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PREFACE. 

I. /TP^ H E firft piece of.this Check was deiigned 

X ^or a preface to the Difcourie that follows 
it ; bat as it fwelled far beyond my intention, I pre- 
fent it to the Reader under the name of ^« liijtorical 
EJfay ; which makes way for the trafls that follow. 

II. With refped to the Di/cour/i^ I maft mention 
what engages me to publilh it. In 177 1 I faw the 
propofitions called the Minutts. Their author invited 
me to <* reviiw the ivkoie affair.** I did fo ; and foon 
found, that I had <*, leaned too much towards Calvi- 
nifm," which, after mature confideration, appeared 
to me exadly to coincide v/iih /peculati*ve antinomia- 
nifm ; and the fame year I publicly acknowledged 
my error in thefe words : 

But whence fprings this almofl general antino- 

mianifVn of ojjr congregations? Shall! conceal the 

fore becaufe it feilers in my own breaft ? Shall I be 

partial ? No : in the name of Him, who is no re- 

fpedler of perfons, 1 will confefs mt fin, and that 

of many of my brethren, &c, -i- Is not the antino- 

mianifm of hearers fomented by that of preachers ? 

Does it not become us to take the greateilpart of 

the blame upon our/el^vesf according to the old 

adage, Liki prieft like ptople ? Is it furprifing that 

** fome of us ftiould have an antinomian audience ? 

** Do nve not make or keep it fo ? When did 'ue 

*• preach fuch z pra^ical fermon, m that of our Lord 

*• on the mount ? or write fuch clo/e letw,^ 35 the 

•* epilVles of St, John ? '* Second Check> p. 64, -.r? 

t^t to the end of the paragraph. 

When 1 had thus openly confefTed, that I was in- 
volved in the guilt of many of my Brethren^ and that 
I had lb leaned towards Jpecuiative, as not to have 
made a proper ftand ag^inU pradical antinomianifm ; 
who could have thought, that one of my moil formi- 
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iv P R E If A C E. 

d abl e r op^en c B t« woaJd liave attempted to fcreen hU 
iniltakesy behind ^me paHages of a manufcripc fer- 
xnon, which I preached twelve years ^go ; and of 
which,* "by fom^ xneam or other, tre has^t a copy ? 

I am very far however from recanting that old dif- 
tomit^ 1 iBJi iSiualk^ iht doiflriike it contains excellent 
in eke tnam, AMdnecry. Biopier to Jbe Qn£;>rced [iho' in a 
j»ofie'.gua]ided mafunier} in a ■congregation tuf hearers 
viokiidy {u'ejsidiced againft the £jil ^ipel-ai^ioin. 
Therefore, jout'ofjtogikrd ior the grAird, kadiiig truth 
of ckariAtAuity, a«d is 'coa|>li4nce with Mr* H-r^il's 
uarnfftinirtnty^ [Fin. Stroke, f>. 45,] Ifeitd my fi^rmon 
into the world, iqNDti the following reaTonahfe cofidi- 
tkcncs : ( 1 J That I (hall be allowed to puhjifli it, as I 
preached it a yi6ar ^igo in my church ; namely, with 
aitdituins in hntcketi^ to make it at once ^fitUer check 
to pharafaifm«M!iid 2kfiniJktng<}itA, to antinoniianiihi ; 
(2) That the.hiSrgeft addition fiiall be in favour of 
free grace : (3) That no body Aall accufe me of for- 
gery , ior thtts udding my prefent light to that whkh I 
had formerly ; and lor thtn briJigiBg ont of my. little 
xreafare of experience things new and aid : (4} That 
thae prefs ihall not g^roan with the charge of iifinge- 
nuity^ M I throw into ootes fon^e angakrded expref- 
^o&, wJa^h I 4or»erJly ufed -without fcrupk, and 
which SB^ noFO enlightened coq^ctefiice does not fuf- 
ier oqe ito.;ttfe alc! rprefent : (5). That my opponent's 
cailidtprisit my ioTttonvW^ill procure nse the pardon 
of the public, for prefenting them with a plain, Slunt 
difcourfe, compofed for an audience chiefly made ar 
cf colliers and ruftics : 45id'laiU^, that as I uuderftar 
cngliih a little ii^ttcr than I. did twelve years ago, 
&all b/e fiec^kted to re^ify a few ffe«ch sdion 
rMichfi And in my old manufcript ; and to<mne^ r 
thoughts a little more lih^ «ti Englifhman, where i 
do it without tbe len(k mifrej^refentatiou of the (> 
If thefie conditions appear anreafonable to t! 
who will have heaven ixPs^lf without any conditi< 
ai^olifh the di(lin6tioo between my old fermon 
/he additions that guard or ftrengtheu it ^ ^nd 



? R E F A C t. V 

i^ing the reatkr to the title page, IpuMtA( my diUconrfe 
on Rom. xk 5, 6, aa a guarded ms^o^, defivewd in 
my chBfCh on Suirday April the iSth, &c. lyjSr^x- 
a^Iy eieveit f years altef I had preachc«t upoa the 
fame text a fermon vtftful upon the whole, bot in 
fotne places iuig;frsrded9 and ^^ient wkh refped 
to the varhty of argumea'ts and motif es, by which 
the capital dofirines of frte grmce znd gq/^i 9hidi€HC€ 
ought to be enforced. 

Iff. Wrth Ttg^fA to the Script or a £ Kss^at upon 
the rewai-dab)ieaef8,oreirangel>rC^l worfhine&ofwofkH 
I ftall jtfft ob^erre, that it anacks theigrand miftake of 
the Sofffidian^y cotHitenanced by three 6# four words 
of my old fermoft. I poiH* a flood of As^iptoree upoa 
it; aad afcer reteiv?ogtbe fiise of M^objedor, I re* 
turn it in a variety of imptaral and rational anfwers* 
about the Midity of which the public muft decide, 

IV. The BssAV o^n Thuth will, I hope, reconcile 
jadidons moralrfts to the doctrine of falvacioa fy faiths 
and coefiderate folifidianv to the doAriae of falvation 
hy the ^Morks of f^ith ;• re^a and fcripcure coocorr* 
ing to ibow' thef conAant depeadance of wof ks upon 
faith ; and the wonderful agreement of the dofkrine 
of prefent falvation by rKVB/aiihf with the do^ine 
of eternal falvation by good *w9rh. 

I hope^ that 1 do ^lot dBTent, in my obfervations 
vt^f^n faith f either front our Church, or approved gof* 
pel-min filers. In their higheft definitions of thatgraccy 
they cottfider it oniy accordinc; to the fulnefs of the 
thrijfian difpenfatioti ; but my lubje^ has obliged me 
to coniider ic alfo according to the difpenfations of 
John the Baptift, Mofes, ar>d Noah. Believers, under 
chefe inferior difpenfations, have not always c^f>ance\ 
nor is the alTurance they foiaetimeai have fo bright as 
that of adult chriftians, Mat. xi» 11. Birt undoabted' 
ly afTurance is infepariibly connefted with the faith of 
the chriftian difpenfation^ which was noxfaU^ Opened^, 

till 

<■— 1 ^ . 

t My old fermon was preached on Simdraiy X^t^i^, t-t^i., «vi. tvcA. 
77^^, as Mr, H, thro* feme miftake \ii£oiTtv^ xJcv^ ^uVCvs:. 
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till Chrift opened his glorious baptifm on the day of 
ptntecoil, and till his fpiritual kingdom -was fet up 
with power in the heart of his people. No body there- 
fore can truly believe, according to /////difpenfation, 
without being immidiaiely confcious both of the for- 
givenefs of fins, and of peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghoft. This is amoft ioiportant truth, derided indeed 
by fallen churchmen, and denied by Laodicean l)if- 
fenters ; but of late years glorioufly revived by Mr. 
We/ley and the minifters connected with him ; — A 
truth this, which cannot be too ilrongly, and yet too 
warily in/ifted upon in our lukewarm and fpeculative 
age : And as I would not obfcure it for the world, I 
particularly intreat the reader to mind the laft erra- 
tum ; without omitting the lad but one, which guards 
the dodrine o^ initial falvation by abfolute/r^^^r^rf. 
I do not deiire to provoke my able Opponents ; but 
I muft own, I ihottld be glad to reap the bene£t of 
my Chtckst either by finding an increafe of religious 
fobriety and aiutual forbearance among thofe, who 
make a peculiar profeffion of faith in Chrid ; or by 
feeing my miftakes [ if I am miftaken ] brought to 
light, that 1 might no longer recommend them as 
gofpel- truths, Wich this view only, I humbly intreat 
2ny brethren and fathers in the church, to point ou^ 
hyfcriftun or argument the doArinal errors, that ma* 
liave crept into the Equal Check. But if, upon cio/ 
examination, they fhould find, that it holds forth t) 
two gofpel-axioms in due conju nation , and marks o 
the evangelical mean with ftrid^ impartiality ; I ho; 
the moderate and judicious, in the Calvinifltc f 
anti-Calviniftic party, will fo far unite upon this pi 
as to keep on terms of reciprocal toleration, and I 
therly kindnefs together $ riiing with redoubled 
dignation, not one againft another, but againlt t 
pelis of the religious world , prejudice and bigotry 
genuine parents of implacable fanaticifm, and b 
perfecution« 

M^elejf M£^ zip 1774. 
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HISTORICAL ESSAY 

Upon the importance and harmony of tke t*w9 go/pel^ 
precepts^ Believe and Obey ; and upon the fatal cen* . 
fequences that floia from pwrting Faith and Works.- 

TTTHEN the gofpel is confidered as oppofed to 
Vy the error of the pharifees» and that of the 
antitiomkins^ it may be lammed up in- the two fbl« 
lowing propofitions : (i) In the day of converfion, w<J 
are faved freely as- fihner^ [i. e^ made freely par- 
takers of the priviiedges that belong to oar gofpet 
difpenfation* in th^ church militantj thro' the me* 
rits of ChriK'y and by the iailrumencality of a living 
faith. (2) In the' day of jadgment we fhall be^ faved 
freely as faints, [i. e. made freely partakers of the 
priviiedges of our gofpel dii^enfation- in the church 
triumphant] thro' the merits of Chrift, and by the 
evidence of evangelical works. Whence it follows : 
(i) that nothing can abfolutely hinder our jaftilica- 
tionin a gofpel day, but the want of true faith ; and 
(2) that nothing will abfolately hinder our juftifica- 
tion in the day of judgment, but the want of good 
works. If I am not miftaken, all the evangelical 
doftrine of faith and works turns upon thofe pro- 
pofitions. They exadly anfwer to the grand direc- 
tions of the gofpel. Wilt thou enter into Chrift's 
fhcepfold? Bdie've. — Wilt thou flay there ? Belie<vo 
and obey. — Wilt thou be numbered among his iheep 
in the great day ? Endure unto the end: Continue in 
<well doing : that is, P^rfevere in faith and obedience. 
Toh$lie*ve then and obey^ or as Solomon pj^prefles 
it. To fear God and keep his commandment s^ is the <whole 
duty of man. Therefore a profeffor of tVve ?^\\\v viXx^cv- 
out gcnuirie obedience, and a pretender Xo o>aeX\stiCA. 
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ivitlKHit genuine faith, equally mifs their aim ; while 
a friend to faith and works put in their proper place, 
a pofTcfror of the faith which ijcorks by love, hies the 
gofpel inarky and fo runs as to obtain the prize : for 
the fame true and faithful Witnefs fpoke the two fol- 
Jowingy and equally exprefs declarations. He that 
HELiEVETH cu the Son hath enjerlajiing life\ and he that 
B £ L I B V E T H HOT the Son fhall not fee life ; hut the <wrath 
ef God abideth on him^ John iii. 36. And, The hour is 
comings in the «which all that are in the graves Jhall come 
forth^ they that have done good, unto the refurreSiion 
of life \ and they that have done Evit, unto the refur^ 
region of condemnation. John v. 29. 

See that fculier upon yonder river. The unwea^ 
Tied diligence and watchful fkill, with which he 
plies his two o^rs, points out to us the work and 
wifdom of an experienced divine. What an even, 
ge.ntle fpring does the mutual effort of his oars give 
to his boat ! 0.b£erve him : his right hand never reils^ 
))ut when the dream carries him too much to the left : 
he flacks not his left hand, unlefs he is gone too ^luch 
to the right; nor has he fooner recovered a jufl'kne- 
dium» than, he ui'es both oars again with mutual har- 
jnoity. Suppofb that iox a.conflancy he employed 
but one, no matter which, what would be the confe- 
quence? He would only move in a circle; and if 
neither wind nor tide carried him along, after an 
bard day's work he would £nd himfelf in the -^txy 
fpol, where he began his idle toil. 

This illuflration needs very little explaining : I 
ihall jufl obferve that the antinomian is like a fculier, 
who ufes only his right hand oar; and the pharifee, 
like him who plies only the oar in his left hand. One 
makes an endlefs buftle about grace and faiths the 
Qther about charity and vjorks ; but both, after all, 
find themfelves exactly in the fame cafe ; with this 
fing'e difference, that one has turned from truth to 
(he right, and the other to the left. 

Not fo the judicious, unbiaffed preacher, who will 

^kfeJy enter the haven of eternal reft, for which h.e 

^f2d hifi hearers are t^ound. He mates au toud ufe 

0\ 
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of the doftrinc oi faith and that ofivorh. If at any 
time he infills moil upon /aitA, it is only when the 
dream carries his congregation apon the pharifaic 
fliallows on the left hand : And if he lays a prepon- 
derating ftrefs upon ivorAs, it is only when he fees 
anwary foals facked into the antinomian whirlpool 
on the right hand. His ikill confiib in fo avoiding 
one danger as not to run upon the other. 

Nor ought this watchful wifdom to be confined to 
minifters : for tho' all are not called to diredl congre- 
gations ; yet all moral agents are^ and always were, 
more or lefs called to diredt themfelves, that is, to 
cccufy till the Lord comes, by making a proper ufe of 
their /^i/^ffZ/according to the parable. Mat. xxv. 1 5, to 
3 1 . God gave to aneels and man ** remigium alarum,"" 
the two oarSi or if you pleafe, the equal wings of 
faith and obedience ; charging them to ufe thofe 
grand powers, according to their original wifdom an4 
enlightened confcience. Or, to fpeak without me^ 
taphor, he created them in fuch a manncf, that they 
htlirveJit their duty, interefl, and glory, to obey him 
without referve ; and this faith was naturally produc* 
tive of an univerfal, delightful, perfect obedience. Nor 
would they ever have been wanting in pra^ice, if they 
had not firft wavered in principle. But when Lucifer 
had unaccountably perfuaded himfelf, in part at lead, 
cither that obedience was mean, or th.it rebellion 
would be advantageous ; and when the crafty Tempter 
had made our firll parents believe in part, that if they 
ate of the forbidden fruit, far from dying they (hould 
be as God himfelf; how poilible, how eafy was it for 
them to venture upon an a6t of rebellion ! — By ralhly 
playing with the Serpent, and fucking in the venom 
of his crafty infinuations, they foon gave x\i^\x faith a 
wilful wound, and their obedience naturally died of it: 
But alas ! it did not die un revenged ; for no fooner 
hsid fainting faith given birth to a dead ixjork, thaa 
fhe was deltroyed by her fpurious offspring. Thus 
Faith and Obedience^ that couple more lovely than. 
David and his friend, more iQfepata\i\t x^ti^tw ^2lm\ 

B z ^^^ 
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iO^d Jonathflji, in their deaih weu not divided. They 
even met with a common erave, the corriLpx atrocious 
bread of a rebellious angel, or of apollate man. 

Nor does St. James give us a lefs melamcboly .ac- 
count of this fatal event. While faith flumbered, 
Jvfi ccncet*v.ei^y and brough forth fin^ and fin fimiflud^ 
brmghi forth dtath, the death of £aith, and confe- 
quently the moral death of angelic fpirits and human 
iouls, who equally live by faith f during their flate of 
probation. So fell Lucifer from heaven, to rule and 
rage in the darknefs of this world : So fell Adam from 
paradiie, to toil and die in this vale of tears : So fell 
Judas £rom an apoftolic throne, to hang himfelf and 
go to his own plac«. 

Nor can tve rife but in a way parallel to that by 

which they fell. For, as a dijbeliefof our Creator, 

produ^ive ofiadivorks, funk our &r&. parents ; fo a 

faith in our Rs^nEEMEa, prodndive (tf geod works , 

mult indrumeatally raife their £allcn poilerity. 

Sboitld yfitt a&, which is moft necef&ry to falva'- 
tion^^aieh or ^orks ; I beg leavje to propofe a itmilAr 
queilioin. 'Whii:h is moil eilential to breathing, ii^'- 
ration ox isspiratiou ? If yon reply, that " The moment 
t;i(her is abfolutely at an end, fo is th^e other ; and 
therefore both are equally important $ '•' 1 ireturn ex- 
adly the fame anfwer. If Aji0v^/f/4i//i( receives the 
breath of fpiritual life ; obedient lo*ve gratefully returns 
it, and makes way for a freih fupply : when it 'does 
eoty the fpirit is gritted ; and if this want of co-ope- 
ration 

^ _ ■ 

•f* faith in God as Creator^ htnvgvoer, and Jtu^e, was not Jefe 
ftMdTary to Lucifer and Adam in order to their ftanding in a (late of 
innocence, than Faith in Go(4 as Redeemer, SanBifier, and Rc^oard-.r 
of them that diligendy feek him, is neceflary tajtimers, in order to 
tlieir recovery from a Aate of guilt ; or to bdifutn in order to avoid 
relapfes and final apoftafy. Faith therefore, fo far as it implies an 
uoihaken confidence in God, and a firm adherence to his will, is 
as eternal as love and obedience. But when it is ccnfidered as the 
fuhfiemce ^ftbir^i b^pedfir, and tie emdence of tb/rgs mt /ten, which 
jue eflential properties of a believer's faith in this prelunt ilatc r;f 
things, it is evident that it will neceilarily end in fight, as foon as the 
cjirtain of time is drawn up ; and terminate in enjoyment, as Coon uj 
Cod's glory appears mthoui a veil. 
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ration is pcrfifted in to the end of the da^ offal*vation^ 
the fin unto death is committed, the fpirit is quenched 
in his faving operation, the apoftate dies the fecond 
death, and his corrupt foul is caft into the bottomlefs 
pit, as a potrid corpfe into the noifome grave. 

Again, if faith has the advantage over works by 
giving them birth, works have the advantage ovet 
faith by perfedling it. Seefi thou, fsiys St. James, fpeak- 
ing of the Father of the fkithfuJ, ho<w faith <wrought 
ewith his lAJorkst and by tuorks ivas faith mide perfeti ? 
And if St. Paul affirms, that nuorks without faith are 
Mad^ St. James maintains, that/a/M wjithout ivorhs is 
dead alfo. 

Once more, Ch rift is always the primary, original, 
properly-meritorious caufe of ourjuftiiication and fat- 
vation. To difpate it is to renounce the faith, and 
to plead for antichrift. And yet, to deny, that, under 
this primary caufe, there are fecondary, fubordinace, 
inilrumental caufes of our j unification , and confe- 
^ucntly of our falvation, is to fet the bible aiide, and * 
ny in the face of judicious Calvinifls, who cannot 
help maintaining it, both from the pulpit and from 
the prefs. f Now if in the day of our converfion 
Bj faith 

|f* The Rev. Mr. Madan does not fcruple to call mr faith " the 
*•* inftrumental cause" of onr juftification. See his fermon on James 
ii. 24, printed by Fuller, London, 1761, page iS. And if we fhall 
be juftified in the day of judgment by our nvords^ they fhall un- 
-doubtedly be at leaft zn eifidencing cause of our final juftification. 
Hence it is that the fame jud cious divine fpeaks [p. 30, J. 4, Sccl 
of our being " juftified in^this threefold fcnfe of the word, menterioujlf 
** by Chrift, inflrumentally by Faith, and deciaratively by ivorh. which 
*' are the fruits of faith." 

The leader will permit me to illuftrate the efTential difference there 
is between primary znA fccondiry caufes, by the manner in which 
David became Saul's fon-in-law. Tfie primary caufes of this event 
were undoubtedly, on God's part, a/Iifting power and wifJom j and 
oft king Saul's part, a fiee promifc of giving his daughter in marriage 
to the man, who fhould kill Goliah. Iht fecondary caufes [according 
to the Rev, Mr. Madan's pbn] may be divided into infirumental and 
declarative. The inftrumental caufes of David's honourable matth, 
were his faith, his fiing, his ftone, Goliah's fword, &c : Atvd ^V.^ 
declarativi or evidencing c^fcs, were his *worku He \rA\i\^ \a^vjt\ ^v.^\- 
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yaith is tlie f«coadafy» iubordinate cau£s of our ac» 
ceptance as ptnkint Jmnirs ; in the day of judgment 
titorifteyeu the works of £aitJi^ will he the fecondary 
iubor4iAate caufe of our acceptance as per/efuerini 
faints. Let us therefore eqaally decry dead faith and 
4ead workfi, eqaally recommend living faith and its 
important fruits. 

Hitherto I have endeavoured to check the rapid 
progrefs of fpeculativ'e antiflomlaBifm, that perpe^ 
taally decries works, and centers in the following 
paragraph, which prefents without difguife the doc- 
trine of the abfolttte, unconditional penfeverance of 
adulterous believers, and incefluous faints. 

Saving faith being immortal, can not only fubiifl 
without the heJp of good works; but no aggravated 
crimes can give it a iini(hing flroke. A believer may 
in cool blocnl murder a man, after having fed uoed 
liis wife* without expoting himfelf to the leail real 
danger of forfeiting either his heavenly inheritance, 
or the divine favour : becaufe his fahvation^ which is 
Jinijhtd in the full txtent of tke lutrdy without any 
of his good works, cannot poilibly be fruHrated by 
any of his evil one8> 

It will not be improper now to attempt a check 
to pharifaifm, which perpetually oppofes faith, and 
"whofe dedrudtive errors colledled in one portion may 

run 

ing the giant^ he renounces carnal weapons, puts on the armour of 
God^ runs to ir.eet his adverfary, ilings a fortunate ilone, britigs hts 
adverfary down, flies upon hin>, and cuts off his head. By th(fe works 
he was evidenced a perfbn duly qualified to marry the princefs j or, t» 
keep to the Rev. Mr. Madan's expreffion, "i&y '* thefe " toorks" lie 
was '* d^claratively^* judged a man fit to be rewarded with the hand 
of the princefs. Now is it not clear, that his ivorks, upon the evi' 
ditice of which he received fuch a rev^ard, had as important a patt in 
his obtaining it, as the faith and fling by whofe inflrumentality he 
wrought the works ? And is it not ftrange that the Rev. Mr. Madan 
fliould be an orthodox divine, when he fays, that '^ %u€ are declara' 
tiv<ly juf.ijitd by tvorks,^'' and that Mr. Wefley ihould be a dreadful 
heretict for faying, that we zrejaved not by the merit of'icoAsy but by 
*worh at a condition \ or in other terms, that ue aie finally j-iftified 
not by works as the primary ^ meritorious caufe j but as zfaondatyi ivi- 
dencin^ declarative caufe ? 
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run thus :' -^H' people perfbrm external a^s of won 
Ihip towanxis God, and of ckarity towards their neigh- 
bour ; tteir principles f are good enough : and 
ihouM they be faulty, diefe good works will make 
anple »liiend« for that deficiency. — Upon this com- 
mon plan of do^rine, if t*he filthy fepulchre is but 
whit6wa(bed, and the noifome grave adorned with a 
Aowery turf, it little matters what is withio, whether 
it be a dtad mans bonu^ a dead heart fwelled with 
pride, or «// manner of corruption^ 

It is hard to fay, who do chrilHanity mod diflervicf , 
the folifidians^ who aifert that works are nothing be* 
fire Gcd; or the pharifees, who maintain that certain 
teligioos ceremonies, and external duties of morality 
are the very foul of religion. O thou, true believer, 
bear thy teflimony againfl both their errors ; and 
equally contend for the tree and the fruit, the faith of 
St. Paul and the works of St. James ; remembring that 
if ever the gates of hell, prevail againfl thee, it will 
be by making thee over-value faith and defpife good 
works, or over- rate works and flight precious /ait A, 

The world, I grant, is full of Gallios, eafy or bufy 
men, who feldom trouble themfelves about faith or 
works, law or gofpel. Their latitudinarian princi- 
ples perfedly agree with their loofe conduct : and if 
their volatile minds are fixed, it is only by a fteady 
adherence to fuch commandments as thefe : '* Be not 
righteous over much : — Get and fpend : — Marry or 
be given in marriage : — Eat and drink : — Lie down 
to fleep and rife up to play : — Care neither for hea- 
ven nor hell : — Mind all of earth but the awful fpoc 
allotted thee for a gra^ve : &c. " However, while they 
punitualiy obferve this decalogue, their confcience 

is 

-j- The ingenious author of a new book, callc'l EJ/'ijs on public 

ivorjhipi patrhtifntf &c ; docs not fcruple to fenJ fLj>.h an exhortation 

abroad into the world. " Let us fubftit-ite honei>y inftcad of faith.- 

" It is the only foundation of a moral charafter, and it ought to be 

.*' the only teft of our religion. It fliould not fig n.fy what, or how 

** little a man believed, if he was hcneft, This would ^vv^ 

«* chriflianity upon the beft footing." Sc^ l\\<i Monlbl^ B^croiiw \^t 
March 177 j» 
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U fometimes awakeoed to a fenfe of corroding gailti 
commonly called aneafinefs, or low fpirits: and if 
they cannot (hake it ofFby new fcenes of diffipation^ 
new plunges into fenfoal gratifications, new fchemes 
of hurrying bafinefs ; if a religious concern fallens 
upon their brealh, the Tempter deludes them, by 
making his falfe coin pafs for the goU tried in the fire. 
If his dupes will hzye faith, he makes them take up 
with that of the antinomiansm If they ^re for nvorks^ 
he recommends to them thofc of \\it f elf -righteous. 
And if feme feem cut out to be brands in the church ; 
fiery, perfecuting, implacable zealots ; he gives them 
a degree in the university of Babel : One is a Batche- 
lor' of the fcience of fophiftry, an other a Meifter of the 
liberal art of calumny, and a third a DoSor in human, 
or diabolical di'vinity : But if all thefe graduates have 
not as much faith as Simon Magus, or as many works 
as the conceited pharifee ; yet they may have as much 
zeal for the church as the bigot, who fet out from 
Jerufalem for Damafcus in purfuit of heretics. They 
may fometimes purfue thofe, who di£ent from them, 
even unto ft range cities. 

Has not the world always fwarmed with thofe de- 
votees, who, blindly following sifzcr Jaith without 
loving obedience, or after obedience without loving 
faith, have made ha*vock of the church, and driven 
myriads of worldly men to a fettled contempt of god- 
liness : while a few, by equally landing up for true 
faith and univerfal obedience, have alone kept up 
th© honour of religion in the world ? Take a general 
view of the church, and you will fee this obfervation 
confirmed by a variety of black, bright, and raixt 
charadiers. 

The firll man born of a woman, is a ftriking pic- 
ture of perverted mankind He is at once a fuJlen 
pharifee, and a grofs antinomian : he facrifices to 
God, and murders his brother. Abel, the illuilrious 
type of converted iinr.ers, truly believes, and accepta- 
bly facrifices. Faith and ivorks fhine in his life with 
equal lullre ; and in his death we fee what the godly 

may 
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jnay c^eped from iht impious church and the pious 
■world, l^rotomartyr for the do'ftrine oiihis check, he 
falls the fifft innocent vidlim io pharijaical pride and 
nntittomiiiH f\xry. The/ons of God mix with tht daugh^ 
ters ofmen^ learutheir <works^ and make Jhipfwreck of the 
faith, Enoch neverthelefs truly belie^vts in God, and 
kufflbly 'walks with him : Faith and works equally 
adorn his charafler. The world is foon fall of mifbt^ 
4i€f a-od the earth af 'violence. Noah however believes 
and works : -he credits God's word, and builds the 
arlc This work condemns the fujorld^ and he becomes 
heir nf the ri^hteaufusfs wohich is by faith. 

Confider Abraham ; fee how he believes and works ! 
God fpeaks^ aad be leaves hi« houfe, his vdate, his 
friends* and native country. His faith works by love ; 
hs expofes his life to recover his neighbour's pro- 
perty, he iseadily givea op to Jjot his right of choice to 
^ireueota qoamU heearjaeitiy iateroedes for Sodom, 
he chaiitably Jiopcs the beft of its wicked inhabi- 
tants^ he gladly entertains jOtrangers, humbly waihes 
thtir feet, diligently idftrudis lus houfhold, and Tub* 
iniffively offers ap Ifaac iiis favtsurite fon, the child 
«f his old age, the iiope of his family, his own heir, 
and that of <iod*s promife : by thefe *works hit faith ij 
made perfaHi and he deferves to be called the Father 
^of the faithfuL 

Moies treads in his ileps : he believes, quits Pha- 
raoh's court, and fufFers afiii^ion with the people of 
God. Under his condudl the Ifraelites believe, obey, 
and crofs the red Tea with an high hand ; but foon 
after they murmur, rebel, and provoke divine ven- 
geance. Thus the deilrudion, which they had avoid- 
ed in Goihen thro' ohtditnt faith y they meet in the wil- 
dernefs thro' the ^works of unbelief Nature is up in 
anas to punifh their backllidings. The peililence, 
the Avord, earthquakes, iitxy ferpents, and fire from 
heaven, combine to dcilroy the ungrateful, antino- 
jnian apollates. 

In 
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In the days of Jofhua, that eminent type of Chrilh 

faith and ivorks are happily reconciled ; and whilft 

they walk hand in hand, Ifrael is invincible, the 

greatefl difficulties are furmounted, and the land of 

promife is conquered, divided, and enjoyed. 

Under the next judges faith and works feldom meet; 
but as often as they do^ a deliverance is wrought in 
Ifrael. Working believers carry all before them : 
They can do all things thro* the Lord Jlrengthening thtm : 
They are little omnipotents : but if they fuffer thie 
antinomian Delilah to cut off their locks, you may 
apply to them the awful words of David (fpoken to 
magiflrates, who forfake the way of righteouinefs) : / 
have /aid, Te are Godsf and all of you ^re children of the 
tnoft High ; ^ but ye /hall die like men^ and fall like one of 
the princes I like Zimri or Corah, Dathan or Abiram. 

The character of Samuel, the laft of the judges, is 
perfeft. From the cradle to the grave he helie'ves and 
*works ; heiferves God and his generation. His fons, 
like thofe of Eli, halt in pradice, and their faith is 
an abomination to God and man. David believes, 
works, and kills the blafpheming PhiliRine. He 
Hides into antinomian faith, wantonly fedaces a 
married woman, and perfidioufly kills an honeft 
man. Solomon follows him in the narrow path of 
working' faith, and in the broad way of fpeculative 
and pradical antinomianifm. The works of the fon 
correfpond with thofe of the father. Happy for him, 
if the repentance of the idolatrous king, equalled that 
of his adulterous parent I 

In the days of Elijah, the gates of hell feemed to 
have prevailed againit the church. Queen Jezebel 
had cut off the prophets of the Lord, and appointed 400 
chaplains to his majefty king Ahab, who fhared the 
dainties of the royal table, and therefore found it eafy 
to demonitrate, that pleading for Baal was orthodoxy, 
and profecuting honefl Naboth as a bla/phemer of God 
and the king, was an inflance of true loyalty. But even 
then all were not loft : Seven thoufand men (hewed 

their 
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tfaeir faith by their works ; they firmly believed ia 
Jehovah, and fteadily refufed bowing the knee to Baal. 

Jo the days of Ifaiah and Jeremiah, wickednefi, 
perfecation, and imaginary good works prevailed 
under a (how of zeal for the temple, and of regard 
for the people of God. But even then alfu, there . 
was a fmall remnant of believing and working fouls, 
who fet fire to the ilubble of wickednefs during the 
pious reigns of Hezekiah and JoGah. * 

Follow the chofen .nation to Babylon, They all 
profefs the faith flill : but how few bcJieve and work ! 
Some do however : and by their nuork of faith and 
patience of hope they quench the 'violence of the fire ^ and 
flop the mouths of lions : and what is more extraordi- 
nary flil], they flrike with aflonifliment a fierce tyrant, 
a Nebuchadnezzar ; they fill with wonder a cowardly 
king, a Darius : and. difarming the former of his rage, 
the latter of his fears, they fweetly force them both 
to confefs the true God among their idolatrous cour* 
tiers, and, throughout their immenfe dominions. 

in the .days of Herod the double delufion is at the 
heights John the baptiit boldly bears his tellimony 
againft it in the wildernefs, and our Lord upon the 
mount, in the temple, and e\cry where. But alas ! 
what is the confeqqenCe i By detecting the antino- 
mianifm of the pharifees, and the pharifaifm of anti- 
nomians, he makes them defperace. The fpirit of 
Cain rifes with tenfold fury againd an innocence fo 
far fuperior to that of Abel. Pharifees and Herodi- 
ans mud abfolutcly g)ut their malice with his blood. 
He yields to their rage ; and while he puts a^ay fin 
hy the facrifice of hi mf elf he condefcends to die a mar- 
tyr for the right faiths and the true luorks : he feals 
as a dying priefi the truth of the two gofpel axioms, 
which he had fo often fealed as a living proplhet^ and 
continues to feal as an eternal MeUhifidec, 

The apoftles, by precept and example, powerfully 
enforce their Lord's doftrine and pradice. Their 
lives are true copies of their exhortations : Th^lt 
dcepeft fermons are only exa& d^tcn^uotv^ ol \W\x 
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behaviour. It is hard to fay which excite men moft 
to hlie*ve and obey^ their feraphic difcourfa or their 
angelic conduB^ Their labours arc crowned with 
general fuccefs. Judaifm and heathenifm are tszxy 
where (Iruck at, and fall under the thundir of their 
nvords tf fattK and the ihining power [might I not 
fay the lighteniftg\ of their nuorks of love*- Thtts the 
'world is turned upfidt down before faith and works ; 
the times of refre/hing come from the pnfenci of the. Lord i 
and earth, curfed as it is, becomes a paradifefor obe- 
dient believers. 

Hell trembles at the revolation ; and before all is 
loft, Satan haftcns to transform himfelf into an- angel of 
light. Id that favourable difguife, he puts his ufual 
iijratagem in execution, againft the -believing, work- 
ing, and fuflRering church. He iniHlls fpeculative 
faith, pleads for relaxed manners, puts this badge of 
contempt upon the daily crofs, and gets the immenfe 
body of the Gnoftics and Laodiceans intahis fnare. 
Sad and fure is the confequence* The genuine works 
of faith* are negleifted: Idle works of men's in- 
vention are fubftituted for thofe of God 's command- 
ments. And fallen churches, thro' x\it fmooth way of 
antinomianifm-, return tothe r«v«r/ way of phari* 
faifm, or to the broad way of infidelity. 

Such was the deplorable condition of the weftern 
church when Luther appeared. True faith was de- 
throned by fuperftitious- fancy : and all the works of 
the former were well nigh choaked by the thorns that 
fprang from the latter. The zealous reformer with 
his fbarp fcythe juitly cot them down thro' a con- 
fiderable part of Germany, His terribly-fucoefsful 
weapon, which had already done fome execution in 
the Netherlands, France and Italy, might have reached 
Rome itfelf, if the eiFedls of his unguarded preaching 
had not dreadfully broke out around him-in the North. 

There the balance of the evangelical precepts was 
loft. Solifidians openly prevailed. Our Lord's {&r-' 
mpn upun the mount, and St. Jame»^s epiftle, were 
either explained away, or wiihed out of the bible. 

The 
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The amiable, pradicaUe law ofCkrifi was perpetually 
confotinded with the terrible^ impT^icaLhXtUnu of in* 
ktcenci i and tbe a?oidable pcnaldesi of the forniery 
were injudidoafly reprefeoted as one with tbe dread- 
ful curfe of the latter, or with the abrogated ceremo*- 
Dies of tbe Mofaic difpeofationt. Then the law was 
publicly wedded to the devil, and poor proteiUnt foli- 
iidians were taught to bid cqaal deiance to both. 

The efFedt foon anfwered the caufe, Lawlefs be- 
lievers, known under the name of Anabaptifts, arofe 
in Germany. They fancied themfelves the dear, the 
ele£l people of God ; they were compleat in Chrift ; 
their eleaios was abfolately made iiire; all things 
were theirs ; and they went aboat ia religions mobs 
to deliver people from le^al honda^tf and bring them 
into go/pel- lihrty^ which, in their opinion, was a li- 
berty to defpife all laws divine and huraan, and to 
do, every one, what was rigktt in his own eyes. Lu- 
ther was Ihoeked and cried oat ; bat the miichief was 
done, and the reformation difgraced : nor did he per- 
fcvcringfy apply the proper remedy pointed out in 
the minutes, /al'vathn nvt by the merit of^works, but 
^ the ivorh of faith as a condition* 

Neverthelefs be was wife enough to give up the 
root of the mifchief in the Lutheran articles of reli- 
gion, prefented to the Emperor Charles the Vth at 
Auglburg, whence they were called the Augjhurg- 
confejjion. In the Xflth of thofe articles, which treats 
of repentance, we find thefe remarkable words, *• IVe 
teach touching repentance f that thofe ivko ha*ue finned 
after haptifm^ may obtain ike forgi*venef$ of their fins 
AS OFTEN AS they are convertedf** Sec, A^ain, '* IVe 
condemn the Anahaptijlsy nvho fay^ that thofe "juho have 
been once juflified can no more Isfe the hoh$ Jpirit ,'** 

This dodlrine clearly opened, and frequently in- 
forced, might have flopped the progrefs of antinomi- 
anifm. But alas ! Luther did not often infill upon it, 
and foroetimes he feemed even to contradid it. In 
the mean time Calvin came up ; and iho* I mull do 
him the ]\i?(\Qyi ro acknowledge, xYtaxY^t fe\^^v^^^^v 

C 
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the length of modern Calvinills in fpeculative anti- 
nomianirm, yet he made che matter worfe by advanc* 
ing many unguarded proportions about abfolute de- 
crees, and the necefTary, final perfeverance of back- 
flidin? believers. 

This dodtrine, which, together with its appendages^ 
fo nicely rieconciles Baal and fret Grace ; a //////, or 
pf the backdider is fo minded] a good deal of the 
world, and heaven ; this flefii - pleaiin? dodrine, 
which flyly parts faith and ijoorks^ while it decently 
unites Chrifl and Belial^ could not but be acceptable 
to injudicious and carnal Proteftants : and to make it 
pafs with others, it was pompoufly decorated with the 
name of the doQrint ofgraet ; andyrw grace^preachers, 
as they called themielves, infinuated that St. James's 
doftrfne of Foith being dead nuithom 'works, was a 
dodrine of wrath, an uncomforuble antichriflian 
fdodlrine, which none but ** proud judiciaries" and 
rank papifts could maintain. Time would fail to 
mention all the books that were indire£ily written 
againft it ; or to relate all the abufe that was indU 
reSlly thrown upon thefe two proportions of St. Paul, 
Whatfoev^f a man foweth that Jhall he a(fo reap, and 
Jfye li'ue after theJUfli ye Jhall die. 

Let it iulHce to obierve, that by thefe me^ns the 
hellifh fower of ^ntinomian tares prevailed. Thou- 
fands of good men were carried away by the dream, 
i\nd, what is more furprifing dill, not a few of the 
twife and learned, favoured, einbraced, and defended 
the antinomiandelufion. 

Thus what Luther's foliddian zeal had begun, and 
vfhat Catvin's prededinariaa midakes had carried on, 
was readily completed by the fynod of Dort; and 
thf antinomianifm of many protedants, was not lefs 
confirmed by that ^flembly of calvinidic divines ; 
than the phai ifaifm of many papids, had been before 
by the couacil of Trent, 

It is \x\xt that as fome good men in the church of 
Home, have boldly withdood pharifaical errors, and 
ppenlv pleads for failvatioa by gra^ thro' faith : fo 

fome 
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fome good men in the proteftant churches have alio 
fteadily refilled antinomian delufions and pablicly 
defended the dodrine of falvation, not by the proper 
merit of works, bat by the works of faith as a con- 
dition. Bat alas ! as the Popes of Rome cru(bed» or 
excommunicated the former, almoft as fall as they 
arefe ; fo have petty proteftant Popes blackened, or 
filenced the latter. The true Quakers, from their firR 
appearance, have made as firm a (land again (I the 
Antinomians, as the Valdenfes againil the Papifts ; 
and it is well known that the Antinomians, who weoc 
from England to America with many pious puri'^ 
tans, whipt the Quakers, men and women, cut off 
their ears, made againft them a law of baoifhment 
upon pain of death, and upon that tyrannical law 
hanged foor of their preachers, three men and one 
woman f in the laft century, for preaching up the 
chrillxan perfe^ion of faith and obedience, and fo 
difturbing the peace of the ele^, who were at ea/e in 
SioMy or rather in BaheL 

I need not mention the title of heretic^ with which 
that learned and good man Arminius is to this da/ 
dignified, for having made a firm and noble itand 
againft wanton Free Grace. The banifhment or de- 
privation of Grotius, Epifcopius, and other Dutch 
divines, is no fecret. And ic is well known that in 
England Mr. Baxter, Mr. Wefley, and Mr. Sellon are 
to this day an ahhorrena to all antinomian y?ir/%. 

I am forry to fay, that, all things confidered, thefe 
good men have been treated with as much fevericy by 
proteftant antinomians ; as^ever Luther, Melanch- 
ton and Calvin were by popifh pharifees : The anti* 
nomian and pharifaic fpirit run as much into one, as 
the two arms of a river that embraces an ifland: If 
they divide for a time, it is only to meet again, and 
encreafe their mutual rapidity. I beg leave to fpeak 
my whole mind. It is equally clear from fcripture 

C 2 and 

t Their ntmes were WiUiam Leddra, Marmadukt S\£^VA,tv<U)W> 
WiUiam Robinfon, ajid Maiy Dyer, See Tfc« fctjiory of tbe St^Vcrs> 
by Sevi'dl: aad New England j»(^ed^ by GcofTgc BVftio^ , 
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aDd reafon, that we muft M/'ivi, in order to be faved 
confidently with God's mefcy; and that we nail oAeyt 
in order to be faved confidently with his Aciine/j. 
Thefe propofitions are the immoveable bails of the 
two goipel-axioms. Now if I reject either of them » 
:t Hctle matters which. If I blow my brains out, 
what fignifies it, whether I do it by clapping the 
mouth of a piftol to my rigAi or to my U/^ temple ? 

Error moves in a circle : extremes meet in one. A. 
warm, popiih pharifee, and a zealoas, proteftant an*. 
rinomian, are nearer each other than they imagine. 
The one will tell you, that by going to mafs and con- 
feilion^ he can get a freih abfolation from the prieit 
for any fin that he fiiall commit : the other, whofe* 
mi Hake is flill more pleafing to flelh and blood, af- 
fores you that he has already got an eternal abfolu* 
tion, fo that ** under every (late and circamftance he 
can pollibly be in« he is juflified from all things, his 
fins are for ever and forever cancell'd.** 

Buc if they differ a little in the Idea of their Ima- 
ginary priviledges, they have the honour of agreeing 
in the main point. For, altho' the one makes a ^reac 
noife about j^/M aTid fret grate ^ and the other Miout 
'v:ork5 and trm charity^ they exaftly meet in tutrr^tv 
grace and d^pairing uneharitablenefs^ The pharifee in 
Jerufalem aflerts, that *• out of the Jewiih church 
there can be no falvation,*' and his companions in 
feJf-e]e€tion heartily fay amen f The pharifee uv 
Rome declares, that ** there is no falratioo out of 
the apoftolic, Romifh chorch,'' and all the catholic 
eled fet their feai to the antichriftian decree. And 
the antitiomiati in London infimtates [for he is afhamed 
to fpeak quite out in a protellant country] that there 
is n6 falvation out of the CalvinilHc,^ predcllinarian 
church. Hence, if you oppofe his principles in ever 
fo rational and fcriptural a manner, he fuppofes thac 
you are *• quite darlc," that all your holinefs is ^* /elf* 
made!^ and all your ** righteoujne/s a cobiveb/pun bj a 
pwr fpider out tf Us »avm loweis : " and if he allows 
^oa M chaoce tor your falvation, it is only upon a 
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liippofition, that yoo may yet repent of year oppo- 
iition to his errors, and turn Cal?inift before you die 
But might not an inquifitor be as charitable f Might 
he not hope that the poor heretic* whom he has 
condemned to the flames, may yet be fared, if he 
cordially kiffes a crucifix, and fays Jw Maria at 
the flake ? 

And now, candid reader, look around, and fee 
what thefe feemingly oppoflte errors have done for 
Chrift's church. Before the reformation, chriflendom 
was overfpread with fuperllition and fanatic ifm ; and 
fince, with lukewarmncfs and infidelity. But let u& 
defcend to particulars. 

\yhat has Pharifaifm done for the church of Rome ? 
It has publicly rent from her all the proteftant king- 
doms, and fecretly turned againft her an innumerable 
multitude of deifls : for while bigots continue ridi* 
culous bigots flill ; men of wit, headed by ingenious 
infidels, continually pour undeferved contempt upon: 
chriftianity, thro' the deferred wounds which they 

five to popery. They represent Chrifl's rational and 
umane religion as one of the worfl in the world, un- 
juflly charging it with the perfecuting fpirit, and 
horrible maflTacres of thofe Catholics fo called, who 
mangling the truth, and running away with one half 
of the body of chridian divinity, difgrace the whole 
by childifh fooleries, and worfe than barbarian un** 
cbaritablenefs. 

And what does Phari/ai/m for the proteftant 
churches ? So far as it prevails, fpreads it nor around 
its fatal leaven, a general indifference about heart- 
felt religion ? Turns it not the lively oracles of God 
into a dead letter, the facraments into empty ceremo- 
nies, the means of grace into rattles to quiet a guilty 
confcience with, the precious blood of Chrid into a 
common things his hallowed crofs into an inglorious 
tree, external devotion into a cloak for fecret hypo- 
crify ; and fome a^s of apparent benevolence into the 
rounds of a ladder, the bottom of which reaches hell, 

G 3 ' -^^^ 
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and behold fmritoal fiends [all manner of diabt>1]cal 
tempcn] arc fecn continually a/ciitding and de/cending 
9n it ? 

Does it not incline os to defplfe thofe who are 
eminently pioes, as if they were out of their fenfes ; 
to defpair of thofe who are notorioaily wicked, a^ if 
they were abfolute reprobates ; and to prefer a popn« 
lar imitator of Barabbas, to a meek follower of Jefus \ 
Does it not prompt us to lay an undue ftrefs upon tri- 
iles, and to make an endlefs ado about fome frivolous 
circomdance of external worfhip, while we fafs unjir 
judgment', mertyf and the lonje of God? And by that 
means, does it not confirm modem Herodians in their 
antinomiani/tHf and modem Saddncees in their ipfde- 
lity ^ In a word, does it not render the ftiiF neck 
ilifTef, the blind underilandlng blinder, the hatd heart 
i^outer, the proud fpirit more rebellious, more indif- 
ferent about mercy, more averfe to gofpel-grace, more 
fatanical, readier for all the ^rfis of the law, and 
riper for all the ocw/ of the gofpel ? 

But let us confider the other extreme. What has 
Cahinifin done for Geneva ? Alas j ic has in a great 
degree ihock'd and driven it into arianifm, focinia- 
niim, and infidelity. See the account lately given 
of it in the Frtnch Entyclofedia : Arlich Geneva* 
<« Many of the clergy of Geneva [fays judicious Mr. 
*« D*Alembert]no longer believe the divinity of Jefus 
** Chrift, of which Calvin their leader was a zralous 
«* defender, and for which he had Servetus f barned, 

" &c. 



+ Scrvetus's herefy is thus defcribed in the xivth of ^c xl Articles 
efrefigrcn, which Ac miniAcrs of OcBCva ftill fubfcribe, and which, 
if I miftake not, were drawn op by Calvin himfelf. " We likewifc 
" deteft the dcvilifli imagbations of Senretus, who attributes to our 
** Lord Jcfus Chrift an imagiaary divinity 5 for as much as he fays, 
*' that he is the idea and pattern of all things ; and calls him God's 
** fon in a perfonal or formal manner ; and moreover fuppofes him to 
^< have a body made up of three uncreated elements, thus mixing and 
*« dcftroying both the natures of Chrift." This herefy of Servetu?:, 
which we may well fuppcfe is not placed here in the moft favourable 
light, dees not differ much fr«m the fcntiment of thofe Englifh di- 

/ vines. 
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'* &c:-^They believe that there are punifhrnencs 
<' ID an other world, bat only for a limited time ; 
** thus purgatoiy, which was one of the chief caafes' 
** of the reformation, is now the only punifiiment 
*^ which many proteftants admit after death. A new 
** proof this, that man is a being full of contradic- 
" lions. To fum up all in one word, the religion of 
'* many paftors at Geneva is per/eS Srfctfitam/m," 

What good has Cabvinifm done in England ? Alas I 
very little. When a bow is bent beyond its propeV 
degree of ten Ron, does it not fly to pieces ? When you 
violently pull a tree towards the wed, if it recovers 
itfelf, docs it not violently fly to the eaft ? Has not 
this generally been the cafe with refped to all the 
truths of God, which hare been forced ont of their 
fcriprural place -one way or another? Calvinifra in 
the days of O. •Cromwell,, was at the very fame height 
of icdendor, at which Popery had attained in the days 
of kink Henry the Vlllth, and they fhane the fame 
downfall. Molt rtmnt fu&. At the reformation the 
FIRST gmnd dodkrine of chriftianity, \falvation by 
grace tnro* faith] which had been forced out of its 
place, and aimoft broken by the papifts, fied back 
upon them with fuch violence, that it (hook the holy 
fee, frightened the Pope, and made fartie of the richeft 
jewels fall from his triple crown. In like manner the 
stcoNn gtand doCb-ine of chriftianity [falvathn not 
fy the propet werit offouarki^ but by the nuorks of faith 
'as a cvndJtionl which had been -ferved by the antino- 
mians Juil as the firft gofpel axiom by the papiils, 
recovering itfelf out of their hands, flew back upon 

them 
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vines, who have confiiered the Father as the one felf exiftent Unity, 
and the Soa as the one infinite variny in this eternal Unity : £0 that, 
of Gourie, fomething in him is the idea and pattern of all that exl^s, 
except fin and ihe curfe. Nor is what Dr. Watts fays of the fuper- 
ang^ical nature of the Logos, and of hh appearing in an angelical 
body bef(M:e his incarnation, fo very far from Servetus*s doArine of 
Chrift*s fpiritual and wonderful body, when he appeared as an angel 
to the patriarchs. See the fermons of Peter Sterry, fellow of Ema- 
nuel College, Cambridge, on Pfalm xlv, X,a» ^tvd 0\,'^-aX\^^ fcj^ct 
dlQertatioii coBcerning the Trinity, 
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them with uncommon violence at King Charles's re* 
Aoration» by an ifidire^ blow (hook two thoufand 
Calvinift-miniflers out of their pulpits ; and getting, 
far beyond its fcriptural place, began to bear hard 
upon, and even thruit out the erand dofirine ofy2i/- 
vafion hy grace. Thus the abiurdity and miichief of 
antinomianifm, began to drite again the generality 
of Englifh proteflants into Pharifaifm, Arianifm» So- 
cinianifm, or open infidelity ; that is, into the itate, in 
#hich mofl of the learned are at Rome and Geneva. 

I grant that near forty years ago, fome clergymen 
from the univeriity of Oxford returned to the princi- 
ples of the reformation, and zealoufly contended 
again hr fahjotion hy grace ^d for univir/al obedience • 
By the divine blefling upon their indefatigable endea** 
vours, Faith and IForks met. again, and for fome time 
walked undifturbeid together. A little revolution 
then took place : PraQical Chrijlianity revived, and 
leaning upon her fair daughters Truth and Lo*ve^ took 
a folemn walk thro' the Kingdom, and gave a fore- 
tafte of heaven to all that cordially entertained her. 

She might, by this time, have turned this favourite 
ifle into a land iiowine with fpiritual milk and hone/, 
if Apoljyon difguifea in his angelic robes, had not 
played, and did not continue to play his old game. 
Hor does he do it in vain. By his infinnations men 
of a contrary turn rife againft Fra£tical Chriftianity. 
Many of the devout call her Herej^f and many of the 
gay name her rank Euthufiafm. In the mean time JQic 
drops a tear of tender pity, prays for her miftaken 
perfecutors, and quietly retires into the wildernefs^. 
Lean Obedience is foon driven after her to make more 
room for fpeculative Faiths who is fo highly fed with* 
lufcious food and wild honey » that (he is quite bloat- 
ed, and full of humours. Nay, in fome flie is At^t"- 
nerated into an impatient q^uarrelfome fomething, 
which calls itfelf Orthodoxy ^ or the Truths and muft 
be treated with the greateft refped ; while Charity^ 
cold, (ickly, and almoft ftarved for want oiwotk, is 
hardly ufed with common good manners. 

In 
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In a word, Antifamun Chriftianity is come» and 
makes her pnblic entry id the profefllDg church. A 
fooliih virgiiiy who afTames the name of Fm Grsce^ 
walks before htr^ and cries, ** Bend the knee, bow 
the hearty and entertain the old, the pure, the only 
gofpel/' Atk agiy black buy called Frti^Wrnth^ bears 
her enormoas train, and with wonderfal art hides 
himieif behind it. While thoufands are taken with 
the fmiles and chearfolnefs of Wanton Free Grmct 
[for that is the virgin's right name] and for her fake 
welcome her painted mocher; a grey-headed Seer 
pa/Ies by, fixes his keen eyes upon the admired fa- 
mily, it}^9 thro' their difguife, and warns his friends. 
This is highly refented, not only by all the lovers of 
the fprightly, allaring maid, bot by fome excellent 
people, who, in the fimplicity of their hearts, midake 
her for the celeftial virgin JJtrta^ Mr. H. and Mr. 
T. two of her champions, fall upon the aged Moni- 
tor ; and to the great entertainment of the pharifaic 
and antinomian world, do their b^ft to tread down 
his honour in the duft. 

While they are thus, employed, a rough country^: 
man, who had taken the Seer's warning, throws him'^ 
felf full in the way of Jmim^mian ChriflUnify, and* 
tries to (lop her in her triuoiphant march. H^antcn 
Fru Grnc4 ts a little difconcerted at his rudenefs, ihe' 
reddens, and foon filers faerielf the true fifter of Free* 
Wrath,' To be revenged of the clown, fhe charges 
him with — guefs what — ^A rape : No, but wich being 
great with the fiearUt 'wkore^ and concerned with the 
Romilh man of fin% If he is acquitted of thefe enor- 
mities, they fay that Aie is determined to indite him 
for mnrder or ** ftr^ery ; " and if that will not do, 
for highway robbery, or ** extcrahle S'wi/s JIander,** 
The mountaineer, who counts not his life sCear^ Aands 
his ground, ar.d in the fcuflie difcovers the hlark hey, 
lays faft hold of him, and notwithflanding the good 
words that he gives one moment, and the floods of 
invedives, which he pours ont the next ; he drags 
him out to public view, and appeals to ^Ke ctvtvilLv^a 
world. Ef adhuc fuh judkt \\\ c/J. "^^"^ 
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But leaving England, the fccne of the prefent con- 
troverfy, I a£k, What does Cal*vinifm at this day for 
Scotland, where national hon^ars are paid to it, and 
where for forae ages it has paiTed for the pare gofpel ? 
Alas ! not much, if we may depend upon the obfer- 
vations of a gentleman of piety and fortane, who 
went lafl year with an eminent minifter of Chrift, to 
infped the ilate of fpiritual chriflianity in the north, 
and brought back this melancholy account: ** The. 
decay of vital religion is yet more viiible in Scotland, 
than in England.'' 

Should by this time fome of my readers be ready to 
afk, what Arminiantfin has done /or Holland and Eng-. 
land ; I reply : If by Arminianifm you mean the pure 
do£lrine of Chrift; efpecially the do^rine of our ivt^ 
juilification thro* Chrift, by the ti^r»j»^iv/tf/iVj> of faith 
in the day of a iinner's converiion, and by the evidena 
of the works of faith afterwards: if you mean, as I, 
do, a fyftem of evangelical truth, in which the two 
gofpel precepts helie'vi and obey are duly balaoced, 
^Tkdfaiih and txjorks kept in their fcriptural place ; J 
aufwer that, under Chrift,. it has done all the good 
which has been done, not only in Holland and Eng- 
land, but in all Chriftendom, 

Be not then miftaken : When minifters, leaning 
towards fpeculative antinomianifm, have done good ; 
it hat not been by preaching "m anion free grace t and by 
/hackling the free gofpel: but by powerfully in forcing. 
the truth as it is in Jefus ; by crying aloud, ** Believe, 
•* thou loft iinner, and be faved by grace — Ohe/, 
*' thou happy believer, and evidence thy falvation by 
'* nvorh -^ And ivho/hever ivill, let him come and 
*• take of the water of life freely, for all things arc 
** jtow ready.*' — So far as they have ftarted afide 
from this guarded, and yet encouraging gofpel, they 
have pulled down with one hand what they built with 
the other ; they have tried to make up the pharifaicp 
by widening the antinomian gap ; they have departed 
from what nve call Chriflianity^ and what you are 
at full liberty to call Armimanifm, BaKterianifmt or 
Wefkianifin, To 
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To return : I obferved jufl now, that antinomianifm 
drives us into pharifai/m^ fociniani/m^ and infidtlity ; 
bat might I not have added fatalifm^ the highefl de- 
gree of faihionable infidelity ? And after all, what is 
fatali/m^ in » which the greateil infidels unanirooufly 
iheiter themfelves in our day ? Is it not the beginning 
or the end of high Cal^vimfm^ whofe eroblematicai 
reprefentation may be a ferpent forming a circle while 
it bites its tail, with this motto, In fefe ntol'vitur error ^ 
jtftir a large circuit Error ends ^where it began P if high 
Cal'uini/m is the kead^ is not Fatalt/m the tail ? 

For my part I fhail not wonder, if feme of our high 
predeitinarians find themfelves before they are aware, 
even at Hobb's or Voltaire's feet, humbly learning 
there the horrible lefTons o£ Fatali/m. Nay, if I am 
not miftaken, they perfedlly Bgree with the French 
philofopher in the capital point. One might think 
that they have converted him to their orthodoxy, or 
that he has perverted them to his infidelity. Candid 
reader, jodge of it by the following extradt of his lec- 
ture on Deftiny, 

Homer [fays he] is the firil writer, in whofe 
works we find the notion of fate. It was then in 
vogue in his time. Nor was it adopted by the 
pharifees, till many years after : for thefe pharifees 
themfelves, who were the firll men of letters among 
the Jews, were not very ancient, &c. But philofo- 
phers needed neither the help of Homer, nor that 
of the Pharifees, to perfuade themfelves, that all 
things happen by immutable decrees, that all is 
" Jfxed, that all is nece//ary.'* Now for the proof. 
Bodies [adds hej tend to the center, pear trees can 
never bear pine apples, a man cannot have ab )ve 
a certain number of teeth" — And dire«f\ly flying 
from teeth to ideas, he would have us infer, that 
we can no more arrange, combine, alter, or difmifs 
our ideas than our grinders, and that an adulterer de- 
files his neighbour*s bed as necejfarily as a pear tree pro- 
duces pears He even adds, «« If thou couldft alter 

•* the deftiny of a fly, thou (houW&bt m^i^ ^q>m^\'^>3\ 
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" than God himftlf." Sec Diahnaire Phito/ophique 
fortatif, Londres, I'jS^. Page 165, 164, 

This ingenious infidel is qoite as orthodox (in the 
Calvinifiic fenfe of che word) in his article on Liberty, 
•* What does then your free will confift in [fays be] 
*' if it is not in a power to do 'willingly what ahfilutt 
^* neceffity makes you chufe ?" Nay, he is io ftanch 
a prededinarian, fo ccmpleat a fttahf^, that he main- 
tains, no one can chufe fvtu or odds without an irre* 
filUble order of all-direding fate. And be concludes 
by affirn>ing, that all ** lihtrty 0/ indiffertncet* that is, 
all power to do a thing, or to leave it undone at our 
option, withcuit the neceffitating agency of fate, *< is 
arrant nanfin/iJ** See the fame book, page 243, &c. 

I'hus the moA febtle, felf righteous infidel in 
France by going fall eail ; and the moft rigid, tho* 
rough-paced antinomian in England by going full 
weft, in the ways of Error, meet at lad face to face in 
the antipodes of Truth. O may the ibock caufed by 
their unexpected encounter, wake them both out of 
their fatal dreams, to call upon him, who takes the 
<wife in tkiir own eraftine/Sf imparts true wifdom 
to the fimple, and crowns the humble with grace 
and glory. 

As high Caiwni/tM on the left hand falls in with 
fataii/m, fo on the right hand it runs into the wildeil 
notions of fome deluded myftics, and ranting perfec- 
ttonids. Judicious reader, you will be convinced of it 
by che following propofitions, advanced byMolinosjf 
the father of the myftics and perfeAionili*, who are 
known abroad under the name ^^metifis. Theie poil- 
tions, among many others, were condemned by the 
Pope as •* raih, oflenfivc to pious ears, erroneous, 
fcandalous, &c.*' 1 extra^ them firoro the Bull of his 
Holinefs, given at Rome 1687, and pubHfhed by the 
archbilhop of Cambray at the end of his book called 
inftruStion fafioraloy printed at Amfterdam 16^8. See 
page 192, &c. 

f He was a pious, but injudicious clergyman of the church of 
Rome, who, in fome of his works, foiled the do^rine of grauhy 
Calvinillic refinements 5 and that oUtriftian ptrfeSiion by antinomian 
rant. 
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•* Felle operari a3t*vi eft Deum ofinden^ qui *vuk ejft 
" folus agensy Sec. To be willing to be adive and 
** work, IS to offend God, who will be the fole agent, 
«< &c. — Our natural activity ftands in the way of 
" grace, and hinders the divine operation and true 
•' perfeflion, quia Dens 'vult operari in nobis Jine nobis 9 
" becaafe God will work in us without us. — The 
foul ought not to think upon rewards and punifh* 
ments. — We muft leave to God the caring of all 
" that concerns us, that he may do in us, without 
" us, his divine will. — He that will be reiigned to 
" God's will, muft not afk him any thing, becaufe 
" petitions favour of our own will, and therefore 
•' are imperfeSl i'* [or, to fpeak in the Calviniftic 
way, ^^n/uL ] 

Again, '* God, to humble and transform us, per- 
** mits and wills, that the devil fhould do violence to 
** the bodies of fome perfeft fouls'* [/. e, ejiabliflied 
helie'vers'l '* and fhould make them commit carnal 
** actions againil their will. — God now fan6lifies his 
** faints by the miniftry of devils, who by caufing in 
their flelh the above-mentioned violent impulfes^ 
makes them defpife thcmfelves the more, &c. — St. 
Paul felt fuch violent impulfes in his body : hence 
he wrote, The good that I lAjould, I do not ; and the e'vil 
*whick I i^ould not, I do. Thefe violent impulfes 
are the belt means to humble the foul to nothing, 
** and to bring it to true holinefs, and the divine 
union ; there is no other way, et hcec eft via faci^ 
lijr et tutior, and this is the eafier and the fafer 
way — David, &c. fufTered fuch violent impulfes 
tvo external impure adlions, &c.'* 
Who does not fee here fome of the moft abfurd cc* 
nets, or dangerous confequences of Calvinifm ! Man is 
a mere machine in the work of falvation — The body 
of holy Paul is fold under fin — David in Uriah's 
bed is complete and perfedl in Chrift — Aftual adul- 
tery humbles believers, and is an excellent mean of 
fanrtification, &c. 
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When we fee antLnofnianlfm thus defiling xhc 
founder part of the Romifl) and Proteilant churches ; 
when the god of this world avails himfelf of thefe 
** antinomian dotages" to confirm myriads of diff 
pharifees in their felf-nghteous deluHons ; and when 
the bulk of men» ihocked at the glaring errors of 
both» tun for (belter to deiCin, and grofs infidelity; 
who would not defire to fee the dodrines o^ faith and 
nvcrify gracf and obtdienut fo dated and reconciled* 
that mtn of reafon might no longer be offended at 
f hriftianity ; nor men of raligion one at another ? 
. This is again aitem^ed'm the following difcourfe, 
the fubilance of which was committed to paper many 
years ago, to convince ibe pharifees and papifts of 
my pariOi, that there is no falvation by the faithlefg 
uorks of the law, bur by a living faith in Jefus 
Chrifl. With (bam« I confefk, that I did not then fee 
the need of guarding ,the do£lrine of faiths againd the 
defpifers oi works. I* was phiefly bent upon pulling 
up the tares of phartfaifm : Thofe of antinomianifm 
were not yet fprung up ie the field, which I began to 
cultivate : or my want of experience hindered me 
from difcerning them. But fince, what a crop of 
them have I perceived and bewailed ! 

Alas ! they ha%'e in a great degree ruined the /uc- 
cefs of my miniftry. I have feen numbers of lazy 
I'eekers, enjoying the dull pleafure of iloth on the 
couch of wilful unbelief, under pretence that Qod 
was to do all in them without them. 1 have feen 
fome lie flat in the mire of fm, abfurdly boalting that 
they cculd not fall ; and others make the means of 
[>race, means of idle gofliping or fly courtlhip. I have 
feen fbme turn their religious profefiion into a way 
of gratifying covetoufncfs or indolence ; and others, 
their fkiil in churchrmuiic, their knowledge, and their 
i^eal, into various nets to catch eileem, admiration, 
and praife. So;ne have I feen making j^(/?^r^^*s faith 
a reafpn to laugh at the crofs tc^day \ and others draw- 
pg from their mifapprehenfions of the atonement, 
^r^pjgac^t; to )d^ jcfs ipporUinatc in fccret prayer and 

mor^ 
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more conformable to this evil world, than once they 
were. Nay, I have feen fome profefling believers 
backward to do thofe works of mercy, which I have 
fometimes^fotrod perfons, who made no profeflion of 
godlinefs, quite ready to pei'fbrm. A«d Oh ! tell it 
in Sion, that watchfalneis may not be negl«£ted by 
believers, that fearfnlneCs may ieite upon bacidlideri, 
and that trembling may break the bones of hypocrites 
and apodates ; I have feen thofe, who had equally 
ihined by th^r g;ifni and ^aces, fir ike the moral 
world with horrt)r by the gro^eft antinomianiiin ; and 
difgrace |he doftrinc of foliation thr^* faith^ by the 
deeped plunges into fcandal'ous fin. 

Candid Reader, I need fay no more, to make thei 
fenfible of the neceflity of the additions and U9t$s, by 
which I have ftrengtb«ned and guarded my old dii- 
courfe, that it might be an equal Check to phari^ 
Jaijm and antinomianifm^ an equal prop to faith and 
Vii9rks. If it affords thee any -edification, give God 
the glory, and pray for the defpifed atithor. Afk in 
the words of good Bifhop Hopkins, that I may fo be- 
lieve, y& reft on the merits tf Chrift^ as if I had never 
wrought any thing ; and njiti thai fo work, as if I njoere 
only to hejavedby my onvn merits » AndO ! afk it again 
and again, for I find it a difficult thing, to give to each 
ofthefe its due in my praElice. It is the very depth and 
•height of chridian perfedton. 

END OF THE ESSAY. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Madeley^ Jan. io> I774« 

ABOVE iifceen years ago I looked into Baxter's 
Aphorifms on Juili£cation, aod thro' prejudice 
or floth 1 foon laid them down, as being too deep for 
flie. But a few days fince a friend having brought 
me Mr. Wefley's extract of them, I have read it with 
moch fatisfadtion, and prefent ny readers with a com- 
pendium of my difcourfe in the words of thofe two 
judicious and laborious divines. 

' As there are two covenants, with their difliB^l 

* conditions ; fo is there a two- fold righteoufnefs, and 

* both of them abfolutely neceflary to falvation. ■ 
' Our righteoufnefs of the iiril covenant, is not perfo- 

* nal, or confifteth not in any actions performed by 
' us ; for we never perfonally fatisiied the law* [o£ 
innocence] ' but it is wholly without us in Chriih In 

* this fenie tvcty chriAian difdaimeth his own righ- 
' teoufnefs, or his own works — Thofe only (hall be 
' in Chriil legally righteous, who believe and obey 
' the gofpel, and fo are in themfelves evangelically 

* righteous — Tho* Chrift performed the conditions 

* of the law' [of innocence] ' and fatisfied for our 
' non- performance, yet it is ourfelves that mull per« 

* form the conditions of the gofpel — Thefe two* 
[lalt] * propofitlons feem to me fo clear, that 1 do 

* wonder any able divines fhould deny them : Me* 

* thinks they ihould be articles of our Creed, and 

* a part of children's catechifms. To afErm that 

* our evangelical or new-covenant righteoufnefs is /'// 

* Chrift^ and not in our/elvts ; or performed by Chrift, 

* and not by ourfelves ; is fuch a mondrous |)icce of 
^ antinomian dodlrine, as no man, who knows the 

* nature and difference of the covenants can poflibly 

* entertain.* Bax.Jphor*Prof. 14, 15, 16, 17, 
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Salvation by the Covenant of Otace : 

A 

DISCOURSE 

On Romans xu 5» 6. 

Even fi then^ at this trefent time n(/b, there is a rem' 
nant according to the eUStion of grace : And if by 
gracky then it is no viore o/^tvorh, ctheriui/e grace is 
no more grac^ : But if it he cf *ivcrks, then it is no 
mare grace ; otherivife fwork is no more ivork* 

Introduction and BrvisiON. 

TH £ Apoftle complains in the preceding chap- 
ter, that Ifrael was^inded, and did not fee the 
way of falvation : / hear them record^ {siys h-e, Rom. 
X| 2, that they ha^e a Mai for God, hut not according 
to knofwledge ; for heing ignorant of Gcd^s right eoufnefs^ 
i. e. of God's way of faving flnners f merely thro* 
Jcfus Chrifl, and going about to tjiablifli their ozvn righ^ 

D 3 teou/ne/sf 

I I « - - ■ ^^11 I ■ ■■! M ■ - II I - I |- • if ■■ I II I III • II 

(i) t When I fay that God faves finncrs " merdy* ihro* Jcfus Chriff, 
*I do not exclude omx faitky the infirumental caufe of our falvation ; nor 
our tuorks offaitby the e^idtncing caufe of it ; any more than I exclude 
divine mercy. I only mean, that Clinft is tlie primary , meritorious 
caufe of our juftification ; and that from him aJl fecondary, injlru' 
inntai czuks receive whatever influence they have towards cur eter- 
nal falvation. Nor do I take away from the Redeemer's glory, when 
I affirm with the Rev. Mr. Madan, that " nve artjufiifed inflrumen- 
tally by faith ^ and declarativtl^ by ivoth j'' or that faith is the itiflru' 
mental, and works are the deelurntitfe caift of our complete juftifica- 
tion. For as I fpeak of faith in Chnlf, the Light if men and tie 
Saviour oftht *w^rld ; and as I mean the loorhs (f that faith ; I fecure 
his mediatorial honours ; fuch works being all wrought thro' his in- 
fluence, perfumed with lis merits, and accepted thro* his interceflion, 
Chrift is then all in aU9i\\\ j the primary and meritorious cau(e paf- 

fing thro' all the fecondary, and inftrumental caufe, as light dus thro* 
our windows and eyes j food thro' our mouths and ftomachs j and 
vital blood thro' our arteries and veins. 

N. B. The parts of this difcourfe, which are endofcd in brackets, [J 
are the addjt ons that guard or ftrengthen the old fermon vhich my 
opponent calls for j and the parts contained letv^-een the two hands 
|:^.-C8 a»e the palfages, which he has extiat\ed hots\\t, ;i'a.\ ^\^\.^\- 
•cd ar the end cf his Fijii/hing Stroke. 
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ieott/uefii that is, endeavouring to fave themfelves hf 
their own good works [fo called , hy wprks which, 
Uridly fpeaking, deferve rather to be named phari- 
faical than good ; ] they hantt not fubmitted to the rtph^ 
teoufnefs ofGod'^to that faith in Chrifl» which makes 
finner^ righteous before God : for Chrifi^ adds he, is 
the end of the lanv for righteoufnefs to every one that be^ 
lie*vethi Rom. x. 4 ; That is, [fince the fall] it is the 
very defign of the [Adamic] law, [the law of inno- 
cence given to finlefs Adam ; yea, and of the Mofaic 
law, when it is confidered as written infones, and de- 
corated with Aiadows or types of good things to come,] 
to bring men to believe in Chri^ for j unification and 
falvation : as he alone gives that pardon and life, 
which the law [of innocence] (hews the want of, [and 
which the Mofaic law, abflra6\ed from gofpel-pro- 
xnifesy points unto,] but cannot poflibly beitow. 

The Apodle refuming the fame fubjed in the chap- 
ter out ot which the text is taken, comforts himfelf by 
confidering, that, altho' Ifrael in general was blinded, 
yet all were not loft. Old Simeon and Anna hady^rv 
the falvation of God ^ and had departed in peace ^ Nicode- 
mus, a doftor in Ifrael, had received the doftrine of 
the new birth and falvation by faith. Three thoufand 
Jews had htcn pricked to the heart by penitential for- 
row, ^Xi^ filled luith peace and joy hy belie'ving in Jefus 
Chrift. And e'ven at this prejent time^ fays the Apoftle, 
there is a remnant [of my country-men faved] according 
to the eleSiion of grace : That is. There are fome of them, 
who, [like Nathaniel and Nicodemus] calling away 
their dependance on their own righteoufnefs, [and 
iruliing only in Chrift's merits] are numbered among 
the eleh, according to that gracious daree of {eleSion 
in Chrift, which] God [has fo clearly revealed] in the 
covenant of grace. He that beliei'eth fliall be fa^jid. Sec. 
Mark xvi. i6. f 

From 

(2) "f My fcntiment concerning eleEliort, is thus exprefTci by agncdt 
Calvinift rninifter, ** In the written word a decree of God is found, 
'* which {Iicws who arc the chofcn ajid ihe faved people; lie thjt 

*' bclwvctb 



( 3« ) 

^rom thence the Apoftle takes occafion to (hew, that 
pardon and falvacioa are noty in whole or in part, at- 
tained by [the covenant of] works, but merely by [the 
covenant of] grace, ji r€mnant of thofe filf-righteoas 
pharifees isjanted^ [not indeed by their felf- rig hteouf- 
nefs,] but by the covenant of gn ce, [according to 
which ive mull equally part with oot felf-righteouuiefs 
and our fins.] And if hy [the covenant of J gract^ then 
;/ // no more [by that] of ivorkst whether of the cere- 
monial law [of Mofes, ] or of the moral law [of inno- 
cence perverted to. pharifaic purpofes ;] el/e [tht ] grace 
[of Chrill] // no longer grace [beftowed upon a crimi- 
nal :] The ^rtTy nature of [{ gofpel-j^race is loft. Jnd 

• - '/ 

*' Mievetb, and is baptixedy JbaH be faifed. The chofen people thcre- 
" fore are a race of true believers, convinced by God*8 fpirit of their 
*^ rained eflate, endowed with divine faith, by which they feek to 
'* Chrift for help ; and feeking do obtain pardon, peace,and holinefs.** 
The Cbriftian World Unmajked, Second Edit. p. iS6. Judicious chrif- 
tians will probably agree here with this pious divine, if he does not 
deny : (i) That in the divine decree of eJedlion the word belizv- 
ETH, excludes from the eleftion thofe who have cafi off fbeir Jirfi 
faith f or Ixtve nuide ft)ifnvreck of the faith : And (2) That the word 
IS BAPTIZED, implies frofffing the faith in imrd and loork \ or 
making, and (landing to, the bapttfmal vow, which refpects not only 
believing the articles of the chriftian faith, but alfo keeping God's 
holy will and commandments. 

(3) J I fay g<fpei-grace, becaufe it is that which the Apoft'e means. 
It may with propriety be diftinguiflied from the original grace which 
Adam had before the fall, and which deifls and pharifees ftill fuppoie 
themfelves pcflefled of. Some people imagine, tlxat if our firft parents 
had well acquitted themfelves in the trial of their faithful nefs, their 
reward would »9f have been of grace ; they would (ftridtly fpeaking) 
have merited heaven. But this is a miftake. From the Creator to 
the creature, all blcffings are, and muft for ever be of grace, oi mere 
grace. Gabriel himfelf enjoys heaven thro' y>^^|^/-tfrt. Unlefs forae 
gracious promife interpofes, God n)ay this inftant put an end without 
injuftice, not only to his glory, but to his very exiftenre. Should 
you a/k what (difference there is, between original and gofpd grace ; I 
anfwer, that original, Adamic grace naturally flowed from God, as 
Creator aii\d Prcfcrvcrf to ir:nccent, happy creatures. ^\\t gojpel grcce, 
that for which St, Paul fo flrenucufly contends in my text, Aipcrna- 

lurally 
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// // he {by tbe coven Airt] efioorh^ then it is w viort 
'by gofpcl Ig'rflf^ ; el/e ivork is no lon^ \x.\it'\ *u)or^ 
of a finlefs creetare,] but the very nature of it is dc- 
llroyed [according to the firll covenant, which requires 
perfect conformity to the law in the work, and per- 
fect innocence in t'lc worker.] 

As if the Apoftle had faid, There is fomething (o 
abfolutely inconiiftent, between being faved by [the 
•covenant of] grace, and being faved by [that of] 
works, that if you fuppofe either, you of neceffity ex- 
clude the other : for what is given t(» works [upon the 
footing of the firft covenant,] is [improperly fpeak- 
ing] the payment of a debt [which God, by his gra- 
cious promife, contracted with innocent mankind with- 
out the interpoiition of a Mediator:] whereas [gofpel-] 
grace implies [not only] a favour \ftri3ly /peaking 
unmerited [by us ; but alfo an atoning facriiice on 
the Redeemer's part, and a damnable tlemerit on our 
own : ] fo that the fame benefit cannot^ in the very 
things, be derived from both [covenants.] 

Having thus opened the context, I proceed to a 
more particular illuilration of the text; and that I 
may explain it as fully, as the time allotted for this 
difcourfe will permit, 

FIRST, I Ihall premife an account of the two co- 
venants : The covenant of works, to which the pha- 
rifces of old trufted, and [moil of] the Roman catho- 
lics, with too many falfe proteflants, frill trufl in our 
(Jays : — And the covenant of grace, by which alone 

a 



turaliy flows from God, as Redeemer and Comforter, to guilty, nvretcttd 
tnankind : And here let us take notice of the oppoiition there Is, be- 
tween pharifaic and evangelical obedience, between the ivorks of the 
law and the 'worh cf faith. The former are done with a proud con- 
ceit oi the natural flren^tk, which man loft by the fall ; and the latter, 
with an bumble dtpendi/ne en divine meiry thro* the Redeemers me- 
rits i and on the fupemutural porwer Leftowcd upon loft mankind for 
his fake. "When St. Paul decries the works of the law, it is merely 
to recommend the works of faith : and yet, O tiie dreadful effects ot' 
confuficn ! in Bubel people fuppole, thut he pours ec^ial contempt 
upcn both. 
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a remnant was favcd in St. Paul's time, ar.d will be 
faved in all ages. 

SECONDLY, I ftiall prove, that the way cf fal- 
vation by [obedient] faith only, or, vhich is the 
fame thing, by thb covenant of grac£, is the 
ONLY WAY that leads to life, according to the fcrip- 
tores and the articles cf our church, to whofe holy 
dodlrine I (hall publicly fet my feal. 

THIRDLY, f (hall endeavour to (how the unrea- 
fonablenefs and injulHce of thofe, who accufe me of 
** preaching againil good works" when I [decry pha« 
rifaic works, and] preach falvatton thro' the covenant 
of grace only. 

FOURTHLY and laftly, after having informed 
you, why [even] good works [truly (b called] cannot f 
[properly J deferve falvation in whole or in part ; I 
Iball anfwer the old objection of [fome ignorant] pa- 
pills, [and pharifaical protellants :] '* If good works 
" cannot I [properly merit us heaven,] why ihould 
*< we do them ? There is no need to trouble ourfelvea 
" about any*'* 

First 

(4) f I prefer properly to abfoluutj, the word which I formerly 
utod ; becaufe abfolutely bears too hard upon the fecond gofpel axiom, 
and turns out oJ* the gofpel the rewttrdable condecency^ that our ivbo i 
bhedienctf even according to Dr. Owen, hatb unto eternal life, thro* 
Ood^s gracious appointment, 

(5J J I fay novf properly merit us beav «, and not Jave us, get us 
heaven,, or procure us kewvtn, expreHions which occur a few times in 
my Old fermon ; becaufe [taking the word merit in its full and proper 
fcnfe 1 the phrafe " cannot merit us heaven^^^ leases room to defend the 
necemty of evangelical obedience, and of the works of faith, by whicli 
we /hall be faved, not indeed as being the firft and properly meritori- 
ous caufe of our falvation, (for to afcribe them that honour would be 
to injure free grace, a)id place them on die Mediator's throne) but as 
being the fecondary inftrumental caufe of our j'jftification in tbi great 
day, and confequently of our eternal falvation. 

Nor does the expreiTlon properly merit us'heazrtn clarti with fuch 
fcriptures as thefe — ff^hm the wicked man turnetb from his iniptity, he 
^!>allfave his foul alive — Save fame loithfiar — Have thy hujband — 
Same thy ivifa — JVe are faved by hope — fVork out your own falvation, 
— He that converteth a fnner jball fave afoulfr^m death — Thy faith 
hatb faved thee — In doing this tBouJbalt favc tbyjtlf^ and item, tbot btar 
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First Part. 

I begin by laying before yoa an account of the two 
[grand] covenants, that God entered into with man. 
The firft was made with Adam, when he was in a Hate 
of innocence in paradife. The condition of it, which 
is excei&vely hard, {nay, abfolutely impoflible] to 
fallen man, was e^fy before the fall. It runs thus : 
^_____ Do 

thtt, A preacher ihould do ju#ice to erery p;utof the fcripture. Nor 
fhould he blunt one edge of the fword of the ipirit, under pretence of 
making the other (harper. This I hiadvertently did fome times in the 
year 1762. May Ood endue me with wifdom that I may not do it 
It in 1 774 ! I find it the niceft thing in pra^ical, as well as in pole- 
mica) divinity, fo to defend the doChine of God's frge graa as not to 
wound that of mam*s faithful tbedience, and vice verfa* Thefe two 
do^lrines fupport the two gofpel axioms, and may be called the breads 
of the church. A chHd of God, inftead of peeviihly bitiag the one 
or the other, ihoald fuck them alternately ; and a minifter of Chrift, 
inftead of cutting oii' either, ihould carefolly prote£l them both. 

Shoiitd any one object, that If Calvinifm is fuppOLted by the Kev. 
Mr. £ecFidge*< diiUndlion between Ir and Ir [fee the fifth Check, 
2d part :] the gofpel-axioms, about which we make io much ado, 
have not a better foundation ; fince they depend upon a diflin£lion 
bec^ftcen original merit and derived merit. I reply, that the diftinftion 
between legal Ir and evangelical If, Is unworthy of Chrift, and not 
Mi contrary to fcripture, than to reafon, and morality* On the con- 
trary, the diftinflion between triginal or proper merit, and derived 4X 
improper worthinefs, far from being frivolous, is fbriptural, [ fee 
IV Check, p. 65, &c.] folid, highly honourable to Chnfl, greatly 
conducive to morality, very rational, and lying within the reach or 
the.meanefl capacity. 

This will appear from the following propofitions, which contain 
the fum of our do^brine concerning merit. — (x) All prSer worthinefs, 
merit, or defert of any divine reward, is in Chtift, the overflowing 
fountain of all original excellence. — (2) If any of the living water 
of that rich fpring is received by faith, and flows thro' the believer's 
heart and works, it forms improper worthinefs, or derived merit j be- 
CAa(e, prpperfy fpeakiag, it isChtift*s merit ftill, — (3) Original mcnt 
anfwers to mcj^rft gofpel axiom, and derived worthinefs to xhtfecond. 
(4) According to the firft covenant we can never merit a reward, be • 
caufe, of ourfelves as (Inners, we deferve nothing but hell ; and that co- 
venant irakes no provifion of merit for hell'deferving finners. — But ( 5) 
according to ^t fecond covenant, by God's gracious appo>ntment and 
m?rciful promife, we can, improperly fpeakiag, be worthy of heaven, 
thro' the blood of Clirift fprinkled upon out hearts, and thro' his 
r/ghteoufner$ derived tg us and to Our works hy faith. — (6) Hence 

ifr 
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Do this [thou finlefs man] aW li've : The [innocent] 
man that does thefe things^ Jhall live by them^ Rom. x. 5. 
Xhat is» ** if thou [who art now a guiltlels, holy and 
** perfect creature] yicldclt a conftant, univerfal, aofid 
'' perfefl obedience to the moral law,'* now fummed 

^ 

It is^ that God will give fome, namely impenitent murderers, blood to 
drink, y^r tbty are ivortby, they properly deferve it j while others, 
namely, penitent believers, (hall walk with Chrift in white, for tiny 
areitforthy, they improperly merit it. Rev. xvi. 6. and iii. 4. 

An illuftration taken from a leaden pipe full of water, may 
Aow how it is pofliblc, that utrwortby nsan fliould become wortiy, 
thro* the righteou£aefi which Chrlit fupplies believers with. Stri^Hy 
fpeaking, water does not bdong to a pipe, any more than merit or 
worthineft to a believer t for a pipe is only a number of dry flicets oi 
lead foldered together : But if that Jfy, leaden pipe really receives fome 
of the water, which a river fupplies j I make myfelf ridiculous by af- 
•ferting, that the man who hint*, there is water in the pipe, confounds 
the elements, feeks to dry up the river,- and is guilty of a dreadful 
pfailoibphical berefy. 

However, if our prepoflelled. brethren feel an invincible averfion 
to our Lord*8 word [.aPios] tneriting, we are willing to become all 
things to them for his fiike. If it may be a means^f rdloring tran- 
quillity to their mind^, we cheiarfally confent to ufe only the word of 
our tranflators ivorthy ; and here I give full leave to my readers, 
whenever they meet the noun pterit os the verb to merit in my Checks, 
to read tvorthinefs inAead of the one« and to be tuortby inflead of the 
other. It may mdeed puzzle unbiased perfbns to find a difference be- 
tween tho/e exprefHons j but no matter. If others will expofe their 
prejudice, we ought not only to maintain the truth, but to fhow our 
condefceafion. The word Merit k abfolutely nothing to Mr. Wefley 
and me ; but the do£irine of fiithful obedience in Chrift, and of tl^ 
gracious rewards with which it ihiil be crowned for his fa{ce, contains 
all our duty on ^arth, and draws after it all our blifs in heaven. There- 
fore, onty grant us truly the fecond gofpel-axiom ; — grant us, that 
God has not appointed his creitures to endJefs funijhments and hea- 
venly rewards out of mere caprice : —grant us, that, while the wicked 
(hall property and legally deserve their owN"(and not 
Adam*s) place in hell, the righteous fhall improperly and evangdicalli 
BE WORTHY TO OBTAIN THAT WORLD, whcw they Jba// ifc e^uai 
to tit angels, Luke xx. 35; — grant us that man is in a ftate of pro- 
bation, and fhall be recompeniedyor, and according to loJbat be has done 
in the ^y, ivbetber it be good or badt-" In a word, grant us the ca- 
pital do&rine of a day ot retribution, in which God Jhalt judge the 
world in wifdom and rightecujnefs, not in folemn folly or fatanical 
hypocrify ^ and we aik oo more. — This note is a key to all the 
dft^iines, which we maiatala in the M\tv\Ll«s, ^n^ t\^\ivci >Sk ^\^ 
Chcck5. 
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op in the ten commandmcDts, ** thou (halt be reward- 
•* ed with glory and heaven. But if thou failed in 
'* any one particular, whether it be in thought, word, 
•* or deed, t/iou Jhah/urefy ^U, Gen. ii. 17, ioxthe/oml 
** thatjinneth it fliall du^ fiz. xviii. 4. The *wages of 
** Jin is deaths Rom. vi. 23. And curfed is every one^ 
** that continueth not in ALL things y ^written ia the hook 
** cf the la'Lv to do thsniy* (jal. iii. 10. 

Nor does this covenant make any allowance for de- 
ficiencies, or pafs by one tranfgreffion great or little, 
without pronouncing the threatened' curfe ; [for ic 
made no p^ovifion for repentance, neither did it offer 
finners the help of a facrificing prieil, or interceding 
mediator.] Whether therefore the fin be murder and 
adulteiy, or only eating fome forbidden fruit', its lan- 
guage is, f Who/oeijer Jhall keep the ivhole laixt^ and yet 
offend in one point » he is guilty of ally James ii. 10. That 
IS, All the curfes denounced againft thofe, who break 
the covenant of works, hang upon bis guilty head, 
[and will fall upon him in a degree proportionable to 
the aggravations of his fin.] 

This £rll covenant we have all broken 10 oar iit^ 
parents, for [/» Adam all die] — By one man Jin entered 
i*:fo theivorld^ and death hy Jn \ andfo death pajfid upon 
all men J for that all ha've Jinned^ Rom- v, 12. We are 
then all born [or conceived] in Jin ; Pfalm Ii. 5 ; and 
confequently ijue a^e hy nature children ofijjratn^ £ph. 
ii. 3. But this is not all : this root of original fin, pro- 
duces in every man many a^lual iniquities, whereby, 
as we imitate Adam's rebellion, fo we make the guilt 
of it our own, and faden the curfe attending that 
guilt upon our own fouls. Rom. vii. 34. 

Therefore, while wje remain in our natural date, 
[or, to fpeak more intelligibly, while we continue in 

fin, 

■ I . . I • I 111 I ' I I ti .11 III ■ 

(6) -f- Whoever wads the fcripturcs without prejudice, will be of 
Mr. Burgefa's mind concerning this awfid text, [fee IVth Check, 
p. 42.] It was evidently fpoken with reference to Cbrifi^s lato of It* 
hertyy as w ell as forre of the paiTages quoted in the preceding para- 
graph : and if they guard even that law j how much more the l?.w of 
innocence, which, tho* it cannot ^c holier in its precepts^ is yet much 
ojore peremptory in its cmfes ! 
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£n, guilty and total impenitency ; we not only tram« 
pie the covenant of grace under foot, but] we fland 
upon the [broken] covenant of works ; aud confe* 
quently lie under the dreadful curfe, which is already 
denounced againfl tvety tranfgrefTor of the law, Gal. 
3, 10, [as well as againft tvtry defpifer of the gofpe], 
Heb. X, 27.] 

Hence it is that, hy the deeds of the la^w, i. e. by the 
[unfprinkled] good works commanded in the law [of 
innocence ; or by the ceremonies prefcribed in tne 
law of Mofes,] /hall no Jlejh living [no (inner] hejuf- 
iified : for as many as are of the luorks of the tanv^ 
[as it (lands oppofed to tne gofpel ; yea, as many 
alfo as reil, like the impenitent pharifees, in the letter 
of the Mofaic law,] are under the curfe\ the f capture 
having concluded all under Jin, [i. e. tellified that all 
are finners by conception and prance] and confe- 
qu^ntly under the curfe [of the firft covenant,] that 
every mouth may he flopped, and all the tworld may become 
guilty [i. e. may humbly confefs their fallen and loit 
cllatc] before God, [and gladly accept his offers of 
mercy in the fecond covenant.] Rom. 3, 19, 20. 

In this deplorable Hate of guilt and danger, we [ge- 
nerally] remain carelefs and infenfible, [when we have 
once taken to the ways of vanity] f^ making what we 
call ** the mercy of God^* a pack-horfe [if I may nfe 
fo coarfe an expreiTion] to carry us and our fins 
to heaven, upon the Jihhy rags f of our own [phari- 
faic] righteoufnefs. "vD Here we continue, till divine 
grace awakens us, by the preaching of the gofpel, or 
by fome other means. Eph. v. 14. Being then roufed 
to a ierious confideration of our fallen (late in Adam, 
and to a fenfibility of the curfe which we lie under, 
ihro' our numerous breaches of [the fecond, as well 
as of] the firft covenant ; after many fruitlefs attempts 
10 remove that curfc, by fulfilling the law [of inno- 
cence ;] after many [faithlefs] endeavours to fave 
ourfelves by our own [anti-evangelical] works, and 
righteoufnefs, ^ we delpair at lait of getting to hea- 

E N^T\, 

'7; f Here that cxprcflion is vifed \n tX\e ^m^XmAltxi'^, 
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vcn, by building a babel with the afitemfireJ moriay 
of our own [fancied] fincerity, and the bricka of 
our wretched good works, [or rather of our fplendid 
iins.] ^ And leaving the impaHable road of the 
covenant of works» we bedn to feek [as condemned 
criminals] the way, which God's free mercy has 
opened for loft iinners in Jefus Chrill. AAs ii. 37. 
Phil. ii'i. 6. &c. 

This «^w and lining tvay [for I may call it by the 
n^me which the apollle emphatically gite^ to the laft 
difpenfition of the gofpcl] Heb. x. 19, 10, is the pew 
covetiaftt, the covenant of grace [in its vftrtods editi- 
ons or difpenfations. For, if the Chridian edition is 
called new in oppoiition to the Jewifli, all thefcditioi^s 
together may well be] called nenvt in oppofition to the 
old covenant, the covenant of works [made with Adam 
before the fall.] It is alfo termed gojpely that is, glad 
tidings J becaufe [ f with different degrees of evidence] 
it brings Comfortable news of free falvation in Chrift, 
to all £at fee they are undone in themfelves. 

jT^* The 

'■■ • '■ ■ , ■ ■ ■ " '^ ■ " ' ' ' ' ' ' ' "^ 

(S) f -This, and the preceding clauics are added, to guard the doc- 
trine x^ the gofpel-di^nfations, of which I had but very confufed 
views eleven yciars ago. See thii'd Check, p. 10, ^c. Leaniag then 
too much towards Calvinifm, I fancied, at times at JeaA-, that the 
goffel was con^ned within the narrow channel of its laft di/penfation \ 
wr.ich was as abfurd as if I had conceited, that the fwellof our rivers 
at high v^atcr, is all the ocean. But turning to my bible, and " ret> 
viewing the whole aftir,*' I clearly fee, that the Jewklh and Chriftian 
gofptj are not the everUfting gofpelf but only jtwo of its brighteft dif- 
penfations* Should the reader aik me what I mean by the everlafiing 
gofpcl, when J confider it in its foil latitude : I anfwer, that I 
mean with St, Paul, The riches cf God's goodfie/s,/orhearance, and long 
Juffering, leading men to rfbintance for (Thrift s iake, who in all ages 
is the Sofviour ^ftbe iverld. — Vea, and the fevere ftrokes of his grar 
clous providence driving them to it. I dar«notin£nuate, that Jonah, 
one of the jnoft fuccefsfol preachers in the world, yras not a gofpelr 
freackiTy when j^e ftirr.ed op all the people of Niniveh to repentance, 
hy the fear of impending deft|ii£tion .5 and that St. John the ditniiM 
was a ftranger to true divinity, when he gave us the following account 
of tlvE manner, in which a celeftial Evangelift preached the everlaft- 
)^^g gofpcl, JJanv an other angel having /i6« everlasting gospel 
^'£> /^r^-aci uffta fi>em that dwell on the eartht f'nd to every nation, and 

kindred, 
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, ^Thc fecond covenant then, or the g^fpcl, ii 4. 
tjifpen Cation of free grace and mercy [not only to lit- ■ 
tie children, of whom is the kingdom of heaven, but 
•Jfo] to poor, loft, hclplefs finners, who, feeing and 
feeling ihemfelves condemned by the law [of inno- 
cence,] and utterly unable to obtain jaftific^ipn i^(>oi^ 
the terms of the first covenant, come to [a morcifor 
God thro*] Jefui Chrift [//«# light nfment according to 
the helps a^orded them in the difpenfation, which 
they are under,] to feek in him [and from him thofe 
merits and] that righteovfoefs^ which they have not 
in themfelves. For the Son of God, being both God 
and man in one perfon ; and by the invaluable facri- 
fic« of himfelf upon the crofs, having fuffered the 
pttnifliroent due to all our breaches of the law [of 
works ;] and by his moll holy life having anfwered 
4II the demands of the f FiasT coveaaat, God c^n ht 

^ E» jjf^ 

kiiulrtd, and fngite^ and ffcfft, [Hare is fiwe gntoel] fayinf wtb a 
hud v$ite t /W G§d, ana givi gmy to him, fir tie hour of biijudg- 
mtnfi la well as of his mercy, is come : ami wcrfiip kirn that made 
beavtn aad eartb, and tbefta^ and thefountaim ofivatcn. Here is, if 
I am not xniftaken, the gofpel according tQ which many Jball come frcm 
the tafi audjrom tbe w^, andfialljit down at the heavenly fcaft with 
the Father of the faithful, when the unloving Pharireesy^a//^(f tbrufi 
out, notwithilanding their great ado about ahfolttte efe^ioa. This note 
will probably touch the apple of my leader^s eye, if lie is a rigid pre- 
deftinarian. But if he is ofiended, I intreat him to conHdcr, whe- 
ther his love does not bear fome refcmblance to the charity of thofe 
fbong predeftinarians of old, thofc mooopolizcrs of Cod's ele<Sl:ion, 
who dcfpiied poor ^«««ri of the Gentilei, How violent was their pre- 
judice ! They vaftly admired our Lord^s fermon at Naxaretb, tiU he 
touched the fore that feftered in their flrait-laced breaA. But no 
fooner did he infinuate, that their election was not yet made fure^ 
and that the poor Pagan widow of Sarepta, and Naaman the Syrian 
were not abfolute reprobates ; than /iw iixre flLd *{vUb wratb, and 
rtfe kpy and tbrujl him out of the city, and led him to the brozj of the hill, 
that they vugla cajl him down headlong. He had touched their great 
Diana, and merefore, to be fute, he had committed the unpardonable 
fin ; he had fpoken treatba, herefy, blafpbemy. 3ee Luke i7. a8. 

(9) -f* Altho' there were fome very un^u^rdcd paffr^ges in my ori- 
^aal fermon, yet, what was unguarded in on^ place, was in a great 
degree g;uarded in another. Thus even in this paragraph, which is 
the firft that Mr, Hill produces in his eKU^^.Vk'j l>yxv|,^AXCV>nSt 

\xOX 
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U'fi^ and the jvfiifier of him that hcl:e*ves in Jtfusy Rom. 
iii. 26. '^ ThcrcforCi if a finner, ivhofe mouth it 
JtoppeJ^ and who has nothing to pay, pleads from the 
heait the atoning blood ofChrid [and fuppoiing be 
never heard that precious name, if according to his 
light, he implores divine mercy , for the free exercife 
of which Chrid's blood has made way] not only God- 
wilJ r.ot dcli'ver him to the tormentors^ but will frankly 
forgi've him all, Luke vii, 41, &c. 

^' Herein then confifts the great difference, be- 
tween the iix^ and the fecond covenant. Under the 
frfi, an abfblote, Hnftnning, aniverfal obedience in 
our own perfons is required ; and fuch obedience we, 
[in our fallen date,] can never perform. — Under the 
iccond covenant, this obedience [to the law of inno- 
cence, payed by, and] in oar farety Chriftjefus, when 
We are united to him by a faith of the operation of 
God, is accepted inflead of our own. *£:q For as our 
fins were transferred upon the Redeemer's guililefs 
head, fo his merits are brought home to our guilty 

fouis 

hai arjivtred all the demands of the first cd^enar.t for believers, I 
indiredly aflbt, that he has not anfwered the demands ofxhtfecorui \ 
and that according to the gcfpel, we muft peifonally repent, believe 
aind cbcy to be finally accepted : The covenant of grace in/ifting as 
much upon tbt luorh if faith, as the covenant of 'rvcrks did upon tbf 
ivorh cftbt laiu of innocence, in order to our cortinuanXe and progrtfi 
m the divine favour. A do€lrine this which is the ground oi the 
minutes, the qninteflcncc of the Checks, and the downfall of antino- 
mianifm. It wa« only with refpe^l to the covenant of works, and to 
the law of innocence, that I faid in the next paragraph, tranfpofcU by 
Mr. Hill, "This obec^ience — when we are united to Chrift by a 
** faith ofthe operation of God, 18 accepted iwstead or our 
** OWN.** How greatly tlien does he miftake n--c, when he fuppoie- 
I aflirted that the pcrfonal, Adamic, and (in one fenfe) anti-ev ange- 
lical obedience of Chrift, which fprang neither from gofpeUfalth nor 
from gofpel-repentance, is accepted inflead of the perfonal, penitential, 
evangelical obedience of believers I It is juft here that the Calvinift;* 
uirn afide from the truth, to make void the law of Chrift and follow 
untinomian dotages, Becaufe Chrift has fulfilled the Adamic law ot 
innocence for us, they fancy that he has alfo fulfilled his own evan- 
{^clical Uw of gofpcl-obcdience, according to which we muft ftand or 
/aJJ, when hy our words Vfzjhall bejuflified, and by our 'words vitjhail 



( 41 1 

foals by the |po)verfiil pp«r;itioji of 4»»>IJP grace thro*, 
faith, and being tb9$ fifmfle^^ in^Qhrifif [with regard 
to thefulfilling of the fi^lst covfPiJ^nt,] we can re- 
joice in Godf who has made him ^nto ^s *^ijdpm^ fi^hU' 
ovfyefs^feinSificati^nt tmi redtmpHon, \\ fay, if^ijihre^^d 
to thifuifiHing ofthM piRST cov/ffC^ff to gj^a^rd a^^inft 
the error of thouH^nds, w\\p v^iply imagipe that Chrift 
has falEUed the terqas of the Jicofid covenant for os, 
end talk oi finiftied fdlvati^t juft as if our Lord had 
adaally repented <>f oqr fins, hj^lieved . in his own 
blood, and fulfilled his own evangelical law in our 
(lead ; a fatal error this, which makes chriftians law- 

E 3 lefs, 

(lo) + If I fay that ^nittnt believers arc compkat in Chrift with 
Tefpe£t to \}D!tfirji covenant ; I do not intimate H^iX fallen believers^ 
who erueify the Sw rfGodafreJh, may even conunit deliberate murder, 
and remain compUat in him, or rather (as the original means alfo) 
JUIed with him. Far be the hr)rrid infinuation from the pen and heart 
of a Chriftian. I readily grant, that true believers are not lefs dead 
to the Adamic law of innocence, than to the ceremonial law of Moles ; 
and that, with refpe^ to it, they heartily fay as David, Enter not into 
fut^ment loitbthyfervantx, hordyfar in thyJtghtJhaUno man living 
hi juflijied. But miAake me not ; I would not infmuate, that they 
are lawkfs, or only under a rule cfUje, which they may break with- 
out endangering their falvation. No ; they are under the kno of 
Chrift y the law of libert^y the law af the fftirit of life^ the royal law of 
gofpei-holinefs ; and according to this law, they Ifaall all be rewarded 
or puniHied in the day of judgment. AltLp' this law admits of re- 
pentance after a ^U, at leaft durmg the day of falvation ; and altho* 
it does notxondema us, for not obeying above our prefent meafure of 
-^wer ; yet it does not make the leaft allowance for wilful fin, any 
mora than the Adamic law j for St. JaTes informs a believer, that 
if be offend in Me point, he is guilty of all. And indeed cur Lord^s 
parable confirms this awful declaration. The favoured fervant, 
who had the inmienfe debt often thoufand taltnts forgivm him, finned 
againft Chrift*s law only in one point, namely, in refufing to have 
mercy on his fellow fervant, as his Lord had had compa/Hon upon 
-him ; and for that one oftcace he was delivered to the tormentors, as 
notoriouily guilty of breaking the whole law of liberty and love. If 
be who dejpifed the law of Mofes ptriftxd undgr two or three witneJJ'cs, 
of bow MUCH softSR rvfiisHWL^T fiall be be thought wortly, 
who defpiies the law of Chrift. This is the ground of the epifUe to 
the Hebrews : but who confiders it ? Who believes, that the Son of 
God will command even the unprofitable fervant to be cut afundet \ 
fFltn the Son of Man cwuthfitMl be find faith w^n the ea»tb^ \jc:^^^- 
htJjt my unbdJeft 
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jefs, reprefents Chrift as the minifler of iin, and arkn^ 
the antinomian fiend With' a dreadful ax, to fell the 
trees of rijghteoufnefs, and cut down the very pillars 
cf the hji^ofe of tiod. J 

From what has teen obferved it follows, that be- 
foye ahy'one can believe f to falvation] in the gofpel- 
i^tS^ 0? the word, he muft be con'vinced ofjtn by the 
"Tjpjrit of God, John xvi. S. Pie mull feel hitafelf a 
guilty, loil, and helplcfs finner, unable to recover the 
favour and i.nage of God by his own ftrength and 
TJghteoufnefs : Ads ii. 37, 38. 

This convi£lion and fenfe of guilt make the iinnet 
come travelling and hea<vy laden to Chrijl, earneftly 
claiming the rejl which he offers to weary fouls, Mat. 
3ci. 28. This reft the mourner feeks \vith the con- 
trite publican, in the conflant ufe of all the means of 
grace ; endeavouring to bring forth fruit meet for re* 
■pentance^ till the fame fpirit, that had convinced him 
of fin, and alarmed his drowfy confcience, con^vinces 
iiim alfo of right eoufnefsy John xvi. 8, that is, fhews 
him the all-fufficiency of the Saviour's [merits or 
righteoufnefs, to fwallow up his [f former fins, andj 
wnrighteoufnefs ; and the infinite value of Chri(l*s 
meritorious death, to atone for his [f pall] unholy 
life; enabling him to belie*ve nvith the hbart, and 
confequently to feel [under the chriflian difpenfation] 
that he has an intereft in the Redeemer's blot d and 
righteoufnefs ; [or, that he is favingly interefted in 
the merit of all that the Son of God fufiPered, did, 
and continues to do for us. ] 

This lively faith, xW\s faith % mjorking by lo've^ is 
that ikhich is imputed for right eoufnefs^Kom* iv. 3, and 

that 

— ■ 1 > 

(11) -f Without the vfoiAifofmtr «id /w/?, the fentence leaifed 

towards Antinomianifm. It gave fallen believers room to conclude, 

that their future or prefetit unlioly lives were unconditionally atoned 

for J contrary to St. FauPs guarded gofpel, God has fit forth Cbriji to 

he a trt^itiation, to declare bis rigbtecufncfi for the remijjion of Jim that 

ARE PAST. Here is no pleafing innuendo, that the prefent, or future 

fins cf laodicean backfliders, ** arc for ever and for ever cancelled.*' 

f 12) X This is the very doftrine of the rmnuta and of the chtch, 

fs It net B/ioniOi'mg, that Mr. Hill fhculd defirc mc to publifh wy 

fjrmcu, as '* fle^efi corfutaticri'' of both I 
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tliat whereby a foul is born of God [according W 
thef chrilHan difpcnfation of thegofpel.] i fohn v. i. 
By this faith the [chriftian] believer being [Wrongly] 
united to Chrift, as a member to the body, becomes 
entitled to [a roach larger (hare in] the benefit of all 
that our Lord did and fu!fered ; and in confequence 
of this fftrong] vital union with him, who is the 
fource of all goodnefs, he derives a [degree of | power 
till then unknown, to do good works truly fo called : 
as a graft, which is [ftrongly] united to the ftock that 
bears it, draws from it new fap, and power to biing 
forth fruit in [greater] abundance. 

[o 

(13^ -f The judicious reader will eafily perceive, that the additions 
made to this, and feme other paragraphs of my old lermon, are in- 
tended to guard the inferior difpenfations of the gofpel. Are there 
r.ot degreei of faring faith, inferior to the faith of the chrifti.in gof- 
*pel ? And are not thofe degrees of faith confiftcnt with the moft 
profound ignorance of the hiftory of onr Lord's fufferings, and conie- 
quently with any explicit knowlcd^ of the atonement. Altho* man- 
kind in general bad fome confcioufnefs of guilt, and a confufed idea 
of propitiatory facrifices ; and altho' all the Jewifli facrifices aj»d pro- 
phecies pointed to the great atonement ; yet how few, even among 
the pio'is Jews, feem to have had a char belief that the Mefliah 
v^ould put cnvayfn by the Jacrifce ofbimfelf! How unreafonable is it 
then to confine the gofpel to the explicit knowledge of Chrift's aton- 
ing fuftcrings, to which both the prophets and apoftles were once fuch 
Grangers ! Decs not St. Peter intimate that the prophets parched, to 
little purpofe, ivbat the Spirit Jignijied, nvhen it tejiifed before band the 
fujferingi of Chriji ; fince it ivas revealed to them, that not unto tbcm- 
fhcs, but unto, us, they did minijier the things, ivbich are nnu rrporttd 
in the chriftian gofpel > 1 Peter i. 11, 12 And how abfurd is it \o 
luppofc, that nothing is gofpel, but a dodrinc, which the firft prc.ich- 
frs of the chriftian gofpel knew little or nothing of» even while they 
pieichfd the gofpel under our Lord's immediate direftion ? Did net 
John the Baptift exceed in evangelical knowledge, all that 'were born 
of women ? Were the Apoftles much inferior to him, when they had 
been three years in Chrift's fchool ? Did not our Lord fay to them, 
Blejfcd are your eyes for they fee, and your ears for th/y bear ; pr vtrilf 
many prophets and righteous men have defircd to fee the things that ^e fd^ 
and have notfecn tbcm ; and to hear the things that ye bear, and have not 
heard thtm f Again, did he not tcftify, that in general they had jufti- 
fying faith, i. c. faitli working by love ? D.d he not f<iy. Aery are ye 
clean tbro* the word which J have fpokcn unto you — The Father hiwfjf 
Ui'itbyw, bccaufe you have loved m<, and hfXxwti tbat 1 came jortb Jvon 
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X O thott, that proffifleft the chriftian faith* cfpe* 
ciaily,] fliew'ine thy faith hy thy njoorkft fays an Apof- 
tle : that is, fhew roc that thoa art grafted in Chrift 
[accordiog to the chriAiao difpenfation] by fervtng 
God with all thy flrength ; by doing all toe good thou 
caDfl to the fouls and bodies of men with chearfalnefsi 
hv fiHTering wrong and contempt with meeknefs ; by 
flighting earthiy joy», mortifying fiefhly lafls, having 
thy converfation in heaven, and panting every hour 
after a clofer union with Chriil, the life of all believ- 
ers. If thou doli not bring forth thefe fruits, thou 
arc not a Chriflian ; thou art not in Chrift anew crea" 
turty 2 Cor. V. 17. Thou mayeft talk of faith, and 
fuppofe that thou believe(l ; but give me leave to tell 
chee, that [Hinlefs thou art in the cafe of the £unuch, 

who 
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<iod f Nay, did be not fejod them tw4> and two, to preach the gofpe! 
of the day : the kif^dam rfkeaven it at hand: Ji^ent and Relieve thc 
GOSPEL ? And w(^d he have feiet chexn to pKach agoQxI to which 
they were utter grangers ? Birt were they not pcrfeftly Grangers to 
what pafles now for the oafy gofpel ? Had they the lea(l idea that 
their Mafler^s blood was to be &ed for them, even after he had faid» 
This is m^ i^otd eftha new uflatnettt, nakieh isjhedfiryoiitfndfor many 
fir the ram£m i^f»i t When he ipoke to them of his fufFerings, 
weve not they fo far from believing in the atonement which he was 
about to make, that they were oi&nded at the very idea ? Is not this 
evident from the words of Peter, their chief fpeaker, -winobegan to n- 
huke bitK,Jayii*gy Be it-farfrjpm fhte. Lord : Tkisjhalln^t happen itnt§ 
thee : i. e. We do not yet fee the need of thy blood? Nay, when ChrilV 
had actually ihed i^ and the attming work \i^fiftijbed\ far from hav- 
ing the leaft notion about what is caJJbl " Jinijhed falvation," and 
*< gofpeP* in our day 3 did they not fuppofe that all their hopes were 
blafted, 0iyt«g, ^t trufied that it had heat he, whjtwtid have red<enud 
Ifrae/, Luke xxiv. 11? Thus the very payment of their ranfom, made 
them defpair of sedemption : So great was their unacqnaintednefs 
with the do^rine of the atonement, notwitbftanding their gofpcl- 
knowledge, which far exceeded that of mioft patriarchs and pro^-hets ! 
From thefe obiervattons may I not conclude : (1) That an explicit 
knowledge of Chrjft*s paffion and atonement, is the prerogative of 
the ehriftian gofpel advanciz^ towards peife(£tion ? And (2) that thofe 
who make it e<&ntial to the e-verhtftit^ gofpe}, moil dreadfully curtail 
it, and indiieftly doom to beJl, not only all the righteous Jcws,Turks, 
and Heathens, w)<o may now be alive ; but al(b almoft all the be- 
JJeversj who died befoie our Lord's crucifixipn, and fome of the difri- 
/fJcs themfcJves after bis re/iirrc^ion ? 
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who fearched the fcriptures even upon a jouriiey ; or 
of Cornelius, who fought the Lord in alms-givings, 
and prayer ;] if thou believed at all, [I fear] it is with 
the drunkard's faith, the whoremonger's faith, the 
devil's faith, James ii, 19. — From fuch a faith, may 
God deliver us, and give us, inflead of this counter- 
feit, the faith once delivered unto the faint s, the my fiery 
of faith kept in a pure confcience ! Get it, O finner, 
who beared a chriflian name, and Chrid and hea- 
ven are thine : [but if thou] die without it, [whe- 
ther it be by continuing in thy prefent fin and unbe- 
lief, or by making fliip^nreck of the faith^l thou died 
the fecond death ; thou finked in the bottorolefs pit 
for evermore. Mark xvi. 16. 

Having thos given you an account of both cove- 
nants, and laid before you the condition [or term] of 
each ; namely, for the firft^ a finlefs, uninterrupted 
obedience to all the commands of the holy, fpiritoal, 
[and Adamic] law of God, performed by ourfelves 
[-without the lead mediatorial aflidance:] and for the 
fecond, a lively faith in Chi id \the light of the nvorld, 
according to the gofpel-difpenfation we are under;] 
hy which faith the virtue cf Chrid's adlive and paffive 
obedience to the law [of innocence] being imputed 
to us, and applied to our hearts, we are made neio 
creatures, horn again y and created in Chrift Je/us unto 
good works, without which there can be no lively faith 
{under any of the divine difpenfations :] and having 
[by that important didindlion of the two grand cove* 
nants] removed a great deal of rubbifh out of the way ; 
I hope it will not be difficult to prove, under the 

SecondHead, 

That the way of falvation by fuch a lively faith 
only, or, which is the fame, by the covenant of grace 
[alone,] is the one way that leads to life, according 
to the bible and our articles of religion. 

If you afk all the pharifees, all the felf-righceous 
Heathens, Turks^ Jews, and PapUU \ti x^^ ^^\\^^ 
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which is the way of falvation ? [wiib too many igno- 
rant ProteHants] they will sknfwer, [without fnaking 
the leaft mention of repentance and faith] ** Thro* 
doing good works, and leading a good life :" That 
it, *' Thro' the covenant of works ;" flatly contrary 
to what I have proved in the firft part of this difconrfe; 
namely, that 6y the nv^rks 9f thg lavf^ by the Br^ co- 
\tfi^nt^fliall noJU/h Uvinf btjuflified^GA^iu |6. Or 
if they have yet fome fenie of modefiy, if they are not 
quite loft in pride, [fuppoiing them Chr]fi;ians] they 
will varnifli over the blatphemy {which I fear is indi-^ 
redly cotched under their boffiiog fpeech*} with two 
or three words about God's mercy. ** Why, fay they, 
" it is to be hoped, we fliali all be faved by endea- 
*' von ring to lead good lives, and do good works : 
** And ifthat will not do, God's mercy in Ckrift will 
*< do the reJft." Which meant neither more nor iefs 
than thia : ** We Are ilill to be feved by the covenant 
V of worses, by putting on, { finful a:nd guilty ai we 
** are,] the robe of our own [pharifaic» anti-eviinge* 
** Itcal, ChriAlefs] righteoufnefs ; and if it happen to 
'.* be too Aiort, or to nave fome holes, Chrift [whom 
** we are willing to make the trntga, but not the 0iJ^ai 
** the iafi, but not the^^:^,] will in mercy tea,r his 
^* fpotlefs robe [of merits,] to patch up and lengthen 
<' ours." [And this they fay, it i$ to be feared, with- 
out the leall degree of genuiw repentance towards 
God, and heart-fek faith in our Lard Jefus Chrift.] 
O how many dream of getting to heaven in this fooPs 
coat, [this abfurd drefs of a chriillan Pharifee !] How 
many, by thus blending the twp covenants, which are 
as incompatible ks fire and water, try to make for 
themfelvcs a third covenant, that never exiiled but in 
their proud imagination! In a word, how many are 
there, who fiiy or think : We mud be faved partly by 
[the covenant of] works, and partly by [the covenant 
of ] grace ! giving the lie to God and my text I over- 
turning at once the gofpel and proteftantifm ! —No, 
no: \\ a remnant is Ja*ved^ it is by the covenant of 

r /pel] grace ; M>n^ li by [gofpel- ]grace^ then it i^ 
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no more [by the covenant] of works ; otherwife grace 
h no more [gofpel-Jgrace. Bot if it be [by the co- 
-tenant] of works, then it is no more [gofpel- ] grace ; 
otherwife work is no more [anti-evangelical] work : 
[for the moment obedience is the nuork of faiths it caa 
no more be oppofed to faith and gofpel-grace, than 
the fruit of a tree can be oppofed to the tree, and the 
iffp by which it is produced.] 

fiat, t§ the law and the tcftimony ! Do the oracles of 
God, or the writings of our Reformers, dired us for 
falvalion to the covenant of works, or to a third co- 
venant hi [anti«evangelical f } works and [evangeli* 
cal] grace patched up together ? Do they not entirely 
and invariably point us to the covenant of grace alonef 

Hear firft the word of the Lord. He that bbliev* 
ETH fin the Son [according to the light of the dtfpen- 
fation he is under] hath e'vtrlafiing life : He that b b- 
1,1 EV ETH KOT, Jhall not fee lifey hut the nurath of God 
mbidtth on hinti John iii. 36.--^ When the trembling 
jailer cries out. What -muft I do to hefaved? Paul and 
Silas anfwer, believe in the Lord Jejks ChHfty and 
thdujhalt hefa^vedf hOis xvi. 31. ■ Godfo loved the 
•world, fays St. John, that he gave his only begotten Son 9 
that *whofoe<ver beliSVEth in him, fliould not perifli^ 
hut ha*v€ et/erlafing life. John iii. !6. — By grace, 
fays St. Paul, jf^ are [initiSLWy} Javed thro* faith, and 
that not ofyourfel*ues, it is the gft of God ; not [by the 
covenant] of *worhs, [nor yet by the proper merit of 
any works,] /ef any manjhould boaft [as the Pharifee ; 

all 

(14) \ I add the word anti'tvaitgdicaly to point out the rife of 
the miflake of fome pious proteilants, who, being carried away by an 
injudicious 2eal for the firft gofpel-axiom, and mifled by the concife- 
ncfs of the Ap<^le's ftyle, get upon the pinnacle of the antinomian 
babel, and thence decry all works in general ; unhappily quoting St, 
Paul in confirmaticn of their error. Although it is evi^t, that the 
Apoftle never excluded from the gofpel-plan oi falvation by grace, any 
works but the lucrh ef unbelief , and fometimes pleaded for the iVQrks 
of faith, and for the immenfe rewards, with which they (hall be 
crowned, in far ftronger terms than St. James himfelf \ dcrxouncla^ 
ifidignation and nvrafh, tribulation and anguijh vfw xn 1.%^'* ^vi>4 v ^ 
jKtair tibat negk^s than, or dotb evil. Rom. u. 
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ail ^h'j dcfpife iLe yhzy cf faitfa, acd pat the iiifiro- 
mental caufes in the room ol' the fird ^md preperlj me^ 
riurrioas caufe of cur faivacicn, beiog do becter than 
boalilng Pharifees. ] For /• him that to^rittf. [withoac 
applying to the throne of grace, as an helUdelenricg 
iinoer] // the rmjoard n^t rrri^ir^^/^ [evangelical] graci, 
but of [iegalj deht : hut to Aim, thut *morkith not [opon 
the foo:ing cf the firH covenant ;] to him, wlu> fees 
that be cannot [efcape hell, mucn lefs] get heaveo* 
by [fetting] his good woiks, [if he has any^ on the 
Redeemer's throne ;] but belii^eth [as a loll £nner,] 
on him that jujiifeth the un^odlj ; his faith is ccttmttd 
for right eoujne/s : be is faved by [obedient] faith, 
which is the conditiok of the covenant of grace, 
Rom. iv. 4. 

Thns fpeak the Scriptares, and, bleiTed be God ! 
thus fpeak alfo oar liturgy and articles. 

In the ab/o/ufioM the prieft declares, that [in the day 
of converfion] God pardoiuth and ab/olveth^ that 15, 
faveth, g[3> not thofe [mora!ifls] who [being aihamed 
to lepent, and fcorning to believe the gofpel, endea- 
vour to] lead a good iife to get a pardon [by their 
own merits :] ^yX but all thofe, who truly repent and un» 
feignedly believe his holy gofpel i that is, all thofe, who, 
by true repentance renounce [together with their fins] 
all dependance upon the covenant of works ; and by 
z faith unfeigned fly for refuge only to [God*8 mercy 
in Chrift, which is fo kindly offered to iinners in] the 
covenant -of grace. Hence it is that in the commu- 
njon-fervice, we are commanded to pray. That, by the 
merits and death of Chriji, and thro! Jaith in his blood, 
twe and all the njuhole church, may obtain remijjion of fins ^ 
and all other benefits of his pajfion. 

This holy dottrine is moil clearly maintained, and 
flrongly eftablifhed in the ixtb, xth, xith, xiith, and 
xiiith of our articles of religion. And upon thefe live 
pillars, it will remain unlbaken, as long as the church 
of England (hall (land. 

The ixth (hews, that fince the fall of Adam, ** the 

'rif^/ujf 0f our nature defer^ves God*s ^wrath and dam- 






nation •, " 
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ttafioM;** fo that [being confidcred without the free 
gift, that came upon all men in Chrifl unto juiiifica- 
tion of life, Rom. v. i8.] vft arc, of ourfelves, eril 
trees ready for the axe of death, and the fire of hell. 

The xth adds, that we cannot confcquently get 
grace and glory, that is, fave ourfelves, by bearing 
good fruit [thro' our original powers, according to 
the firft covenant] becaufe an evil tree can only pro- 
duce evil fruit : — [And, that ** ive have no pouuer 
10 do <u3orks acceptable to Godf 'without the grace of God 
hy Chrift preventing us'y- according to the fecond co» 
venant.] . 

The xith aiErms, that we are faved, that is, accepted 
of God, changed, and made good trees, trees of the 
Lord's planting, only for the merit of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift by faith ^ and not for our ovon ivorhs and dejerv' 
ings : ^ as we can do no good works, before we are 
[at leait] in a ftate of [initial] falvation, '^yjMake the 
tree [in fome meafurej good^ fays our Lord, and its 
fruit Jhall [in fome degree] be good, [In our infancy 
we are Ut^\^ ble/Ted with a feed of light from Chrift , 
the light of men ; and at the fame time, we are ixzt\Y 
juftilied from the* damning guilt of original corrup- 
tion. As we grow up, and perfonally repent and be- 
lieve in the light after a perfonal fall, we are again 
freely pardoned. Thus, fo long at leaft as the accepted 
time, and the day of falvation laft, ] God has firit 
[in fome degree] jefpefl to our perfons in Chrift, and 
then to our facrificcs or works [of faith.] Heb, xi. 4. 
Gen. iv. 4, 5. 

The xiith declares, that good works, works which 
ncctfTarily fullow [at leaft the] free juftificadon [of 
irii'a:.t3,] do not ierve to put azvay [or atone for]y?« ; 
but to declare the truth of our faith ; " infomucli that 
ly them a lively f nth may he as evidently knonjun^ as a > i 
nee difcerncd by the fruit,** A tree is firlt planted, and 
then it brings forth fruit : t^ A believer is firft faved, 
[ i. e. freely made partaker of initial falvation] and 
men he does good works. '^ [A lively fe^kK ^^^^^- 
f/arily produc.5 them, the* a beUevei do^s i\q\. x^^^^^^w 

F x\\i 
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rily pctfcvcTie in a lively ftith :] If he does them not, 
his faith is dead ; it is qot [no*vu ^ living and] faviog 
faith.; he is no [logger ai^ ol^dient] believer; [but 
an antiuomian or an ^pojdpte, a Demas or a Jodas.] 

The xiiith infii^s upojn tW point of doctrine, which 
confounds, the Phfu-ifei^ S(i al} ages, and lays our vir- 
tuous pride in the duft before God : N^tmely^ that, 
[wiiea we have finned s^way the j unification f of in* 
Hints] ^ 'works done hffore [that] jufiificatlon [is re- 
flored,] btfirt faith ajone has put us [again] into a 
iUtc of [initial] falvft$H>n> nol only do not ft us to n* 
^eivi grace, but have in themfil*ves the nature ofjin^ [nay 
of the worft of fins, fpiritual pride, and pharifaic hy- 
pocrify :] and confcquently deferve death, the wages of 
^, fo far [are they] from naeriting grace and glory. *v3 

This is agreeably to reafon as well as to fcripture ; 
for if, oj^ out/ches^ as fays onr Church, [i e. before 
any degree of grace is ipUilled into our infant-heartSf 

or 

■ ■ ' '■ ■ ■ I ■' ' ■ ii 

(15) -f Thofc who ftart at every expreiHon they are not ufed to* 
wiU aft if cor Church admits the juftification of infants. I anfwer ^ 
Undoubtedly, fince her clergy by her direction fay over myriads of in^ 
fants, " We yield tkee hearty thanks, moft inerciful Father, that it haa 
f>leafed thee to regenerate this infant with thy holy Spirit, to receive him 
fir thy own chiul^ &c. And in her catechifm (he teaches all children 
to fay, as foon as they can fpeak^ / heartily thank our heofuenly Father, 
that he hath called me to this ftate of falntdtion. If my obje6lor urges, 
that our Church puts thofe words only in the mouth oibaptisced chil- 
dren ; I reply : True, becaufe ibe Inftru^ls no othen* But why does 
/he admit to baptifm all the children that are born within her pale ? 
Does (he not vindicate her pra£tice in this refpeft, by an appeal to our 
Lord*s kind command : " Let little cheldren come finto me, and forbid 
them not, for offucb is the kingdom of heaven ? *' This I had not con- 
fidered, when 1 faid in my ^ppedl, p. 186, that our Church returns 
thanks for th^ regeneration of baptized infants only [I (hould have faid 
chiefly] upon a charitable fuppciition, &c. For it is evident that (he 
4ces it alfo upon Chrift*s gracious declaration, Mar)c x. 1 3, &c. the pic- 
cious gofpel of her office, upon which (he comments jn a manner moft 
favourable to children ; concluding her charge on th? occa(ion by thefc 
words ; Wherefore, v:e being thus perfuaded of the good vfJLi. of our 
Uavenly Father towards this [unbaptized] infant, declared by his Son 
Jffus Chriji, and nothing doubting, &c Thefe words 1 had not at- 
fended to, when I wrote my Appeal. I take this firft opportunity 
ff fckaowlpdgins my mlRikc, which (ha^ be xed\fi^d \iv the next 
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or before God freely viiits us again when we hvrt 
perfonally fallen away from him,] we cannot by our 
loeJ'Oforks [fo called] prtpa^e oU¥felves U faith : Jfnm 
arefuch crab trees ^ as c^an bring forth no apples, [w/M- 
9ut the grace tf God by Chrift preventing ust that vie 
may ha*ue a good 'wii/, and nvOrking nvith us *when ive 
ha've that good tvi/i, it is plain chat] by producing as 
many crabs, Fi. e. as many Works of anbelief] as 
[blafphemingj Paal before his converiion ; ahd of as 
fine a colour, stnd las large a fisie, Iks thofe which the 
felf*righteott9 Phnarii^ bore ; we cannot change oar 
own nature, nor force from oarfelviis the fweet fruit 
of one [truly] good woVk : * Many who have not the 
* true faith/ fays Our ChurcYkp yet fleuri/h in worAs of 
mercy. Bat they that fltiHe in good 'wofhs [fo called] 
without faith f are like dead men^ who have goodly and 
precious tombs : Or, to carry on the allegory of our 
Reformers, the fine crabs which fuch people produce, 
pleafe the eye of the fped^ator, who thinks them good 
apples ; bat God, who fees their hearts, taftes in the 
deceitful fruit nothing but the fournefs of a crab. 
Such crabs are the aim is of whoremongers, the pray- 
ers of unjuft perfons, the public worlnip of fwearers 
and drunkards, the tithes and fafts f of Pharifees. 
Ifa. i. 1 1 , Sec, 

j3* Having thus (hewn you, how felf- righteous, 
nnawakened finners dream of falviition, either by the 
covenant of works, or by a third imaginary covenant, ' 
in which two incompatible things [pharifaical] works 
and [evangelical] grace, [antichriflian] merits and 
mercy [in Chrift] are jumbled together ; and having 
proved by plain, unanfwerable paffages, and by the 
39 articles, that the gofpel and our Church (hew us, 
falvation cannot be attained, but under the fec6nd 
covenant, that is, by [obedient] /«/M onj^, and not by 

Ft [tk^ 
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( i6) t Here is a Ihort enumeration of the good vork:j, £o callrf 
vrhich I decry in this fertnon. Had my Op|>oneiit confidered it, b^ 
would never have fuppoied, that my dKcourfe it <• the beft refutation* 
of what I have advanced in the Checks, in fvrOMX <kl ^sct ^j*A v«5ff^K> 
jna'mtaiaed by St. James and Mr. Wcftey. 
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[the covenant of] woiks ; 1 beg leave to recapitulate 
the whole in three articles, which contain the Aim of 
the gofpel, and of the dodlrine that I hive conilantly 
preached among you^ and am determined to preach, 
God being my helper, till my tongae cleave to the 
roof of my mouth, f [unlefs a flaw can be found] in 
any of them, by the word of God or the articles of 
our Church. ^ 

Upon the .proofs before advanced,. I foleornly de- 
clare and publicly affirm : (i.) That there is no fal- 
vation tobe attained by [the covenant of] works /inc« 
the fall. The befl man having broken an hundred 
times the firfl covenant, deferves an hundred times 
damnation by his works, and can no more be faved 
from -hell by his obedience to God's law [of inno- 
cence] than a thief can be/aved from the gallows, by 
the civil law which condemns him to be hanged. 

(2.) [Refpedling the primary and properly merito- 
rious caufe of ourTalvation, from firll to lafl] utt are 
javedi *s it is written in our eleventh article, only for 
the merit of our Lord Jefus Chrift by fahh^ and nrt 
/or cur luorks or defer'vings : And^ that [in the day 
of convcriion] ^vue are jufiified by faith oniy^ is a mo/} 
fwholefome doSlrine^ and very fall ef comfort : Yea the 
only doftrine that can melt down the heart oi finners^ 
and make them conilantly zealous of all forts pfgood 
' works, [if it is not made to fuperfede the jullificatioa 
, of believers by the evidence of works, both in the day 
;of tri$l and in the day of judgment: A dodrine this, 
which few lantinomians a^e .daring enough diredly 
to oppofe.] 

(3O As 

(17) f The words enclofed in brackets are in my manufcripf, 
and were written feveral years ago, when, Icjoking over my fern. on, I 
thought they faroured more of chriftian mcdefty than thrfe^ w hich 
Mr. Hill has in his copy : [Ani here I give a public challenge to any 
man living to find a flaw] I diallenge no body now, but I proiQife,. that 
if any man living will be kind enough, to fliew me my errors hy plain 
fcripture, and y&//V/ argument, he fhall have my fincete thanks. For if 
I know ray heart, pure and unmixt truth is the obie(St of my defires, 
and controvcrlial purfuits. 
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(3-) As all mankind art condetnned by the cove- 
ftanc of works, he that belik^o^h nbt {in tke light of his 
^ifpenfation j ^ting conde^md airgadjf : ^ and as by 
the covenant of grace, th^re is no falvadoD to be had 
but in Chrilt throMaith : fo there is no miring thofc 
two cotvenants without renouncing Cbrift and his gof- 
pel. He that ftands with one foot upon the cot etiant 
of works, and with the other foot dpon the covenant 
of grace; [he that talks of divine mercy, while his 
heart continues as regardlefs of it as if he were fin- 
lefs ; he that ends his prayers bv the name 6f Chrid, 
while he remains unconcerned aoout his fallen date,] 
is in the moft eminent danger of eternal ruin. *^ He 
that fays, ** I will do firfi what I can to merit heaven, 
** I will do my bell ; and Chrifl, J hope, will do the 
•* reft; and God, 1 trud, will have mcrcv upon me,** 
is yet withoQt [a known] God, and witnout [an ap- 
plied] Chrift in the world : he knows neither the na- 
ture of God's law, nor that of Chrift's gofpel. 

[This is, my dear hearers, the fabftance of the three 
articles^ which, eleven years ago I publicly laid down 
in this Church, as the ground of the do^rine which 
I had preached, and was determined ftill to preach 
among you. And I folemnly declare, that, to this day, 
J have not fecn the leaft caufe to reje£i any one of 
them as erroneous : Tho' 1 muft confefs, that 1 have 
found abundant reafon particularly to guard the fe- 
cond, againft the daring attacks, that antinomians in 
principle, or in pradice, make upon St* James's un- 
defiled religion. To return :] 

We are undoubtedly obliged to do what we can, and 
to ufe the means of grace at »11 [proper] times and 
in all [convenient] places; but, to reft in thofe means 
[like the Pharifces;] to fuppofc that they will favc 
«s ; and, upon this fuppofition, to be eafy without 
the experience of [converting] grace in our hearts, is 
very abfurd. It is a miftake as foolifti as that of the 
man, who fuppofes that his garden will be the more 
fruitful for pipes, which convey no water ; or that his 
body can be refreihed by empty ca^^» 

F 3 ^V^ 
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Thelangoage of a peniteae fiaoer is, *< Lord> 
''I pray, -and hear [thj word ;] I fad, and receive 
** [the cottmenMradTe tokens of cby Da£on ;] I give 
'* alms, and keep the iabback ; bat after all, I am am 
'' MnprefitabU /iTHJtmt, — [I maft qi;«ri ««/ my train 
** /idvaiUm *wUk ftar amd tremhling^ and yet] *wiihaut 
** ihu I can tU mfJkng ; I cannot change my heart ; 
'* I cannot root op from my breaft the dt&rc of praife, 
*' the thirft of pleafore, and the hankering after gold, 
*' vanity, beauty, or fenfaal gratifications which [ 
*' continoally feel : — [Withoat thee] I cannot force 
** my ilubborn heart to repent, believe, and love ; to 
''be meek and lowly, calm and devout. Lord deli' 
*^ ver me from this body of death; LtrJ, ja*ve or I 
** f€rijhr 

Chrift will have all the glory [worthy of him] or 
none. We moft be f wholly (aved by him, or loll for 
ever : [for altho* we mnft be co-workers luith him^ by 
walking religioufly in good works ; and if we are not, 
we (hall have oar portion with the auori^r/ ofiuiquity ; 
yet it is he that ijaorketh in «i, as in moral|agcnC5y bath 
to ivill and to do of his good plea/ure. It is he that ap- 
points, and blefTes all the inferior means of our i'alva- 
lion, therefore all the glory properly acd originally 
belongs to him alone.] 

[All our pardons flow down to as, in the (Ireass of 
his precioas blood. All oar life, light, and power, 
are nothing bat emanations from him, who is the 
Jountain of life ^ the fun of right eoufncfs, the ivijdom and 
ponvsr of God, and in a word, Jeho*vah our rightecuf- 
refs. All that gracious re^wardablenefs of the works of 
faith, all that aptitude of our fprinkled obedience unto 
eternal life, all that being luorthy^ which he himfelf 
condefcends to fpeak of. Rev. iii. 4, and Luke xx. 
35, fpring net only from his gracious appointfneni, but 
from his overflowing merits. A comparifon will il- 
luftrate my meaning.] 

You 

){\V\ f Sec the fiift note upon the word merely. — N. B. Here 
iaf the created addition to my oiJ fcrmon. It js in favour oSjre* 
igad runs thro* foui teen paragraphs. 



'( 55 ) 

[Vou Tee the chcarful li^ht that Hovis in upon us 
thro' thofe windows, and renders the glafs as bri^^ht 
4u this Spring day« You know, that this brightnefs 
/« the glafs is not from the glafs, which was totally 
dark fome. hours ago ; afitenribhem th£n o{ the -ujorks 
tfdarknefiy the works of unbelief . fuch works being 
as much devoid of rewardablenefs, as thofc* panes were 
of light at midnight. Let us not forget then, thai if 
our works are gracioufly rewarded, it is only when 
they are the works o^ faith, whofe peculiar property 
it is freely to admit the merits of Chrill, and the 
beams of theyi// of right eoufnefs ; juft as it is the pro- 
perty of the tranfparent matter, which compofcs thefe 
windows, necfjfarily to admit the genial warmth and 
chearful rays of the natural fun.j 

[If I admire a poor widow, gladly cading her lad 
mite into the treafury ; or a martyr, generoufly giv- 
ing his body to blood-thirfty executioners ; it is only 
becaufe their lively faith receives, and their pure cha- 
rity reflefls the light of him, who, for our fake, be- 
came poor ; and for our fake joyfully furrendered to 
his bloody murderers. But altho* this^mage of our 
Lord's meritorious holinefs and fufrerings, does great 
honour to the faints who refled it ; yet, the praii'c of 
it originally and properly belongs to him alone.] 

[An illuilration will make you fenfible of it. You 
have feen a glafs perfectly refledling the beauty of a 
perfon placed ever agaihft it, you have admired the 
elegant proportion of features, which compofed her 
beauty : but did you ever fee any man fo void of 
good fenfe, as to fuppofe, that the beauty was origi- 
valfy in the glafs which refledled it ; or that the lovely 
appearance exiiled without depending on its origi- 
nal ; or that it robbed the living beauty of her pecu- 
liar glory ? And fhall any, on the one hand, be fo 
full of voluntary humility, as to maintain, that Lhriit 
is dishonoured by the derived ijjorthinefs of the works 
i}i Jaith^ whofe office it is to receive, embrace, and 
trtjft in the Redeemer's original and proper merit ? 
Shall any, on the other hand, be fo full of pharifaic 
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And as the heat of the fire adds nothing to the nature 
of the fire, or the beams of the fun to the fun : fg the 
righteoufnefs of the faints does not encreafe that of 
Chriil, nor adds their holinefs any thing to his per- 
fonal excellence.] 

[Keep we then at an avvfal diliance from the gulph, 
which felf-righteous Pharifees fet between themfelves, 
and the juftifier of thofe, who, like the contrite pub- 
lican, are fenfible of their ungodlinefs. With indig- 
nation rife we agaiaft the delufion of the Romaniils, 
who countenance theabfurd and impious do^iine of 
iadulgen^esi by the worfe than pharifaic doflrine of 
their t/jorks of/upererogation. Let us not only receive, 
and defend in a fcriptural manner, the important ar- 
ticles of our Church, which I have already mention- 
ed ; but with undaunted courage before men, and 
with penitential contrition before God, let us Hand to 
our xivth article, which teaches us, after our Lord, to 
fay before the throne of inflexible jullice, refulgent 
holinefs, and dazzling glory, /fV art unprofitabli fetr 
'vantSt even twhtn ivf havi done all that is commanded 
u.f. In point o^ JlriSi equivalence our beft works of 
faith, our holied duties, cannot properly merit the 
leafl heavenly reward. But, O 1 may the humbling 
truth keep us for ever in the dull ! in point o{ ftriQ 
juftice our every bad work properly deferves infernal 
torments.] 

[Therefore, while we earneftly contend for pradical, 
pure, undefiled religion, take we the greatell care, not 
to obfcure the genuine doflrines of grace. With meek- 
nefs let us maintain unto blood, the honour of our 
Saviour's merits, againil the hypocritical fons of vir- 
tuous pride, who calt the deltrudtive veil of unbelief 
over the invaluable facrifice of his body. And in our 
little fphere, let every one of us teflify with the be- 
loved difciple, God so lo'ved the ivorld^ that he ga^ve his 
only Begotten Son, in ^vhom he is ivell pleafed with us ; 
and for whofe fake he works in us to repent, believe, 
aad obey ; when we yield to the drawings of his 
grace, and concur with his fpirit ia iK^ ^ci\V ^^ ^^t 
Ulvation.] \\V\0 
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[Thro* that dear Redeemer then» we receive all the 
favours, which the Father of mercies bellows upon us. 
Are oar hearts foftened i It is thro' the influence of 
his preventing grace. Are our fins blotted out ? It 
is through the fprinkling of his atoning blood. Are 
our fouls renewed i It is by the communication of his 
powerful righteoofnefs. Are we numbered among 
God's adopted ^children, and made partakers of bis 
loving fpiiit ? It is thro' a faith that receives him as 
the ligfit eft hi *:k^ridf and the life ^men* 

f The very graces, which the spirit WoHcs in tis ; 
and the fruits of holinefs, which thofe graces produce 
in our hearti and lives ; ate accepted only for Chrift's 
fake. It is he, who prefents them to God, fprinkled 
vAth his precious blood, and pei'fumed with his me- 
ritorious interceffion. Nor zrc the defeats of our 
holieft things, anv other way atoned for, than by the 
full perftft cod lufficient facri^e, oblation, and fa« 
tiifa^ioiit which he made upon the crofs for the fins 
of tiie whole world.] 

[For Chrift'B fake God has annexed eertnin rewards 
«f gmce and glory, to the works of faith which Chrift's 
(pirlt excicee «8 fo ; and, I repeat it, for the fake of 
Chrift only, a^hs receive the rewards promifed to hum- 
ble, evatimical, fprinkled obedience* AH chriftian 
believers lay, Not *wff iut tht gratt of God in Chnft : 
So far as their tempers and adlions have been good, 
they cry out, Ti^u haft wrought aU oar nvorks in us- 
They all (boat, Chrift for «/, and Chrift in «/, th 
hope of glory. They all SiCcribe Ja/n/atiofi to the Lamb ; 
and while they caft their crowns of righteou/nefs and 
glory at his feet> they join in the grand chorus of the 
church : To him that loved «/, and nuajhed us from our 
fins in his ott/n blood, and hath made us kings and priefis 
unto God and his Fat her ^ to him Be glory and dominion, for 
ever and enter- Thus all is Chrill $ nothing without, 
nothing befides him. In a word, he is to believers^ as 
the Apoftle juftly calls him, all in all.] 

[Indeed in maintaining the do^rine oi free grace, 
J cannot but go even farther than our miilakeki bre- 
thren. 
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thren, who fuppofe themfelves the ooly advocates for 
iu They inuft forgive roe, \l I cannot be of their fen-* 
timcDt, when they iniinqate, that they (hall ab/oiuielj 
and necijfarily be faved. For a& reafon dictates, that 
abfolute neceffity. vanifiies. before free grace ; fo Chrift 
charges his deareft eledl to fear God as a righteous 
jadgCy who CAN cafl body and foul into hell \ ytA, who 
can do it jufily. No gracious promife therefore is 
made them, whofe fulfilment, in heaven as well as 
ppon earth, is not all of grace as well as of /r«M, and 
all thro' the merits of Chriit.] 

[O yc frectous merits of my Saviour, and thou^rf^ 
grace of my God ! I, for one, (hall want you, as long 
as the fun or moon endureth. Nay, when thofe lu- 
minaries ihall ceafe to (hine, I ihall wrap myfelf in 
you ; my tranfported foul fhall grafp you ; my infati* 
ate fpirit fhall plunge into your unfathomable depths; 
and while I (hall run the never-ending circle of my 
bleiled exidence, my overflowing bli(s (hall fpring 
from you ; my grateful heart ill ail leap thro' your im- 

fttlfe, my exulting tongue (hall (hout your praife, and 
(ball (irike my golden harp to your eternal honour.] 
[Nay, this very day, I publicly fet my feal again to 
the important truths contained in the following fcrip- 
tures :] T/iere is no- other name [ no other deferving per- 
ion] under hea^ven, gi^yen to men ivherehy ^we may ["pro- 
PsaLYJ he fa'ved in whole or in part, bat only the 
name [or perfon] of Jesus Christ. He trod the lAjine" 
prefs of God^s lurath alone ^ and of the people there njuas 
none nuith him He alone is a Saviour , and there is none 
he/sdes him, [If ^^ that conuerts a finner^ is faid to 
SAVE a foul from deaths it is becaufe he has the honor 
of being the Saviour's agent, and not becaufe he is 
the '* ORIGINAL cause" of any man's falvation.] 

{^» Wo then to thofe, who teach finners the double 
way, the pharifaic way, the f [felf-righteous] way of 

falvation, 

(20) \ EJevea years ago I (aid tbc popijb wav ; I drop the expre(^' 
fion now as favouring of proteftant- bigotry. Tho* the papifts lean \n 
general to that extieme, yet many of tiicnvViawt\uMiN4ti^sAva»s^ 
Hhc way of (klyation by a faith that 'mici«&% >3k^m SJoa '^t.^^.'^^^ ' 
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falvaiion, partly by man's [antichriftian] merits [ac 
cordirg to the firft covenant,] and partly by the [pro- 
per] irferits of Jefus Chrift [according to the fecond.] 
If <we^ or an angel from hewvetii fays^^t. Vz\A^ preach 
any other gofjel unto you^ than that ivhich nve ha*ve 
preached^ « amely, that lue arefa*ved [i. e. pardoned, 
abfclved, and fandtified] hy grace^ thro* Jaith [which 
nxjorketh b, /cvel and that not of ourjelves^ [not with- 
out an atoning prieft and the Spirit helping our infir^ 
mitiei] not f by the covenant] ofivorks : it is the [gof- 
pel-]^/// ofGcd — let htm he accurfed^ Gal. i. 8.] «^ 

^ He really denies his Saviour, and tears the 
feamlefs robe of Chrift's righteoufnefs, who patches it 
with th^ ra^s of his own [anti-evangelical, faithlefs] 
lighteoufnefs, [Or, to fpeak without metaphor, he 
denies our Lord's meritorious fulfilling of the law 
ef innocence, he defpifes the Saviour's compleat 
obfervance of the Adamic law of vorks, who being 
forgetful of his aggravated guilt, and regardlefs of 
his palpable impotence, refufes to fubmit to the law 
of faith, and to embrace the covenant of grace with 
an ardor becoming a poor, felf-condemned, loft, and ' 
undone finner. Nay, 1 go farther flill:] he takes away 
[or obilrudls] all the efficacy of Chrift's atoning blood, 
who pretends to mend it by adding thereto the £lthy 
drops of his own [anti-evangelical, pharifaic] good- 
nefs, [in order to make a more complete fatisfadion 
to divine juflice.] ^ 

It is mere hlajphemy againft di*vine mercy t fays our 
Church, and great derogation to the hlood-Jhedding of our 
Sa'viour^ to Juppofe that our •works can deserve, or 
PURCHASE to us remijjion offins^ and confequent'y fal- 
vation. No: // // hejtonved on believers of the free 
grace and mercy of God, by the mediation of the blood of 

' his 

merits 5 many have difcovered and attacked felf.righteoufnefs in its 
n oft deceitful appearances. Many have lived and died in the moft 
profound humility, I would no more be a bitter proteftant, damning 
all the papifis in a lump 5 than a bitter papift, anathematizing a]i 
"""^ants M J tJiout exception. 
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his fm Jeftts Chrijt^ *withoMt merit er defirving ^n their 
fartt {altho' not withoat the evaagoHcal WorthincfB* 
which their faith deriTes from that dear Redeemer-] 
Horn, ffn Fafling. 

To conclude : By the covenant of works man has 
all the glory of lus own ftliration. Faith [in a Re- 
deemer} is made of no effect ; Chrift is entirely fet 
aftde, and works are placed in the Mediator's throne. 
-—According to the imaginiiryy mixt covenant of fal- 
Tittion by our own good works [fo called, or to fpeak 
with propriety, by our own faithlefs, hypocritical 
worksj mended, [as we think,] with [fome nnfcrip- 
tnral notions and expreffions about] Cnrid^s merits ; 
mkxi has the fiust fiiare of theglory ; Chriil has only 
min's teavings ; [the Redeemer is allowed to be the 
lap Ant not the Jirft ; the omega but not t!\e alpha : 
The two covenants are confounded ;] works and faith 
[or rather, faithlefs works iand faith, gracelefs works 
Und grace] contrary tO my text, and indeed to com* 
mon ^fe, come in together for a |yart of the honour 
(|as if they were the primary meritorious canfe of bur 
lalvation : whereas the good works of faith themfelves 
are at bed oqly the fecondary, evidencing caufc of oar 
Jinal falvation. f ] 

G But 



i^j. 



(21) t Should a prrjadiced Reader chkige me with having miked 
the txvp covenants in n^y Checks !n oppcifltloA to the do€trine of this 
difconife : Should he lay, that I have taught the double way of works 
and faith i. e. offaithlejfs toorks ind fiieb, I proteft againft the ground* 
hfs aflbtibnj and appeal to all my candid keaders, whether I have 
not cbnftantly pointed Out the one gofpd-wa^ to heaven, the good old 
way of FAITH, wbicb workkth ey iyue. An unfeigned faith in 
Chriil^ according to the light of our dif^nfatlon, a faith fhewn by 
evangdital works, is the fcriptkral condition of the covenant of grace, 
whidb I hnve all along InAfted upon. : wheHe|u anti-^an^ical works, 
hdprd out by a feigned faith, are the imaginaTy c6»dition of the mixt, 
fantaftic ccfvcnant, 'againft which I fo jiiftly bore my teftimony eleven 
years ago, and againft which I hcHt jt now, filly deiigning fo to 
do, '* God being my helper, till my tongue cleave to the roof <^ 
my month." 

As (bme perfons thro^ the force ot prejudice, Ixvd t^^tx^ ^x^ ^otcA. 
natural defr^ in their undeHlan\Ji^g, cannot fee itv^ e5R«rew». \<v- 
twecn ftrwa^ pf/ajrh tvck/tt^ iy MdUnt We, v(Yuc\l\ ^vnX oqXvtv^ 
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But by the gofpel all is fet in a mod beantiful or- 
der, and cxquifite harmony. The merits and fuffer* 
ings of Chrifty the Redeemer of the world, are the 
only meritoriousp [or as fays our Church, •• original'\ 
caujk** of our falvation. The glory is entirely afcrib- 
cd to him ; and he alone fits upon the throne as a 
Saviour; while proud man has his mouth ftoppcd, cr 
opens it only in the dull to extol redeeming love. 
Faith, whofe ofEce it is continually co borrow the me- 
rits 

Checks ; and the nvay ofiewh Mped out hy fti^ned faith^ which I de> 
cry in this difcourfe ; I /hall, by a plain illuftration, endeavour to fhow 
them the amaxin; difTerence, A good king pities two condemned ma- 
lefa^kirs juft turned cBT; and, at the prince's reqneft, not only gets them 
cut down from the gallows, but after refioriog them by proper ailiil- 
ance to a degree of fbength, he fets them up in a genteel bufineit, 
which they are to carry on under the conftant direflion of the prince. 
Ore of fcliem, who is a publican, deeply confcious of his crimes, and 
wondering at the prince's condefcenticn, does with docility and dili- 
gence whatCew he is commanded, frequently complaining that he 
does fo little, and evprefling the greateft thankfvloefs, not only for his 
life, but for the health, light, tools, and fkill he works with. The 
ether, who is a pbarijee, forgets that he has been reprieved from the 
gallows. He is full of felf-importance and ingratitude : be wonders 
*t the publican for making ib much ado about the king*s mercy and 
the princess favour. He peitly tells you that he dcei his duty ; and 
that, if he has been guilty of fonce faults, he thanks God^ thry were 
not of a capital nature. He perpetually boafts of his diligence, ai^i 
though he ^ps nothing, or only fpoih his work by doing it entirely 
againft the princess dirc^ions, he (aySj that he is determined to main- 
tain himielf by his own induftry ^ and that, if he does not find it pof- 
fible to get his living witlynit h^Ip, he will condefcend to accept fomc 
afliftance from the prince to make both ends meet ; but it /hall be as 
little as he .can help, for he dots not love to be under an obligation to 
/<ny body, no not to the kin^ bimftlf. — Now, who dees not lee, tliat, 
whiV the hjj^ gr^ciouily reu'a^'ds the bunrble diligence of ^tt ptnitent 
puUic^ri, he n.a>' jitO^y |>unifli the proud piarifce for his wictched, 
hypocritical. obedience ? ;)nd that, when Mr. Wefiey and I have fome- 
times contended for the works of the puhliran, andibmetimes decried 
tho(c of the phftTiffe, wt have only done the work cf evangelifls, and 
with the prophets and apoftles of old, that God rejijletb the 
'^ fjytth grace to the bumble : and that be ^lUI give grace ani 
' "i gjtod thing Jhall he ti^itbhM from them that live a godly 
inju^etjQT^ I a/k^ Wherein does it diiicr from that fre- 
' ^dfcJai9tht) of our Lord, Wtofon-er fi^all exalt binjdf^ 
f 0pijhe ttaffiflU hurrhU tmjdf, fjall it tjtahcdf 
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fits of Chrift, and to receive the quickening power of 
his fpirit: ^ Faith, I fay, is the only inftrumcntal 
cairfe of oar free falratioii [in the day of convcrfiott.] 
It receives Chrift and falvation, as the hand of a beg- 
gar receives an alms. «v3) And as for good works [pro- 
perly fo called], fo far are they .from being left out 
of the gofpel-plan, that they have a most eminent 
place in it : (^They are the declarative cause |- 
of oor free jafti€cation [both in the day of trial and 
In the day of jadgment :J A eo&llant, uniform courfe 
of all forts of good works, with an holy and heavenly- 
minded converfation, being the only evidence of a 
lively and faving faith, [when it has time to (how it* 
felf by external works.] 

Thus, [to fum up all in one fentence,] ChriH alone 
[properlyj mirits^ faith alone [properly] atprthtndst 
and good works alone JproperlyJ entidina falvation : 
Yea they are the fruit of falvation [begun i\\Si for [alt 
works mteifor rtpentance fpring from the free ju(lifica« 
tioo and initial falvation, in which we are put in our 
Hifancy; and] tbt lovi of God Jhtd ahroad in an [edab* 
liihed ] believer's Af^ir/ hy the Holy Ghoft gi'ven unto him, 
is falvation itfelf ; this love being the tree on which 
all [the external] good works [of perfect chriitians] 
grow, and making our gracious heaven below, as it 
will make our glorious heaven above. 

(23) f The word Cauje^ left out by my opponent in his quotation 
of this part of my old fennon, evidently fliows, that even formerly I 
did not fb far lean to antinomianifm, as not to aflert the abfolute ne* 
ceffity of good works, in order to the eternal falvation of adults. For, 
if works are the Secondary eaufe of our final juftification, they can no 
flDore be di^periied with in the great day, \h%n faith in the day of con- 
verfion, an effeSi neceflarily Aippoiing itt eaufe. If therefore 1 calf 
the juftification of adults /-er, it is not to txclude faith and worh, its 
Inftnimental cauies in the day of converfion and judgment} but to 
intimate, that all along we are pnmaniy juftified by Chrift*s merits 
and that we never have one Angle grain of original worthine&t . j 

» a 

G a Thir» 
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Third Pax.t. 

[Siece I giwe gQo4 works, as I have yuSL chicnred, 
a muf^ emimiui pUc£ i« tlie gofpeUpian, even the place 
of the gviJfMcts that will, oader Chriiba cause 09r 
fttrmal falvatior } I [may well] pFOcecd to (how the 
isjnftice or unrcaiboableaeis of thofe, who accuie m^ 
to preach againil good works. For, " is txcUims 
agsinft gss^ nv§rh — Ae runs dswrn gmd ^aiork*%** is a^L 
oDJcdioB [which is &ili at tiaies] urged again ft my 
niniftry. 

[Aitiio' I coofeis with forrow, that fooK years ago, 
whes I had more zeal than pradencr, i dropped 
among yoo fome ungnarded expreflioasa aod di4 no^ 
always clearly diitiogoifh between the " good tvorks,'* 
{q called, of oDhumblcd phari^s ; aod the i^eouioe 
obedience of penicenc believers ; yet I (hould wrong 
the troth, and undervalae my chara^er as your miii^ 
ker. if I did. not obierve, that, as profciTed anviaomin 
aos have ahvays loathed the do^rioe of a Idlif'uer*^ 
jollification iy vuofAs ; fo the* phanihic4i wpfld ha<% 
always abhorred the doArioe of ^ Jimtfr's jtiftific^tion 
hy. faith* tience it is that] the abov^-mentioped a^ 
perfiofiy with abundance of cruel mocisings, and piti- 
ful fal^ reports, have been in all ages the lot of all 
tliofe, who have [fteadily] preached the gofpel of 
Chrifty that is, the glad news of free falvati on thro*, 
[obedient] faith in his blood. 

JVi preach Chrijf crudJUd^ fays St. Paul, to thejiivs 
^ Ji^M^k^fg blocks aftd to tht Gr.uks fodijhptfs ; but to 
them that Itliifvit Chrift the pamn' mnd w/dpm of G«^» 
^ Cor. i. 23. It is plain from this, and iercwal other 

J)ai&ges in the epiftlesn that the primijtive christians 
uffcred much reproach on this account. St. Peter ex- 
Jiorta them thu^ : Have your eowver/a/ion homji among 
the gewtilety that whereas ihejt Jpeak againfl you as e*vil 
doers t they may at laft glorify God by your good ivorks ; 
for it is his nvilif that ivith luel doing ye put toflence 
the igmrance offoolifli mens and make them ajhamed that 
J'al/ly accufe your good conver/ation in Chrift. 1 . Peter, 
^^/^/ //• St. 
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St. Paul had the fame objcaion continually caft in 
hu face, f Do wf then make v$id the Jaiv thro' faiths 
fays he in his own defence, Rom. iii. 31 : That is, 
"by preaching falvation thro* faith do wc hinder pec- 
pie- from doing the good works commanded in the 
law ? God firhid ! yea we eftahlijk the law : i. e. Oar 
preaching is fo far from faperfeding good works, that 
It finforces them by the greatclt variety of motives, 
and] pals our bearers into [the hftt not to fay] the 
•nlj method of doing them : for it (hews them how, 
being Jprinkled from an e*vil eonfcience^ and having 
t\kW hart purified hy faiths they (hall naturally [i. e. 
fpontaneoudy] produce all forts of good works, inftead 
of bringing forth a few counterfeit ones. 

The apoftle anfwers the fame objeftion, Rom. vi. i. 
/hall we theity who are faved by grace thro* faith, con- 
tinue in Jin that grace may abound f Shall we omit do- 
ing good works ; (hall we do evil works, becaufe fal- 
vation is not [by the covenant] of works, but [by 
that] of grace ? God forbid ! How Jhallwe^ that are 
deadtofiftt li<ve any longer therein ! As if he had faid. 
Is not the faith which we preach, 2l faith of the opera- 
tion of God? Is it not a powerful and a«aive principle, 

G 5 that 

(23) i* The antinomians hy fair ffteecbes andeiignedly deceive ebd 
hearts tftbeJmpU^ Becaufe St. Paul f«iUy anfwers this obje£lionj they 
make the injudicious believe, that he was of their fentimentj tho% 
upon their plan of dotlrine, the objedllon which he ftarts is abfolutely 
unanfwerable. They fay, " We ejiahlifi thelanti by preaching Chrift, 
who has kept it for us ; and by extolling his imputed righteoufnefs, 
thro* which we are for et/er compleat in juftifying obedience before 
Ood.** Now, ailtho* we humbly and thankfully acknowledge witjx 
them, that our Lord has kept the Adamic law of innocence, and 
made it honourable for us. ^ ytt we abfolutely deny, that he has kept 
the evangelical law of liberty for us. Perfbnal obedience to it is in- 
difpen£ibly required of every man, and if a believer does not fulfil it 
fdr himfclf, St. Paul and St. |ames inform us, that ^ forcr punipmcnt^ 
and a more marcileh judgment await his difobedience, than if he had 
never believed, Heb. x. 29. James ii. 13. Thus thofe holy aponirs 
fully make up the gap of antinomian free grare, which feme of oitr 
|ofnel minifters make it their bufinefs to widen. 
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tarsf t the htatt frsoi alt fta to all figkteoafiKf> ? Is 
ic ooc a £iith« 1^ wkkk upc are 944? new cftataict> 

[Wlica p«oela li$ im dvkmfi^ doing ikfunrks rf 
darkni/t9 whicB », die dark pait ei tlier for good wof ks 
that ^irise joAjce will Muraid*, ckr for criing offtnccs 
that divine mercy wjU overlook ; theo heart-ieit re* 
penUDce is totally otgledcd» and: drep iDOiir«iag for 
£n pafies for d§ffidr. Pew koow wkat it is ta U$k §m 
Hm nuh9m thiy hanfi fiircid ami mourm* Ytty few, if 
any, can experimcataDy fay : Btim^ jtt/hfied byfmth 
*wi hav$ ftoit nnith Gtd thr^ •ur Lord Jt/us Ckrtjt^ by 
mfhpm iu$ hami mwi rtctinnd the aiwumtnt^^ 

j^Soppofe the lot of a aiinifier acqoainted wiik the 
priviledges of the chriiUan difpenfation, i» caib in a 
place, where thefe pharifaic and common delufions 
generally prevail ; the firfi thing he haa to do» is un« 
doubtediv to uncover and (hake the falfe fbondations^ 
on whicD his onawakeoed hearers baild their hope. 
He muft (how them, that their partial, external, faiths 
Icfs obedience will never profit theiB. He mull: decry 
their imaginary good woric^,* tear, their filthy rags of 
fancied xighteouinefs, fweep away their refugees of lUs^ 
and fcouree their confciences with the curfe of the 
law, 'till they fee tjieir nakedneik, feel their guilt, and 
rgceive thg J$ntenc§ tf death in themftl'ves. Then, and 
not till then, will they ftand on a level with the poor 
contrite pablican, and 

Groan the finner's only plea, 
<« God be merciful to me " !] 

[When a preacher is engaged in that iipport^qt 
and thanklefs bufinefs, how natpral is it for hina, ef- 
pecialiy if he is yet young and unexperienced, or if 

he 



(14) f How could I- have h»<i the afTurance of aiking thefe qucf^ 
lions, if I had believed a§-my late Opponent, that a nnan, %\ho ac- 
liially commits the grcateft crimes, may aftuaJly Jiavc as tii:e, juftify- 
i.ii; bith as Abraham ever had ! I /hould expcifi, that, if fuch a faith 
il.c not a$ I fjid eleven years a^o,- turn tht heart fnm aHJ'm to all 
^^^^fci/z/ffi, It would at Icaft turn il from deliberate aduliery, murder , 
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kr is h^ittfdf hj die oppofition of obftinate ph^iffiest 
ftfkdk tsigKK^d pafMjftsy to drop fooe unguarded expi^f- 
fioBSi agaiall good works ; or at Je>aiii not to make 
alvcaysi ft. pcoper di^iQ^ioo between the pbiirifaical 
wotks.oii unbelief, which Ifaiah calU ^it-Ay raj^s, and 
the worka of fiakh which our Lord csilh g^tk/'SLiid o^na^ 
mental <u»ofrks,? And how glad are his adverfaries, to 
have: fach a^plaafible preteaice for throwing an odjum 
upon hiiP', b^ affirioiAg lihat he explodes all forts of 
works, even tbofe &r which our nnuardiAiill he great 
in heaven /] 

a^ The Devil fooght againft our Reformers with 
fttfih weapona. All th^ books thai the p2ipiils wrote 
agaioft' tj)ein» rang wi.t;-h the charge of their turning 
good works out of chriftiaiiity. ^CD Hear good BiQiop 
LatifRer> one of the beft livers that ever were : Ton 
viill' JM^ ntwi^ ** Hire is ail faitk^ faith ; but *we hear 
nuhing of gOiod tvorhj : ** /ir fome carnal people make 
fuch carnal objt&iom like tkemfelves^ l^c^ Sermon on 
twelfth day. 

Of the fame import is the fallowing paiTage out of 

the Homily on Falling : " Thus much is faid of good 

■nnonksf l^c, to take anuaj^ fo muck as may be^ from en^ 

nfious minds J and Jlandereus tongues <t all just occafion^ of 

Jlanderous fpeaking^ as tho* good <works ivere rejeSled'** 

Thu&'St' Peter, St. Paul, and oar Refarmers were 
accufed of defpifing good works, becaufe they exalted 
Chriii> [and with an holy indignation trampled jupoa 
the works of unbelief, which are the foundation of all 
pharifaic hopes :] And [fo far as £ have not, by un* 
guarded exprelEons, given a juji caufe of offence to 
thofe, who are glad of any occafion to decry the fun- 
damental dofbine of falvation by faith ;] i own tha( 
I rejoice to be counted worthy of fuffering the fame 
repioojch, with fuch a cloud of faithful witnefTes. 
Neverthelefs as the fcriptures fay, that we mull not Ut 
the good that is in us be evil fpoken of I fhall advance 
fome arguments, which, by God's blefiing, will either 
cuQvInce or fhame my accufei^s. 
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Voii fay, {and this I fpeak particolarly to yoo, that 
are fully fee agaii«ft the dodrine of/a/vatiam hy faith .-] 
you fay '< that f preach againft good works — that I 
run dovi'n good works, &c:" -bnc pray, do yoo know 
what good works are? I am afraid yoo do not, or 
clfe you would f [not accnfe me fo raflily :] Give me 
leave therefore to inftra^l you ODCe in this point. 

All divines agree, that good works are of three 
forts • (i) Works of /i>/f towards God ; (2) Works 
of charity towards our neighbour ; and (3) Works of 
filf' denial towards ourfclves. 

[To fay nothing now of the good works of the 
hearty fuch as good thoughts, good tempers, and in- 
ternal a^s of repentance, faith, hope, and love ; ] 
in the firft clafs [of externa/ good works,] which in- 
cludes 'u;orh of piety f divines rank public prayer ia 
the church, family •prayer in private houfes, and [me- 
ditation or] private prayer in one's clofet: Singing 
pfalms, hymns, and fpiritaal /bugs: Reading the bible 
and other good books : Hearing the word preached 
or expounded : Receiving the iacraments : Keeping 
the fabbath day and feiHvals holy : Confeifing Chrift 
before a wicked world : And fuffering the lofs of 
one's eftate, of one's good name, or life itfelf, for the 
gofpel's fake. 

Now I appeal to every impartial hearer, yea and 
to thy own confcience, O man, who accufeft me of 
preaching againft good works, uhether I ever taught 
diredly or indirectly, that we ought not condantly to 
attend public worfhip in the houfe of God, as well 
as private worfhip in our own houfes, and to perform 
fecret wor(hip in our clofets: — Whether I ever fpoke 
againft (ingiog pfalms, hymns, and fpiritual fongs ; or 
againft reading the bible and other good books : — 

Whether 



(25) t Infte«d of thefe ^^-ords [not accufe me fo rafhly] I formerly 
vrote [be a/hamed to accuie me fp falfely.] I lejcft them now, be- 
caufe a miniO.rr of the gofpel (houM not only fpeak the truth, but en* 
dc;tvcur to fpeak it in th<! moft acceptable manner. It is enough to 

^Mm^f^cnce when it canpot be avoided. We Hiould not provoke the 

^^mafure of our hearers without necejfrtjt 
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Whethitr I ever fo mu/ah as hinnd, that we ooglit not 
t9 eodi^jiitofU' fo to difp^tt^b our worldly bu£oefs, as 
to hear [if poffibi«] the word preached or cxpoanded 
boiiii oa itt^^airs, and working days — Whether I ever 
ii^im^i4» t ^^< ^^' c^B live io the acgiedt of God*s 
<HKUnAnf!^'<aap^ breal: bi« fabbatks, without bringing 
itpcyi ^nrffl^^s ScWtPT oiSTavcTiojf :. — And laftly^ 
W^he;p 9t. any time I cryed down foffcfing reproach 
Ibf C^niAf and partiag with all things, even life itfetf', 
tg follow him andthia dodrine« 
r N9]C».do npt you know ii](.yonr own, bceaft» that my- 
infiftipg epon: theiCi^fM/^xM^^/^and encosiraging all I 
can to do tJism, ia what makes ne to be deipifed and 
i!r|e£lcd by many, aodperhAps by yourfelf ? How can 
yo» then» vviithotttwoundinsf % [jroqrowii copifcienctf] 
j^ecufe me of preaching agaisii j^ood works ? Are yoa 
not rather the perfbn that fpeaks again^ them ? Are 
yon not y.9urfilf ^r^^ of thofe [loofe moKalills] who (ay, 
tkat, '*f or their part they fee i^aneed of fo many fen* 
^ moDiy ledlures, aiid f«cf>anMnts.in.tbe cbtirch ; no- 
'* q^d of iovmueb finganss teadtng, prayiiig, and 
'^ godly converfation v\ private bou/es: no need of 
^ ftich (Lri^lpei^ in keeping the fabbath-day holy,- 
" &c:" 

If you are one of then, yoa add [I fear] detradtioff 
tq ia£de]ity, and bearing falfe teflimony to open pro- 
pkanenefs [or Laodicean lukewairmnefs.} You decry 
good'fworkt yourfelf by your words, yonr prafiice, and 
year exM^^le ; and when: you have done, you lay the: 
iin at my door ; you fay that I preach agalnft them ! 

O 

■ » Ji l l f -r u;u * .1 in J ' ■ . ' .M i'i II I ■■ I ' I I"" " ■ p <i I J I r 
(z6) "t* My opponent has not only done this^ but he has intimated 
that all believers may commit adultery, murder, and incef^, not only 
tvitbout bringing upon ti^mfe/'ves /ivift ifeftruSfion, but with this addi- 
tional advantage, that they fhali infallibly ** fing louder" in heaven 
for. their df^peft faUsy which can never finally hur^ them, becaufe 
a^l their fins are unconditionally, for ever and for ever iSviiQiven. Had I: 
evec jnilnflated iucli, loolp princip]i;8 among my pari4iioper8» I ihould. 
have had a braeon forehead indeady to look chsm in thefac^ wliilel 
mods tiie abov»-inentioncd appeal. 

(X7> t KlBBon years ago. I £iid [comnott juifi- omkfsmwm.\i^m^^'\\ 
I »ow difcard the expreflion as rueMefil^ offen^^^. 
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O how will yoo reconcile this condad, I (hall oot fay 
to chriftianity^ bot to good manners^ good fenie, or 
even to heathen honefty ! 

In the ficowd dafs of good work^, divines place 
works of [ juilice and] charity; and thefe are of two 
forts» fach as arc done to the hoditst and foch as are 
done to the ftuU of men. The fbroier are [for the 
oioft part] enumerated by oar Lord, Mat. xxr. 
They confift [in being true and juft in all oar deal- 
ings ; in providing thinpt hentft im fk$ figki of aii 
mem^ for as and oars ; in paying oar jaft debts as 
foon as poflible, in proteding widows and father Icfs 
children,] in giving food to the hungry and drink to 
the thirfty ; m entertaining (Iringers, eaiing the 
opprefled, clothing the naked, attending the fick» 
▼ifiting the prifoners, [and burying the dead, from 
fcriptaral and not from pharifaical motives.] 

Now will any one, who fcruples f [advancing an 
untruth,] dare affirm, that I ever fpoke a wond 
againft doing any one of thefe good works i — Againft 
doing them [a/ improptr timts^ from bad motivis^] in 
a 'utrong manner ^ and to ivrong ends^ I have often 
fpoken ; and fo have all the preachers, who do not 
daub the ivall ivith untemptred mortar: Chrift firft. 
Mat. vi. 2. St. Paul next, i Cor. xiii. i» a, 3. and 
our Church fter them ; fee the Homily on Fading. 
But I alk it again, whoever heard me fpeak one 
word againft doing them^ On the contrary, have I 
nor declared again and again, that even a cup of cold 
'watery given in CJkriJf's name^ Jhould in no nuije iofe its 
reivard — (hould certainly be rewarded in eternal life, 
[if I ] not oviM eternal- life ; [ And do not fome of 

you 

{%%) f Eleven years ago I faid [forging a AV.] 

(»9) t Formerly I wrote \ahbo^ not voitb eternal life.] The cr- 
preAion was perhaps too peremptory. A man may. be fo ciicumfUnced 
in the fultry deferts of Arabia, that a cup of oold noater may be of 
more rtal valoe to him than a diadem, and of equal worth with bit 
onvn life. Now if he lovingly gives that cup to a diiciple of Jefus, or 
arayi to his heaithen enemy, for his Redeemer's or Creator's fake ; I 

4ar« 



\ 
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you knowy that within thefe two Years, ( h^ve Icic 
many of my religious friedds, by making a Hand for 
the evangelical ^worthineji of the works of faith ?] 

As for works of mercy done to the Jouh of men, 
fuch as [giving a chridian education to our children 
and apprentices,] comforting the affli^ed, eocourag* 
ing the ddedked, (Irengthening the weak, exhorting 
the carelefs, fucccuring the tempted, in(lru6ling the 
Ignorant, [fympathizing with mourners] warning the 
fiabborn, [deteding hypocrify] reproving fin, Itop- 
ping immorality, rebuking profanenefs, and helping 
each other in the narrow way ; it is known to many, 
that my came is £aft out as evil by (abbath- breakers, 
fwearers, and drunkards, for endeavouring to walk 
iti thefe good jM^orlfis myfelf, and to make others walk 
in them. 

And yet jror,. [1 ilill addrefs myfcif to the inve- 
terate enemies of falvation by faith,] you^ who pof- 
iibjy ridicnle all thofe good works, and dream of 
being faved without them ; jou^ who do perhaps juft 
the reyerfe of them, ftrengtheoing one another's 
hands in licentioufnefs and prophanenefs, in fabbath- 
breaking, fwearing, or fcofHng at every thing that 
looks Hkc ferioufnefs; you accufe me of defpifmg or 
difcountenancing good works 1 — O tell it not in Gath, 
publilh it not in Afkelon,, lell the very Philiilines 
laugh at the glaring inconflflency of your words and 
conduct. Good 

dare not fay, that fuch a work of faith, fuch an a£l of brotlierly love, 
may oot be rewarded with eternal life. Jefus Chrifl and Dr. Owe» 
make me rather think to the contrary : For the former fays, Wbofi- 
ever Jhali kfe, or ihall venfture to lofe bis life for my fake ^ and the gof- 
feViy [which, if I miflake not, implies, among otiier particulars, 
hazarding our life for fteadily adhering to the gofpel -precept, tliat 
enjoins us to love our neighbour as ourfeives, and to give drink to a 
ihirfty tnttny i] Jhall fave it. — Verily I fay unto you y There is no man 
that has Lft houfe, &c. or lands for tm Jake and the gofpel* s, hut be ftjall 
receive an hundred-fold nnu — am. in the 'world to come eternal 
tiFE. — As for the champion of the Calvinift?, he is at once fo or- 
thodox and fo hooeft as to confefs, that thro* God"* s gracious appoint- 
ment, the -whole [and confcquently every genuine partje/ettr obedience^ 
has a RiwA«0i4BLK condecency »nfo ITIK1;a\. "L\t\^ '^xi\.TWi\!fc 
pftbis in the following Eflky, 
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Ggcc v.o;ks of lac /•'rV.s' cla*?, rf:a:e to kccpir^ 
under the fiefh, ard all !:s lirfol appetire*. The 
chief (.f theie woiks, are a mccerace cfe cf meat, 
cirifik, ar.d f.'.ep ; fclf-drriial, [in apparc!, furniture, 
and cqu^i.i'j*;] chartiiy [io all its tyrsnches ; feb- 
duing C/Lr r.i:hfui, rebellicas ilcCh by] early lifing, 
ab^tnence, iailirg; [and, in a word, by taiing vp 
cur daily cfys^ and foiionvin^ 9ur abftemioos, sod ycc 
laborious Lcrd. \ 

[Permit me to do as St. Paul — to ^aA as it *ivere 
foiiifldy in thit confidence of Seafiing.] Have I not 
enforced the neceffity cf f/:f/e gf^od works both pnA- 
liikfy and frbm kovfe to ktrnjef Have you not fome- 
times even gone away from this place of worfhip, 
fecretly difpleafcd at my infilling fo mcch upon 
them ; complaining perhaps, " that I went too far, 
or that no body conld live op to what I f reach ;" 
aiid making a bamired focb remarks, inllead of 
medirating upon thefe words of our Lord : With man 
indeed ft u impojjiiht Ant tvrth Gcd all things are poj/i" 
hie? And yet you now complain that I do not preach 
np good works — Pray, my brethren, be coniiftent ; 
keep to one point, and do not fay and UDfay : I can 
no more be too ftridl, and yet make too little of good 
works ; than I can go eaift and weft at the fame time. 
Only think . ... and you will prrceive that your very 
complaints juftify me, that your fayrngs overturn one 
another, and that y»«r oiun mouths prove you pernjerfe. 

You will probably fay, Have we |iot beard you af- 
firm more than once, that no body can be faved by 
his works : yea, that a man may go as conftantly to 
church, as the f pharifte did to the temple, be as vir- 
tuous as he was, pay tithes as exadly as he did, and be 
damned after all ? Can you deny my having preached 
this dodrine twenty times ? *' 

Deny it!— By no means. It is a doflrine for 
which, God being my helper, 1 am ready to go to the 

flake. 



■^ 



g^ f FiTOitt this obje£lioii it is evident, that the works which 
eJcvcij years a^o, were thofc gi^QmCl vAwcVk 1 i«\n "Vjws ton 
O^mely fibarifuical works. 
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flAke. It is the very dodrine, that I have eflabliflied 
in the former part of this difcourfe : How then caa I 
deny it ? 

Here methinks a f pharifee replies in triumph : 
** Well then, yoa plead gailty to the charge : yoa 
confefft that you have preached twenty times againft 
good works.'' 

% {I deny the concluiion.] Have you not nnder« 
ftandiag [or attention] enough to fee, there is a vaU 
difference between preaching ( aQ;ainA the [proper] 
merit of good works, and preacning againft good 
works themfelves I Between faying, that obedience 
to the king will never get us the crown of Great 
Britun, and affirming that we owe the king no obe- 
dience ? In a word, between faying that good works 
will never procure us heaven, [as the primary and 
^ixQXf fpeaking meriurious cauie of our falvation] 
and declaring that we ought not to do good works f 
Sorely your rational faculties are not io impaired, 
but yon mzy perceive, thofe propofitions are by no 
means of the Ume import. 

If I fay, that eating will never make me immortal, 
that drinking will never turn me into an angel, and 
that doing my work will never take me to the third 
heaven ; do I To much as hint that eating is ufelefs, 
drinking of no fervice, and doing my bufinefs un- 
proHtable ? O how does prejudice blind even men of 
reafon and religion ! How hardly does truth go down 
with ns, when we do not love it ! How gladly do we 
drefs it up in a fool's coat, that we may have fome 
pretence to defpife and rejedt it! 

If you would (peak according lo ftriSi truth, my 
brethren, you would not fay that I «* preach againll 
good works, that I run down good works, &c." which 

H is 



•f Soe the foregoing Note. 
J When I was younger by eleven years I faid, \You are a poor lopci^n»^ 
(31) ^ It appears to m^ that my fcrmon, far from bein^ *« the. 
beft confutation oi the minutes,' ' is conConaxit. Xo ^-ax Yt«^\^'wv, 
whkk has given fucli offence ; Nut by tht merit ftf vjork^, bwl Vj n»w>* 



( 74 > 

is [^ miftakc f] as I (hewed juft now : but you would 
fay, that I preach againft the [prober] merit J of good 
nuorks in point of fal*vation : This is very true, fo I 
do, and fo I am determined to do, by God's grace, as 
long as I live. So did Chrift and his apoflles ; fo do 
our articles and homilies ; and fo the children of God 
have done in all ages, f^- Thofe of the old teftament § 
l^far from mentioning any proper merit of their own, 
cried out : No^ mine eyefeetk thee^ I abhor myfelf^ and 
repent jn duft and ftjkes^ Job xlii. 5. !— IVo is me for I 
am undone, becaufe I am by nature, and have been by 
praflice, a man of unclean hps. If. vi. 5.] Thofe of 
the new, prayed to he found in Chrift^ not having their 
o<wn [pharifaic] righteoufnefs <which is By the la^w of 
*workSf but the fcvangelical] righteoufnefs lAjhich is by 
faith in Jefus thrifts Phil. iii. 9: And thofe of our 
Church profefs, that They are not ^worthy to gather the 
crumbs under the hordes table^ and that they do not 
come to iff trufiing in their otvn righteoufnefs y or good 
works, but in God*s manifotd and great mercies thro^ 
Jefus Chrift : fo far are they from thinking, that they 
[properly] merit falvation [either in whole or in part.] 
See Com, Ser<viee, 

0^ Yea, 1 declare it as upon the houfe-top, of all the 
falfe do6):rines that ever came out of the pit of hell, 
none has done fuch execution for Satan in the church 
of God [as the pharifaic conceit that we have, or 
may have any proper ^ original merit.] Stealing, 
drunkennefs, and adultery have (Iain their thoufands ; 
but this damnable error, which is the very root of 

unbelief, 

f [Entire^ falfe\ is the blunt exprcflion, I ufed eleven years ago. 

X Turn back to Note 31. 

(32) § Inflead of this addition, eleven years ago I faid [(nimed that 

^^li their rigbteoujMeJ/es lotre as filthy rags. If. Ixiv. 6, «^ For leaning 

then too much towards calvioirni, I fuppoled that the prophet in this 

paflTage fpoke of the rigbteoufneffes of faith : but fince I have dared to 

read my bible without prejudice, and to confult the context, I hav« 

fbundj that text is fpck.cn onhf of the hypocritical righteoufneflcs of 

thew/cM} and in the IVth Check, p. 114, I have tried to refcire 

^t /row the hands of the antinomians, whp h?^d Ua^VlX. ma to yrttft. '\\ 

'om itsj^re^cr JTjeaning, 
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tmbelief, its ten thoufands, ^ It blinded the phanfccs, 
and hardened the Jews againll Chrift. f It plunges 
into everlafling fire all nominal chriilians^ who haijt a 
form q/goMim/s but [to the lad] deny the po<wer thereof. 
Yea, ilrange as the aiTertion may feem to fome, 
this [pernicious error] feeds immorality, and fecretly 
Aouriflies all manner of vice. The fcripture teljs 
U8» I Cor. vi. 9, that neither fornicators , nor effeminate^ 
neither thie^ves^ nor coi/etous^ neither drunkards nor re*ui' 
lers9 neither unrighteous nor extortioners^ Jhall inherit tfte 
-kingdom of God* Now how comes it to pafs, that fo 
many, who are guilty of one or another of thofe abo- 
minations, remain as eafy as if they were gailtlefs f 
Why, this damnable notion, that the merit of theif 
works atones for the guilt of their fins, makes them 
think, that they ihall do well enough in the end. <' F 
get drunk now and then, fays one, biit I am honcil.'* 
— - 1 opprefs or cheat my neighbour, fays another, bat 
I go to church and facrament." — ' '* I love money or 
diveriions above all things, fays a thirxl, but I blefs 
God» I am neither a thief nor a drunkard." — ** I am* 
paffionate and fwear fometimes, fays a fourth, but my 
heart is good, and I never keep malice in my bread ; 
befides, I'll repent and mend fome time or other be- 
fore I die." — Now the fum of all thofe pleas amounts 
to this : " I do the devil's works, but I do good works 
too. I am guilty of one piece of wickednefs, but not 
of all : and I hope, that, thro' the merit of the good 
Jwhich I do, and of the evil which I have left undone 
hitherto, or purpofe to leave undone by and by, Chrid 
will have mercy upon me." 

Hz ^ Thus 

- — * — - 

f Here I leave out thofe words : " It [the pharifaic conceit of 
merit} damned tbefoolijh virgins, and the man ivho had not on a vfed- 
ding garment/* And I do it, becaufe, upon fecond thoughts, it ap- 
I>car8 to me, that the boldnefs of the foolifh virgins, and the infolencp 
of the man, who preiTed to the marriage-feaft without a proper dreis, 
exadWf rcprefent the vain confidence, with which immoral Solifidians 
cry Lord ! Lord ! and make a fhining profeflion in the robe of felf- 
imputed righteoufhefs 5 defpifing the evangelical robes of real ri%]Ktc- 
oufnefs and true hohnefs, and calling thcnv cobtuebi ^^>Mv\i>3 ^vci.-w^ 
tmt of their own howeUt 
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t^pThus all our fphariiaicf] delays of converfion, 
and all our [felf^ righteous f] rcmorfclefs going on in 
fin tfnd wickednefs} are founded upon the dodlrine of 
[pharifaic] merits. Well then may our Church call 
it**a de*vilijh doSrtney which is mere blafphemy agaiuft 
Qod^s mercy : " a do^rine, which turns Chriii out of 
his throne [by refuiing him the honour of being the 
primary and properly meritorious caufe of our ulva- 
tlon:] adodrine which [by crooked ways] leads firft 
to [* worldly- mindednefs orl licentionfnefs, as the con-^ 
dudl of many, who cry op the [felf- righteous] merit 
of good works [fo called] too plainly (hews ; and next 
to pharifalc morality and formality ; and from both, 
except [a timely fubmiffion to] converting grace pre- 
vent it, into endlefs mifery : for. No douhty fays Bimop 
Latimer in his fermon on twelfth day, he that depart^ 
ith tut of this nuorld in that opinion [or, as he exprefles 
It in the fame paragraph, thofe who *« think to befa^vcd 
/> the lanv*^ by the firft covenant] ^^ fltaU never come 
!o leaven:** '^ [For they fet their hearts againil 
Chrifl ; and, like the obftinate pharifees of old, not 
only midake the works of unbeltef for good works ; 
but givo them alfo the place of the primary, meritori^ 
CHS caufe of eternal falvation ; when, if thf y were the 
works' of faith, they would only be tifecondary evidence 
ing caufe of it. Now, as fnch men cannot poflibl ydo 
this, without the greateft degree of fpiritnal pride, 
impenitency, and unbelief; it is plain,- that, if they 
die confirmed in this grand antichrifiian error, they 
cannot be faved : for St. Paul informs us that pride is 
the condemnation of the den/ili and our Lord declares, 
that except nve repent ive Jkall all perijhy and chat he 
nvho MievetA notjhall be damned."^ 

^ I add the words pbarifaic and felf-rigbuous, to come at Mr. 
Fttifcme and his numerous fraternity, whom I novo /boidd be glad to 
convince of their rmorfehfi going on In fin, and of their antinomian 
^ays of conTcrfioBt 

Fourth 



Fourth Part. 

■ {Having thus laid before yoa the deftruAIve oatare' 
-of felf-righteournefs,] it is time to come to the )a(l. 
thing propofed, which was to (how, why good works 
cannot [properly fpeaking^ deferve falvation in whole 
or in part; and to anfwer the old cavil, ** If good 
works cannot fave us, [by the f covenant of works J 
why ihould we trouble ourfelves about them." [In 
doing the former, I (hall attempt to give pharifaijm a 
£ni(bing ftroke : and in doing the latter, 1 fhall endea- 
vour to guard the fcriptural doArine of grace against 
.antinomiani/m^ which prevails almoft as much among 
profeiTed believers, as pharifaifm does among profe£ 
ed moralifh.] 

And firft, that good works cannot [ftrlf^ly fpeak^ 
ing] merit falvation in part, much leis altogether, I 
prove by che following arguments. 

(i) We muft be wholly faved by the covenant of 
fworhy or by the covenant of ^r ace ; my text (hewing 
mod clearly, that a^third covenant made up.of [Chrift- 
lefs] merits [according to the firfl,.} and divine mercy 
[according to the fecond,] is as imaginary a thing in 
divinity, as a fifth element made up of Hre and water 
•would be in natural philofophy. X 

(2) There is Icfs proportion between heavenly glory 
and our works, than between the fun and a mote that 
flies in the air : therefore to pretend, that they will 
avail towards [purchafing or properly meriting] hea- 
ven, [fee the 5th note] argues want of common fenfo 
as well as want of humility. 

.. «J (3) God 

(33) f This is flriftly true ; nevcrtheJeis wc muft grant, that as 
coW water, when it is pat over the fire \q a proper veflel, imbibes 
fiery heat, and boils without damping the fire : to our works of faith 
when they are laid with proper humility on the golden altar of 
Chrift's merits, are (o impregnated with his difl'i*five worth, as to ac- 
quire '* a rejvardable condcccncy unto eternal lift : " And this they do 
♦ithout mixing in the Jeaft with the primary^ or properly meritorious 
caufe of our falvation j and confequently' without obfcuring the 
Redeemer's glory* 

X That the imrh of faith fave us by the covenant of grace [next 
to Qhrifi and Faithi will be proved in the Scriptural Effa^^ 
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(3) God has wifely determined to fave frottdlbath 
in a way that excludes [pharifaic] boafting. Gaf is 
jufi, and thijuftifar 9fhim that helit^es in Jtjus. Whtti 
is honftimg then f fayi the apoflle ; // // excltti$d% an- 
iWers he : By 'what tovtnant, does he aik ? Is [phari- 
faic] boafting excluded by the covenant of works ? 
N09 6ut hy tht lawo offaith^ by tbe_ covenant of grace, 
whofe condition is [penitential, felf<>abafine, obedi- 
ent] faith in Jefus Chrift. Therifon nvi condudif fays 
he, that a man is juftijied by fait h^ nvitheut the nu^rks ef 
the law. Rom. iii. 27, 28. If our good works [pro- 
|Ter!y fpeaking] deferve the leaft part of our falvation, 
we may juftly boaft that our etun arm has got us thai 
part of the viiftory ; and we have reafon f pharifaical- 
]y] to glory in ourfelves, contrary to the fcriptures^ 
which fay, that every moath nnft he ftoppedy that boaft^ 
ing is excluded f and that he nvho glories^ muft glory in 
the Lord, f 

[ if St. Paul glories in his fufferings and labours, 
it 18 not then without Chrift before God, but with 
Chrift before the Corinthians, and under peculiar 
circumftaiices. He never imagined that his works 
were meritorious according to the frfi covenant ; 
much lefs did he fancy that they had one fingle grain 
oi proper merit. He perfectly knew, that if they were 
rewardable,it was not from any felf-excellence, which 
he had put into them ; but merely from God's gratui- 
toQS promife in the fecond covenant ; from Chriil'3 
grace, by which they were wrought ; from his atoning 
blood, in which they were waihed ; and from his pro- 
per merits, with which they were perfumed.] 

[ To fuppofe that Adam himfelf, if he had conti 
nucd upright, would have gloried in his righteouf- 
jiefs as a pharifee, is to fuppofe him deeply fallen. In 
paradife Gcd was all in all\ and as he is alio all in all 
in heaven, we may eaiiiy conceive, that, with refped 
to felf-exaltationi the mouth of Gabriel is not lefs 

(huj 

+ Sec a note in x\\^ Serif tural Efftty, ad Part, m^or Xht glorying to 
»Jikb St' i'a^J ocitcs believing worhrs, GaI. vi, 4. 
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Jhiftt»<R>re ttie throne, than that of Mary Magdalen. 
tberefore, if any out of bell pharifaically glory in 
thcmiielvesy it is only thofe felf* righteous fons of Lu- 
cifer and Pride, to whom our Lord fays ^i 11, Tou are 
9f your fmthir t/ti Devih 'who/e ivorks ye do% whcnjf 
Jftek to kill mff and glory in your/el*ves, ] 

(4) Oar evH works [in general] far overbalance 
our good works, both in quantity and quality : Let 
QS firft then<})ay a' righteous God the debt, [the im- 
menfe debt often thoufand talents that] we owe him, 
by dying the fecond death, which is the wai>es of our 
had works ; and then we may talk of buying heaven 
with our good works. 

(5) Our heft works have fuch a mixture of imper- 
fection, that they rouil be atoned for, and made ac* 
ceptable by Chrill's blood ; fo far are they from aton- 
ing for the lead fin, f [and properly meriting our ac- 
ceptance] before God [even according to the fecond 
covenant.] 

(6) If ever we did one truly good work, the J merit 
is not oori, but God's, who by bis free grace ** pre- 
vented, accompanied, and followed us " in the per- 
formance. For it is God^ who c/* his good pleajure 
nvorketh in us both to fwill and to do, Phil. ii. 12. Hot 
•/, fays the apoftle after mentioning his good works, 
but the grace of Go4 in me^ i Cor. xv, 10, compared 
with James i. 17. 

(7) We 

(34) + Eleven years ago I faid \and making us accepted'] I now 
reje^ die exprefHon as unguarded ; for it cla/hes with this propontion 
of S>l, Peter ! In every Motion he that worketh rigtteoufntf^ ii ac- 
cxpTED of him» We iliould take care fo to fecuze tbe foundatioi}, 
as not to throw down the building. 

(35) t This is the very doftrine of evangelical rewardablenefs, or 
improper, derived merit, fo honourable to Chrrft, fo humbling to man, 
which I have maintained in the Vindication, p. 72, &c. Therefore, 
if I am a merit-monger and an heretic now, it is evident that I was 
fo eleven ^ears ago, when I wrote a'fcrmon, which, as my late oppo- 
iiei.t is pleafed to fay, [Fin# Stroke, p. 44 ] " does me much credit, 
and plainly Jbewtf that 1 was once Ktaloujiy attacked to the daSirinei cf 
fhe cburtb of England, * * 
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(7) Wc perpetually fay at Charch : Glory U n ttig 
Fat her 9 as Creator ; and to the Son^ aft Redeemer ; atid 
to the Holy Ghoftt as fandtiiier. Chrid: is then to have 
all the glory of our redemption : Bat if oar good worW 
come in for any (hare in the furcka/e of heaven, we 
mull come in alfo for fome (hare of the glory of oor 
[redemption, f ] Thus Chrift will no longer be the 
only Redeemer : we Ihall be f co-redeemers with him»^ 
and confequently we (hall have & (hare in the doxo- 
logy ; which is a blafphemoas fappoiition. 

(8) Our Lord himfelf decides the queftion in thofd 
remarkable words, t^ When^ou have done all that is 
commanded you ; and where is the man that {according 
to the law of innocence] has done [without interrup- 
tion] I fhali not fay all^ but the one half of it ? /aft 
We art unprofitable femtants. «C0 N^^ ^^ ^^ plain, that 
unprofitable Jerv ants do not [properly) merit in whole' 
or in party to fit down at th^r n^afber's table, and be 
admitted as children to a ihare of his eflate. There- 
fore, if God gives heaven to believers, it is entirely 
owing to his free mercy, {according to his diftributive 
juftice, and the tenour ot the la'w of faith] thro' the 
merits of Jefus Chrift, [derived by faith] and not at 
all thro' the [proper] merits of our own works. 

(9) I (hall clcfe thefe obfervations' by St. Paursr 
unanfwerable argument. If righteoufnefs comes by the 

latAft 

(36) f I fubftitutc the word redmption for the word fahatjon, 
that I formerly u^ed \ becaufe Eng^ih logic demands it. By the hrc.t 
•rcafcn I leave *ut in the tod of the paragraph the words' " Saviour** 
and " joint faviours** which I had ilJogicaJly (Coupled with *' ^edee- 
fKir^" and ** co-redeeintnJ'* For, altho* it is flnftly true that no 
man can redeem his brother*s foul^ or «ven rahjom his body from tht 
power of the grave : yet, according to the doctrine ^i feccndary^ infiru- 
mental caujes, it is abfi>hite]y falie that no man fzn fa%-e his neighbour ; 
for Jh doing this, feys St. Pa«il, tbou Jhak both fave tbyjtlfy and tteM 
that tear thee, 1 Tim. iv. i6. 

(37) t ^ % f^hc law ciimtocense'] to defend the works oftbelavo 
of FAITH, by the inftruroentality of which we ftalJ be juftified or 
laved in the great day. For thefe works flowing from Chrift*s grace, 
and never afpiring at any higher place, than that, which is alloted 
t/jew, vjz, the place of jupfying evidences, they «aji never detraft 

^om the Saviour's honour or Jus grace. 
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ia^f Iffalvation comes by [the covenant of] works, 
tktn Chrift diid in vditty Gal. ii. 2i. Whence it fol- 
lows that if it comes in part by the works of the 
law { [of innocence,] part of Chriil's fu^riugs were 
%ain ; a Asppoiition which ends in the fame blafphcr 
sny [againft the Mediator.] 

[ (lo) That man might deferv^ any thing of God^ 

npon the footing of prefer worthinefs, or merit of 

equivalence, God flrouid Hand in need of fome thing, 

which it is in man*s power to beftow : But this is ao- 

folutely impoffibk : for God being^^^^V^^'^' ^^ ^^' 

infinite falnefs, is §aLX above any want ; and man be* 

ing a dependant creature, every moment Aipported 

by his Maker and Prefenrer, has nothing, and can 

do nothing, to which God has not a far greater right 

than man himfelf. This is what the apoftle alTerts 

where he fays, fVho has ginen Him pirst, and it /hail 

-hi recempfnfid mtt9 him again /^ — - Bnt much more in 

this remarkable pafTage : ff^ho maketh thee to dijer/rem 

smother f If thoQ iayeil. The number of my talents 

and the proper ufe I hffve made of them x I afic again, 

Who gave thee thoie talents \ And who fdperadded 

grace, wifdom, and an opportunity to improve them^ 

*— Here we muft all give glory to God, and fay with 

St. James, E'very g^d gift is from aho^e, and cometk 

down from the Father of light s» 

Upon this confideration the apoftle proceeds to 
checK the chriftian pharifee thus ; What haft thou 9 
that thou didft not receive P Notv if thou didft receive it, 
nxihy doft thou glory as if thou hadft not received it ? — 
Whence it follows, that, tho* St. Paul himfelf ^/<?r/Vi 
in, and boafts of his difintereltedaefs, yea folemnly 
declares. No man Jhall ftop me of this boafting, yet he 
did not glory in that virtue as if he had not received 
it : No ; he gave the original glory of it to Him of 
ivhom^ thro* nvhom, and to vjhom are all things. The 
glory of bcftowing original gifts upon us belongs then 
to God alone ; and the original glory of the humility 
with which we receive, and of the faithfulnefs, with 
which we ufe thofe gifts, belongs alCo v.<^ Vatsl ^V^^^ \ 
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altho', in the very nature of things, we have fuch a 
dtrinjid (hare of that glory» as gives room to the rta- 
Jonablent/s of divine rewards. For why ihould one be 
rewarded more than another ; yea, why ihould one be 
rewarded rather than punifhed, if i/rr/vf ^ faithfulnefs 
does not make him more nwardable ? 

Obferve however, that, altho' by this ^erinftd faith- 
fulnefs one man makes himfelf to differ enough from 
another, for God to reward him reafonably rather than 
another ; yet no man can fay to his Maker withoat 
fatanic arrogance, " I have made myfelf to differ from 
'* fuch an one, therefore I make a lawful demand 
*' upon thy juftice : Thus much have I done for thee; 
*< do as much for me aeain.'* For while God dif* 
penfes punifliments according to the rules of flriS 
juilice ; he beftows his retwards only according to the 
rules of moral aptitude and diftributi've eouity, in 
confequence of Chrift's proper merits, and of his own 

fracious promife ; all men on earth, and all angels in 
eayen being far lefs capable of proterly deferving at 
God's hands, than all the mites and ants in England 
are, of properly meriting any thing at the hands of 
the king.] 

[ LalUy, what flaves earn is not their own, but the 
nafter's t6 whom they belong ; and what your horfes 
get is your property, not theirs : Now as God has a 
choufand times more right to us, than mafters to their 
ilaves, and yoia to your horfes ; it follows, that, fup« 
pofing we were iinlefs, and could properly earn any 
thing, OUT profit would be God's, not ours. So true it 
is, that, from the creacure to the Creator, the idea of 
proper merit is as contrary to juftice as it is to decency."] 
As the preceding arguments {againil the proper 
merit of works] will, I hope, abundantly fatisfy all 
thofe [modern pharifees,] who have not entirely caft 
away the chriflian revelation, I pafs to the old objec- 
tion of ffome ignorant] papids [and injudicious pro- 
teflants.J " If good works cannot [merit us heaven, 
(fee the 5th note) or properly] fave us, why ihould 
we trouble ourfelves about chem f " [And in anfwer- 
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Ing it, I fhall guard the do6lrioe of obedience againft 
the antinomians.] 

As this quibbling argument may puzzle the fimple, 
and make the beading pharifees, chat ufe it, triumph 
as if they had overturned the proteflant do^rine of 
falvation by faith without [the J works [decried by 
St. Paul ;] I beg leave to (hew its weaknefs by a com- 
parifon. 

Soppofe you faid to me, " Your doing the work 
of ft parifh-pried will never [merit] you an archbi- 
ihoprick ; '* and I anfwercd with difcontenr, ** If 
doing ray office will never [merit] me the fee of Can- 
terbury, why fhould I do it at all M need not trouble 
myfelf about preaching any more;" would you not 
aft: me whether a clergyman has no reafon to attend 
his flock, but the wild and proud conceit that his la- 
bour mutt [defervc f] him a bilhoprick. And I a(k 
in my turn ; Do you fuppafe, that a chriflian has no 
motive to do good works, but the wilder and prouder 
notion, that his j^ood works muft [properly fpeaking 
merit] him heaven ? [fee the 5th note.] 

If therefore I can fliew, that he has the ftrongeft 
motives, and inducements, to abound in good works 
without the do6lrine of [proper] merits ; I hope you 
will drop your objeftion. You fay, •' If good works 
will never [properly merit us falvation, ^e the 5th 
note] why ihould we do them ? '* I anfwcr. For fix 
good reafons, each of which [in feme degree %] over- 
turns your obje^ion. 
(i) {^We 

(38) t This illuftration is not ftriaiy juft. If the king had mil- 
lions of biHiopricks to give, and if he had promifed to beftow one upon 
every diligent clergyman ; folemnly declaring that all who rtegleSi their 
charge, mould not only miis the ecclefiaftical dignity annexed to dili- 
gence, but be put to a fhameful death as fo many murderers of fouls, 
the cafes would then be exa£lly parallel. Befides, every clergyman 
is not a candidate for a biflioprick, but every man is a candidate fbr 
heaven. Again, a clergyman may be as happy in his parfonage as a 
bifhop in his palace : but if a man mides heaven, he iinks into hell, 
Thefe glaring truths I overlooked when I was a *' l a.t c cvan^lkal 
preacher, " 
/ Formerly 1 faid [entirely^ but expetlenct V\a^ Uvl^\^ rc^^ Q'Cw^vi;\fe, 
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(i) (t^ We are to do good works, to fliew our obe- 
dience to our heavenly Father, s^ As a child obeys 
his parents, not to purcha/e their eftate, but bectafe 
he is their child [and does not chufe to be diiinhe- 
rited :] (o believers obey God, not to get heaven for 
their wages; but, beciafe he is their Father, [and 
they woiild not provoke him to diiinherit them, f ] 

(2) (c^^ We are to abound in all good works, to be 
jaftified before men [now, and before the Judge of all 
the earth in the great day ;] and to ihew that our faith 
is faving. St. James (Irongly infifts upon thia, chap, 
ii. 18. ^ She^ me thy faith nAxith^ui thy <w9rks, fays 
he, and I <will/hiiv thee my faith by my *w9rks : That 
>s. Thou fayelt, thou hail faith, [becanfe thoo waft 
once juilified by faith ;] but thou doeft not the works 
of a believer : thou canft follow vanity, and conform 
to this evil world : thou canil fwear or break the fab- 
bath ; lie, cheat, or get drunk ; rail at thy neighbour, 
or live in uncleannefs : in a word, thou canft do one 
or another of the devil's works : Thy works there- 
fore give thee the lie, and ihew that thy faith is 
{now like] the devil's faith ; for li faith ivithut 
fworks is dead^ how doubly dead mall faith with had 
works be ! X [And how abfurdis it to fuppofe, that 
thou canft be inftrumentally julHfied by a dta^i faith, 
or declarati^ely juftifiad by had works, either before 
men or in the fight of God !] But / fwiUJhgqA) thee my 
faith by my nMorks^ adds the apoftle : i. e. By conftantly 
abllaining from all evil works, and fteadily walking 
ill all forts of good works, 1 will make thee confefs, 

that 

(39) f This argutoent is weak without the additions. Our Lord 
informs us, that when the Father in the gofpel fays to his fatr>fpoken 
child, Sov, Go toork to-dty in ny vintyard, he anfwers, / go. Sir, 
Httdgoa not : And God hinuelf (ays, / bcmt nourijhed amd hrougbt up 
CHILDREN, hut they have rd^dkd agMt^ me* Wo to the parents, 
who have fuch children, and have no power to cut off an entail ! 

(40) X If this fingle claufe of my old fermon ftands, h will the 
Minutes and the Checks. But the whole argument is a mere jeft, 
if a man that wallows in adultery, murder, or inceft, may have as 
true, ;(iil)iving faith^ as David had when he killed Goliflh. 



( ^5 ) 

that I am really in Chrtft a mw crtaiurif and that my 
faith is living and genuine. 

(3) Oor Saviour told his diiciples, that they were 
to {^ do good works, not to pufcfaafe heaven, bat 
that others, might be ftirred op to kvrt God. Yoa 
then, that have found the way of falvation by Chrift» 
bt your light fo /hint htfin meni thai even thtf^ who 
fpeak evil of the do6b-ine of faith, Juing your good 
'works may f glorify your Father *who is in heaven, *yIQ 
Mat. V. 16. 

(4) C^ We are to do good works out of gratitude 
and love to our dear Redeemer, who having [condi- 
tionally] purchafed heaven for us with his precious 
bloody ^ aiks the fmail return of our love and obe- 
dience. If you love me% fays he, keep my commandments^ 
John xiv. 15. [This-motive is noble, and continues 
powerful fo long as we keep our firft love. But alas ! 
It has little force with regard to the myriads, that ra- 
ther y^^r than love God : And it has loft its force in 
all thofe, who Itave denied the faith ^ or made fliipvjreck 
of if J or ca/l off their firft faith^ and confequently their 
firft loiief and their firll gratitude. The multitude of 
thefe, in all ages, has been innumerable. I fear, we 
might, ^ny of juftified believers, what our Lord did of 
the cleanfed lepers : H^ere there not ten cleanfed? hut 
*where are the nine ? Alas ! like the apoftates mention- 
ed by St. Paul, they are turned ajtde after the flefh, 
after the world, after fables^ after antinomian dotages^ 
after vain jangling^ after ^at an himfeif. i Tim. v. 15.] 

I (5) We 

(41) -f- This argiimrnt is quite frivolous, if my late opponent if 
right. llcTM has many a poor foul ^ fays he, 'who has been faithUfs thro* 
tie fear of man, even blejed God for Peter* s denial! Five Letters, Se- 
cond edition revijed, p. 40. Hence it appears, that denying Chrift 
with oaths and curfes, will caufe " many a poor foul to biefs God,^* 
i. e. to glorify our heavenly Father, Now if horrid crimes do this as 
well as go^ ivorhf is it not abfurd to inforce the pra^ice of good 
lUGikSf I7 faying, that they alone have that bleifed e^e^ f But my 
opponent may eafily £ct over this difficulty before t.V\^> HiVtf^^^ \ax« 
tics he fi^hty. He nceJs only chaT|e ine NuWii ^tjin^emut) ^ t«x 
^'loting the Thjmd revifed fif m» ot hU \jocJk., \i Vvfc Yi» v^NJ^Sioiti 
it*cb a one. 
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is) ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^ careful to maintain good workfr. 
[not only that we may not lofe our confidence in God, 
1 John iii. 19, &:c. bttt alfo} that we may noarifli 
and increafe oor faith or fpiritual life ; [or» to ufe 
the language of St. James, ih&t faith may ivori ivith 
our tvorh, and that Sy ijuorks our faith may he maie 
ferfeSi,] As a man [in health, who is f threatened by 
no danger,] does not walk that his walking may pro- 
care him life [or fave hit life from deftruSion ;} but 
that he may preferve his health, and [add to] his ac-^ 
tivity : So a believer, does not walk in good works 
to get [an initial life of grace, or a primary title to 
an] eternal life [of glory:] but to keep up and in« 
creafe the vigour of his laith, by which he has [alrea- 
dy a title to, and the eariielt of] eternal life [in hea- 
ven. For as the bell health without any exercife is 
foon de(lroyed» fo the flrongeil faith without works 
will foon droop and die. Hence it is that St. Paul 
exhorts us to Hold faith and a good confcience^ twhich 
fome ha'ving put aiuay by refuiing to walk in good 
works, concerning faith have made Jhipivreck,'] 

(6) ^ We are not to do good works to obtain 
heaven by them [as if they were the primary^ SLndpro- 
perly meritorious caufe of our falvation.] This J proud, 
antichriftian motive would poifon the befl doings of 
the greateil faints, M faints could thus trample upon 
the blood of their Saviour : Such a wild conceit being 
only the pharifee's cleaner way to hell. But we are 
po do them, becaufe they fhall be re^uarded in heaven 

[as 

(42) + Foiroely I did not confider that as Noah walked into the 
ajk, and Lot out of Sodom, to fave their lives ; fo tinners are cal]e4 
10 ttirn from their iniquity, and do that which is lawful and right to 
fave then fouls alive. Nor did I obferve, that faints are commande4 
to ivalkingiod toorh^ left the deftroyer overtake them, and they le- 
f ome/oM of perdition f Howcyer, in B^bd, fuch capital overfights did 
jne ** mfifo credlf,** 

(43) t Mere I leave out the yroxA fdji/b, as being ambiguous. It 
is notfclfi/bntfif but true wifdoin and well-ordered felf-love, evange-, 

yy^a/^ to /a^urfor the meat that enduretb to everlafting life. Not to dp 
^ J s the height pf L^od'iQCSin ftupidity,or aixt\noimvi Wtvq^t, 
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{as well as t ] with heaven. ^ To anderllar.d this 
we muH remember^ that» according to the gofpel and 
our litargy» God of ens the kingdom ofhea^vtn to all be- 
liemers : [becaufe true heiie'vers are always true auork^ 
ers ; true faith always working by love to God's com- 
mandments. Next to Ckrill then, to fpeak the lan- 
guage of fome injudicious divines,] Faith alone^ when 
k luorksy^^ love^ takes us to heaven : {Or rather, to 
avoid an apparent contradidlioa, Faith and its fworks 
are the way to heaven :] But as there are iiars of 
different magnitude in the material heaven, fo alfo 
in the spiritual. Some who, like St. Paul, have emi- 
nently fliined by thenuork of faiths the patience of hope ^ 
nnd the Uhour of love^ fhall fhine like the brighteil 
Harsy ^or the fun:] and^^^ others, who, like the dy- 
ing thief and infants, have had [little % or] no time 
to (hew their faith [or holinefs] by their works, (hall 
enjoy a lefs degree of glorious blifs: But all (hall 
afcribe the whole of their falvation only to the mercy 
xff God, rite merits of Chrifl, and the efficacy of his 
blood aod fpirit, <v2) according to St. John's vifion : 
/ ieheldt and lo a great multitude of all nations'^ and 
kindred^ and people t and tongues ^ flood be/ore the throne ^ 
nvith palms in their hands ^ cloathed lAjith robes ^ that 
they had *wa/hedf and made nvhite in the blood of the 
Lamb : And [while ou-r Lord faid co them by his ^ra- 

I 2 cious 

(44) 1* ^^^ ^ \t3LV^ out altbo^ notf and fuppJy as well as, for the ■ 

reafons aOigned in the Scriptural Ejff'ay, 

C45) t M'» ^« triumphs in his Fintjhing Stroke, p. 50, laft note, 

thro* my omiOlon of thofe two words. But without having recourfe 

-to ** magical power," or even to **Logica Helvetica/* to reconcile my 

(ermon with my Checks ^ I defire unprqudiced Calvinifts to mention 

•ny one befides the dying thief, that ever evidenced his dith by con- 

feffing Chrlft, when his very apoftles denied or forfook him ; by 

openly praying to him, when the multitudes reviled him ; by humbly 

pleading guilty before thoulasds : by publicly defending injured inno* 

cence ; by boldly reproving blaiphemy j by kindly admonifhing his 

fellow-malefaftor j and by fully acknowledging Chrift's Aingly office, 

when he was crowned with thorns, and hanging on the cwis ? Did 

St, John, did Mary Magdalen^ did even the Virgin Mary, Jhmu their 

faith by fuch glorious ivorks, under fuch unfixvourable circumflaaccs ? 

O yc SoUfidiaos, where is your attcntba ! 
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tious looks, according, to the doflrine of fecondary, 
indromeotal caufes, fValk imth me in nAjhite^ far you 
are worthy, and inherit the kingdom prepared for you ^ 
for I nvas hungry and ye ga've me meat, &c.] the/ crkd 
[according to the dodlrinc of primary and properly- 
meritorioQS caufes] not '* Salvation to our. endea- 
voars and good works ;" but Salvation to our God^ 
fivhoftteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever* 

[Thus, by the rules of celeflial courtefy, to which 
our Lord vouchfafes to fubmit in glory % while the 
iaints juftly draw a veil over their works of faith, to 
txtol only their Saviour's merits ; He kindly pailes 
over his own blood and righteoufnefs, to make men- 
tion onk of their works and obedience. They^ fetting 
their ical to the firil gofpel axiom, IhoQt with ^^reat 
truth, ** Salivation to God and the Lamb : And (?£, 
felling his feal to the fecond gofpel-axiom, replies 
with great condefceniion : Salvation to them, that are 
iu^o/thy ! £temal fal<vation to all that ob^ me. Rev. iii* 
4 Heb. V. 9.] 

[Therefore, notwithdanding the perpetual laJlaalts 
of proud pharifees, and of felf-humbled antinomians ; 
the two gofpel-axioms fland unfhaken upon the tw^ 
fundamental, infeparable dodlrines of faith and works 
"^^oi proper merit in Chrift, Sind deri*ved worthinefs 
in bis members. Penitent believers freely receive all 
from the God of grace and -mercy, thro* Chrift ; and 
huinb^e workers freely return all to the God of hoii- 
nefs and glory, thro' the fame adorable Mediator. 
"Thus God has all the honour of freely bejloixiing upon 
us a crown of righteoufnefs, 10 a way of judicious 
toercy and didributive j«fHce 5 while we, thr^)* graa, 
have f all the honotir of freely receiving it, in a way of 

peniteuiial 

• — — — — «-^— — ^' ' I ■ ■ 

(46) f OsjECTiOK. *' We ba-oe all the honour thro* grace I (fays 
'a friend of voluntary humility) What honour can you poflibly afcribe 
*to man, when you have already a'fcribed a// honour XoGod? But one, 
who begins his fermon by pleading for merity may well conclude it 
'by taking from Ccd part of hh honour, dommon, and praif*,*^ ^-^ 

Answer, 
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penitential faith and obedient ^ratitade. To Elm 
therefore* one eternal Jehovah in Father Son and 
Holy Gholl, be afcribed all the merit, honour, praife, 
and dominion, nvortly of a God, for ever and ever.] 

End op the guarded SBRMoef. 



Aifswxii. I plead only for an inttreft in Chrifl*! merits tliro^ faifh 
and the works of faith. This intereft I call derrved toortbinffs, which 
would be as diihoneurable to Chrift, as it is honourable to believers. 
I conftis alfo^ that I afpire at the botntir of fliouting in heaven, ./€2b- 
'/yab to God and the Lamb ! In the mean time I hope, that I may 
pay an inferior bonour to all men, afcribe derived domimw to the king, 
beftow deferred praife upon my pious opponents, and claim the bonour 
of being their obedient fervant in Chrift, without robbing the Lamb 
t>f his peculiar wortbinefi and God of his proper bongur, dominion, 
*Ddpra(/€, 



xiocjoc^ogoofooSdog^ogoo^ 



APPENDIX. 

I Flatter myfelf that the preceding difcourfe (hews, 
(i) that it is very poffible to Drench free grace, 
without diredly or indiredlly preaching Calvinifm and 
free wrath : And (2) that thofe who charge Mr. Wef- 
ky and me with fubvercing the articles of our Churchy 
which guard the doflrine of grace, do us great wrong. 
Should God fpare me, I fhall alfo bear my teilimony to 
the truth of the dodrine of conditional Predeltination 
and Ele^ion, maintained in the 17th article, to which 
I have not had an opportunity of fetting my feal in 
this work. 

As I have honcllly laid my helvetic bluntnefs, and 
antinomian miflakes before the public in my notes ; 
I am not confcious of having mifreprefented my old 
fermon in my enlarged difcourfe. S\\Q\x\4 V^^\xmn^\ 
the iftner ey^s of my opponents d\koN^i ^^"^j \^^^^\^- 

1 'I \^v 
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takes in my additions^ &c. upon information I (hall 
be glad to acknowledge and redify it. Two 6r tht^e 
fentencea I have left out, merely becaufe they formed 
^aiu repetitions, without adding any thine; to the fenfe. 
But, whenever I have, for confcience fake, made any 
alteration, that afftSst or seems to afTedt the doArine ; 
I have informed the reader of it, and of my reafon for 
it in a note ; that he may judge whether I was right 
twelve years ago, or whether I am now : And where 
there is no fuch note at the bottom of the page, there 
is an addition in the context, direding to the fifth 
ntjtty where the alteration is acknowledged, and ac- 
counted for according to the reafonable condition, 
which I have made in the preface, 

-I partici^larly recommend the perufal o^ that note, 
cf the^fr/?, and of the tiuentyjirj} to thofe, who do not 
yet fee their way thro' the Iheights of pharifaifm and 
antinomianifm, thro* which I have been obliged to 
lleer my courfe in handling a text, which, of all others, 
feems at firft fight bed calculated to countenance the 
miHakes of my opponents. 

Sharp-fighted readers will fee by my fermon, that 
nothing is more difficult than rightly to divide the njuord 
of God, The ways oi Truth and Error lie clofe toge- 
ther, tho' they never coincide. When feme preachers 
fay, that ** The road to heaven pafles very near the 
, mouth of hell,*' they do not mean, that the road to 
heaven and the road to hell are one and the fame, 
if I aiTert, that the way of Truth runs parallel to the 
ditch of Error, I by no means intend to confound 
them. Let Error therefore come, in fome things, ever 
fo near Truth, yet it can no more be the Truth, than 
a filthy ditch, that runs parallel to a good road, can 
be the road. 

You wonder at the athletic ftrength of Milo, that 
brawny man. who ilands like an anvil under the bruif- 
ing fill of his antagonift : Thro' the flowery paths of 
youth and childhood trace him back to his cradle ; 

and, if you plcafe, confider him unborn : He is Milo 
i5?/A'. A- ay view him juft conceived or quickened, and 
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tW yoor naked eye fcarcely difcovers x^t^fimSium fa' 
lUnsy by which he differs from a non-entity <ix a-Iife- 
lefs thing ; yet even then the difi^ereoce between him 
and a non-entity is not on)y reat^ but frodigtous ; for 
it is the vaft difference hetweca /emet/ii»g and not/ting^ 
between It/e and fto life'— In like manner trace back 
Truth to its firfl flamina ; inveftigate it tlM you find 
its punHum/alienSi its firfl difference from Error ; and 
even then, you will fee an eJJentiaU a capital difference 
between them« tho' your fhort-fighted or inattentive 
neighbour can perceive none. 

It is often a thing little in appearance, that turns 
the fcale of truth i neverthelefs, the difference between 
a fcale turmd or not turnedy is as real as the difference 
between a juft and a falfe weight, between right and 
nnrong'. I make this obfervation : (i) To (how that 
altho' my opponents come very near me in fome 
things, and 1 go very near them in others, yet the 
difference between us is as effential as the difference 
between light and darknefs^ truth and error ; And (2) 
to remind them and myfelf, that we ought fo much 
the more to exercife chriflian forbearance towards 
each other, as we find it difHcultj whenever we do not 
fland upon our guard, to do juitice to ty^xy part of 
the Truth, without feeming to diffent even from our- 
felves. However, our (hort-fightednds and twilight 
knowledge do not alter the nature of things. The 
truth of the anti-pharifaic and anti-Crifpian gofpel 
is as immutable as its eternal Author ; and whether I 
have marked out its boundaries with a tolerable de- 
gree of juflnefs or not, I muli fay as the heathen poet: 

£fl modus in rebus, funt certi denique fines, 
• Quos ultra citra que nequit confiflere redlum. f 



•f" Truth is confined within her firm bounds : nay, there is a mid- 
dle line equally diftant from all extremes ; on that line /he ftands, and 
to mifs her, you need only ftep over it to the right hand or to the left. 



jh ^::;-v3.^ 
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SCRIPTURAL ESSAY 

On the adonifhing reward able nefs of Works accord* 
ing to the Covenant of Grace : 

Containing 

I. A Variety of plain Serif tures, lA/hich fifWf that 
Heaven itself // the gracious Reward of the 
WORKS of Faith t and that Believers may lo/e that 
Re*ward ky had Works.^^W, An Answer to the 
mofi flaujible ObjeQions of the Solifidians againfl /his 
DoSirine, — III. Some Reflections upon the un^ 
reafonablenejs of tho/e^ nvho/corn to nvork twith an Eye 
to the Re*wardy that God offers to excite us to Obedienc$m 

To the L»w and to the Teftimcny. If. viii. 8. 

FirstPart, 

HAYING particularly guarded in the preced- 
ing difcourfc the dodrine of Salvation by the 
co^venant of grace ^ and having endeavoured to fecure 
the foundation of the gofpel againfl the unwearied at- 
tacks of the Pharifees ; 1 fhall now particularly guard 
the Works of the co'venant of grace ^ and by that means 
I (hall fecure the fuperfiruSure againil the perpetual 
aHaults of the Antinomians : a part of nay work this, 
which is fo much the more important, as the ufe of a 
^icyek% foundation is only to bear up an ufefui iUudlnrc. 
None but fools ad without motive. To deprive a 
wife man of every motive to a£l, is to keep him in 
total inadlion : and to rob him of fome grand motive, 
h cofiiiderably to weaken his willingnefs to a£t, or his 
fervour in acting. The burning Vov^ of God U mu- 
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doubtedly the moil generdus motive to obedience : 
boc aJas ! thoufands of good men, like Cornelias, are 
yet ftrangera to thac powerful fenfation flied abroad in 
their hearts by the Holy Ghoft : In thoufands of weak 
beiievers, love is not yet properly kindled ; it is ra« 
ther a /making flax than a blazing fire : in thoufands 
of Laodicean profeiTors it is fcarce lufe^warm ; and in 
all apoftates // is n»axed cold. Therefore, in the pre* 
fent, fickly ftate of the church militant, it is as ab* 
fjard in preachers, to urge no motive of good works 
hut grate/iii love ; as it would be in phyiicians to in- 
iill, that 9k^oodftomach muft be the only motive, from 
which their patients ought to take either food or 
pbydc. 

Our Lord far from countenancing our do^rinal re* 
iinements in this refpe^, perpetually fecares the prac- 
tice of good works by fromifing heaven to all that per- 
fevere in doing them ;. while he deters us from fin, by 
threatening deftru&ion to all that perfift in committing 
it ; workii^ thus alter ni^y upon our h^pts Mifhtre, 
iikcfe powerful fprings of aaion in the htman bread. 
- The 4bro€ of this double incentive to pradical re- 
ligion, I greatly weakened ; when, being carried away 
by the Itream of folifidianifm, I raihly faid in my 
old.f fermbn, after fome of our reformers, that ** good 
works fhall be rewarded in heaven and eternal life, 
altho' not ivith eternal life and heaven.'' An antino- 
•mian error this, which I again publicly renounce, and 
agaiiift which 1 enter the following fcriptural proted. 

if the oracles of God command us to work from 
an initial life of grace^ for an eternal life of glory ; 
frequently annexing the promife of heavenly blifs to 
good works, and threatening all ivorkers cf iniquity 
with hell-torments ; it follows, that heaven will be 
the gracious rezvard of good works, and hell thejujl 
vjages of bad ones. 

I readily grant however, that, if we confider our- 
felves merely disjinners, in the light of the Jir/i gofpel- 
axiom, and according to the covenant of ivorh, which 

we 
"f See the notes 29, and ^» 
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ti'e have fo frequently broken ; heaven is merely the 
Gi^T ofQodthrd* our Lord Je/ut Chrift : for, accord- 
ing to that covenant, deftrudlion is the wages of. alt 
who have committed fin. fiut« if we are con*verted 
finners> or obedietit helie'vers\ and if we confider our- 
fclves in the light of the^cM^/gofpel axiom, and ac^ 
cording to the co*vinant if grace ; every anprejodiced 
perfon, who believes the bible, road allow that hea- 
ven is the gracious reward of our viorks of faith. 

An illultration may help the reader to fee thejufl« 
nefs of this diftinf^ion — A charitable nobleman dif- 
charges the debts of ten infolvent piifoners, fets them 
op in great or little farms, according to their refpec- 
tive abilities ; and laying down a choufand pounds 
before them, he fays : ** ( have already done much 
for you, but I will do more flill. I freely give you 
this purfe, to encourage your induftry. You (bali 
ihare this gold among you, if you manage your farms 
according to my directions : but if you let vour fields 
l>e over-run with thorns, jm ihall not only iofe the 
bounty I defign for the indudrious, but forfeit all my 
preceding favours.*' Now who does not feey that 
the thousand pounds thus laid down, are 2l free gift of 
the nobleman ; that neverthelefs, upon the perfornH 
ance of the condition or terms he has fixed, they be- 
come a gracious r^qv^ir^of indnflry ^ and that confe- 
quently, the obtaining of this reviard turns now en* 
tirely upon the 'w^rks of induftrj performed by the 
farmers. 

Juft fo eternal falvation is t\ke free gift of God thro* 
Jeius Chrid ; and yet the vhtaining of it {on the part 
ofadttlts] turns entirely upon their w^rij of faith i 
that is, upon their fworks as well as upon their faith* 
Hence the fcripture fays indifierently, He that believ- 

€TH is NOT CONDEMNED ; and, If thou DOEST WELL 

/halt thou not le accepted ? JU that believe are 
justified; and. He that worketh righteoufnefs is 
A«tEPTED.— DurI«ord, fpeaking of a weeping peni- 
tent, fays equally : Her Jins^ ivhich are many^ are for- 
given 'fforjhe loved much\ and, Thy fins are forgiven^ 

thy 
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#Ay JAITH hath faved thee. — As for St. Paul, tho' he 
always juilly excludes the works of unbelief, and 
nerely ceremonial works, yet he fo joins y^i/i, and 
the nvorks of faith, as tofhew as, they are equally ne- 
ceifary to eternal falvation : There is no eowiemnation^ 
fays he, to them that are in Chrift by faith : [Here is 
the Pharifee's portion] ^who walk not after the fiefli^ 
hut after thefpirit [Here is the A ntinooiian's portion.] 
Hence it appears, that living faith no^w and always 
works righteoafnefs ; and that the works of righteouf- 
nefs nenn f and always accompany faith, fo long as it 
remains li*oing. 

* I know this is the do^rine,' fays judicious Mr. 
Baxter, * that will have the loudefl outcries raifed 

* againft it ; and will make fome cry out, Herefy, 

* Popery, Socinianifm ! and what not ? For my own 

* part the Searcher of hearts knoweth, that not ilngu- 
' larity, or any good will to Popery provoketh me to 

* entertain it : but that I have earneilly fought the 
' Lord's dire^ton upon my knees, before I duril ad- 
'• venture on it ; and that I refilled the light of this 
^ concloiion as long as I was able.' — May this bright 
teftimony make way for an illuminated cloud of pro- 
phets and apodles ! and may the fun of righteoafnefs 
rifing behind it, fo fcatter the (hades of error, that wc 
may awake oat of oar laodicean ileep, and antinomian 
dreams, and fee a glorious, unclouded gofpel-day! 

That in fubordination to Chrifl our eternal falva- 
tion depends upon good works, i. e. upon the works of 
faith, will, I think, appear indabitable to them that 
believe the bible, and candidly conAder the following 
fcriptures, in which heaven and eternal life in glo- 
ry are fufpended upon works^ if they fpring from a 
iincere belief in the light of our difpenfation ; I fay, 
if they fpring from Uml^ faith, it being abfolutely im- 
pofCble for an heathen^ and much more for a chrijiian^ 

to 

*!* 1 uie the word now, to flop up the antinomian ^a^^^ which oae 
of my opponejirs ttita Xo keep open by \nf\ii>i%X.\iv^» ^i>X >iMJ ^ ^x>a>^ 
believer may commit adultery and murdex twrw, '^tX. \i!t Hi^ aVujo?j^ 
4IW* niAtcou/bcfi Ijcfore he die. 



I 
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to work righteoufnefs without bslieving in £bme 
degree that God is, and that he is the r awarder of them 
thai diligently feek him, as well as the punifher of them 
that prefumptuoufly fin againft him : For ^without 
faith it is impoj/ihle to pleafe God ; all faith lefs works 
fpringiDg merely from fuperilition, like thofe of Baal's 
prieils, or from hypocrify like thofe of the pharifees. 
Having thas guarded agaia the do6lrine of faith^ [ 
produce feme of the many fcriptures that direkly, 
or indireSily annex the abQve->mentioi>ed veuard to 
WORKS : And, 

( 1 ) To confederation^ converfeony and exercifing our* 
felves to gedlinefs. — • Becaufe he confiderejthy and 

< turneth away from all his tranfgrefllons^ &c. he ihall 
, farcly liite^ he fhall not die, -^ When the wicked 

* man turneth away from his wickedoefs, Scq^ he fhaJl 

* fave his Joul alinte* — Wherefore turn yourielves and 
' lifve ye. -^^ Exercife thyfelfunto godlinefst for it is pro- 

* iitable unto all things ; having the promife o( the 
' life that now is, and that tuhieh is to come,* 

(2) To doing the nuill of God^ — * He that does the 

* will of my Father, iball enter into the kingdom of 

* kefi'ven, — He that does the will of God, abideth for 
*• e^vtr* — ^ Whofoever fliall do the wijl of God, the 

* fame is my brother and^^fr— ^i. e- the fame is aa 

* heir of God, and ^joint-heir with Chrift.' 

(3) To conf effing Chrijl^ and calling upon the name of 
the Lordi •— * With the mouth confeffion is made to fal- 

* *vation Whofoever therefore ttiall confefs me be- 

* fore men, him will I confefs alfo before my Father: 

* But whofoever (hall deny, me before men, him. will I 

* alfo deny before my Father. — Whofoever fhall call 

* upon the name of the Lord, fhall htfasved* 

. (4) To felf denial: * If thy hand offend thce» cut it 

* off : It is better for thee to enter into life maimed, 

* than having two hands to go to hell, &c. And if 

< thine eye offend thee, pluck it out : It is better for 

* thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye, 
' than having two eyes to be cafl into hell-fre, -^ 

There Is no mi^a, that hath left houfc, ct \jTtxiiT^Ts» 
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* kz. for my fake and the gofpel's, but he (hall re» 

* ceive an faaDdred fold now, and in the world to come 

* tternaiUfi. — He that Ufith his life for my fake, (hall 

* find it, &c.-— He that hawh his life in this world, (hall 
' keep it aato lift etitnaU — And oor Lord fappofes 
ibat by ** gaimng ikt nmrld^^ a man may ** Itfe hit O'um 
JkiL ** For, according to the covenant of grace, even 
reprobates are not totally ioA, till they make them- 
ielvesymrj ofterditi^n like Jadas ; i. e* till they perfo- 
B«lly and wlolately lofi thetr ot/mjhuls and heaven, by 
their per(bnal and obftinate purfuit of worldly things. 

(5) To diligent I about ^ and eamefi endea^wurs^"-^* O 
man of God, lay htld on eurnal life — PFork out 
yoor own /alvation* -^ Labour for the meat that en- 
doieth to evtrhfting life — Keep thy heart with all 
diiigence, for out of it are the ilTues oi life* — In fo 
doing then dialt fa^e thyfelf* <*— Narrow is the gate 
that lcad« to Ufe. — Stri<ve to eater ia. — The vio- 
lent profs into the kingdom of God, and take it 
by force.* 

(6) To keeping th commandments, — * BleiTed are they 
that do bis commandments, Sec, that they may enter 
thro* the gates into the city,' i. e. into hea?en. — 
Theie (hall in no ^wife enter into it any thing that 
^orketh abomination.— If thon wilt enter into Ufe^^ 
keep the commandments. -^ Thou halt anfwered 
right : This do and thou (halt litie. — There is one 
Laxvgi*uerf who is able to fa've and to dejrroy : * [fome 

of whofc laws ran thus :] * Forgive, and ye ihall be for* 
given — Bicffed are the merciful, for they fhall ob- 
tain mercy - With what judgment ytjudge^ ye fhall 
he judgtd-^ For he (hall have judgment ^without 
metcy, that hdiih /he-wed no mercy •'^^hh^ss^D are the 
feuce-maksrs^ for ihcy Jhall he cHltd the children of 
God,' [and, of courliB, the heirs of the kingdom.]— 
The king Ihall fay unto them. Come, ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit ilie kingdom prepared for you, 

K * for 

t See the cxcdJent comment of otx chux^ ^^^mw^^cysSst hi^^rI^^ <s^ 

Loid, IV th Ch^k, ^% v\^ 
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* for I was hungry and ye gave me meat, &c. — Whaf- 

* foever ye ^/o, Jo it heartily, as to the Lord, knowing 
' that of the Lord ye (hall receive the reward of the 
' inheritance : But he that does wrong, (hall receive for 

* the wrong which he hath efone^ and there is no re- 
' fpeft of perfons. — Be ye therefore followers of 
' God as dear childen^ &c. for this ye know, that no 
' ivAoremonger, Sec. hath any inheritance in the king- 

* dom of God. — ^The works of the fle(h are manifeft, 

* which are thefe, adultery^ &c. of which 1 tell you 
[believers] * that they, who do fuch things^ (hall not 

* inherit the kingdom of God.' 

(7) To runnings fightings faithfully laying up treafun 
in heaven^ and feeding the flock ofGod^ — ' They, who 
^ run in a race, ran all ; but one receiveth the prize : 
^ So ran that you may obtain. Now they are tempe* 

* rate in all things to obtain a corruptible crown ; but 

* we, an incorruptible* I therefore fo ruw— fight — and 
^ bring my body into fubjedlion,' [that I may obtain :] 
' left i myfelf (hould be call away & ' i. e. (hould not 
be approved of, (hould be rejedted, and lofe my incor-^ 
ruptible eroivn^ — * Fight the good fight of faith, lay 

* hold on eternal life* — Lay up treafure in hea^ven, — 
^ Make yourfelves friends with the mammon of un- 

* righteo'ufnefs, that, when you fail on earth, they 
' may receive you into everlafting habitations — 

* Charge them who are rich, that they do good^ that 

* they be rich in good works, laying up in (lore for 
■ ^ themfelves a good foundation againil the time to 

f come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. — Feed 

* the flock of God, &;c. being examples to the flock, 
< and when the chief Shepherd (hall appear, ye (hall 
' receive the crown of glory ^ that fadeth not away.* 

(8) ST^ lo've and cfiarity. * Tho' I have all faith, 
f &c. and have no charity ^ T am nothing. — She,* [the 
woman] r* (hall beyi«u/^, &c. if they,* [womankind] 

* continue in fjaith and r^«r/(y. — Whofoever hateth 
f his brother hath not eternal life — He that loveth not 

* his brother, abidcth in death — We know we have 
/ pa/fJed frofi^ flcath unto life becaufc y/e lo*ve the br.e- 
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thren-— If any man love not the Lord Jcfus, let hhil 
be auathima — The crown of lifer which th^ Lord 
hath promifed to them that lo-ve him.' 

(9) To a godly «walk, * There is no condemnation 
to them, &c. that walA not after the fleih — As 
many as <walJ^ according to this rule, mercy [be, or 
will be] on them,*— If we *wali in the light' [of 

good nvoriktf Mat. v. 15.} ' the blood of Chrift cleanf- 
eth us from all fin. — The Lord will give grace and 
gloryt and no good thing will he withhold nom them 
that walk uprightly. — Many' [fallen helievers] 
ivali. Sec enemies of the crofs of Chriit, whofe end 
is deJlruQion* 

( 10) Ttf perfe'vering nnatchfulnefsifaithfulnefsj prayer'^ 
l^c. * He thsLi endureth unto the end, the fame ihall be 

fwfed. — "^z faithful unto death, and I will give thee 
the croFwn of life. — BleiTed is the man that endureth 

^ temptation, for when he is tried, he (hall receive the 
crown of life. -^ Becaufe thou hail kept the word of 
my patience, I will alfo keep thee, &c. •— -To him 
that ^vercomethf will I grant to fit with me in my 
throne* — To him that keepeth my works unto the 
end, &c. will I give the morning ftar. — Take heed 
to yourfelves, &c. ^watch and pray always^ that ye 
may be counted nvorthy to efcape^ &c» and to ftand 
before the Son of man.' In a word, 
(l l) To patient continuance in mortifying the deeds of 

the body^ and in weU doing.^^*' U ye live after the flefli^ 
ye fball die ; but if ye thro' the fpirit mortify the 
deeds of the body, ye (hall li^e — For he y^iiX joweth 
to his fiefh^ (hall of the>He(h rt^p perdition | but he 
that foweth to the fpirit, ihall of the fpirit reap life 
enjerlafting : And let us not be weary in well-doings 
for in due feafon we ihall reap' [not, if we faint or 

not, but] * IF we faint not. — He that reapeth receiv- 
eth wages, and gathereth fruit unto li/e eternal, -r- 
Ye h&ve your fruit unto holinefs, and the end ever- 
lofting life.* — God, at the revelation of his righteous 
judgment s will render to every man according to his 
dee.ds : eternal life to them, who» b^ "^^Xx^vxxVl^wvv* 
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* maace in «;«0-/af«/ , feck ior gUry, — Angaifh upoa 

* every foal of man that dsa fvil^ &c» bat glory to 

* every man that worktth good^ ite. for there is ao re- 
' ipcA of perfoDS with God.' 

Is it not aftoailhin|;, that, in fight of To many plaio 
fcriptaresy the Solifidians fiiould ftill ridicnle the pafs^ 
port of good works, and give it to the wiods as a 
*' paper*kite" ? However, if the preceding texts do 
mot appear fafficient, I can iead another volley of eof^ 
pei-trnths, to (how that the initial (alvaiion of belie v» 
cfs themfelves may be Z^ thro' bad works. 

* 1 know thy works ^ See, Co then becaafe thoo arc 

* lukewarm I will fpue thee oat of my month.— What 
' doth it profit, my brethren, tho' a man' {r/^ anv one, 
and two verfes below, any one of yoa« James li^ 14^ 
16,] * Cbly he hath faith, and hath not works' [tfowF} 

* Can faith fave him? ice. Faith, if it hath not 
' works, is dead being alone. — Grudge not one 
' againft another, brethren^ left ye be dammd* {in 
the original it is the fame word, which ia rendered 
damntdf Mark xvi. 16.] — < If we fufiext we &a}l aUb 

* reign with him : if «v# [believers] ditty him, he will 
^ alfo deny us* — Add to yoar fakh 'oiriue^ &c« eha-« 
' rity, &C. if ye do thefe things ye (hall never fall, 

* fot /o an ENTRANCB ihall oc miniftered ntito yoa 
' abundantly into the e*uerUtfiing lemgdom of our Lord. 

V* •— It had been (fotar for them, that have efcaped 
\ the poUations of the world threr'.the kftowledgf of 

* our SawouTp *[i. e. for believers] < not to have known 
^ the way of jrighteoufnefs, than after they have 
^ known it, to turn from the hofy commandment deli- 
^ vered nnto them. — • E^ftry tree, that briageth not 

* forth good fruity is cut dowu^ and call into ihiejtre. — 
'* £vofy branch in mb, that beareth not fruit, my 

* Father taketh away -— Abide in me. See. If a man 
"^ abide not in me' [by keeping my coromaadmeutB in 
faith] * he is caft forth as a branch,, and is withered ; 
"* and' [he ihall ihare the fate of the branches that 
have reaUy belonged to the natural vine, and now bear 
mo more froitj * men gather them, and caft theni 

JH J * iato 
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* into the fire, and they are burned/ — The ^g-tret 
JQ the Lord's moral vineyard is cut down, for not 
btaring fruit. — ' Him that finmih I will blot out of 

* my book — Some having put away a good confcience^' 

* concerning /ait A have made flup^wreck «— Such as 
< tuni back to their own wickednefs, the Lord ihall 

* lead them forth with the i<uil doers. — ^Towards thee, 
' goodnefs, if '[by continuing in obedience]' thou con- 

* tinui in his goodnefs^ otherwife thou (hale be cut off* 
Again, * For the wickednefs of their doings^ I will 

* drive them out of my houfe, I will lo*ue them no 
« fjgQfg ... Some are already turmd afide after Satan — 

* having damnation becaufe they have caft offxhtirfirft 

* faith — the faith that nvorks by love — the myftery 

* of faith kept in a pure confcience-^ the faith unfeign* 

* ^^/'[that the apoftle couples with}* a good confcience — 

* the faith that \% made perfed by works' — the faith 
that cries like Rachel, Give me children^ give me good 
works, or elfel die^^ the faith that faints without obe- 
dience, and a^ually dies by bad works ; the follow- 
ing fcriptures abundantly proving \!ti2X faith, and 
confcqaently the juji who lives hy faith^ can die by 
bad nxjorks. 

« When a righteous man f doth turn. from his righ- 

* teou/ne/sf and commit iniquity, &c. he (hall die in 
^ his fin, and his righteoujne/s, which he has done, 

* ihall not be remembered.' £zek. iii. 20. — Again, 

* When 

•f- That this is fpoken of a trufy-rl^hteom man, i. e, of a believer, 
appears Arom the following reafons : ( i ) The righteous here men- 
tioned, is oppofed to the 'wicktd mentioned in the context : As furely 
then as the word wicked means there one rcaiiy'wkkeii, (o does the 
word righteous mean here one rr«/y-righteous, (2) The righteous 
man*s turning from his righteoufnefs^ is oppofed to the wicked man's 
turning from his iniquity : If therefore the righteous man*s righteouf- 
nefs is to be underftood o( feigned goodnefs, fo the wicked man's ini- 
quity muft be undcrllood of feigned iniquity. (3) The crime of the 
righteous man here fpoken of is turning from his righteoufnefs : but if 
his righteoufnefs were only an hypocritical righteoufnefs, he would 
rather deferve to be commended for renouncing it \ a. v4v^W^<i^ ^a 
pharifec being more odious to God than a bAX«^3LCt<i (vtmsx, >N\\<i V^^ 
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When die rightitmsp kc^ don acccrding to mil the. 
abnmnaiimu diat the wkked man does» ihall he 
//V#^ All his r(eil##i«S/Slng/}» that he haf ime^ (hall 
not be mentioned : in his ire/paft that he hath tref* 
pafled, and in his Jiu that he hath finned, in them 
Ihall he Dia»* Eseek. xviii. 24.^— Once more : < The 
righteonfneis of the riehteoas ihall not deliver him 
in the day of his tranimffiony &c. When I fay to 
the righuouSf that he mall /urtly li'ue \ I if he truft 
to his righteonfnefs> and conmtt iniquity he ihall 
die for it.' Ezek. xxxiii* 15. 
It feems, that God for efeeing, the Solifidians woold 
be hard of belief, notwithfbmding the great ado they 
make about /d/M, coadeicended to their iRfirmity, 
and kindly fpoke the fame thing over and over ; for, 
fetting Again the broad feal of heaven to the trath 
that'chiely guards the fecond gofpel-axiom, he fays 
for the fourth time, * When the righteous turnttk 
' from his rigbteonfnefs, and comraitteth iniquity, he 

* ihall even Di^thtrely : Bat if the wicked turns from 

* his wickednefs, and doth that which is lawful and 

* tightj he ihall live therehy*^ Ezek. xxxiii. i8» 19. 
If Ezekiel is not allowed to be a competent judge, 

let Chrift him/tlf ht heard : * Then his Lord faid onto 
' him : O thon wicked fervant, I forgave thee all that 

* debt, &c. Shooldeft not thou aifo have had com- 

* paflion on thy fellow- fervant, even as I had pity on 

* thee ? And his Lord was ivroih, and delivered him 
' to the t9rmenters»* Mat. xviii. 26, &c. 

All 
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honcfty enough not to put on the maflc of religion. Rev. iii. 15, — 
(4) Part of this apoftate's futrijbnunt will conAft in hot having tht 
righteoufnsfs that be hat done femembered : but if his rigbteoufners is a 
filfe righteoufnefe, or mere hypocrify, the divine threatening proves a 
precious prondfe ; for you cannot pleafe an hypocrite better, than by 
;)flruring him, that his hypocrify ihall never be remembered. What a 
pity is it, that, to defend our miftakes we /hould fix egregious non- 
\tr\(tt and grofs contradiction upon die only nvife God ! 

X Thefe words are another indubitable proof, that the righteous 
here mentiontd is a /rWir-rtgbteous perfon ; as the holy and true God 
uouJd never fay to a wicked phartfec, that be.jhalljisrelif Unte^ 
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All tihe preceding (criptares are thus rutnmeci op 

hf our Lord* Mat. xxv. 46, Tike/g [the pf rfona who 

have not finally done the works of faith] /hall go int^ 

irnvrlsLfting pumfltmtnt ; hut the rightatu [chofe who 

have done then to the end, at leaft from the time of 

tkeir re^converfion if they were backfliders] fliall go 

into itirnal life* This do&rioe agrees perfedly with 

the conclttfion of the fermon on the mount : Whojot" 

*0€r KBARBTH theft fc^ingi of mint ^ ^Wdoth them ; 

/ ^Boitt liken him to a wis£ manf luho built his houje 

upomartck: and entry one that hbareth thefe fay^ 

ings of minOf and doth thbm vot^ /hall be likened 

unto a FOOLISH man, who built his hoa/e upon the 

fond.* — Nay, this is Cbrift's explicit do&rine : No 

wofds can be plainer than theie : They that are in the 

graves /haU hear his <voice and come forth ; they that 

ha've DOMB good, unto the refurre3ion r^LiFE ; and 

they that have done evil, uttto the refurreBion of con - 

DBMNATiON, John V. 29. All creeds therefore, like • 

that of St. Athanafius, and all faith, mod end in prac- 

tier. This is a grand article of what might, with 

pecoJiar propriety, be called the catholic faith — the 

faith that is common to, and eiTential under all the 

difpenAitioni of the everlailing gofpel, in /x// countries 

and ages — ** the faith, which except a man believe 

faithfully^" i. e. fo as to njtjork righteoufnefs like the 

good zxA faithful fervant, '* he cannot be faved.'* 

Sbcond Pabt. 

As fome difficolties pfobably rife in the reader's 
mind againfl the preceding dodrine, it may not be 
2mifs 10 produce them in the form of objedlions, and 
to anfwer them more folly than I have yet done. 

!• Objection. ** All the fcrlptures« that you have 
produced, are nothing but Defcriptions of thofe who 
fhall be faved or damned : Yon have therefore no 
ground to infer from fuch texts, that in the great 
day oor works of faith (ball be rewarded wkh ^w 
eternai life of glory ^ and out bad VioiVL"5i ^>wv\^^^ 
with eternal death." K^^% 
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Answer. Of all the paradoxes ad?anced 1>y n^r* 
taken divines, your affirtion is perhaps the greateft^ 
You have no more ground for it, than I have for fay* 
ing, that England is a laA/lefs kingdoniy and that ali 
the promifes of rewards, and threatnings of puniih- 
ments, Aaroped with the authority of the legiflative 
power, are no legal fandlions. If I ferioufly main- 
tained, that the beilowing of public bounties upon 
the inventors of ufeful arts — that the difcharge of 
fome prifoners, and the comiemnation of others, ac- 
cording to the ftatutes of the realm, aie things which' 
take place without any refpe^t to law -— that the a^s- 
oi parliament are mere dtjcriptiom of perfons, which 
the government renjuards^ acquit s^ or puniflus without 
any refpcft to nvorthine/Si innocence ^ or demerit — and 
that the judges abfolve or condemn criminals merely 
out oi free grace and free ivrat/i-^ifl maintained a 
paradox fo diOionourable to the government, and fo. 
contrary to common fenfe, would you not be afloniih* 
ed ? And if I gave the name of PapiJ^ to all that did 
not receive my error as gofpel, would you not recom*. 
mend me to a dofe of Dr. Monro's hellebore ? — And 
are they much wifer, who iix the foul blot upon the 
divine government, and make the proteflants believe, 
that the fan^lions of the King of kings, and the judi- 
cial didlates of Him who judges the world in rigbte- 
oufnefs, are not laws and lentences, but reprejentations 
and defer ipt ions ? 

A cumparifon will ihe^w the frivoloufnefs of your 
objeAion : There is, if 1 miilake not, a ilatute that 
condemns an highwayman to be hanged, and allows 
a reward of forty pounds to the perfon that takes hinv. 
A counfellor obferves, that this flatute was undoubt- 
edly made to deter people from going upon the high- 
way, and to encouiage the taking of robbers. Not 
fo, fays a lawyer from Geneva ; tho' robbers are 
hanged according to lavif yet the men that lake them 
are not legal/y rewarded ; the fum mentioned in the 
ilatute is given them of free, gratuitous, undefervcd, 
unmerited, di/ling uiihing grace. — Nay^ fays the 
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couBfelloff if tJiey do sot deferve the forty poumh 
aiore than otker people, that fum might as well be 
beflowed apon the highwaymen themfeives, as upoa 
tbofe who take them at the hazard of their life.-— 
*^ Amd 6> k migkt, fays the Geneva lawyer : for altho* 
peofy blind legalifta make people believe, that the 
proinifibry part of the Uw was made to excite people 
to exert thcmfelvea in the taking of robbers ; yet we 
kaow better at Geneva ; and I inform yoti, that tbe 
cUofe you fpeak of, is onJy a ^e/cripHon of certain 
men, to whoa the government ddligos the re*t»ard of 
forty poends gratis.** The admirers of Geneva-logic 
clap ckeir hands, and cry ont, '* Well faid I down 
wuk kgm/itf I** but an Englifli jury fmiles and ciietv 
*< Down witk ahjurdity / '' See I Vth Check. p« 1 30. 

W Ob J. '* Yon confound onr titU to, with our 
fiuetHi/s for keaven, two things which we carefully 
diiingui(h. Cor tith to heaven being folely what 
Ckrift has dose and fufered for his people, has no* 
tking to do with either o«r holine^ or good works % 
bttf, onr nmetm/s for heaven fnppofea houneis, if not 
good : 3irorks. Therefore, God's nncon verted £nlal 
people, who have in Chrift a complete title to heaven 
&y rv^BXai * finijhtd falmatiani shall all be made 
mntm heaven itt the day of his power.'* 

A vs. (i) 1 onderftand yon, and fo docs Mr. Ful« 
fome. Yo<i infinuate, that, till the day you fpeak 
of comes, nnconverted finners, and backniders may 
indnlge themfelves like the fervant mentioned in the 
gofpel, who faid, Mjf mafttr delay eth his coming, an^d 
btgan f drink nmth the drunken ; but alas ! inftead of 
** a day of power, " he faw a day of vengeance, and 
his **JimJhed/al'vatiott** (fo called) ended in weeping, 
walling, and enafbing of teeth. 

(2) Your dtftindlion is contrary to the fcrlptures^ 
which reprefent all impenitent workers of iniquity 
as having z, full title to hell tLCCording to both law and 
gofpel ; fo far are the oracles of God from fuppofing, 
that,^i9K^ workers of iniquity have z. full title to hea^veth 
abfolotely independent on the obcdietice of (^vt^« 
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(3) It is coDtrvy to tea/on ; for rcafon didates that 
whofocTer has a full title to a fumi/kaumt or to a r#- 
rvani, is folly ueet for it. Where is the differecce 
betv/een fayiog, chat a marderer is fmlfy mut foty or 
that he has a full titU ta the gallows ? If a palace 
richly furoiflied was bellowed opon the raoft righte- 
ous ttian in the kingdom, and yon were the penbn ; 
would it not be abford to diitinguilh between your 
title /#» aod yoor mietwe/sfcr that recompincej Or, 
if the king, in confequence of a valuable confident- 
tion received from the prince, had promifed a coronet 
to eveiy iwift ronner in England, next to the pnnce's 
interpofidon and his majefty's preroife, woald not 
your running well be at once yoor title to, and meit^ 
ftefs for that honour ? And is not this the cafe, witir 
tefpeft to the incorruptible crowns referved in heaven 
for thoie, whoy^ run that they may obtaim f 

(i.) Yoof dilHndlion draws after it the moft horrid 
conieqneoces : for if a full title to heaven may be 
feparated from a meetnefs for the hwfi place in hea-' 
veOy it fiecefTarily follows : That Solomon had 9LfmH 
title to heaven when he worfhipped Afhtaroth ; and 
the inceftooof Corinthian, when he defiled his father** 
bed ; in flat oppofirion to the difiates of every man'a 
confcience [it you except Mr. Fulfome and his fra« 
ternity.] Ic follows, that St. Paul told a grofs un- 
truth^ when he faid. This ye J^notu, that no idolater f 
and KO unclean perfouy hath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Chrift and of God, — In a. word, it follows, 
that believers fau3ified luith the hJood of the covenant ^ 
ijuho dranju hack to perdition^ [fuch as the Apoftates 
ntentioned, Heb. x. 29.]«may have no title to heaven 
in all their fandifying faith; while fome impenitent 
murderers, like David and ManaiTes, have a perfedl 
title to ic in all their crimes and unbelief. 

(5) This is not all ; Our Lord'^ mark. By their 

fruit ye /hall knots) them^ is abfolutcly wrong if you 

axo right : for your Diltindlion abolifhes the grand 

fiiM^ftHBriilic of the children of God, and thofe of 

^HBJ# whif h conlills in not committing or commit^ 
W ting 
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thg iniquity^ in doifi^ or not doing rightcoufnefs, ac- 
cording to thefe plain words of St. John, He that 
tommitteth fin is of the de<vil — in this the children of God 
are manifift^ and the children of the dewl: nvhofoe*ver 
DOBS NOT right eoufnefsf is not of God^ neither he 
that loveth not (nnuch lefs he that murders) his hro^ 
theTf 1 John iii. 8, lo. — Thus the Lord's facred en- 
dofure is broken down, his fheepfold becomes a fold 
for goats, a dog-kennel, a fwine-fty. — Nay, for what 
you know, ail bloody adulterers may be /heep in 
WOLVBS cloathing; while all thefe that have .fcaped the 
p9Uution that is in the njoorld^ may only be <wolves in 
9HEEP*8 cloathingi it mattering not, with regard to 
the goodnefs of our title to heaven, whether filthinefs 
to Belial^ or holinefs to the Lord be written upon our 
foreheads. O Sir, how much more dangerous is your 
fcheniey than that of the primitive Babel-builders! 
They only brought on a cunfufion of the original 
lanesage'^ but your do£lrine confounds light and 
darkiwis, promifes and thrcatenings, the heirs of 
bearea and thofe of hell, the feed of the woman 
and that of the ferpent. 

(6) As to your intimation, that holinefs is fecured 
by teaching, that God's People shall abfolutely he 
made iviliin^ to for fake their (ins, and to become 
righteous in thb day of God*s power, that fo they 
may have a meetnefs for, as well as a title to heaven ; 
it drags after it this horrid confequence : The devil's 
people " in the day of God's power,** shall ahfo^ 
lutely he made <willing to forfake their righteoufnefs, 
that they may have a meetnefs for^ as well as a title 
to hell ; a hitter reverfe this of your *^ fiueet GofpelP* 

To conclude : \i by your diftindion you only 
want to infinuate, that Chriil is the grand, and pro- 
perly-meritorious procurer of our falvation, from 
iirfl to lafl ; and that the works of faith are only a 
fecondary, inilrumental, evidencing caufe of our 
final falvation, you mean jull as I do. But if you 
give the world to underftand, that eledion to eter- 
nal glory is unconditional ^ or, which QOtcvt^ ;AV xa Q^'t, 
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tKat KO SI IV can invalidace our title to heaven ; from 
the preceding obfervatioiis it appears, that you de- 
ceive the fimpiey propagate the immoral fpeciet of 
the Ful/omesf make Chnft the minifter of fia, and 
inadvertently poifon the church with the raakeft 
anttnovnianifm. 

in. Ob J. •' You call /Ae tmorks rf Chrift the fri- 
MARYt and properly- meritorioas canie, and 9wr^ji}wks 
tf faith the secondary and tnflrumeatal canfe of 
<jur tttrnal falvation. Bat, according to yonr doc- 
trine, our works ihould be called the firfi canfe, and 
Chrift'^ work the Jkcwd : for yoii make the final fnc- 
ccfs of Chrift^ % work, to depend upon cur work; 
which is manifedly fettisg our performances above 
thoie of the Redeemer.'' 

ANSfriR: (i) When a gardei;er affirms, that he 
iiall have no crop unlefs he digs and fet» his eardea, 
does he manifeftly fct bis work above that of the God 
of nature ? And when we fay, that '* we AaU not 
ttvp friai falvation, if we do not work out ocnr &}va- 
tiov^*' do we exalt onrfelves above the God of grace ? 

(2) Whether our free-agency torn« the fcaJe for life 
or death, to all eternity Chrift ihall have the honour 
of having died to beftow an initial lift of grace even 
upon thme, who chufe death ia the error of their 
ways, and to have made them gracious and iinccre 
offers of an eternal life of glory. In this fenfe then, 
Chriil's work cannot be rendered ineffieduai ; it be- 
ing his ah/olutt decree, that the word of his grace fliall 
be the favour of life to obedient fru-agents^ and the 
favour of death to the diibfoedient. Therefore, if 
we qv/// not have the eternal ixnefit of his redeeming 
work, we canno\ take from him the eternal honour 
of having (bed his blood even for thofc, who tread ic 
under foot, and who hring upon tkeni/el*ves Jkvift de- 
STUCTiON by denying the Ltrd that BOUGHT THEM. 

(3) ChriH is not difhonoured by the dodrine, that 
reprefents the effed of the greater wheel, as being 
thus in part fufpended upon the turning of the lefs. 
The light of the fun ihines in vain for mci if 1 ihut 
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my eye»« Life is a far nobler gift than fiod : I C9n 
give my flarving nergbboar birad, but I cannot eive 
bim lifer Nvverrheieft, the higher wheel dops, if the 
inferior is qaite at a ftand : he moft die if he has no 
noorilhinent. Thus, by God's appointment^ the pre* 
fcnratiort of all the firft born of the Ifraelttes in Egypt 
depended npon the fprinkling of a Lamb's blood ; 
the life of all them that were bitten by the fiery {tt^ 
pentSy was fufpended on a look towards the brazen 
ferpent ; and that of Rahab and her friends hang, if 
I may {o fpeak, on a fcarlet thread. -^ Now, if God 
did not dilhononr his wifdom, when he made the life 
of ib many people to depend upon thofe feemingly 
infignificanr 'voorks ; and if he continues to make the 
life of all mankind depend upon breathing ; is it rea- 
fonable to fay, that he is dilhonoured by his own doc- 
trine, which fafpends our eternal falvation upon the 
works of faith ? 

(4) YonT objefllonf can be retorted. Moft Calvi* 
nifts grant, that our judification in the day of con<» 
verfron depends upon helie'vhg. Thus the Rev. Mr. 
Madan in bis fermon on James ii. 24. p. ig, fays, 
•• Tho' the Lord Jcfus has merited our juftificatidn 
" before God, yet we are not aftually juflificd, till 
•* he is received into the heart by faith, and refted 
•• on," &c. Therefore, in the day of converfion, thac 
great miniller being judge, oxxr jujlijicat ion is fufpend- 
ed on the njjork which he calls •* receiving CAri^,^' or 
•* refting on hitn : '* And how much more may our 
eternal falvation be fufpended on faith and works, 
i. c. on refting upon Chrift ^ and nuorking righteoufnefs ' 

(5) This is not all : both Mr. Madan and Mr. Hill 
call faith the />/?/tf/«^«/fl/ cause of our juilification, 
and every body knows that the effeil is always fuf- 
pended on the CAUSE : Now, if fo great an efFed as 
a fmncr's prefent j unification may be fufpended upon 
the Jingle CAUSff of faith, why may not a believer's 
eternal jultificatitn be fufpended upon the double 
CAUSE o^ faith and its nvorh F In 2l word, why muft 
Mr. Wellffy be repre fentcd as hcitiodox ^ox \ty>^\tv>^^\- 
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Jog, that htlinnmg and 'w&rktBg im^irmmemtaiiy c a u s e 
oor eieraal juftifcatitm ; when Mr. Madan wears the 
badge of orthodoxy, altho' he infinoates, that Ulifo^ 
ing inftrumuwtallj CAUSES 9mrjmftificmmm ? 

If Mr. Madan fays, that he allows fmth to be an 
lofimmental cause, on accoont of its being the gift 
of God by which we receive Chri^ ; I aniwer, that 
we allow the 'wfl of faith to be an inftrnmental caufe, 
becaofe it fprings from the fpirit of Chrift^ and con- 
flitates our likeoeis to Chrift^ and oar evangelical 
righteonfnefs ; a righteoofoeis this» which Chrift came 
JDto the world to promote. For God Jendtmg his Son^ 
Sec, condtmned Jim in the JUJh^ that the righietmfoe/s 
of the laiv might be fulfilled in uSf tvhe 'walk net after the 
fejhf hut after the fpirit ; i. e. who walk in goed voerks. 
— If it is afTerted, that there can be but one inftrumen* 
tal cauje of our falvation, that is, faith ; I appeal to 
reafon, which didlates that chriftian faith implies a 
vaiiety of caufes, fuch as preaching Chrift, and hearing 
him preached : for faith comes by hearings and hear- 
ing by the nuord of God. This argument therefore^ 
carries its own anfwer along with it- 

(6) To conclude : Mr. Madan, in the above-quoted 
fermon, p. i6, fays with great truth ; '* Chrift and 
'' faith are not one and the fame thing ; how then 
*< can ue reconcile the apoftle with himielf, when he 
" fays in one place. We arejuftified hy Chrift ; and in 
** another, we zxt juftified by faith? This can only 
<< be done by having recourfe to the. plain di(lin6lion, 
*< which the fcriptures afFord us, in confidering Chrift 
*' as the meritorious caufe, and faith as the inftrumental 
*' (aufe% or that by which the meritorious caufe is ap- 
'* plied unto us, fo that we are benefited thereby."-— 
Now all our herefy confifts in applying Mr. M.'s ju- 
dicious reafoning to all the fcriptures, that guard the 
fecond gofpel axiom, thus : ' now can we reconcile 
< the apoftle with himfelf, when he fays in one place^ 

• We are faved by Chrift^ and in other places. We are 

* fa*ved by faith i lue arefaved by hope '^ Work out your 
' fi^/t/aJ^vafion — Confejion is made to falvation^ &c. for 
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» Chrift znd faiths Chrift and hope^ Chrill and worh^ 

* Chiift and making confejjion are not one and the 
' fame thing ? This feeming inconiiltency in St. Paars 
< dodtrine vanifhes by admitting a plain dilUndtiony 
'< which the fcriptures afford us : that is, i. 6/ con(i- 
^ dering C^r(^, from fij'ft to laft» as the properly- me^^ 
'* ritorious cauje of our prefent and eternal iaivation : 

' 2. By coniidering/iz/M as the inftrumentdl cause of 
' oar falvation from the guilt and pollution of fin on 

* earth : And 3. by confidering the works of faith, 
' not only as the e*vidtncing cause of our juftificatioa 
' in the great day, but alio as an injirumental cause 

* of our continuing in the life of faith ; juil as eating, 
' drinking, breathing, and fuch works, \\iX faring 

* yr#« natufal l^e, are inftromental caufes of our CQn- 
' tinuing in natural life.' Thus faiths and its lAjorks^ 
are two inferior causes, whereby the properly- rneri* 
torioos CAUSE is fo completely applied to obedient, 
perfevering believers, that they are now, and for ever 
fhall be benefited by it. As i flatter myfelf that this 
^xfold anfwer fatisfies the candid reader^ I pais on to 
another plauiible obje^ion. 

IV. Ob J. •• Though you afTcrt, that, froni fird to 
lalh the works and AifFerings of Chrift are the grand, 
and properly- meritorioiis cau/e of our falvation ; yet, 
according to your fcheme, man having a life of glory 
upon his ckoicet and heaven upon nvarking out his fal- 
vation, the honour oi free grace is not fecurcd. For, 
after zlU free nviii dind human faithfulnefs, or unfaith- 
falnefs, turn the fcale for eternal falvation or dam- 
nation." 

Ans. (i) In the very nature of things we are free- 
agents, or the wife and righteous God would a£l in- 
confiltently with his wifdom and equity in difpenfing 
reiuanis and puni/hments. If, thro* thefa*ving grace of 
JGod which has appeared to all men^ we were not again 
endued with an awful power to chufe life, and to be 
faithful, it would be as injudicious to puniflt or recom- 
penfe mankind, as to whip a dead horfe for not mov- 
ing, damn fire for burning, or graLtvt>N^Xtt ^.tv t.\R.\^^ 

L 2 \^^'^\'i 
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reward for its fluidity. (2) Were I aihamed of my 
moral free-agency, I fhould be aihaoied of the ooble 
power that diftiDcoiihei me from the brute creation . 
^— I fhould be afhamed of the old teftameot, and of 
Mofes, who fays : BthoU^ I call heaven ami earth to 
Tuordf that I hante fet before you life and death, hlejjing 
uttd curfingf therefore CHVSB life.^-A (hould be aibaraed 
of the new teflameot, and of Chrilt, who complains, 
You WILL NOT come unto me that you might have life t 
i. e. You will not ufe the power, which my prevent- 
ing grace has given you* that you might live here a 
.'ife of faith and holinefs, and be hereafter rewarded 
with a life of happioefs and glory. — » In a word^ I 
fiiould pive up the iecond eofpel-axiom, and tacitly 
reproach my Maker, wJbo lays; Why *will ye dte% Q 
houfi of Jfrael ? for I home no pleafure in the death of 
him that dieth \ nuherefon turnyourfelves^ and li'veye, 

(3) To convince yov^ that Free^agencyt and a r^bt 
ufc of ity are by no means inconfiftent with divine 
grajce and genuine humility, I aik. Did xioi Cod en- 
Jue pur im parents with free wllf Ar^ not even 
feme rigid Calvinifls afhamed Jo deny it ? if free will 
ji) inun is a power di/honouratle to -God, did not our 
wife Creator mlAake when he jgronounted man 'very 
guodi at the Ntxy time, man was 2l frejS'^viller ? For^ 
Jbow could man be ^tery good^ if be had within him a 
power that mceJfariJy militates again il the honour of 
God, as the Calvinifls infinoateyr «/'-•«//// does ? 

(4) I S^ ^^^ ft^P farther and aik,Did God ever en- 
due one child of Adam with power to Avoid one fm ? 
—If you fay, No : you contradict the fcripturcs, your 
own confjbieoce, and the confciences x)f all mankind ; 
you ioi the blot of foljy on all the judges, who have 

Judidalh punifhed malefa^ors with death ; and. when 
you infinuate, that the Lawgiver cf the univerfe will 
fend all workers of iniquity perfonally into hell, for 
not doing 'what is la-zvful and right to fa*ve their fi^uls 
alive ; or for not avoiding fin, when he never gave 
them the ieaft power perfonally fo to do ; you pour 
«lfiioil «8 m42ch contempt upon his perfedions, as if 

.you 
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.^0 hiiitedy that he will one day raife all creepli^ 
infedsy to judge them according t§ thiir fttps^ and to 
^taft into a place of torment as many as did not move 
as fwiftly as a race horfe. 

If fou anfwer in the affirmative, and grant, that 

God has gracioufly endued om child of Adam with 

.power to avoid 9nt fin, {o hr you hold free luiii Ski 

well as Mofes and Jefus Chrift. Now if 6od has be- 

ftowed free nvill opon on§ child of Adam with refpedl 

^to the avoiding or om fin ; why not upon t*wo^ with 

refped to the avoiding of t<wo fins ? Why not upon 

W/» with refpedl to the avoiding of ail the fins, that 

are incompatible with the obedience of faith ? 

(5) 'Ag&iO' 33 it would be abfurd to fay, that God 
gave a power to avoid ont fin, only to om child of 
Adam : fo it would be impious to fuppofes God gave 
him this power, that, in cafe he faithfully u fed it, he 
^ihould necejfarily boaft of it. Pharifaic boafting is then 
hy no means the necejfary confequence of our moral 
4iberty, or of a proper ulc of out /ree'ivili. Thus it 
appears, that your fpecious objection is founded up- 

H>n an heap of paradoxes ; and that to ctnhrsicc/ree 
wflM left we fiiould not make enough oi free grace ^ 
and to jump mio fatalijm lell wc would be proud of 
oor free-ivillt is not lefs abfurd than to proilrace be- 
-fore a traitor lell we fiiould not honour the king, and 
to run to an houfe ol ill fame left we (bould be proud 
-of our chafiity. 

(6) Our dodrine fecures the honour ef free grace 
as well as calvinifm. You will be convinced of it, if 
yon confider the following articles of our creed with 
refpcdl 10 free grace, (i) Before the fall, i)\q free 
grace of oup Creator gave us in Adam holinefs, hap- 
pinefs, and a power to continue in both. — > (2) Since 
the fall, they>-#^ grace of our Redeemer indulges us 
with a reprieve, an accepted time, a day of -vifitation 
and falvation ; in a word, with a better covenant, and 
^ free gift ^ that is come upon all men unto \\v)\t\2i\']jujii- 
f cation of life^ Rom. v. 18. — (^) That noihing may 

be wanting on God's part, the/ree ^r«ce ^ <i>oit ^<xnt- 

L- 3 Vvjic 
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iijter excites ii to nake a proper ufe of the free gift» 
put of which if mprdJ liitrty. -^(4) Thas, even our 
yrH-txfiU to good h til of cretting, r;edeetning, and 
fanflifyidg grace : therefore, with regaird to that glo- 
rious power, as well as to every other talent, wc hum- 
bly a(k with St. Paul, fVAai hmft thpu, tAat thou haft net 
YeceiwJ ? •^ {^) This is not all : We are commanded 
to aceouni iht Ivnf-fuffiring tfGod [a degree of] sal- 
vation ; and fo'^it is : for without forcing, or necef- 
farily inclining our will, God's providential fret grace 
difpbfes a thoufand circumftances in fuch a manner, 
as to fecond the calls of the everlafting gofpeK The 
gracious Preferver of men works daily a thoafand 
-wonders to keep us out of the grave, knd out of hell': 
A thoufand wheelis have turneo tea thoufand times in 
and out of the church, to 'bring us the pure(t Hreams 
of gofpel truth. Countiefs breathings of the Spirit of 
grace 9Ldd Virtue to thofe ftreams \ free grace therefore 
not otAypreveMj^ but alfo in nutnberlefs ways accom- 
panirs, follows, diieds, encourages, and affids us in 
<i//the work of our falvation. 

And yet, while God thus nuorks in us^ as the God of 
all grace, both to *will and to do of his good plea jure ; 
that is, while he thus gives us the faculty tonvillj and 
the potver to do; and while he fecretly by his fpirit, 
!and publicly by his minifters and providences, excites 
us to make a proper ufe of that faculty and penver i 
yet, as the God of wifdom, holinefs, and juAice, he 
leaves the aSi to our choice ; thus treating us as ra- 
tional creatures, whom he intends wifely to regard or 
jollly to punifli accordi^ig to their works^ and 
jiot according to his o^wn. 

Hence it appears, that we go every ftep of the way 
with our Calviniil brethren, while they exalt Chriil 
and frte grace in a rational and fciiptural manner; 
and that we refufe to follow them only when they fee 
Chrift at nought as a prophet, a lawgiver, a judge, 
and a king ; under pretence of extolling him as a 
pricft ; or when they put 'wanton free-grace, and un- 
f denting /> efi-nvratht in the place of the^^»»iw fttt^ 
^race teiiiRcd of in the fciiptares. 
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V. Ob J. **OttC more iiiiiiculty remains : If I freely 
•^#^ the goTpel and Kai/a'ved\ and if my neighbour 
itt^Vf difohtyi it, and is damned^ what makes me to dif- 
fsr iivm ^im ? Is it not my ^i^^ obedience of faith r" 

Ans. Undoubtedly : And his fret difobedience 
makes him differ from you : or it would be very ab- 
furd JUDICIALLY to acqutc and reward ycu rather 
than him, according to your fwo^Jts, And it would 
be ftrange duplicity to condemn and puniih A/w ra- 
ther than you in a day of Judgment, after the moft fo- 
lemo proteftations, that equity and impartiality ffaall 
didlate the Jnd^e*s fen ten ce. 

As to the difiicuity arifing from St. Paul's qoeftion, 
I Cor« iv. 7, ^^0 maieth thee io differ f to what I have 
faid about it in the preceding fermon, p. 8 1 , I add ; 
(1) According to the covenant of works nil fall Jkort 
of ihi glorf of God : and when any one aOcs, with re- 
(pe£t to the law of innocence, Who makes thee to differ ? 
the proper anfwer is, ** There is no difference : every 
mouth muft be ftoffed: all the 'world is guilty before God 

— Enter not into judgment nuith thy fer^ant, O Lord,** 

— But, according to the covenant of grace, he that 
freely believes and obeys in the ftrength oi free grace, 

undoubtedly makes himfelf to differ from him, that 
by obllinate difobedience does aefpite to the fpirit of 
grace* If this point is given up, the Diana and. the 
Apollo or rather the Apollyon of the Antinomians [I 
mean wanton Free-grace and mercilefs Free- wrath] 
are fet up for ever. However, 

(2) If the queftion, fFho maketh thee to differ ? is 
aflied with refpe6t to the number of our talents, the 
pfo^^er aofwer is, '* God's diftingui(hing grace alone 
maketh us to differ." And that this is the fenfe, 
which the apoAle had in view, is evident from the 
context. He had before reproved the Corinthians for 
fnying etnry one, I am of Paul, and I of ^polios, &c« 
and now he adds, Thefe things 1 ha*ve in a figure tranf 
f erred to ^yfelf and to ApolUs, that ye might learn in us 
net to /^/ff/T [of gifted, popular men, or of yourfelves] 
abofue that nnhich is <writUn^ that no ont «/^oii h% ^u^td 
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"^p for tm againft another ; fw who maketh tha Hiif^ 
fer ? Why is «hy pet Ton graceful f and why art thoa 
Qaturally an thqumt man like Apolks^ whilft thy bro- 
ther's j'petch is ruiUf and his Mify prtfimco ^noak amd 
coHttmptibie like mine \ Bat, 

(3) If you a(k, IVho maktth the to differ? with re- 
fpedt to the improvement or non-improvowuut of oar 
^ifts and graces : if you enquire. Whether God noce/- 
Jitates feme to difbelieve, that they may neceffarily &tL 
and be damned ; while he meceffitates others to beliere, 
that they may necejfarily work righteoufnefs and be 
faved ; 1 otter ly deny the laft queAion, and in this 
fenfe St. Paul anfwers his own roifapplied qoeftion 
thus. Be not dicei*ued : What a man (not what -God) 
fonuetK thatjhad he aljo reap^ perdition if he foweth to 
the fleih, and eternal life if he foweth to the fpiric. 
Nor* am I either afraid or alhamed to fecond him by 
faying upon the walls of Jerufaiem, that in the laft- 
mentioned fenfe, Wb make ourselves to differ. And 
fcripture, reafon, confcience, the divine perfedtions, 
and the trump of God, which will foon fummon us 
to judgment y teftify, that this reply (lands as firm as 
one half of the bible, and the fecond gofpel-axiom, 
OQ which it is immoveably founded. 

Nay, there is not a promife or a threatening in the 
bible, -that is not a proof of our Lawgiver* s want of 
wifdom, or of our yitdge*s want of equity, if we are 
not gracioufly endued with a capacity to make our- 
felves differ from the obAinate violators of the law, 
and defpifers of the gofpel — that is, if we are not free 
agents. There is not an exhortation, a warning, of 
an entreaty in the facred pages, that is not a dcnv)n- 
ilration of the pen-man's Jcl/y, or of the freedom of 
our will. In a word, thete is not a fmner julily /k- 
ni/hed in hell, or a believer wifely rewarded in heaven, 
that does not indiredly fay to all the world of raiio- 
nals : * Though the God of grace draws thee to obe- 
' dience ; yet it is with the hands of a man. For, after 
* all, he halves thee m the hand of thy counfelj to>keip 
' :lr command f^tnts 9 and perform acceptable odedience if 
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* TBOU WILT. Bifore man is lifi and dtath^ and *ivhg^ 

• tJur him liketh, [hall h^gii/en him.* Ecclcf. xv. i ij., &c. 

BttCy altho' yoBf oheaience of faith makes you to 

di^'er from yo»f condemned ncighboor, you have no 

rcafon to rejcA the Jirft gofpeUaxiomt and to indulge 

a b^aftiMg t contrary to faith and free grace : for your 

•chriilian Faiths which is the root of your obedience, 

is peciiliariy ih£ gift a/ Gad; whether you confider 

it as to its precious seed Cihe word nigh: J as to its 

glorious OBJECT ( ChrJJi and ihe truth : ) as to the 

MEANS^ by which ihtt ol>jed is revealed (finrh as 

preaching and hearing:) as to the opportunities 

and j'acvltjbs of u£ng thofe meanj (fuch as Uft^ 

reafawt &c.) or as to the Spirit of caace» wbofe 

afliftacce in this caie is fb important, that he is called 

the Jpirit ef faith- '^ And yet that fpirit^oes not adt 

irrefiftihlj ; all believers unutcejfarily and freely yield* 

ing to it, and all unbelievers nnnecejjfkrilj ^fid fheely 

refilling it ; So far only does the matter turn upon 

yre^ 

»■ ■ ' " I ■' ■■ I ■■— <— — — ^i^i— 1>M«PW— >pi^M^— ilWi^— ^^— W^—fc 

f There is a twofold fhrying \ the one pharifalc and contrary xa 
Faith \ of thh St. Paul Tpeaks, where he fays, Boa s ti n g is txcbtdeH, 
■iec. ty the kw 9ffitfh, "Rom. iii. %y. The other, erangelical and 
tgBwabte to faith ; fact it is a bdiet ei^s holy triaoiph in Ood, tcfnlt- 
ing from the teftimooy of a good confeience. Concetning it the tpoT' 
tie fays. Let every mangrove bis nvn vfork, and then /hall be have n* 
picing I^boastingJ in bimfelf aJone^ and not in another. Gal. vi. 4. 
(The wonl in the original is Kaucbejk in one paflage, and Kaucbema 
in lAie ether.] The& loemingly contrary do^ines are iiighly conilft^ 
ent; their oppofition anfwedi^to that of the gofpel-aiioms. The 
. £ril axiom allows of no glorying bnt in Chrift, who has alone ful- 
filled the iaw of works, or the terms of thj! firjl covenant : But the 
fccond axiom allows obedient believers an humble Ktucb^nu, upon 
their perfonally fulfilling the law 6f faith^ or the gracious terms of 
t he yM9fr</ covenant, z Cor. i. 12. Th s Kavchema anfwers to what 
Sc. Paul calls the witt^s of our ownjpirit, or tia tiflimony 6f a good 
lonfcience j which, next to the witnels of the word and fpir!t concern- 
ing God*s mercy and ChrilVs blood, is the ground of a chriftian^s 
confidence. Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have ive conji' 
dence towards God, &c. becaufe vw kefp his commandments, i John, iii. 
2r, vx* And yet, aftonifliing ! this blefled Kaucbema, fo (Irongly re- 
commended by St. Paul and St. John, who, one would think, knew 
fomething of the gofpel, is now repreCentied h>| (biMic^tt^^^vi^se^- 
J.iis, su Ae ^uintcflcJKc of pharifa\fax\ 
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frte n»ill. Thus it appears, that altho' the a£ioi faith 
is ours^ we are fo much indebted to free grace for it, 
that belrevers can no more boaft of being their own 
/a^iours, becaijfe they daily belie*ve and nvork in order 
to their final faivation ; than they can boaft of being 
their own pre/ervers^ becaufe they daily breathe and 
eat in order to their continued prefervation. 

On the other hand, altho' your condemned neigh* 
hour's difobedience makes him differ from you, he 
has no reafon to rejeA the /etond goCpel- axiom, and 
to exculpate himfelf by charging heaven with capri- 
cious partiality and horrid fr ee- wrath ; becaufe God> 
whofe mercy is over all his works, and who is no re- 
{j^t^tT<if perfon», graciouily bellowed a talent of irtc 
grace upon him as well as upon you, according to one 
or another of the divine difpenfations : For the royal 
mailer, mentioned in the gofpel, gave a pound to the 
fervant that buried it, as well as to him that gained 
ten pounds by occupying till his lord came. 

*' But, upon that footing, what becomes of dis- 
TiKGUiSHiNO GRACE?** Uhy dtftingui/hi tiff grace you 
mean calviniftic partiality ^ I anfwer. It muft undoubt^ 
edly fink together with its infeparable partner, uncon^ 
Mtional reprobation % into the pit of error, whence they 
afcended to £11 the church with contentions, and the 
world with infidels. But if ypu mean scriptural, 
difiinguijhing grace, that is, the mcmifold twi/dom of 
Godt which makes him proceed gradually^ and admit 
a pleafing variety in the works of grace, as well as 
-in the produ^ions of nature — if you mean his good 
pleafure to^give the heathens one -talent, the jews twoy 
the papifts three, the proteftants four ; or if you meaa 
the difreient methods, which he ufes to call iinner«;te 
■repentance, fuch as his familiar expoflulation with 
Cain — his wonderful warning of Lot's fons-in-law— 
His roufing Jking Saul by the voice of Samuel, and 
Saul of Tarfus by the voice of ChriH ; [Samuel and 
Chrlil coming, or feeming to come from the invifible 
world for. that awful purpofe]— His audibly inviting 
Joidas and the rich ruler to follow him, promifing the 

latter 
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letter heavenly ireafure, if he would give his earthly 
pofTcflions to the poor — His ihocking by preternatu- 
ral earthquakes the confciences of the Philippian jai^ 
lor, ^nd the two maIefa6tors that fufFered with him — 
Flis awakeningAnanias,Sapphira, and thoufandsmore 
by the wonders of the day of Pentecoil, when Lydia 
and others were called only in the common way — If you 
mean this, by distinguishing grace, we are agreed: 
for, grace difplayed in as diftinguilhing a manner as 
it was towards Capernaum, Chorazin, and Bethfaida, 
greatly illuflrates our Lord's do6lrine: <* Of him to 
whom little is given, little (hall be required ; but 
much (hall be required of them, that have received 
much ;" the equality of God's ways not confifling in 
giving to all men a like number of talents^ any more 
than making them all archangels ; but in treating 
them all equally, according to the various editions of 
the everlafling gofpel, or law of liberty ; and accord- 
ing to the good or bad ufes they have made of their 
talents, whether they had few or many. 

To return to your grand objcdlion : You fuppofe 
(and this is probably the ground of your miflake) that 
when a deliverance, or a divine favour turns upon 
fome thing, which we may do, or leave undone at our 
option, God is necefTarily robbed of his glory. But a 
few queries will eafily convince you of your miftake. 
When God had been merciful to Lot and his family, 
not looking back made all the difference between 
him and his wife ; but does it follow, that he claimed 
the honour of his narrow efwipe f — Looking at the 
brazen type of Chrift made fome Ifraelites ditler from 
others, that died of the bite of the fiery ferpents ; but 
is t;\.is a fufficient reafon to conclude, that the healed 
men had not fenfe to diftinguifti between primary and 
fecondary caufes, and that they afcribed to their looks 
the glory due' to God, for gracioully contriving the 
means of their cure ? — One of your neighbours has 
hanged, and another has poifoned himfelf ; fo that not 
hanging yourfelf, and taking wholefome food has fo 
far made the difference between you and them : but 

can 
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can y6u reafonably infer, tbac you do not Tive by di- 
vine bounty, and that I rob the Preferver of men of 
his glory, when I affirm, that yon (hall furely die if 
you do not eat, or if you take poifon ? 

Permit me to make )Ou fenfible of your miftake by 
one mo e illodration. An anli^Calvinill, who oIn 
ferves that God has fufpended many of his bleffings 
upon incluOiy, diligently plows, fows, and weed% hi9 
field. A fatalift over the way, left fret grace fhoold 
not have all the glory of his crop, does not turn f one 
clod, and expels feed to drop from the clouds into 
furrows made by an invifible plow oq a certain day» 
which he calls " a day of God's power." When har- 
veft comes, the one has a crop of wheat, and the other 
a crop of weeds. Now, altho' indufiry alone has naade 
the difFerence between the two fields ; who is moft 
likely to give God the glory of a crop, the foltffdian 
farmer who reaps thiilles ? or the laborious hafband* 
man, who has joined works to his faith in divine pro* 
vide nee, and joyfully brrngs his ibeaves home; faying 
as St. Paul, By divine bounty 1 have planted and 
Apellos has weeded, but God has given the encreafe 
which is all in all ? 

•f This is not fpoken offiom Calvinift, for fomt of them are re^ 
markably diligost in good work& They are Solifidians by halves — > 
in principle, but not in pradice. Their works outfhine their errors. 
2 lay nothing to their charge but inattention, pmjudice, and glaring 
inconfifiency. I compare them to diligent. food>natured druggiih, 
who among many excellent reir.edies fdl fiMDCtimes arfenic. They 
would not for the world take it tfaemielves, or poifon their neigli- 
bours \ but yet they freely retail it> and in (h domg they are inad- 
vertently the caufe of much mifchief. Mr. Fulfome, for example,' 
could fay which of oar gofpel miniflers tmght him, that good wotks 
are dung, and have nothing to do with eternal falvation* He cofuld 
infarm us, who Itilled faim aileep in his fins with the Syren-fongs of 
'* Uftinditiottal ekSHm^* and " Juiified fthnuiM in the full extent of 
the word ;** that is, he could let us know who gave him his killing 
dofe : and nuirbcrs of deiAs could tell us, that a bare taile or fmell of 
calviniim has made them loath the genuine do^hines of grace, juft as 
tafting or fmelling ztainud partridge has fox ever turned fame peopJe^s 
ftomacbs a^ainft partridge. 

Third 
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Third Part. 

Flatten Dg myfelfy that the preceding anfMrers have 
removed the reader's prejudices, or confirmed him in 
his attachment to genuine frte-gract^ which ftands at 
an equal diflance Kom 'wanUnmtfi znAfru nnrath ; I 
(hall conclude this EfTaf by fome refle&ons upon the 
pride, or prejudices of thofe who fcrnple working 
with an eye to the rewards, that God offers to pro* 
mote the obedience of faith. 

*' If heaven [fay fuch miftaken perfons] if the en- 
joyment of God in glory, is the reward of obedience ; 
and if you work with an eye to that reward, you a^ 
from ftlf, the bafeft of all motives. Love, and not 
felf-intereft, fets ust true believers, upon adtion : We 
worky?^« gratitude^ f and not for profit %from life^ \ 
and not for Hfe. To do good with an eye to a reward, 
tho* that reward ihould be a crown of life, is to a6t as 
a mercenary wretch, and not as a duteous child, or a 
faithful fervant." 

This fpccious error, zealoufly propagated by Mo- 
linos, Lady Guion, and her illuftrious convert, arch- 
l)i(hop f cnelon [tho* afterwards renounced by him] 
put a Hop to a great revival of the power of godlinefs 
abroad in the lad century ; and it has already ilruck 
a fatal blow at the late revival in thefe kingdoms. I 
reverence an J love many that contend for this fenti- 
B»ent ; but, my regard for truth overbalancing my 

M refpett 



t The reader is defncd to obfervc, that we recommend working 
//CM lj\ and gratitude as well as our opponents. Life and thank ful- 
nels aie tivo import int fprings of aftion, which wc ufe as well as 
they. We maintiin, that e\-cn thofe, who ba-uea name to li-vc and 
«irtf DHAD in triji}ajj\i and Jim y cannot be faired without y?r<r»gr/..v:;V» 
th« things tLit rtmain and are RZAur to die j and that thmkfulnej'i 
in being out of hell, and for having a diy of falvation thro* Chrif^ 
lliould be flrongly recommended to the chief of finners. But thank- 
f uliiefs and life -re not all the fprings nceeflary, in our imperfcft ft^tc, 
to move all the wheelB of obedience ; and we dare no more exclu-!e 
toe other fpring?, bccaufe we have thcfe two ; than we dare cut off 
»lirce cf our fi %cxi, becaufc wc kave a little finger and a thumb. 
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jtfpc£i for them, I think it my daty to oppofe their 
miilake, as a pernicious refinement of Satan tranf- 
,formed into an angel of light : I therefore attack it 
by the following arguments, 

(1) This do^lrine makes ns 'ivi/i aho*vt whgt if 
n.vritteH» -We read, that hunger, and want of bread,, 
broQ^ht back the prodinl fbn. His father knew it, 
but initead of treating hijii fis an hired fervant, hfi 
jentertained hipi as a beloved child, 

(2) It fets a/ide at a Rroke a conliderable part of 
the bible, which confifts in thnatenings to deter evil- 
workers, and in fremi/es to encourage obedient be- 
lievers : For, if it is ha/e to obey in order to obtain t 
promi/ed reward, it is bafer flill to do It in order to 
avoid a threatened poniihment. Thus the preciooa 
grt&ce oi faiths fo far as it is exercifed about divine 
promi/es and threateningSf is indiredly made void. 

(3) It decries godly feart a grand fpring of aflion, 
and prefervative of holinefs in all frtt agents, that 
are in a ilate of probation ; and by this means it in- 
diredlly charges God with want of wifdom, for put- 
ting that fpring in the bread of innocent man in pa- 
radife, and for perpetually working upon it in his 
word and by his Spirit^ whom St. Paul calls the Spirit 
of bondage unto fear ; becaufe he helps us to believe 
the threatenings denounced againil the workers of 
iniquity, and to fear left ruin mall overtake us, if we 
jcontinue in pu;- fitis. 

If ever there was a vifible church without fpot and 
wrinkle, it was when the multitude of them that belie'v 
ed^ nuere of erne heart and of oneJoiU. The worldly- 

findedn.efs of Ananias and Sapphira was the firll 
lemiih of the Chriftian, as Achan's covetoufnefs had 
been of the Jev/ifli Church on this fide Jordan. God 
;iiade an example of them as ^e had done of Achan, 
and St. Luke obfervei, th^t upon it, Gkbat FE^R 
came upon all the church ; even fuch fear as kept 
them from falling after the fame example of unbeliefs 
Now were all the primitive chriilians mean-fpiriced 
jpcople, becaufe they were filled with great fear of 
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Acing funtjhid as the firft backfliders if they apoftatiz- 
ed ? Is it a reproach to righteous Noahy that Bt* 
ing mofutd tvith fear hi fnpartd an ark for the Sav- 
ing of his hou/e f And did our Lord legalize the gof- 
pel, when he began to fay u his difdples firft of all^ &c. 
I fay unto you i liv friends, be not afraid of them that 
kill the bodyt dc, butVBAK him^ luho^ after he hath killed^ 
hath power to cafi into hell; yea^ ^ f^y «*'^ yov^ fear 
him ? — Docs this mean : Be mercenary : Yea, 1 fay 
unto YOU, be mercenary ? 

(4)^ Hope has a, particular, necefTary reference to 
promifity and good things to come. Excellent things 
arc fpoken or that grace : If St. Paul fays. Ye are 
fa*vedthro^ faith, he fays alfo, fVe are favtd by hope. 
Hence St. Peter obferves, that •* exceeding great pro- 
itiisEi are gi'ven unto us^ that we might be partakers of 
the di*vine nature : And St. John declares, Every man^ 
that has this hope in him, purifieth himftlf even as God 
is pure. Now hope never ilirs, but in order to obtain 
good things in view : ft*^ motive this» which our gofpel- 
refiners reprefent as illiberal and bafe. Their icheme 
therefore, diredHy tends to ridicule and fupprefs the 
capital, chriftian grace, which Faith guards on the 
left handy and Charity on the right. 

(c) Their error fprings from a falfe conclufion. Be- 
cauus it is mean to relieve a beggar with an eye to a* 
reward from him^ they infer, that it is mean to do a 
good work with an eye to a reward from Goo ; not 
confidering that a beggar promifes nothing, and can 
give nothing valuable ;> whereas the Parent of good 
promifes 9 and r^ir give eternal life to them that obey him : 
Their inference is then jufl as abfurd as the following 
argument : ** I ought not to fet my heart upon an 
earthly, inferior, traniitory good ; therefore I mull 
not fet it upon the chiefs heavenly, permanent 
good. — It is foolifh to ftioot at a wrong mark, there- 
tore I mud not (hoot at the right ; 1 mull not aim 
at the very mark^ which God himfelf has fet up 
for me ultimately to level all my adlions at> clckc 
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gctd •f early obedience^ p. 429, fays with great truth t 

* Maintain an hol^, filial fear of God : This is an ex- 

* cellent prefervative againft apollacy, By the fear of 

* the Lord men depart from entilt fays Solomon ; and he 
' tells you. The fear of the Lord is the fountain of live ^ 

* ivherehy men depart Jrom the fnares of dy. at h i and 
' backiliding from Chrift is one of the great fnares of 

* death. Think much of the day of recompenfek 
' and of the glorious reward of perfeverance in that 
' dsty I Be thou faithful unto deaths and I^will ginje thee 

* a crti'wn of lift' It is not thofe that begin well, but 
' thofe who end well, that receive the crcwn. It is 
*■ not mercenary fervice to quicken ourfelves to obe- 

* dience by the hope of a recompence. Omnis amcr 

* mercedis non efl mercenarius, &c. David faid, / ha've 

* hoped for thy Jalvation^ and done thy commandments, 
' He encouraged himfelf to duty by the hope of glo- 

* ry, &c. Hope of that glorious recompence is of 

* great fervice to quicken us to perfeverance. And 
' to the fame end does the apollle urge \x.i Be unmo've'' 
' ahlcy alivays abounding in the nvorA of the Lurdy for 

* G5 much as ye hnoiu that your labour is not in 'vain :/§ 

* the Lord,* 

(9) When voluntary humility has made us wife 
above what is written by the apoflles, and by our 
forefathers, it will make us look down with contempt 
from the top of our fancied orthodoxy upon the mo* 
rives, by which the prophets took up their crofs, to 
ferve God and their generation. When St. Paul enu- 
merates the works of Mofes, he traces them back to 
their noble principle, /tf/VA working by a well-ordered 
ielf-love [a love this, which is infeparable from the 
love of God and man ; the law of liberty binding us 

(o 



tic»n to the general tenor of the fcripturef, thus fummcd up by St. 
fi;hn. In tlisy nairiely committing, or not committing fui, the chiUrn 
ofCcd ARE MANiFE«r, and the children ftie D 'lil. What ih.s 
aulhoi f-js is true, if it is undei flood of the AJamic law ofinmcer.ie j 
b t if it is extended to St. Paul's laiu cj CLrJl^ and to St. James's la^tit 
f/'/i/rrf", it is one of the dangerous ttricts that fu^^jort ihc chair of 
:le ^ntmcmian n:an ffn» 
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lo love our neighbour as our/elvesy and God aI^ovk 
our/il^vij] He cho/tt fays the apoille, to fuffcr ajfli^ion 
nuith the ptople of God^ rather than to enjry the pUafutes 
of fin ^ Sec, But why ? Becaufe he was above locking 
at the prize ? Juil the reverse : becaufe he had refpcd 
to the recompence ofre^ward^ Heb. xi. 26. 

(10) la the next chapter, the apoiUe bids us take 
Chriji him/elf iox OKkx pattern in the \tx^ thing, which 
our gofpel- refiners call mercenary and bafe : Looking 
to Je/us^ fays he, ivko^ for the joy that nvasjet be- 
fore him^ endured the crofs^ defpifing the fname^ and is fet 
douun at the right hand of the throne of God :■ the noble 
reward this, with which his mediatorial obedience 
was crowned, as appears from thefe words. He became 
OBEDIENT unto death ; wherefore God alfo hath 
highly exalted him. If the fcheme of thofe who refine 
the ancient gofpel appears to me in a pecu!iariy-on- 
favourable light, it is when I fee them impofe upon 
the injudicious admirers of unfcriptural humility, and 
Hiake the fimple believe, that they do God fervice 
when they indiredly reprefent Chriit's obedience unto 
death as imferfeS^ and him as mercenary^ actuated by 
a motive unworthy of a child of God. He fays, E'very 
one that is perfect, Jhall be Kt his mafter : But we 
{ fuch is our conilflency ! J loudly decry perfedion, 
and yet pretend to an higher degree of it than our 
Lord and Mailer i For he was not above enduring the 
crofs FOR THE jov of fitting down at the right hand of 
the throne of God : but we are fo exqaifitely /^r/}^, 
that we will work gratis. It is mercenary, it is be- 
neath us to work for glory ! 

(n) I fear, this contempt is by fome indirectly 
poured upon the Lord of glory, to extol the fpurious 
fr ee- grace Vf\iO is lifter tofrec^'wrath ; and to perfuade 
the fimple, that ** fForh have nothing to do with our 
final jultification and eternal falvation before God : *' 
a dogma this, which is as contrary to re;ifon, as it is 
to fcripture and morality ; it being a mondrous im- 
pofition upon the credulity of protellants, to affert, 
that works, which God himfelf >nWV ^^^K^\i ^'vC^ 
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final j unification and ^/^rW fal nation, have nothiif^*^ 
to do with that juftification and that falvation befarr' 
Him ; Jufl as if the thing regarded had nothing to do 
with it« rf«ivflr^ before 1^i^ Renjoarder ! 

(12) The moft rigid Calvinifts allow, that St. Paul 
is truly evangelical : but, which of the facred writers 
ever fpoke greater things of the rewardablenefs of 
works than he ? What can be plainer, what ftrongcr 
than thefe words, which I muft quote till they are 
minded : JVhat/oe*vtr ye 4I9, do it heartily ^ as to the 
Lordf t^c. knonjuing [i. e. confidering] /^a/ of the Lord 
ye Jhall recet*vt the reward of the inheritance. But he 
that doth tvrong, fliall receinte for the 'wrong nuhich he 
hath done : for there is no refpeSt offerfons^ Gal. iii. 23, 
&c. Again : Whatfoennr a manjotrnth^ that Jhall he alfo 
reap : for he thatfonveth to his Jle/h, Jhall of the Jlejh reap 
perdition ; but he thatfonjMth to thefpirit^ Jkall ofthefpi": 
rit reap enter lafting life* Gal. vi. 7, 8. 

From thofe fcriptures it is evident, that doing good 
or bad works is like^<iv/ff^ good or bad feed ; and 
that going; to heaven or to hell, is like gathering what 
we Jiave iown. Now, as it is the madnbss of unbe- 
lievers to fow wickednefs, and to expert a crop of hap- 
pinefs and glory ; fo it is the wisdom of believers to 
few righteoufnefs, expe^ing to reap in due time if they 
faint not. Nor do we aft reafonably, if we do noty&xw 
more or lefs with an eye to reaping : for if reaping is 
quite out of the quefli|>n with proteitants, they may 
as wifely fow chaff on a fallow, as corn in a plowed 
field. Hence I conclude, that a believer may obey, 
and that, if he is Judicious^ he tvill obey looking both 
to Jeftts and to the rewards of obedience; and that 
the more he can fix the eye of his faith upon his ex^ 
ceeding great rewoard^ and his great recompence ofre- 
vjard, the more he will abound in the work of faith, 
the patience of hope, and the labour of love. 

(13) St. Paul's conduH with refpedt to rewards, was 
perfectly confident with his dodfrine, 1 have already 
obferved, he wrote to the Corinthians, that he so ran 

€Jn/ so/i?ug/itf as to obtain an inc^rruftiile crown ; and 
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U is well known, that in the Olympic games, to which 
he alludesy all ran ov fought with an eye to a piize, a 
reward, or a crown. But in his epiille to the Philip- 
pians, he goes Uiir farther ; for he reprefents his run? 
ning for a crown of life, his preffing after rewards of 
grace and glory, as the whole of his buiinefs. His 
words arc remarkable : This one thing I do : fo^gtt" 
ting tliofi things lahich an behind^ and reaching 
FORTH unto thofi things ^which are ^fore^ I press to-- 
'wards the mark^ for the prissb of the high calling ef 
God in Chrift Jefus. And when he had juft run his 
race out, he wrote to Timothy, / ha*ue finijhed m^ 
courfe : henceforth there is laid up for tne^ as for a con- 
queror, a cronun of right eoufnefsj <which tht Lord^ the 
righteous Judge Jhall gi<ve me at that day — the great 
day of retribution. As for St» John, when he was 
peifedled in love, we find him as ** merceoary" as St. 
Paul : for he writes to the «Ie6l Lady, and to her be- 
lieving children. Look toyour/el*vest that *we lose not 
^hofe things tvhich WE have wrought, hut that ave 
tecein/e a full reward. 

(14) When I read fuch icriptures, I wonder at thoftf, 
who are fo wrapt up in the pernicious notion, that we 
ought not to work f for a life of glory ; as to over- 
look 

•f- Truth is fo great that it fometimes prevails over thofe, that arc 
prgudiced againft it. I have obferved that Dr. Crifp himfelf, in aui 
4)appy motnent^ bc^re a moft ncbltf teftimony to undefiled religion. 
Take another inllance c^ it. In the volume of tht Rev, Mr, White- 
field*s fermons taken in ihort hand, and publifhed by Gumey, p. 119, 
that great preacher fays, *^ Firfi we niuft work for fpintual life, 
" afiertvards from it," — And p. 153, 1 54, he declares ; " There 
*' are numbers of poor, that are ready tft perifh j and if you drop 
<* fomething to them in love, God will take care to repay 5 oa when 
« you come to judgment,^ ^ I find but one fault with this do^rine. 
The firft of thole propofitions does not %\izt6 free grace (b well as Mr. 
Weiley*8 minutes do. We ihould always intimate, that there is no 
workingy^r a life of glory, or^or a more abundemt life of grace, \iMtfrwi 
an initial life of grace, freely given us in Chrift before any work- 
ing of our own. This I mention, not to prejudice the reider againft 
Mr. Whitefield, but to (how, that I am not io prejudiced, vtw iv«^vkx. 
of works, as not to fee when even a Ynaite£v5\^,\tv ^tv vivv^-ax^^ c».- 
pre/Son^ leans towards them to the difpita^tsTDttiX. o^ frtt ^▼ace* 
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look cvtn the £i;onun of life, with which God will re- 
ward thofe who are faithful unto death. And I am' 
aftoniihed at the remains of my own unbelief^ which 
prevent my being always raviftied with admiration at 
the thought of the rewards offered to lire my foul into 
feraphic obedience. An idle conntry-fellowy who runs 
at the wakes for a wretched prize, labours harder in 
his fportive race than, I fear, 1 do yet in fome of my 
prayers and fermons. A fportfman, ffyr the pitiful 
honour of coming in at the death of a fox, tolls more 
than moft profeiTors do in the purfuit of their corrupt- 
tions* How ought canfufio» tb cover our ^ces ! Let 
tiK>(e that reEne the gofpel, g\otj in their fhame : let 
each of them iay, " I thank thee, O God, that I am 
*< not like a Papi^, or like that Arminian, who Io<>ks 
** at the rewards which thou had promifed : I deny 
** myfeif, and take ep my crofs, without thinking of 
** the joy and rewards fet before me," &c. For my 
part, I deiire to humble myfelf before God, for hav- 
10^ fo long avrrloc4ced the exceeding great renvard^ and 
the croinjn of life, promifed to them that od«y hirti : and- 
my thoughts (hall be exprelled in fuch words at thefe : 

* Gracious Lord, if he that receiveth a prophet in the 

* name of a prophet ^ Jhall ha*ve a prophet* s re<ward : if 

* eur light affiiSlion, when it is patiently endured, njoork- 

* eth for us a far more exceeding and eternal ^weight of 

* glory : if thou haft faid, Do good and lend ^ hoping for 

* nothing again [from man,] and your retwara Jhall he 

* great t and ye ftiall be the children of the highejl : if 

* thou animated thofe, who are perfecuted lor righ- 
*• teoufnefs fake, by this promiflbry exhortation, Re^ 

* joice, and he exceeding glad^ for great is your reiuard 

* in heaven : Nay, if a cup of cold 'water only, given in 

* thy name, Jhall in no wise lofeits renvard; and if the 
' leall of thy rewards is a fmile of approbation ; let 
♦^ me be ready to go round the world, fliouldft thou 

* call me to it, that I may obtain fuch a recompence.' 

* Since thou haft fo clofely conneded holinefs and 
^ happioefs, my duty and thy favours ; Ut fto man be^ 

* guile me ^my rettsard in a voluntary humility ; nor 

fuflfcff 



( 13' ) 

fttiFer roc to be carried about ivith en/ery njoind 9f 
dodritte by the flight of men ^ and cunning craftinejs^ 
nuhetiby thty Hi in *wuit to deceimt. Aod nuhat/oe*ver 
nxf hand findith to doy be]p me to do it nvith all my 
might ; QOC only left I lo/e my renvard^ but alfo Jed I 
have not a full regard ; left I lofe a beam of the 
light of thy countenance, or a degree of that pecu- 
liar likeneis and near nefs to thee, with which choa 
wilt recompenfe thofe, who excel in virtue. So (hall 
I equally avoid the delufion of the phari/nu who 
expert heaven thro' their faithle/s works ; and the 
error of the antinomians. who hope to enter into thy 
glory without the paiTport of the worh of faith* 

* And now. Lord, if thy fervant ha« found favour 
in thy fijght« permit him to urge another requeft : 
fo far as thy wifdom, and the laws, by which thy 

free grace works upon/re^ agents, will permit ; in- 
cline the minds of papifts and proteftants to receive 
the truth aa it is in Jefus. Let not efpecially this 
plain teitimony borne to the many great fromi/ej 
which thoo haft made, and to the aftonifliing a e* 
WARDS which thou ofFereft them .that *worh righte- 
oufnefs, be rcjeifted by my Calvinift brethren. Keep 
them from lighting againit thy goodnefs, and def- 
piiing their own mercies, under pretence of fighting 
againft **Jrminian error jy*' and dcfpifing ** Pelagiatf 
Checks to the go/pel**' And make them fcniible, that 
it is abfurd, to decry in luord the Pope's pretenfions 
to infallibility^ if by an obftinate refufal to •* review 
the whole affair," and to weigh their fuppofed or> 
thodoxy in the balances of reafon and revelation, 
they in fad pretend to be infallible thcmfelres ; and 
thus, inftead of one catholic pontiff, fet up ten 
thoufand proteftant popes.' 

* Thou knoweft, Lord, that many of them love 
thee ; and that, tho' they difgrace thy gofpel by 
their dodrinal peculiarities, they adorn it by their 
godly converfation, O endue them with more love 
to their remonftrant brethren ! Give them and me 
that charity which behavcth not itfelfunfeemly$ which 

• rejoiceth 
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njoicith mi in a favourite error, hut rejoiceth in the 
trutlh even when it is advanced by our opponents. 
Thoa feeft, that if they decry true holinefs and good 
works as 'Mung and drofs," it is chiefly for fear tf:y 
glory (hould be obfcared by cur obeMence, Error 
transformed into an angel of light has deceived 
them and they think to do thee fervice by propa- 
gating the deception. O gracious God, pardon 
them this wrong. They ds it ignorantly in unbeliefs 
therefore feal not up their miftake with the feal of 
thy wrath : Let them yet kno^w the irutk, and let the 
truth enlarge their hearts, and mah them ^free from 
the notion, that thou art not loving to n^eryman dur- 
ing the (fay of falvation ; and that there is neither 
mercy nor Saviour for mod of their oeighbours^ 
even during the accepted time *^ 

' Above all. Lord, if they cannot defend their mif- 
takes, either by argument or by fcripture quoted 
according to the context, and the obvious tenour of 
thy facr»d oracles ; give them more 'wifdom^ than 
to expofe any longer the protellant religion, which 
they think to defend ; and mott fieiyt than to make 
the men of the world abhor thy gofpel, and blaf- 
pheme thy name, as free-thinkers are daily tempt- 
ed to do, when they fee, that thofe, who pretend 
to '* exalt thee'* moft, are of all protellants the moil 
' ready to difarm thy gofpel of its fan^tions ; to turn 
thy judicial fentences into frivolous defcriptions ; 
' to overlook the didlat«s of reafon, and good nature ; 
' and to make the prefs groan under illogical aiTer* 
tions, and perfonal abufe !' 

* Let thy fervant fpeak once more : Thou knoweH, 

* O Lord, that, thy power being my helper, I would 
' cbufe to die rather than wilfully to depreciate that 
' grace, thatyr^^ grace of thine, which has fo long 

* kept me out of hell, and daily gives me fweet fore* 
' tailes of heaven. And now. Lord, let not readers 
' of a pharifaic turn, miflake what I have advanced 

* in honour of the tworks of faith, and by that means 
' build themfelves up in their fclf-xighteous delufion. 
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* and deftruflive contempt of thy merits : Help them 

* to coniider,. that if our fworis are reiAjardabUt it is 

* becaufe thy fres grace makes them fo ; thy Father 

* having mercifully accepted oar perfons for thy fake, 

* thy holy fpirit having gently helped our infirmities, 

* .thy precious blood having fully atoned for our fins 

* and imperfe6lions» thy incefiant interceflion ilill 

* keeping the way to the throne of grace open for us, 

* and our poor performances. Suffier not one of the 

* fons of virtuous pride» into whofe hands thefe iheets 
'may fall, to forget that thou haft annexed the rc" 

* ivard of the inheritance to the ajpsmhlage of the *wor^f 

* of faith t or to patient continuance in nuell doings and 

* not to one or two fplendid luorks of hypocri/y^ done 
' ji»ft to ferve a worldly tiirn, or to bribe a diilurbed 
' clamorous confcience : And enable them fo to feel 
< the need of thy pardon for pad tranfgrefiionsy and of 
*■ thy potxjer for future obedience, that, as the chafed 
' hart panteth after the water- brooks, fo their awak- 
' ened fouls may long after Chrifl, in whom the pe- 

* nitent fi^nd inexhauftible fprings of righteoufnefs 
' and llrength ; and to whom, with thee, and thy 

* eternal Spirit, be for ever afcribed praife^ honour, 

* iLxid glory both in heaven and upon earth — piiais£, 

* for the wonders of general redemption, and for the 

* innumerable difplays of thy Free-grace unftained by 

* Frte-wrath — honour, for he^owing the gracious 

* reqjuard of an heavenly falvation upon all believers, 

* that make their eledlion fure hy patient continuance 

* in we/I'DOiNG — and glory lor inflidling the jujf 
^ punijhment of infernal damnation upon all that ne« 

* ^Icd fo great falvation, and to the end of the ac- 
'< cepted time dare thy vengeance by obiHnate conti^ 

* nuance in AX'^oi^Q* 

End of the Scriptural Essay, 
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APPENDIX. 

Jdadetey^ March II, 1774* 

YESTERDAY a friend lent me Mr. Baxter*a C§n^ 
feffion ofFttitht printed in London 1655. The 
third part of this valuable book extends thro' above 
140 large pa^es, and the title of that long fe^tion 
runs thus: Thg teftimony of reformed divines afcribing 
as much to works as I : and many of them delivering 
the fame doQrine* He produces an hundred witnefTes, 
fome of whom are colledlive bodies, fuch as the Af 
femhly- divines 9 the compilers of the Homilies of the 
Church' of England, and even the Synod of Dort* A^ 
]the antinopiian Spirit whiph flamed againft Baxter's 
works in the laft century, will probably fparkle 
againU the preceding EfTay, I beg leave to ihelter 
behind that great man, and a few of his numerous 
/quotations. I Qiall cite only Baxter's page, to which 
] refer thpife who defire to fee the original of his Latin 
quotations, together with (he books, chapters, and 
pages of the various authors. 

Page 322, he quotes th.e following words from 
Biihop Davenant« * As no maji receiveth that general 

* ju(li£ciition whicb di(chargeth frop the guilt of all 

* foregoinz fins, but on the coni:urrence of repent- 

* ance, faith, a purpofe of a new life, and other ac- 
' lions of the fame kind ^ fo no man fetaineth a flate 

* free from guilt in r^fpc£l pffollpnuingiiii^t but by 
f ipcans of the fame f^ions of believing in God, call- 
^ ing on God, mortifying the f!e(h, daily repenting 
^ and ibrrowing for fins daily committed. The rea- 
^ fon why ^\\ thefe ^e required on our part^ is this : 
'f Becanfe thefe cannot be ilill abfent, out their op- 
f poiites will be prefent, which are contrary to the 
:* i)jt>ir9 jf a jullificd ni^n. — As therefore to the 

« cppfervatioi^ 
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' conrervation of natara] life it is necefTarily requir- 

* edy that a man carefully avoid fire, water, precU 
' pices, poifons, and other things de^adtive to the 

* health of the body ; fo to the conferving of fpiritual 

* life, it is necefTarily required that a man avoid in- 

* credulity, impenitency, and other things that are 

* deftruflive and contrary to the falvation of fouls ; 

* which cannot be avoided unlefs the oppoiite and 

* contrary adions be exercifed. And thefe actions do 
' not conferve the life of grace properly and of them* 

* felves, by touching the very effe^ of confer vation ; 
' but improperly and by accident, by excluding and 

* removing the caufe of deftrudion/ 

Page 324, Baxter produces thefe words of the fame 
pious Bilhop, * We do therefore fight againf}, not the 
' bare name of met iff in a harmlefs fenfe frequently 
'. ufed of old by the fathers, but the proud and falie 

* opinion of merit of coiutignity^ brought lately by 

* the Papifts into the church of God.' 

And again, page 32$, ^ The works of the regene* 

* rate have an ordination to the rewards of this life 

* and that to come* i. Becaufe God hath freely pro- 

* mifed (according to the good pleafuie of his will) 

* the rewards of this life and that to come, to the 
*■ good works of the faithful and regenerate, 1 Tim. 

< ir. 8. Gal. vi. 8. Mat. xx. 8.' 

P^e 328 he quotes the following paflage from Dr, 
Twiis, * It lieth on all eleft to leek falvation, noc 

* only by faith, but by works alfo, in that without 

* doubt falvation is to be eiven by way of reward, 

< whereby God will reward not only oar faith, but 
' alfo all our good works.* 

Page 330 and 331 he quotes Melanfthon thus : 

* New obedience is necefifary by neceility of order of 

* the caufe and eiFedt, alfo by neceffi^ty of duty or 

* command, alfo by neceflity of retaining faith, and 

* avoiding punifhments temporal and eternal.' 

< Cordatus flirreth up againd me the city, and alfo 

* the neighbor countries, and alfo the court itfelf, 

* becaufe in explaining the couUo^ti^\^ ^^ VaJ^cv^^"*-- 
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* tion I faidy that new obedience was necefTary to 

* falvation.' 

Page 360, 361, he quotes thefe words of Zanchius : 
' Works are necefTary: i.To juflify our faith [coram 

* Deo J before God, to. 2. They are neceffary to the 

* obtaining eternal life, &c. 3. They are necefTary 

* to inherit juflification as causes, &c. 4. They are 
' profitable to conferve and increafe faith : alfo to 
' FROMERiT of God and obtain many good things 
' both fpiritual and corporal both in this life and in 

* another.' The words of Zanchius are, • Opera uiilia 

* funtf Sec, ad multa bona turn fpiritualia turn corpora^ 
' lia^ turn in hac 'vita turn in alia a Deo promerenda 

* et ohtinendaJ Zanch. Tom. 8, p. 787. loc : dejuft. 
ftdei. How much more tenderly did Mr. Wefley 
fpeak of merit than the orthodox, whom Mr. Toplady 
has lately rendered famous among us ! I hope, that if 
this gentleman ever opens his favourite book to the 
above>quoted page, he will drop his prejudices, and 
confefs, that his dear Zanchius himfelf nobly contends 
for the Wefleian ** herefy,^* 

Page 462, Baxter concludes his book by praying 
for thofe, who had mifreprefented him to the world, 
and obliged^ ^Im to fpend To much time in vindicate 
ing his oodlrine. I roofl heartily join him in the lafl 
paragraph of his prayer, in which I beg the reader 
would join us both. * The Lord illuminate and 

* fend forth fome me^enger, that may acquaint the 

* churches with that true, middle^ reconciling method of 

* theological *veritieSi luhich muji he the means of heal' 

* ing our di*uiJions. Let men be raifed of greater fuf- 

* ficiency for this work, and of fuch blefled accom- 

* pliihments as fhall be fit to cope with the power of 

* prejudice: and let the fury of blind contradidlion 

* be fo calmed, that Truth may have opportunicy 

* to do its work/ 

End of the Appendix to the Scriptural Essay. 
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A N 

ESSAY ON TRUTH, 

BEING A 

RATIONAL VINDICATIQN 

Of the Doftrinc of Salvation by Faith z 

W I T H A 

DEDICATORY EPISTLE 

To the Right Hon. the Coantcfs of Huntingdon. 

fyitbout Faith it is impojfibie to pleafe God, Heb, xi. 6. Wbatficver it 
not §f Faith is Jin, Rom. xiv. 13. Faith, if it hath not *worits, is 
dtad, being alone, (it is mere foliAdianiriD.) J<ures ii. jfj . Good works 
Jfring out nccejjarily cf a true and lively faith* XII. Art. In Cbrift 
yefus, S^c. nothing aiJaileth hut r a J t h, ivhich VfOnxZTH hy kn/e^ 
Gal. V. 6, He that believeth, and is baptixcd [baptifm, the firfl 
and capital nvorlt of evangelical obedience, being here mentioned 
for all other good works, which we engage to do when wc aro 
baptized] Jhall be faxed : but he that belie^cth net fhall be damned*. 
Mark. xvi« i6« 
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A DEDICATORY EPISTLE 

To the Right Hon. the Coantefs of Huntingdon. 
My Lady^ 

BECAUSE I think it my duty to defend the works 
of faith againil the triumphant errors of the So- 
lifidians, fome of yoar Ladyfhip's friends conclude, 
that I am an enemy to the dodlrine oi Jal*vaiion by 
faithf and their conclufion amounts to fuch excla- 
mations as thefe : How could a Lady, fo zealous for 
God's glory and the Redeemer's grace, commit the 
fuperintendency of a feminary of pious learning to a 
man, that oppofes Xht funJamentM dQ&,tiVLC or pro- 
teflantifm ! How couldf ibe put her fheep under the 
care of fuch a wolf in fheep's clothing ! This conclu- 
fion, my Lady, has grieved me for your fake ; and to 
remove the blot that it indirectly fixes upon you, as 
well as to balance my Scriptural EiTay on the reward* 
ablenefs of the works of faith, I publidi, and humbly 
dedicate to your Ladyihip, this laft piece of my Equal 
Check to pharifaifm and antinomianifm. May the 
kindnefs, which enabled you to bear for years with the 
coarfenefsof my miniftrations, incline you favourably 
to receive this little token of my unfeigned attach- 
ment to protellaniifm, and of my lailing refpedt for 
your Ladyihip 1 

Your averfion to all that looks like controverfy, 
can never make you think, that an Equal Check to the 
two grand delnitons, which have crept into the church, 
is needlefs in our days. I flatter myfelf therefore, 
that tho* yon may blame my performance^ you will 
approve of my dejign. And indeed what true chriflian 
can be abfolutely neuter in this controverfy ? If GW 
has a contro^verjy with all pharijees and antinomians^ 
have not all God's children a controverfy with pha- 
rifaifm and antinomianifm ? Have you not for one, my 
Lady ? Do you not check in private, what I attempt 
to check in public ? Does not the religious world 
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know that you abhor, attack, aad purfue pharifalfiiL 
in its moil artfol difguifes ? And have! not frequent- 
ly heard you expteis iu the flronged terms your de« 
teftation %A antinomianifm^ and lament the number of 
fleeping profefTors, whom that Delilah robs of their 
ftrengtn ? Nor would jou, I am pe.fuaded, my Lady, 
have countenanced the oppofition, which was made 
againft the minutes, if your commendable, tho' (as 
it appears to me) at that time too precipitate zeal 
againfl phari/ai/m^ had not prevented your feeing, 
that they contain the fcripture truths, which are 6tteil 
to Hop the rapid progrefs of antinomianifm. 

However, if you dill think, my Lady, that I mif- 
take with refpeA to the importance of thofe propoH* 
tions ; you know, I am not miflaken, when 1 declare 
before the world, that a poiverjul, pratlicaU aSiuallj- 
/wving faith, is the only faith, I ever heard your Lady- 
ship recommend, as worthy to be contended for. And 
fo long as you plead only for fuch a faith ; fo long as 
you abhor the winter-faith that faves the folifidians 
in their own conceit, while they commit adultery, 
murder, and inceil, if they chufe to carry antinomi- 
anifm to fuch a dreadful length ; fo long as you are 
afraid to maintain either diredly or indiredly, chat 
the e'videtice and comfort of juflifying faith may indeed 
be fufpended by (in ; but that the righuoufnefs of faith, 
and i\itjuftificationt which it inflrumentally procures, 
can never be lofl, no not by the moil enormous and 
complicated crimes ; whatever diveriity thw^re may be 
between your Ladyihip's fentiments and mine, it can 
never be fundamental. I preach falvation by a faith, 
that aiiually works by obedient love : and your Lady- 
(hip witnefies falvation by an /z^^W/^- operative faith: 
nor can I, to this day, fee any material difference 
between thofe phrafes ; for if I profefs a faith that is 
actually operative, I cannot with propriety End fault 
with a faith that a^ually operates : I cannot with de- 
cency facrifice its works to ** antinomian dotages." f 
Permit me alfo to obferve, that the grand q^m^^Lv^^'^ 
debated between my opponenu a.iv4 «k^, w^ uqxXjs&'V 

f The name which Flavcl gives to Dt, Ct\V^ moe!:v^XR»RXs.* 
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fear your Ladydiip apprehend^?] whether phartfaiC 
merit (hall eclipfe the Redeemer's worthinefs; or, 
whether the dodlrinc vf falvation by a Ifvely faith 
fhall be given up to mere moraliils : I no more plead 
either for the one or the other, than I do for placing 
the pretender upon the Britifh throne,* and for facri- 
ficing the great charter to arbitrary power. . No my 
Lady — What we contend about is: (r) Whether 
Chriil's /aiu is not perfe£tly confident with his l/ooi: 

(2) Whether we ai;e to fet him at nought as a Pro- 
phet, a KiNG> and a Judge; under pretence of 
exalting him as a Priest, an Advocate, and a 
Surety ef tAi better covenant , that threatens fallen 
believers with Si/orer puni/hment thaft that, which was 
inflidled upon the defpifers of the Mofaic covenant : 

(3) Whether the evangelical ijuofthine/sj which a true 
believer really derives froip Chrift, is not abfolutelf 
nece/Tary to falvation : (4) Whether fuch a worthine/r 
is not as confident with Chriit's original and para* 
mount merit, as the light, that fhines in your apart- 
ment, is confident with the original and tranfcendenc 
brightnefs of the fun : (5) Whether that faith is //o;- 
ingt whi'ch evidences itfelf by grofs immoralities % 
(6) Whether it is not rather the " ^^^j^^ faith" that 
St. James exclaims againft : And (7) Whether the 
foliiidians do not fet up the abominatron of defolation 
in the holy place^ when they dircftly or f indirectltt 
teach, that all believers may go any length in fin 
without loiing their heavenly thrones, or the divine 
favour : that a man can have the jufiifying, faving, 
operative faith, which your Ladyfhip pleads for, 
while he adds idolatry to incontinence,' murder to 
adultery, and curfes to the repeated denial of Jefus 
Chriil : that fallen believers, who have returned to 
their fins as a/o^w that is tuajhed, does to her twallcwing 
in the mire. Hand immaculate before God in a robe 
of imputed righteoufnefs, even while they turn God^s 

grace 

f Mr. H— U has done it iireBly in the fourth of the five letters 
which he has infcribed to zne^ and all die Solifidians do it indire^ljl 
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grace into la/d*vtoufne/s and commit all uncUanne/s nvitA 
grttdine/s : that they ihall ail infallibly fing in hea- 
veoy in confequence of their molt grievous falls on 
earth ; and that a kind of hypocritical^ lying free- 
grace is to be preached to all iinners, which necejfarily 
(huts up mod of them under the abfolute free- wrath 
of a God ever grace! efsy and ever roercilefs towards 
the majority ofmankind. 

N0W9 my Lady» as I am ptrfuaded that you do not 
admire fuch an immoral and narro%» gofpel ; as I be- 
lieve, that, if at any time it creeps into your chapels, 
it IS without your approbation, under the maOc of 
decency, and only by the means of the fpecious 
phrafes of free go/pel, eU flings ever lofting lo^ve^ Jinijked 
fulvatioH^ SLtid/yee, dijlinguijhing grace ^ which, accord- 
ing to the analogy ^^ the modilh faith, sweetly 
make way for the infeparable and bittbr doctrines 
oft cwefiiti gofyfl^ oi e^erietflimg hate^ refrotating ««• 
mtrd/khe/Si/imiflteel damnation , and /r##, dtftinguifltimg 
€wrmik ; and as I do yoar Lady (hip the juftice to ac- 
knowledge, that your moft earned deiire is to fupport 
what appears to you a free and holy gofpel at the ex- 
pence of your fortune, life, and chara£ker ; I beg, my 
Lady, you will alfo^tlo me the juftice to believe, that 
if I oppofe the folifidian-gofpel of the day, it is onlv 
becaufe it appears to me a confined and unholy gofpel, 
calculated to foder the antinomianifm of Laodicean 
believers, and to render Chriil's undeHled religion 
contemptible to the rational, and execrable to the 
MORAL world. If you grant me this requeft, I (hall 
only trouble you with one more, which is to believe, 
that, notwithilanding the part I have taken in the 
prefent controverfy, I remain with my former refpedb 
and devotednefs. 

My Ladyt 

l^our Lady/hip* s 

Mojl obliged and obedient 
Madelcy, March 12, Servant in the Go/pel, 

*774» J.FLETCHER. 
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ESSAY ON TRUTH, 6fi:. 



INTRODUCTION- 

EXCEEDINGLY foriy ihould I be, if the tcfti- 
mony which I have borne to the neceifity of good 
works, caufed any of my readers to do the worS of 
had works, that is, to negled belirving^ and to depend 
upon fojne of the external, faithlefs performances, 
which conceited pharifees call *' good works ;*' and by 
which they abfurdly think to make amends for their 
itns, to purchafe the Divine favour, to fet aiide 
God*8 mercy, and to fuperfede Chrift's atoniM blood. 
Therefore, left fome unwary fouls, going mm one- 
extreme to the other, (honld fo unfortunately^ avoid 
antittomianifmt as to run upon the rocks, which are 
rendered famous by the deftru£lion of the pharifees, I 
(hall wci MffTf vindicate. the fundamental, anti-pha* 
rifaic dodrine of /alvation iy faith : 1 fay ona mon, 
because I have already done it in my guarded fermon : 
and to the fcriptures, articles, and arguments pro- 
duced in that piece, I ihall now add rational, and yet 
fcriptural obfervations, which, together with appeals 
to matter of fadt, will, I hope, foften the prejudices of 
judicious moraliih againft the dodrine of f^ith, and 
reconcile coniiderate foliiidians to the do6irine of 
works. In order to this, I defign in general to prove, 
that true faith is the only plant, which can po^bly 
bear good works ; that it lofes its operative nature, 
and dies when it produces them not ; and that it as 
much furpaiTcs good works in importance, as the mo- 
tion of the heart does all other bodily motions. En- ' 
9uire we firil into the nature and ground of faving 
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Hfl 4If ^F T^ ^ ^ 

SECTION I. 

ji plain definition o/" Saving Faith, htv believing 
is the Gift of God^ and ^whether it is in our po^wer 
to btlieve* 

WHAT is faith ? It is helleving heartify.-^Whzt 
nfavifig faith ? I dare not fay, that it is *' be* 
lieving heartily, my fins are forgiven me for Chrift's 
fake ; " for, if I live in fin, that belief is a diftruiiivi 
conceit, and not y^a//»^ faith. Neither dare I fay, 
that '* faving faith is only a fure trail and confidence, 
that Chrift loved me, and gave himfelf for mc ; '* f 
for, if I did, I ihould damn almoft all mankind for 
4000 years, [See note 13, p. 43] Such definitions of 
iaving faith are* I fear, too narro<w to be jufi, and too 
unguarded to keep out folifidianifm.* A comparifon 
may convince my readers of it. If they dt^rt^ me to 
define man^ and I faid, '* Man is a rational animal, 
that lives in Prance in the year 1774 ;'* woald they 
not afk me, whether I fappofe, all the rational ani- 
mals, that lived on this fide' the £nglifh channel ia 
1773 were brutes f And if you defired to know what 
] mean by famng faith, and 1 replied : It is a fuper- 
natural belief, that ChriH has a^ually atoned for my 
fins upon the crofs ; would you not aik me, whether 
Abraham, the father of the faithful, who would have 
believed a lie if he had believed this, had only damn* 
ing faith ? 

To 

•\ When the church of England, and Mr.Weiley give us particular 
definitions of faith, it is plain, that they coofider k according to the 
cbriftian difpenfation \ the privUedges of which muft be prihcipally 
infifled upon among chriftians \ and that our church and Mr. Wefley 
guard faith againft antinomianirm, is evidetvt ftotn ^!bi<»x xcvT&TCcicn&xi^^ 
as well as St. Paul, that by \wA wwVi^.vJt \Qfc -^ ^jwA Wi^Vsi«»sx.-» 
And mahJhipnrKk of the faitb% 
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To avoid therefore fuch miftakes ; to contradidl no 
fcriptures ; to put no black mark of damnation 
upon any man^ that in any nation fears God and 
uorks righteoufnefs ; to leave no room for folifidia- 
nifm ; and to prefent the reader with a definition of 
faith adequate to the rverlafling go/pd, I would chufe 
to fay, that *' juflifying or faving faith is belienjing the 
faving truth nuith the heart ur.to internal, and [as we 
have opportunity] unto external righteoufnefs^ accord- 
ing to our light and difpenfation/' To St. Paal's 
words, Rom. x. lo, I add the epithets /ff/#n7^ and 
externaU in order to exclude, according to i John iii. 
7, 8, the filthy imputation, nnder which fallen be* 
lievers may, if we credit the antinomians, commit in- 
ternal and external adultery, mental and bodily mur- 
der, without the leaft reafonable fear of endanminjg 
their faith, their intereft in God's favour, and their 
inamiffible title to a throne of glory. 

But, '* How is Faith the gift of God ?" — Some per- 
Tons think, that Faith is as much out vf our power, 
as the lightening chat (hoots from a diftant cloqd : 
they fuppofe, that God drives finners to the fountain 
of Chrijd's blood, as irrefiftibly as the infernal Legion 
drove the herd of fwine into the fea of Galilee ; and 
that a man is as pailive in the firll a£i of faith, as 
Jonah was in the adt of the fiOi, which call him upon 
the (hore. Hence, the abfurd plea of many, who lay 
fait hold on the horns of the Devil's altar, unbelief, 
and cry out, '* We can no more believe, than we can 
make a world." 

1 call this an abfurd plea for feveral reafons : ( 1 ) It 
fuppofes, that when God commands all men every inhere 
to repent i and to believe the gofpel^ he commands them 
to do what is as impofiible to them as the making of 
a new world. — (2) It fuppofes, that the terms of the 
covenant of grace are much harder than the terms of 
the covenant of woorks. For the old covenant required 
only perfed human obedience : but the new covenant 
requires oi us the work of an almighty God, i. e. be^ 
/df'ving i a work this, which upon ibe fcheme I oppofe. 
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is as impofilble to us as the creation of a world, in 
which we can never have an hand. — (3) It fuppofes, 
that the promifc; of falvation being fufpended upon 
believing^ a thing as impradicable to us as the snak- 
ing of a new world, we mall as infallibly be damned* 
if God does not believe in» or for irs, as we fhould 
be, if we were to make a world on pain of damnai- 
tion, and God would not make it in our pIace.*T'(4) 
It fuppofes, that believing is a work, which belongs 
to God alone : for no man in his fenfes can doubt buc 
cnatittg a nvorld, or its tantamount, helievingj is 9 
work which none but God can manage. — (5) It fup- 
pofes, that [if he, who belie^uh not the divtne record p 
makes God a liar^ and /hall i^!dm^u4\ whenever un- 
believers are called upon to liieliqfMe^ and Qod'rffufes 
them the power to do it, he ai much forces them to 
make him a liar and to be damned, as the king would 
force me to give him the lie and to be hanged, if he 
put me in circumitances, where I could have no 
chance of avoiding that crime and puniihment, but 
by fubmitting to the alternative of creating a world. 

— (6) It fuppofes, that when Chrifl mar'veled at the 
unbelief of the Jews, he (hewed as little wifdom as I 
ihould, were I to marvel at a man for not creating 
three worlds as quickly as a believer can fay the three 
creeds. — (7) That when Chrilt reproved his difciples 
lor their unbelief, he adled more unreafonably, thaa 
if he had rebuked them for not adding a new ftar to 
every conilellation in heaven. — (8) That to exhort 
people to conHnue in the faith^ is to exhort them to 
fomeching as difficult, as to continue creating worlds. 

— And laltly, that when Chrifl fixes our damnation 
upon unbelief [ fee Mark xvi« 16, and John iii. 18. J 
he afts far more tyrannically than the king would do, 
if he ifTued out a proclamation informing all his fub- 
jedis, that whofoever fhall not by fuch a time raife a 
new ifland within the Britifh feas, ftiall be infallibly 
put to the mofl painful and lingering death. 

Having thus expofed the erroneous fenfe, in which 
fome people fuppofe, t\\2ii faith /j the gift of Qr^d \\. 
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tec leave to mention in what fcnfe it appears to me 
to DC fo. Belie'ving is the gift oi GotPs gract^ as cut- 
tivattng the root ota rare flower given you, or raifing 
a crop of corn in yonr field, is the gift o^God*s provi^ 
dence.'^Btlien)ing is the gift of the God e/cK ace t as 
ifreathing^ moving^ and eatings are the gifts of the G^^/ 
r/* NATURE. He gives me lungs and air, that I may 
breathe ; he gives me life and mufcles, that I may 
move ; he bextows ppon me food and a month, that 
I may cat ; jind when J have no ftomach, he gives me 
common fcnfe to fee, 'I muft die or force myiclf to 
take fome nourifliment or fome medicine : but he 
Dcithcr hnatiiest fno*veSi not eats for me ; -nay, when i 
think proper, I can accelerate my breathing, motion, 
and eating : and if I pleafe I may even/iz/f, Ue do^n^ 
or hang mj/elft and by that means put an end to my 
eatings mo'ving and tretuhing. — Again, Faith is the 
gift of God to a believer, as the prince of Wales is 
the gift of God to the queen : She bore him herfelf 
i)y the bleflln? of God upon htrfree marriage witb 
the king, an4 by the wonders ofprovidence, which 
capacitated her freely to become a royal mother.-^ 
Once more, Faith is the gift of God to believers as 
Jight is to yon. The Parent of good freely gives you 
the light of the fun, and organs proper to receive it : 
he places you in a world, where that Jight vifits you 
daily : he apprizes you, that fight is conducive to your 
fafety, picafure, and profit : and every thing around 
you bids you ufe your eyes and fee : neverthelefs you 
may not only drop your curtains, and extinguifli yoor 
candle, but clofe your eyes alfo. This is exadly the 
cafe with regard to Faith. Free grace removes (in 
part) the total bliadnefs which Adam's fall brought 
upon us : Free grace gently fends us fome beams of 
truth, whiph is the light oi the fun of righteoufnefs\, 
it difpofcs tlie eyes of our underitanding to fee 
thofe beams ; it .excites us various^ ways to welcome 
ihem ; it blelTes us with many, perhaps with all the 
ineans of faith, fuch as opportunities to hear, read, 
fnguirc; and power to confider, aiTent, confent, re- 
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foive and. re-re(blve to believe the (ruth. But, after 
ally believing is as much our own ad as feeif^ : We 
may in general do, fufpend, or omit the a<3 of faich ; 
efpecially when that a£^ is not yet become hahitualt 
and when the glaring light, that fimetimes accompa- 
nies the revelation oF the truth, is abated. Nay^ we 
nay imitate Pharaoh, Judas, and ail reprobates : we 
may do by the eye of our faith, nhat fome report, 
Democritos did by his bodily eyes. Being tired. of 
feeing the follies of mankind, to rid himfelf of that 
difagreeabie fight he put his eye^ out : We may be fo 
averie from thi lights nuhich etdighiem every man that 
e9mei intM tht loorld, we ma)f fo dread it becaale our 
works are evil, as to exemplify, like the pharifees, 
fucb awfal declarattoas as thele : Tkiir ejtr have they 
sUfedi lefi tity fiitmU fit^ &C« — ivherefurs God govt- 
them up i9 a r^br^aie miudg and they 'were hlhtdtJ, 

Wiiea St. Faal iays, that chtiSdwas helUve atcerd* 
Mgr /# the 'merkimg rf GmTt eighty fev/erp 'which he 
*tmwmgii im Chrtfi, wem he raifod him frem the dead; 
ht cliicfly allades to the rcfurrcdioD of Chrift, and 
the OBt-poQiing of the Holy Ghoft ; the firmer of 
their wonders being the great objed of the ehriflian 
faith, and the latter difptaying the g^eat priviiedge 
of the chrijitan difpenfation. To fuppofe therefore, 
that no body favingly believes, who does not believe 
according to an a3ual, overwhelming difplay of God's 
almighty power, is as unfcriptural as to maintain, 
that God's people no longer believe, than he adlaally 
repeats the wonders of £ailer-day, and of the day of 
Pentecoft. U it not clear, tha( the apollle had no , 
fuch notions,, when he wrote to the Corinthians ? / 
declare unto you the go/pel f ivhick I preached unto you, 
'which you have received, 'wherein ye Jiand ', hy ivhich 
a/Jo ye are/aved, if ye keep in memory^^( if ye hold f aft, 
as the original means) vohat I preached unto you, unle/i 
ye have bblievbI^ in vain. For t declared unto you, 
&Q, that Chrift died for our fins, that he vjas buried, • 
and that he rofe again according to the fcriptures, &c. 
Jh vje preach, andfoye btlievtd^ K^^xti^V^^ ^\iv\x\^ 
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She account, that our Lord and his forerunner give 
us of faith and unbelief! Ferily nut /peak that ive do 
knonvt tf«^ ^^fi'/y '^^^ '^^ ha^vi/een, and ye rtcetvi not 
9ur *witnefs — What he (Chriftj hathjeen and heard , that 
h$ teftifieth^ and no man (comparatively) recei'veth his 
tefiimony : hut he that hath rrceived his teftimony^ hath 
Jet to his feal that God is true. This is as intelligible 
as the following lines of the 22d hymn in the K«v. 
Mr. Madan's colledion : 

Ye need not onb be l^ft behind » 
For God hath bidden all mankind. 
Do not begin to make excu/e : 
Ah I do not ye his grace refy/if Sec. 
Ye who helieve his record true* 
Shall fup with him and he with yon ; 
*Come to the feaft* be fav'd from (in. 
For Jefus 'waits to take you in* 
^hi$ is the time, no more delay. 
This is the glorious gofpel-day ; 
Come in this moment at his call. 
And live for him who died for all. 

Two things have chiefly given room to ourmif- 
takes, refpedling tYicftrange impojjibility of believing : 
T\it firft is our confounding the truths, which cha« 
radlerizc the feveral gofpel-difpenfations. We fee, 
for example, that a poor befotted drunkard, an over^ 
reaching greedy tradefman, a rich fceptical epicure, 
and a proud ambitious courtier, have no more talle 
for the go/pel of Chriftj than a horfe and a mule have 
for the high-feafoned difhes that crown a royal table. 
An immenfe guiph is fixed between them, and the 
chriftian faith. In their prefent (late they can no more 
believe in Chriftj than an unborn infant can become 
a man without palling thro' infancy and^outh. But, 
altho' they cannot yet believe in Chriftj may they not 
believe in God according to the import of our Lord's 
words. Ye belie*ve in God, believe aljo in me ? If the 
//tar//ees cotld not believe ik Christ, it was not 
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iMXMile God never gave them a power equal to that 
which created the world-; but, becaufe they were 
pradical atheifb, who adloallf rejefled tke mvmng 
light ofthtjtwifli dirpenrattoQ, and by that means ab- 
(qlately unfitted themfehres for tht^ ifuridiam Ught of the 
<hriftian difpenfatioo. This is evident from our Lord's 
own words : / knftw yim^th^it yt kavi not tht lovi 9/09^9 
or a regard for God inj^u. I c$mi im my Father* s mamif 
and y4 rfcnn)t mi noft tbo' yo« might do it ; for, ^ 
another Jhall C9me in his o-wn name^ himye tnill nciive. 
Hoiv can yb believi, *who recri'Vi htnour 9ne 9fan9* 
ihirf &c* Then is 9ne that accu/eth yon t roen Mo/es^ in 
'whom ye trufi, For^ had ye hlieved M o s e s , and fa b* 
mitted to his difpendfatioiiyji^ nuould have belie*ved uz^ 
and fubmitted to iny gofpel. But if y 9 believe not his 
•WRITINGS, howJhaSyt helifve \i\ words ? 

The Jeeomf caufe of our midalee about the impoffi* 
biiity of helieifing nonv^ is the confounding of faith 
with its fruits and rewards.; which naturally leads us 
•to think, that we cannot believe, or that our faith is 
vain, till^hofe rewards and fruits appear. £ut is not 
this being ingenious to make the word of things ? 
Had Abraham oo faith in God's promife, till liaac 
was born ? Was Sarah a damnable unbeliever, till (he 
-felt the long-expedked fruit of her womb (lir there i' 
Had the woman of Canaan no faith, till our Lord 
granted her reqaeft, and cried out, O nveman great is 
thy /aitkf let it hi done unto thee ewen as thou *wilt f 
Was the centurion an infidel, till Chrift marveled at 
his faith t and declared, he. had not found fuch faith no 
not in Ifraelf Was Peter faithlefs, till his malter faid, 
BUffed art thou Simon bar Jonah f 8cc. Did the weep- 
ing penitent begin to believe only when Chrift faid 
to her. Go in peace, thy faith hathfavedtheef And had 
the apoltles no faith in the promife 9f the. Father, till 
their heads were s^ally crowned with celeilial fire ? 
t>hou]d we not diftinguilh betwten ov^ fealing^e 
truth of our difpenfattin with the feal of our faith, ac- 
cording to our prefent light and ability ; aad (^^.^Me^.t^ 

QoD*8/eaIing the truth tf ^ufCfBLith Vv\)^ >^^ ^^^X tiSL Vu\ 

J- ' ^^^t 
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tf this truth, wilt make w&y for their receiiriirg^' the 
higher truths, that ftainl between them and the top of 
the oyfterious ladder of truth. I grant, it is impoffi* 
ble they (hould leap at once to the middle, much lefs 
to the higheft round of that ladder ; but if the foot 
of it is upon earth, in the very nature of things, the 
lowell (lep is within their reach, and by laying bold of 
it, they may go on from /ait h to faith, till they ftand 
firm even in the chriftitui faith ; if dilUnguiflrfng grace 
ha) defied them to hear the chriftian goQ)el. The mod 
iiidden converfions imply this gradual tranfition. As 
in the. very nature of things, when the J^irit of the Lord 
caught a'Ofaj Philip from the Eunuch, and tranfported 
him to Azotus, he made Philip's body rapidly meafure 
all the diftance between the wildernefs of Gaza and 
Azotus : (o^ ivhen he helped the Philippian jailor 
from the gates of hell to the gates of heaven in one 
night, he made him rapidly pafs thro' the fear of 
God, the dread of his jufHce, and the pangs of peni- 
tential deiires after falvation, before he entepe^.into 
the joyous reft, that remains for thofe that heartily 
believe in Chrift. Nor is this •quick, tbo' gradual, 
■tranfition from midnight darknefs to noOn-day light, 
an unintelligible myi!itry\ iince we are witnefTes of a 
fimilar event tytty revolving day. The vegetable and 
■the animal world help us likewife to underftaod the na- 
.ture of fudden converfions. Every philofopher knows, 
that a mufliroom pafles thro' almoll as many dages of 
the vegetative life in fix hours, as an oak does in two 
hundred: and thofe animalcula that frilk into life in 
vhe morning of a furomer's day, propagate their fpe- 
cies at noon, are old at four o'clock, and dead at fix, 
meafure the length of animal life as really, as Methn- 
itlah did in his millenniam. 
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SECTION II. 

Saving Truth is the ohjtQ of faving Faith : What 
Truth //, and what great things are Jpoken of it 
and of the Word. Our fal'vation turns upon it. 

IT appears by the preceding feftion, that fdving 
Truth is the ground and objeft oifa*ving Faith : 
but, " What is Truth ? "—This is the awful qacf- 
tion, that Pilate once afked of him,, who was bed able 
to anfwer it. But alas ! Pilate was fo hurried by the 
lying fear of man, that he did not ftay for an anf\^er. 
May I venture to give one. — Truth' is fpiritual 
fuhfiance\ and a Lib, fpiritual fltadow. Truth is 
fpiiitoal lights and a Lie, fpiritual i/aris^. Truth 
is the root of all virtue^ and a Lib is the root of all 
'vice. .TjiuTH is the celei^ial tindure, that makes 
fpirits good ; and a Lie, ithe infernal tindlure, that 
makes them evil. A Las is as nearly related to the 
Devil, as infe6lion to orie.that has the plague, or 
opacity to the earth : and Truth is as nearly related 
to God, as fragrancy to burning incenfe, and light to 
the unclouded fun. 

According to this definition ofTRUTHandERROR, 
may we not give plain and fcriptural anfwers to fome 
of the deepen auettions in the world ? — What is God i 
The reverfe ox the prime of darknefs^ and oH\it father 
of lies : He is the father of lights^ and the God 0/ Truth : 
He // Lights and in him is no darknefs at all. — What is 
Chrift ? He is the brightnefs of his Father* s glory ; a 
light ; a great light to them that diuell in the /hado<w of 
death. He is the Truth; the true Witnefs \ the 
Truth itself; Emmanuel^ God ivith us t full of grace 
and Truth.-. What is the Holy Ghoft ? The Spirit of 
Truth : Yea, fays St. John, The Spirit is Truth, 
and leads into «// Truth. — What is t.l\^ D^n'\S.>. "TKt 
spirit e/'EEROR, the muUuvxdc o? i-^iti^ ^^VrUi ^\n^ 
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she cGvenantt nvJifreuuhh they \4V.^^ fanSiified^ an unholy 
thing. — What are perfect men in Chrill ? Men that 
zic eftablijhtd in the pre/entTKvm/u e. in theTavTH 
revealed under the chriftian difpenfation, and that can 
do nothing againjl the Truth, but for the Trvth, 

If all turns thus upon Tuuth, and if Truth is 
at once -fpiritual light, and the objed of Uviag faith i 
it follows ; ^i) That to *walh in the Truth, to wali 
in the Light, and to waiA i^ Faith, arc phrafes of 
the fame import : (2) That to be converted is to 
be turned from darknefs to L4G«t, that is, from the 
praftical belief of a lie to the practical belief of the 
Truth ; or, as St. Paul cxpreffes it, from the potver 
of Satan unto God : And (3) That the chief bufinefs 
of the Tempter, is to take the nvord of truth out of our 
heart J, left nve fliould believe and befaind: or, in other 
terms, to blind our minds ^ left the light of 4he glorious 
gofpel of Chrift ftiould fliine unto us. 

If Jefns Chrift is the Truths the Light, tfec Lifet and 
the Word, that ivas in the beginning *wilh God^ and 
nvas God ; the word, -by *which all things tvere made, 
and are prefervcd— If he is the Light, tnat fliineth in 
darknefs, even when the darknefs comprehendath it not'--- 
i£ he is the true Light, luhich lighteth every man, that% 
cometh into the 'world, while the day of falvation lails 
— If he is the archetype, the eternal, living pattern 
of all faving Truth — If he is the eiTential, almighty 
Word, from whom revealed Truth, aad^the fFord of 
our falvation flow as conftantly,.as light and heat from 
the fun : do we not ilight him, and defpife eternal 
life; when we flight the Truth, and defpife the 
Word f And may not the great things fpoken of the 
Word, confirm what has been faid of the Truth, and 
help us to anfwer the queftions already propofed in a 
manner equally fcriptural and concluflve ? 

Not forgetting that there is fuch a thing as the 

Word nigh, the Word behind us, the ftill fmall voice, 

and the voord of that grace, which has appeared unto 

all men, teaching them to deny vsorldly lufts, and to /t<u« 

fobirly, Sec. I afk : What txt t^^T\«iVi"&a "t \^vsi> Vt^^ 

btftT 
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hear ncord of the Word of God^ and hear tviinefs cj 
t/ie LIGHT, that all men may helieve : SotverSf thaty^<La 
ihev/OKi> of the kingdom ; holding J orth M^ word of life, 
— What is the Devil ? An enemy ^ who foius the tares 
of error in the' night of ignorance, wahile menfleep in 
carnal fecurity. — What are falfe Apoftles f Men, that 
corrupt the word of God, that handle the Word of God 
deceitfully, and preach another gofpel i «whofe words eat 
as does a canker — What are Believers ? People, that 
hear the Word of God and keep it ; that are begotten of 
God hy the Word of Truth ; that are horn again hy the 
Word ofGod\ that hear the sayings ofChrift, and 
do them ; in ^whofe hearts the Word of Chrift dmoells 
richly ; who recei'ue it not as the nvord of men, hut as it 
is in truth, the Wo kd of God, avhich *worketh effeHually 
in them^ that helieve it : They are perfons, that recei'ue 
ivith meeknefs the engrafted Word, nuhich is ahle to 
fa*ve their fouls ', that have tafted the good \yoRb of 
God; that defire thefncere milk of the Wokd, that they 
may groiv therehy ; \kiZX. gladly receive the Word ; have 
God*s Word abiding in them; are made clean thro* 
the Word, njohich Chrift fpeaks, by his minifters, his 
fcriptures, his fpirit, his works, or his rod ; and in 
luhom the feed £^ that word products thirty fold, fixty 
fold, or an hundredfold, according to their light, faith- 
fulnefs, and opportunity. 

Again, What arc Unbelievers ? Antinomian hypo- 
crites, that hear the sayings of Chrift, and do them 
not \ ox pharifaic defpifers, that ftumhle a( the Word, 
fpeak againft thofe things, 'which are fpoken hy God's 
melTengers ; cont radioing and hlafpheming ; and who^ 
hy putting the Word of God from them, judge themfelves 
un*worthy of eterne^f life. — What are Martyrs ? JVit- 
neffes of the trxxth^flainfor the WoR d of God, — And 
wnat are Apoilates ? Believers, in whom the Word is 
choaked hy the cares of this fworld, or the deceit fulnefs of 
riches ; who fall atuay nvhen perjecntion ar^feth becaitfe 
of the Word ; by reafon ofvjhom the tuay of Tr vi h 
is evil fpoken of; and in whom the feed of the Word 
^f comet A unfrmtfuL'^^\\xi all turns ftill upon Truth 
and the Word of God. 
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SECTION III. 

That according to rtafim and /criptur$t /Atfr# h afceoiitgt 
almighty pvwer i«TsuTH»aiN//i6#Wo'RD of God, 

SH O U L D the reader aik liere^ \kCN9 tt is jpoffible, 
the Word and the Triyth fiioald be (o nearly 
related to oar Saviour, that to receive them is to re* 
ceive Him» and to rejeft them is to rejedt Him» and 
his falvation : I anfwer, that* in the iotrituaU as well 
as in the political and mercantile world, it is impoffi- 
ble to do boiinefs without fome fi^s to convey oat 
thoaghts and reflations. Hence che ofe of letters^ 
notes, bonds and -charters ; of Tevelationst traditions^ 
fcriptoresy-and facrameats. Now an honeil-man's ^word 
is flvrgood as his hond or pUdgt^ and as true as bis 
heart ; his ^»card or bond being nothing but his mind 
or determination » fairly conveyed to others by the 
means of his tongue^ or of his /land. Therefore, in the 
very nature of things, to receive the PTord of Chri&f is 
to receive Ckrifi^ who dvaells in our hoarts by faith; 
whom believers knovit novi} After, tin flifli no more ; who 
commiflk)aed his favourite apoftle to fay. He that 
abideth in the DOCTaiHE ofChifiy hath both the Fa- 
ther and the Son ; and who perfonally declares. My 
fMother aitd my br ethers ewe theft ^ that hear Mf word of 
God^ oiid keep it. 

As the legifl^ive power has appointed, that pare 
gold duly ftamped, and bank-hotes properly drawn 
up, fball replant the value, and procure the pofTef-* 
fion c!f aU the neceiTanes and conveniencies of life, 
which can be bought with money : So our heavenly 
Lawgiver has fixed, that the Word of Truth {i^zW an- 
(wer in his fpiritual kingdom, the end oi gold and let' 
ten of exchange ktk the kingdoms of this world : And 
this i^WilM^X ffii^fxAn IFord iritii^ tfie u\UT1vwk^^\w^ 
offers to all tl^t are fflof and^bli-nds atidiiaVtd> xWt \V«3 
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way hi rich in faith. " / coun/el thei to buy 0/ me gdU 
,tried i« the fire, that thou moyfi he rich.** 

Again : aji a nuill conveys an immenfc fortune ; and 
a iieath- warrant t a capital pttnifliment : fo does the 
Tf^onl of God convey the unjearchahle riches of Chrifl 
to obedient believers, and the dreadful punifhihents of 
the damned to obAinate onbelievers. I readily grant 
that a haak-note is not gold^ that a 'will is not «« 
(Jlale^ and that a death^nvarrant is not the galUw/ ; 
neverchelefs, fo Arongis the connexion between thofe 
feemingly infignificant^si, and the inportant things, 
svhich they fignify ; that none but fools will throw 
away their bank-notes, or the wills of their friends, 
as wafte-paper ; none but mad men will (port with 
their d^ath-warrant as with a play-bill. Now if the 
ivriltea mjard of men (who, thro' forgetfnlnefs, fickle* 
nefs, impotence, or unfaithful nefs. often break their 
engagements] can i\everthelefs have fuch force as 
ivi/Isp hani'fifites, and death'nvarra/tts ; how exce^ely 
fooUhardy are iinnersy that difregard the Word of the 
King of kings, fwha cannot lie / the proclamations of 
the God of Truth f ^with ^whom no word is impoffihle ! 
the promifes and threatnings, the will and teflament 
pi th« Altnighty, who fays, Heaven and earth fliall pafs 
fiway^ hut My viOfiXi Jhall not pafs aiuety ! 

Onc^ more : Altho' no man Anows tie Father im- 
mediately hut the Son, yet the Father may be medi« 
ately known by his IForkst his Pf^ord, and his Son, 
jKor, [leaving room for the liberty of moral agents and 
//y/> woiks] God's TForks are always as \k\s H^ord : 
lieoce jwe /cad, Goff>^lti% l^et there be light y and there 
WAS light : purffid hf th$ grpujid for man^s fake, and 
ihe grogp.d was curfed : fgrhf s^akb, and it nvas 

pone; hi jCOMMAND^D^ Uftd if $TOOD FAST. As 

God's Works are the exprefs image of his fTord ottered 
*vithout — of his ouf 'going Word ^if I may fp fpeak :) fo 
his put-going Word i? tne exprefs image of his imma- 
fient, e£ential Word, which is his eternal mind, and 
.which' the fcriptures call indilFerently the Word, the 
/fyMm, fAe Son of God, or iht tTcfrefi image of his Fa* 
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thirds glory. Hence it appears, that as the eiTential 
Word, Chrift, is one with the Father ;fo the word of 
faving Truth is ooe with the Son : and that David, 
Solomon and St. Paul fpoke noble truths when they 
faid : ff^htffi di/pi/eth tht woKDjhafl b$ defirojed— By 
tht WORD of thy lips I kanfe kipf me jrom tht *ways of 
the deftroyer* — The lanvt or word of the Lord is an ua- 
defiled word : // is fur e andgiueth nmifdom to thtfimple : 
it is right and rejoiceth the hearty it is pure and gi'vttk 
light : it is trui and righteous altogether ; more to be de- 
fired tRfLH gnld^ yea^ than. much fine gold '^ — better to me 
than thoufands of gold andftlver ; — fijJeeter alfo than 
honey 9 and the honey eomb :^^It is a lamp unto my feet\ 
and a light unto mf path I'-^hy it is thyfervant taught^ 
and made *wife to fal'VOfiont thro* faith on bis part ; and 
in beeping of it there is great regard, even the re*wardof 
the inheritance, a kingdom of grace here, and a king- 
dom of glory hereafter. 

Vac let our Lord himfelf be heard, and he will join 
/timje^in myfiic trinity to the ff^ord^ and to the Trath 
of God. He promffcaoafly ufes the expreflions Truth 
MtidfFordi which make the burden of the lall fedlion. 
When he recommends his dlfciples to His Father, he 
fays, dandify then^ thro* thy Truth, thy Word // 
Truth : Hence it appears, that the Truth and the 
WordtLxt terms of the fame import ; that the Word of 
Truth is a fan£lifying emanation from God, and the 
ordinar)r vdiicle of the divine power ; and that our 
Lord uttered' a rational mT^ery when lie faid>-^ tUat 
receitseth you [the witnefies aintf Truth, and the fow- 
ers of MT word] recei'veth nte ; and he thaf reeeivetH' 
me, rtcevveth him thatfent me. But, Whofofver fiialt be 
afluunedofMZ, andofur words, of him fltall the Son 
of man be afltasned, nsshen he comet n in the glory of his 
Father.-^And imperfect believers he encoaraged thus : 
If ye continue in my Word, ice. ye fliall knouu the 
Truth, and the Tkvth fliall make hou free, ike. If 
the Son fliall make you free^ ye fliall be free indeed. — 
fonportant fcriptiires thefe, which (how the connexion of 
the Truth wirh the Son of God.\'&\tKt^lwv^>»^^^'» 
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vtfhlch St. Paul fums up in the followiog words 1 Saj 
net in thj hearty Who Jhall afctnd into hiovtn ? (that is 
ro Iring Christ donuufrom abo've) Or^ Who Jhall 4>- 
fcead into the dtif f (that is to bring up CHaiST again 
feofn the dead.) But ^what faith the right conjnefs fiukich 
is of faith ? The word is nigh thee, en/en in thj snouth^ 
and in thy heart : that isp the word of Truth, Mr word 
of faith f *which <we preach. 

Nor is this dodrine of the apoflle contrary to what 
he fays on another occafion : The kingdom of God is not 
in WORD, but in pow£R, 1. e. true religion does not 
conlift in fine talkin|r, but in powerful Delieviog and 
holy iivin£ : For what is more powerful than Truth P 
*• Vr»M IS great, and will prevail: " Truth is the 
ftrcngeft thing in the world : It overturns the thrones 
of tyrants, and fupports God's evertalUng throne. > 

Again > the word of man brings firange things to 
pafs. J.et but a general fpeak, and an army of Ruf* 
lUns marches up thro' clouds of fmoke, Hames of^re, 
and volleys of iron balls» tp form heaps of dead or 
iiying bodies before the entrenchments of the Turks. 
4n aifnural gives the luord of command, it may be 
or.Iy by hoiiling a flag ; and a fleet is under fail \ ar- 
lilicial clouds and thunders are formed over the Tea j 
the billows feem to be mingled with fire ; and the 
king of terrors flies from deck to deck in his mpH: 
dreadful and bloody forms. 

If fuch.is,the power of the wtiord of a m^n^ who is 
but a worm ; 1k»v almighty mujl be the iMrd oiGodi 
^—By t/te WORD 0/ the Lord dvtre the heaveas suade, faith 
David : The niorlds nuere framed iy the word of God , 
adds St. Paul, and he iipholdelk all things by the word 
<cf his pcwer. That word, no ic£Cessary agents can 
refill. It rolls the planets with as much eafe as hur- 
ricanes whirl the dull. If freb agents can refill his 
>woRD of COMMAND, it is.only becaufe he permits it 
for their trial. But, woe toihem that refill it to the 
end of their day of probation : For they (hall feel 
che RESISTLESS force of his word ^/^funishment : 
** D^art J^nm me, jc curfed, into tmerlafting fire.^' 

And 
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And who is the God that^all break the adamantine* 
Infernal chains, which that dreadfal word will rivet 
npon them f 

We read in the gofj^eU that our Lord mar*villed zt 
the centarion^'s faith, as greater faith than he had foand' 
in Ifrael. Bat wherein ctnfifted the pecaliaf great- 
nefs of that man's faith ? Is it not evident from the 
context, that it was in the noble and lively apprehen- 
sion, which he had of the force and energy of Chrill's 
word ? Lord, faid he, I am a man umdtr the autlwrity 
of my colonel and general, and yet hatting folditrs un- 
der mt% I fay to oni. Go ; and hi goeth : and to another, 
Come ; euid he ewnethj &c. Now Lord, if my word has 
inch power, what cannot thine do ? Sfeah /^ wor o 
onfy, and my fer*vant Jhall he healed^ 

Why is Abraham called 91*5 Father of the faithful? 
Is it not becaufe 7ir4^'/i^ him faithful zxi^ almighty, 
that had paOMisBD, againft hope he believed in hope, 
that hi /hould become the father if many nations ; accord- 
in^ to that nvhich was spOken : So Jhall thy feed be ? 
Is It not becaafe he JIaggered not at the prjomife^ or word 
of God thro^ unbelief {but nuasftrong in faith ; giving 
glory to God, and being fully perfuaded^ that ivhat he 
Jiad promifed, he nuas able alfo to perform ; and therefore 
it voas imputed to him for right eoufnefs ? And (hall not 
the like faith be imfuted to us alfo, if we btlieve the 
faving truth revealed, or the divine record given un- 
der the prefent difpenfation of the gofpel : viz. that 
God raifed up ^fus our Lord from the dead, who was 
delivered fcr our offences, and raifed again for sur jufti- 
f cation f 

Oh ! who can defcribefhe needJefs perplexities of 
thofc wilful on believers, that have the -truth of their 
difpenfation •deai'ly brought to them, and yet like 
Thomas rcfolutely fet themfelves againft it, faying, / 
^will not believe ? And who can enumerate the blef- 
iings, which thofe childlike fouls inherit, who, inftead 
of quarreling with, cordially embrace the word of 
God, and fet to their feal that God is true ? They feal 
God's truth, and 6odfea\stKt\t\i«ii\'^\ TKm JauH 

P J 



is impkUd to thim fw tiihtiou/mfs ; thtir faith /av£$ 
them } it is dom to thim according to their faith \ The God 
of hope Jills them with all jor asid peace im holieving. 
Thus, t/iro* faith,' thiy not onlyfuhduo the kingdom of 
darknefs* but inherit th prefent kingdom ofGod^ righ- 
teonfnefs^ peace^ andjof in the Hofy Ghofi recei'ved hy the 
hearing of faith. WclUdifpofed reader, if thou doabtcft 
the truth of thoicKriptores, try it by believing dow 
^vhat ipj)ears to thee to be the (aving truth of thy 
difpenution : believe it with all thy prefent might, 
be it little or be it much : and, if in a little tioit 
thou dod not find thyfelf more fettled and free, more 
able to fight againil fin and to take up thy crofs, let 
itte bear the blame for ever. 

Did the foccefs of God's word depend only upon 
him, the truth would always operate in a faving man* 
ncr. If n^en were not to ijoork out their oivnfal'vation 
by freely repenting, believing, and obeying with the 
power to *will and to do, which God gives them of his 
good plrafure ; all mankind would repent, believe, 
and obey as paffively as clocks go, and as regularly 
as the fun rifes. But, we are M^r/i/ agents ; and works 
i^t^rally good depend as much' upon the concurreoce of 
I^od's fiee grace, and of our free obedience of faich, 
as the birth of the prince of Wales did upon the mar- 
riage of the King and Queen. Hence we read, To 
*whom Jkvare he* that they fliouldnat enter into his reji^ 
hut to thtm that heliensed not, icz.for the word preached 
did not profa them, not becaufe the feed was bad, or 
becaufe they had no power to receive it ? [No foch 
thing : for Mofes, and after him Chrift himielf, mar- 
i:ilUd BECAUSE of thumheUef oi the c\i(^itti people] 
but, becaufe the nuord preac/ied *was not enixe^ *with 
faith in them thai heard it. — Wherefore, fays the apof- 
tie, tO'doy, if yu isfill hear his voic^ harden not your 
hearts, 8cc, Take heed left there be in any of you an e<vii 
heart ^ UNBELIEF, &c. and exhort one another daily 
to believe. 

The genuine feed of the word is then always good, 
always fall of divine energy, if it does not ijpring 
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up, or if after it has fprviig op, it does not bring f^ri\ 

fruit i§perfeSiom, it if entirely the fault of the ground. 

Tki <words that I fptakt fays oar Lord, tho' it (bouM 

be only by the mouth of my fervants, thty an fyivii 

and th^ ar£ iifit to BELiB,vtvG hearts — Net f her d% I 

^ray for tk^t 4iioMit who have heard the word at m r 

month, Sitt for them thut Jhall believe oh mt throug k 

THEIR WORD. Fof Ckrift gA ue himfiiffor tht Churchy 

that ht might fauSiify and cltanfe it ivith the *wajhing of 

tvater By the word— if it continue in the faith — hold- 

sngfaft tht faithful word — /^* word of the truth of 

tht goj^eij tuhicn is come in all the ivsrla, ami hringetn 

forth fruit fince the de^ it is heard in faith ; it being the 

!;;rand office of the Spirit, to make the ^vcrd of God^ 

when it is mixed with faith on our part» Jharper than 

€Lny ttvo edged fwordf pierting e<uem to the difuiding afun- 

der of foul mudf^iritj and /• the dif corning and dellrOy- 

ing of the bad thoughts mediuteuti of the heart. 

Nothing therefore Can be more ceruio than the 
connexion between the power of God and the IVuth 
of the ^fpel. — -' Truth [fays a divine of the laft 
century] * 1$ that eternal word of the Father, which 

* in the Son* by the Holy Gholl is revealed to us, to 
' be our guide back again to that bofom, whence it 

* and we firit camec [t is that Jacob's Uddtr^ let 
'' down to OS from heaven to earth, whereby his an- 

* gels (his meflengers) lead np from earth to heaven i 

* It is that Riihmh^s fcetrltt thready let down from the 

* window of heaTen to wind us up by : The apollle 

* calls it a "girdUy the girdle ^/^Truth — a girdle, that 
f by manyieireral liniu ending where it began, re- 

* turning whence it firil proceeded, clafps itfelf again 

* in the Jbofom of the author, God.' - According to 
that noble ideicription of 7>«//i, is it not evident, that 
all y^^-righitout power, which works in the fpiritual 
'world, is the power of God and of Truth ? and there- 
fore, that our Lord anfweied like divine Wifdom ma- 
uifeft in tht flejh^ when he averted, that te Belit<ue on 
Him^ is to tvorh tlte luark of God— ^ that he 'who bolit-v- 
tih hath enterlafiiug lift-^i^^X. iM he «U3CTt eU«id^>^^x 
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M^ ^ ^ ¥^ * 
SECTION V. 

Truth CO dial ly embraced by faith faves undif €V^fy di/-- 
penjuti9n nf di'vint gracK, tfkO* in diffifent dtgret^ A 
Jhort iiiew cf the Truths that chataSertTcie the four 
. grani difpenfati'ons of the eDtrlafting' gefpeU 

I Have hinted, that faith la more 01" lefs operative 
according to the quality of the troths which it em- 
braces.' This obfcrvation recdijyfnerids ilfetf tb rea- 
fon : For, as fome wines are inOre gefaerou^, and foiAe 
xemedies more powerful ; fb foilne truth-s are more re- 
viving and fan^lifying thaii others. But every ev^A- 
geli^al truth» being a beam of the ^un of righieoufuefs 
rijen upon us wotth healihg in his ivingSt is 'of la sav- 
ing hature ; the saving grace ofGod^ which has ap^ 
peared unto all men, teaching us to deltjf ungbdlim/s, &c* 
and to liyc foberly^ &c. Thus I am faved from At he* 
iSM^ by heartily believing, there is a God, kuho ivi/l 
judge the nvorld : '^ from Pharisaism, by firmly be- 
lievingi' that I am a miferable fihrier» atid that nvith* 
out, Chrijl I CMS do nothing : — fr6m ' ^ a b D V c e i s m , by 
truly believing, that M^ Spirit itself helpeth ttiy 
i nfryni tie's : — from ANTiNOMiAffisM, by cordially 
beliftvipg, that God is not a ReJpeSer ofperjons^ but a 
ReiAjarder of tliem that diligently Jeek htm, and a Pu- 
nifher of all that prefumptoouQy bre^k his command- 
ments ;— sand from oespaii^, by fteadily believing, 
that God is Jove, that Itefent hts only begotten Son iitto 
the ivorld tofwoe. that 'which njnas loft, and that I ha^oe 
an advocate ivith the Fa tier JefusGhrift the righteous* 

Heoce it appears : (i] That evtry religious tviith 
fuitable to our prefent circum'ftances [«rhen it is kind- 
ly prefented by free grace, and afFe^ionately embrac- 
ed by prevented free-will] inAantly forms, aceording 
to its degree, the faving, operative faith, that converts, 
trgffsforms, and renews the foul. And (2) That this 
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faith 16 more or lefs operadve aei:QcdiAg to tlif qus* 
litj jof tkf truth preTeated tp as ; accardiiig to the 
ponm^r^ with which the fpirit of gra^c imprefles it 
upon ouf hearts ; jtpd according to the iwrntfttufi^ 
wi^ whidi we nectire, efpoofe, and welcome it Co 
aar miaoft :£e>uJs. 

Wihen God Axed the hatmdt ^tki ba^uaiom ofnum^ 
kbuU Ihe placed fosie jiatioiis kt wam cHmates and 
fraitful countries, where Jthe jvioe of the grape is 
pQentifiil n^zt to water. And te«thcra 1^ affigded a 
barren» rocky foil covered with ihow half the year : 
Water iff their, cordial* nor have *they any more idea 
of their want of wine, than Bt. Peter had oi his want 
of ithe hlootd of Chrift* when he made the noble con- 
feffion p^pon wiuch the chrtitian church is founded. 
Qh, fays a predfiftinartan geographer, ^e God of prb- 
yi^fuce ^as abibltitely reprpiMtBd thofe <*< poor crea- 
tar^6«" N»t i^t replies :aA .unprejudiced vhilofopher ; 
i;hey may i>e as hiealthy and as happ^.»ver their cup 
of toM, ^vAiec* lafi -fume of our men ofVortone are over 
the. hQtHc^ .of CSLwet and Madeira chat load their 
feftiiie tables. .And £>me of dioie " poor creatures,** 
as yoii jQaU them, fnay Jtame/rom the eaft an^from the 
'Hfnejft to drhtk the wine of the kingdom pf God qv/VA 
MiKoham^ when the children ef the kingdom fiail he 

, . Vf)\i^ I have faid of water and wine, may illuftratc 

what itbe fcf ipturcs fay of the truths peculiar to the 

g0ifei-,4ifpen(facio(ns. God forbid, that an antichriflian 

-3ieal:for t;h.e,r<^f ^i^v gofpel Ihould make me drive into 

•ihe rhrtiflnijig lafaeChilft's Jheep, which arc Big mnth 

;}'fi¥fti; i lOiean the ftnoere worJbipers, chat wait like 

^ptipjis Melciiifekc, devout Lydia, and charitable Cor- 

aeli^ft, ^qr bcight^r .^ifplays of gofpel-jgrace : For, 

thQi;e.9treikithfu|d(ba}s, that follow'their light under 

ewepy .difp^nfation,.conce(ning Whom-our Lord kindly 

faidj Qtlur Jheep / hamet ^kiih are net tftkis jewifh 

apd chciAian/E/^ ?%«« ai/o Imufi bring into marvel- 

llpw lighj. and .there fludl heonefeld and ont j^w^fcerrf^ 

Thofe .feebie-ftoepj And teadat -V^vi^l m^^ >^<^\xv\.^ 
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«s»fe we esnnot ihake it Co i we have tlie faith of de- 
vils : fbr dfvils hehe^t Mttd ttemblt.y the force of the 
awfttl trothsy which thejr cannot ddny* giving them tf 
foretaile of infernal tormtntf. Of this fort, it fcems» 
was the faith of Felix* when 8tt Paul reafimd before 
him tfjufiict^ timperaHce^ anijuigmint tt C9mg, Thi» 
alarming doftrine, fepported by the fefFrage of con- 
kience^ and impreiFed by ike Spirit Bftmtk^ made the 
noble heathen tremble : but, foon recovering himfelf, 
he fboght againft the truth, that had laid hold of him 
anawares ; and he kept it at arm's lengthy till he 
coald fliake.it eff^ as the apoftle did. th« viper that 
iafttned on his hand i or, at Icaftf till ha.coold rOft 
away from itV hy plu Aging as defperately iato a Ani 
of fenfual ddijj^htsi as the devils in the fwine did tott^ 
the fea of Galilee. 

The faith of in^sfOral profcflbas is not much better 
than the faith of Felix and Sata«« They believe /m$ 
glorious troths, bet not with the heart to righteotf- 
neft < Tito or three eosapariiibna may help us to on^ 
derftand this i^finj •fini^Mym When a pt!rfbn vifics 
yoot yoti iaay either receive hrm with cold civrlity^ as 
a ftranlger ; ur ealbrace him. with w»m atfildion) al 
a bdiem-ifiend. From (e^et hlotive^ you Aay eve a 
iiuyw a peculiar regard to k nan, wfaool you fetretly 
defpife or deteft. He has a good voice, yoe love mu- 
fick, and he miniilers to your amufement : Perhaps 
you want him to cloke the fin of hb Bathfheba ; 
perhaps you are a party-man ; he is a proper tool 
for you ; and therefore you make much of him. But 
while your regard for him fprings merely from fuch 
ci^teriial circumftances, can it ever be perfonal and 
ftticere? Equally ungenerous however is the regard 
that GalUo and Fulfoihe haive for the truth. Gallic 
holds faft the doArine of general redemption, becaafe 
he fondly fuppofes, that he has only to avoid robbery 
and murder to go to heaven : Fulfome extols *' ever- 
}ailins love,''-»bttt it is becaufe he thinks, that it gives 
him the lil>erty of loviiag the world, without the leaft 
d&Agtr ofloilng God's eternal favour* He embraces 
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^ juftification by faith alone ; »* bbt it is becaufc hd 
confoonds the works 0/ faith and thenvttrJtt afthelavjf 
and vainl/ hopes to be finally juftified without either. 
He (houts •* fret grace" foi" ever, bccadfe it enfurei. 
as he thinks, his eternal falvation, wtiatever length he 
may go in fin. He is a partial anatoihiil : he difleAs 
the body of truth, throws away the vitals, and only 
preferves thofe parts, which feem to countenance his 
Immoral fcheme. I queflion if an Indian warrior is 
fonder of the fcalp of an Englilhman, than GalUo is 
of the dodlrine or <* God's mercy *• feparated from 
God's holinefsandjuflice; orFttl/oniet of the dodrine 
of" Chrift's merits," torn away from the evangelical . 
worthinefs of fincere obedience. 

Nay, a judicious gnoftick may admire and efpoa(^ 
a well-connedled fyllem of religious truth, jufi as a 
virtuofo admires and purchafes a good collection of 
fhelis. The virtuofo contends for the beauty and ra« 
rity of his marine toys, with as much paffionatenefs as 
if they were parts of himfelf : but they only lie upoti 
cotton in his' drawers, far enough from his bread : 
And the gnoftick difputes for the truths he has taken 
a fancy to, with as much warmth as if they were in- 
corporated with himfelf; but, he contrives that they 
fhall pafs like flying clouds over his underftanding, 
without defcending in fruitful ihowers upon his 
heart. 

Truth \% the wholie'fome fOod of fouls : hence it is 
faid. The juft fliall ii've by his faith ^ by his receiving 
Chrift in the word of Truth, and by mytticalty feed- 
ing upon him, according to thefe deep words : Except 
you sat myfltjh^ and drink my h!ooJ,ye have no life in 
you ; or as St. John exprefles it, The Truth // not in 
you. Now, as food muit be inwardly taken, and'* pro- 
perly digefted, before it can nourilh us ; fo iftol! truth. 
if men therefore, who buy the truth in theory and/-// 
it in pra6lice, who frofefs it in 'words and deny it r% 
worls, have not power Co take up their crofs, and to 
follow Chrift ; we ought no more otv \.Vvax 'w.cc^^a.x^ vc* 
conclode, chat the truth is intSvcaiOAO^^ \.o ^>w ^•jX^'k- 
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ticn ; tb«n to fiipppfai that good food i& imptoj^r for 
our noqriOumeotylbecabfe men, that fpcnd thcix tunc 
3Q prcparsog it for others, in drawing up bills of fare* 
in placing dilhes to the beft ad? antage^ and in invir* 
ingottiers to cat heartily, whUe.they live npon trafli 
fheflifclvesy. hav^ .opt ftrengtk to go through an hard 
day's work* 

Again,, from fuch fcriptofes at thefe, / fwiU HaitL 
/Jtiir jbaciJliilingS'-^liEhh my foul J[dr I Aaxfi finmd 
agaimft thee — Qod JkM femd forth His MEacy and hU 
TRUTH '^he/ent his word aiv/hbalbo them^Mc it 
is evident, that evangelical truth is, next to Chrift, 
the MEDICINE as well as thc/oodofConU, Now as- it 
is abfurd to foppofe, that fpeculating upon a medi- 
cine* inftead of taking it, can conduce to the recovery 
of our bodily, health ; fo it is unreafonable to fancy, 
that bare fpeculating u]pon the doflrines. of the gof- 
pel, can be piodufliye of faving health; cordial be- 
lieving having no lefs neceffary a reference to truth » 
than real drinking to a potion. Hence appears the 
neceflity of clearly diftinguifliing between faving faith 
and antinomian fancy : — between the faith, by which 
a man fervently believes with an humbled heart unto 
Tighteou fnefs ; and its counterfeit, by which a man 
idly believes with a conceited brain to pra£iical ar.ti- 
romianifm, whether he be a follower of Mr. Wefley 
or of Mn Romaine. 

The fearing faith of an immoral antinomian is far 
inferior to the abortive faith of an imperfed peniceot, 
aind even to doubting. When truth and error prefenc 
themfelvcs to onr mind together [as they always do 
in every trial offaitk] fo long as we remain in fuf- 
pence between themi we continue in the uneafy (late 
between faith and unbelief, which we call doubting. 
But when truth appears mort ieauti/ul than error to 
the eye of our undnrjiandingt without appearing good 
/enough prevalently to engage our affe^ions ; we are in 
the uncomfortable Hate of the carnal penitent, whom 
^t. Paul defcribes in his own perfon, Rom. vii. We 
•approve the revealed willof God» apd delight in his 
/aw a/jter i/ie inward man. If t^e cc\t&:\a\ lo^^ NN^\vi 
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jM .btfet wkh, tbornii we. wonld id/bntly gatber it. 
If we had no bodily apjpetites to it£ft« no /li«mefol 
crof» to take.oi^ i^o faU£ wifdom to part with, we 
would heftitily b(ilteve» and' <zc;0ri tkt ivtrk of God : 
B«t.wfli cannot'^et.give up oar boroin-rin ; carnal rea- 
ibfi'AiMivthe flflH prevail, ihll a^ainO; the fpintytho' 
HQt. without a Amggle ; nabeJief and abortive faith 
(in inay :Qie,the expreiSon^) wreHline in.oor diiira^l- 
cd breai^, as Efalu and Jacob did in Rebeccah's womb ; 
and making, oa complain, 7'he goad that I 'ujould do^ if 
jt eoii me nothing*i / doinot : But the ivil J ivould not 9 
ihat I d^s becaufe it gratifies my fallen nature. Thus 
twith \ii^ mind% his rational powers, the carnal penitent 
/drives thtlvmof God^ by good, tbo' inefledual refolu- 
tions; buttuith )xx^fleflh his carnal appetites,, he y^rv/y 
iJ^ iaiv offin^ by bad^ tho' bmented performances. 

Here I oeg leave to account for the famous confef- 
fion of the princefs, who cries out in Ovid : f Video 
melioru froboqutf '•^ Dtieriora ftt^or \. which may be 
thus parapbrafed : ' I ftand between the rough, fleep, 

* afcending path of virtue fbonum hmfftvm \) and the 

* plain flowry, downward road of vice (honumjucun" 

* dum,J Confcieiice fays^ that the one. is far more 

* eommendabli ; paffion declares, tbat the otlrec is far 
' mwt fliofittg. I madly give the calling vote to hur- 
' rying paffion : it decides^ thac.the pleaGire ofsLpre- 
\ Jeut^ certain gratification,. be it ever fo iinful, over- 

* balances the fear %S 9, future ^ iciir^rAvir punifhmeot, 

* be it ever fo terrible ; and, notwithilaiiding the re« 
' mOoftrances of my confcience, Ig^bmit t9 the ha- 
/ sardous deciAon of my appeti^^Vfecretly hoping, 

* that God does not regard, my crimes, or tbat a day 
' of retribution is a chimera.' X 
To 

t I fee what is right and approve it, but do what is wrong. 
X Had Medea been acquainted with what pafles for ** GofpeJ ** in 
our days, flie might have added to licr delufive dreams, the horrid 
hope of " finging loader to all eternity in heaven for her grievous 
falls.** But, tho' Ac was an heathen, and- a lewd, bloody witch, I 
believe, that ihe would have difa^f^vti \!kwt V&&»cni\^ ^-vsCdwtcc*. 
height, to which fome of our ^ofpel'^teaic^bwa ckei^ ^x&^xv^K&vv^>&ccv« 
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' To return : Faith 'dctB not ftrUggle into birth witk-* 
out her' coeval child and co n (la nt partner, //<?^^. When 
Faith fails, defpair groans, O nvntchei^ man that I am! 
ivAo Jkall aeli*vtr me ? But when faith revives, hope 
lifts up her ht'.'.d, and cries, I thank Q$tlf there is de* 
II veranae th o* Jifut Chrift our Lord, Thus wc go on 
fall'ng and riling, conceiving and mifcairying, dying 
end reviving, till we are quite tired of the fins, which 
hinder us froRi welcoming the faving truth with a 
rtiore cordial embrace ; and when we do this, our faith 
is unfeigned ; the Lord fets to it the broad feal of'his 
power ; it proves vi^orious \ we enter into gofpeU 
liberty, and inftead of the old note, Whojhall deliver 
me ? we fing, [under thechriftian difpenfation] Chrift 
hath deli*vtred us from the eur/eofthe latu of fin, as well 
as from the curfe of the law of innocence, and of the 
ceremonial law. ^here is no condemfiati^n to them thathe^* 
lieve, and walk not after theflejh^ hut after thefpirit. 

The manner, in which this deliverance is generally 
wrought, may be more particularly defcribed thus. 
Free grace, atfundry times and in divers manners ^ fpeaks 
to our confciences ; recommending and enf6rcing the 
nuord night the commandment that // evirlafting life^ the 
Truth tkiat contains the regenerating power of God. 
If it is /^^ day of provocation^ we unneceflarily begin to 
make excufei We cakkot come io the marriage feaft: 
We are either too good, too bad, or too bafy to en- 
tertain the Truth ; and we fay as civilly as Felix, Go 
thy ^ ay for this //W, when I ihall be fitter, or lAjhen I 
Jhall have a mwf^^venienV feafon^ l^vill call for thee* 
Perhaps we periHBly harden our hearts* contradi Slings 
hlafphemingt andlaying as the pharifees. We votll not 
have this Truth to reign over us : a^way nvith it / But 
if it is the day of converfion, if our free-willing foul 
knovjs the time of her vifitation ; humbly bowing^t the 
word of the Lord, and faying as the Virgin Mary, 
Behold the handmaid of the Lord, let it he done unto me 
according to thy word ; I am a loH finner, but there is 
mercy viith thee that thou may ft be feared : then t\it ft fd 
of ihc kingdom, the word of God, is received in an 

honeft 
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h»ntfi and good ktsft ; for nothing is v^anting to render 
the heart initially good and honeft, but the fincere 
fubmifiion of our Utt. will to chat free grace, which 
courts us and iayt : BehM f I fi and at the door of every 
heart and knock : if a^iy Man hearh^ voice and open ^ 
I iioill come in and /up ivith him^ and he ivith me : He 
AmU tafti how g0od the L&rd is\ he fiiali taftt the good 
'word of Godf and the powers 0/ truth, which are the 
powers oi the ivorld to come : and fo fliall he rife fupe-; 
rior to ihadows and lies, which are the povers of this 
prefcnt evil world. 

Thos opens the kingdom of God in the believing 
fnil : tbts ii Chjrift, the truths and the life^ formed in 
the heart by faith t Thus grace begins to reign thro* 
ngkiHufnifs unto eternal life hy Jeftts Chrijf : — Tho t 
the Httle haven of fincerity and rr»M prevalently lea* 
veras the whole foul with rigbteoofnefs and true hoH- 
nefs : Thus, after hard labour, the foul, impregnated 
by troth, brings forth thro' grace the living, laving, 
operati^rt fkith, difit adlaally Overconfes the world. . 

I call that fi\i\i faving and Oj^erativb, becaufe, fo 
long as it Hves, it fa^es ; and fo long as it faves, it 
woRics righteouJne/5 — it WORKS by a righteous /Jr^r of 
the evil denooirced againft fid ; by a righteous oppo- 
fition to every known fin ; by a righteous hope of the 
good pfomifed to obedience ; and by a righteous love 
of the truth that has produced it, and of the Father 
of lights ^otn whom that truth proceeds ; it being 
fearceiy poiCble to welcome heartily a beam of the 
fun for its brightnefs, without indireMy welcoming 
the fan itfelf. Therefore, when living faith ceafcs to 
lAjork^ it dies away, as the heart that ceafes to beat ; 
it goes out, as a candle that ceafes to fhine. 

*« But, upon this footing, what becomes of the 
*• modiih dodrine of a faith without frame and fecl- 
<* ing." — If the miniders, who recommend foch a 
faith, imefen that we muft fet our heart, as a feal, to 
the gofpel truths adapted to our prcfent dare, and 
(lamp them with all our might ; not con fide rin^wKc- 
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ther our falltn nature and carnal reafon relifh thcffiv 
and fteadily following the poet's dire£lioo : 

Tu ne cede malis ; fed contra aadentior ito^ . 
Qtiam mala te natura iink : 

tbey maintain a troth, a great troth, whieh-cannot be 
too much urged upon tempted, defponding, and def** 
pairing fools. — Bat if they mean, that we muft be- 
lieve 04irfelves unconditionally eleded to glory, be 
l\itframt of our minds ever Co carnal, and iht feelings 
of our hearts ever fo worldly, they deftroy the health 
efthe daughter ofGod^speofkUt with as rank poifon as 
ever grew in (piritoal Egypt.- I am no jjadge of what 
pafles ia the bread of thofe gentlemen % butr for my 
pait, I •never feel faith more ftrongly at work, than 
when I wreflle hot only with flelh and blood, but with 
the banded powers of darknefs. 

None but a dead, mouldered man is- quite deftitute 
of ** frame and feeling : " It is not a real.HsLme that 
neither warms in winter, nor (hines in the dark. The 
moment a light is not, in its degree, able to triumph 
ever darknete, and even to turn it into light, it ceafea 
to be a true light. Yon may fee in Windfor-caille a- 
candle moil exquifitely painted ; Urines as (leadfalUy 
as Mr. Fulfome helie^ves. Was the coloured canvas as 
loquacious as that antinomian hero, it might fay, '* I. 
(hine without feeling, tho' not without a frame ;** but 
even then, Mr. Fulfome's faith would have the pre- 
eminence; for, if we credit him, it (hines, without 
either ** frame or feeling." , How abfurd is folifidia- 
nifm ! how dangerous ! if any man can ibew me a true 
light, that a^ually emits no beams, I will repent of 
the ridicule I caft upon the dotages, which make way 
for a ** juftifying faith'' that works by adultery and 
murder ; an ill-fmelling candle this, which burns in 
the breads of apoitates, to the honour of him, that 
kindled it at the fire of tophet — an infernal candle, 
fending forth darknefs inftead of light, and fo far be- 
nighting the good men, who follow it> that they look 

upon 
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upon It as the inextingoifhable candle oftht Lordy and 
upon *' Aacere obedience" as a ^*' jack d* tauthorn.** 

The preceding pages reprefeot Truth as the reme« 
dy and npuriflimeRC of our fouls, and I have already 
obferved^ that, as we cannot take food without the 
xontinoal help of the God of natur* ; fo we cannot 
receive the truth without the continual afliftance of 
the God of grace ; it being the firfl axiom of ^the gof- 
pel, that all our fufficiency and ability to do any good 
are of God ; neverthelefs, leA thofe, who feek occa- 
iion againil the truth, »hich they do not relifh, fhould 
.call the free graces J hold forth, pelagianifm ; 1 ihall 
conclude thisfeflion by afTerting, that if Chriil were 
not thi Sa*uiour of all men^ and if we were entirely 
deilitute of the gracious, evangelical lights that enligh- 
tens emery man, and helps our infirmities, we ihould be, 
with reiped to faving truths, like people, who either 
liave no Icind of food, or no ftomach at all to their 
fofOd } nay^ like fick people, that have an im/urmouni^ 
able averfion to a medicine, and an irreftihle longing 
for poifon. But, the fawng grace of God ha*ving 
appeared to all merit and having mercifully given 
us an evangelical capacity to recerve the truth, as it 
is revealed to us in the difpenfation we are under ; we 
may either /«/ that truth yr^^n us, as the unbelievii^ 
Jew^ did, or welcome it as Job and his friends ; altho' 
not without difficulty—- Yea, fuch difficulty as forms 
fhe trial of our faiths and makes it reafonable in God, 
to bid us chufe life rather than death, when truth and 
:error« bleiliog and curling are fet before us. 
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'W ^^ 'f ^^ ^n '^f 

SECTION vir. 

T/ie operati*vi hclitf of the truth y and th opirative h$^ 
lief of a Met are the fwo roots that produce all our 
GOOD and all our bad aQions, An appeal t^ re^fon 
and matter offaS^ Our inlemal and {when <ux^ do 
not play the hypocrites'] our external fworJts art ahvoays 
exatlly like our faith ; our a£iions being as much fro- 
duced by our fat thy as our fulfes are l^ she beating of 
our heart, 

NO plant «an grow without its root, aod no QiQ* 
nal adion can fpring ioto exigence vvdUhont its 
principle. . Wlien we do not di^en^bk, PUr frikcifie 
of afli'on is our prevalent perfuajton — Qur predominant 
belief'^ a cordial, pradllcal ielief of the truth and fj?- 
jeAion of Si, lie, being always the prificiple ^f a g^fui 
aAion ; and a cordial, pr apical belief of a lie and xt- 
je£iioD of the truth, being always the principle of a 
bad adlion. 

That good works can btiy<e qq prigiji but the beUef 
0fihe truthy will appear indiiTHtahle^ if wc tra«e them 
back to their fource. lofeiiry lo^yte^ aud n^^.God, are 
undoubtedly good works; bqt can I oo thetn* with- 
out BELIEVING the TRUTH — J. p. wrthout believing 
that God is, that he is to be feared, lo*ued, and obeyed ; 
and that it is my duty or priviledge fo to do ? Again, 
that bad works can have no other origin but the belief 
of a lie, will alfo appear evident, if we follow them to 
their fpring. To negUS and difobey God are certainly 
BAD works ; but can we do them without belie'vtng a 
lie ? Without being more or lefs perfuaded, that, altho* 
it may not be our duty, yet upon the whoL^, in our 
prefent circumilances, it will be for our advantage or 
credit, to negle^ God, and to fwim with the flream ? 

May 
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May not the preceding argument concerning tKc 
mportanct offaith^ be confirmed by appeals to reafon^ 
experience, and matter of h,&, ? Did not Eve fland in 
paradife, fo long as fiie forbore eating of the forbidden 
fruit ? Did fhe not forbear eating* fo long as (he 
believed the truth — i. e. fo long as (he believedy (he 
fliould die if (he ate of that fruit? Would (he have 
finned, if (he. had not firft believed a lie, yea, (Wallow- 
ed down a clofter of lies ? * She (hould not die — the 

• fruit was as good as it was fair— it was to be de- 

* fired to make one wife — (he (hould be as God, &c : * 
— Was it not thofe untruths, freely entertained in her, 
heart, that made her commit the direful deed ? 

.Why did Judas once forfake all to follow the indi' 
gent Jefus ? Was it not becaufe he heliived it his real 
advantage fo to do ? And did he not, fo far, believe 
the truth, and (how his faith by correfponding works I 
By and by the fpirit of error foggefled, that he (hould 
be a lofer by following, and a gainer by betraying his 
mailer ? Was not this an infamous lie ? When he had 
believed it, did not his heart become a neft for the 
old Serpent, a throne fbr the father of lies ? And did 
not our Lord fpeak the words of fobernefs and truth, • 
when he faid to his difciples. One of you hath a devil?' 
Why did Peter deny his dear Lord ? Undoubtedly 
becaufe in that fatal hour he believed^ that the Jews 
were more able and ready to fall upon and deflroy 
him, than Chrifl was to fave and defend him. And 
was not tills believing an ontrath ? When he had 
compleated his crime, why did he go out to weep, 
and not to hang himfelf like Judas ? Was it not be- 
caufe he admitted the truth again ; believing, that 
where (in had abounded, grace migtitj^z/fupera bound; 
and that great as his crimes were, God's mercy and 
Chrilt's love were yet greater ? — Saving truths thefe, 
which Judas could no longer believe, having done 
FINAL defpite to the fpirit ^ truth, the fpirit of 

FAITH, who /fWj, not drags into the truths who teaches ^ 
not forces jfi fixer J in the luay of faith. 

Why did. David attack OoVva\i wj^ ^vTsAxsix^.^ 
^oarage ? Was it not bec^iuCe YvtVcaxuVi btV\t<wtA>x^ 
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the Lord would not be InAilted by that blafplieming 
jnonfter, and would (land by ^ny one that attacked 
him in the name of the God of Ifrael ? A great truth 
this, thro' which he waxed valiant in fight, killed his 
gigantic ^dverfary^ and turned to flight the armies of 
the aliens. *r- Why jiid he jafterwards Aain his righte- 
ous .fogl with fUfQcious crimes ? Was it not becaufe 
he pj-adicallyy and there/ore mod cordially believed 
an horrid untrath : nw.ely» that the company of his 
neighbour's Swe-lfimb wa^ preferable to the dejighta 
afforded by theLjamb Qf God ? — Why did be after- 
wards repent ? Wa» it npt hecaufe he received the 
truth again s h^tily .believing, that he h^d commit- 
ted dr^dful iinsy^^nd that he muft repent or perifli i 

Again : .Why ?|re ^en lavers of the world more 
than IqvcxB of .God ? Xs^ it 4iQt becaufe they really ie- 
lieTfit ^hat the world can make them happier than 
God ?— If I jfty, «• I iilifue that God is preferable to 
the world,'* and do i)Ot feek my chief happinefs in 
him, do ppti deceive myfelf, and tell a grofs unuuth ? 
And while St. James charges me to (how my faith by 
n)y works, does not St. John (how himfelf a rational 
divine, when he protefts, ^hat I am /i liar, and thai 
ifii ratTTH is not in me ? .Once more : Why did Saul 
.of T^rfus, fireatjkf tjireatnin^s and [laughter again ft 
thrift's members ? Was it not becaufe he belifned the 
grand lie of his day, i. e. that Chrift was an impoi^. 
jtor t And why did he afterwards breathe nothing but 
ferveht'love to chriilians, and unextinguifhable zeal 
for Chrift's glory ? Was it not becaufe his inmoft foul 
was penetrated with the force of this almighty truth, 
^Chrifl i^ th^ true Me^ah ; h^ loved me^ and g^ve 
himfelf for ;nei 

From thefe, and a thoufand fuch obfervations upon 

ihe rff/yi/iTr/rfA of /inners, and the /^ro^^r^^A , of faints* 

y draw the fbllowi;ig confequence^, which, I trufl^ 

jwill recommend themfelv.es to the reafon of every 

^alm ^nqyirer after truth* 

(l) Tp convert or pervert ^ man, yoa need only 
f hanjc his principle of jaflioD; bis |)iredqm^Dant prac- 



tical belief of a d^tntiable lie, or of a faVing; truth. 
For if the fpring is new, fo ondottbtedlynviil be the 
ftreams. It vou have a new tree, yod will infallibly 
have new froit. If the rudder ir trtiiy turned, the (hip 
will certainly take a atw coarfe.' 

(2) Trtfh is the heavenly y^/i/, that produces living 
faith ; and living/aiih is the heavetil/ f^df^ that pro* 
duces gooJ works. Ti^tA and /aitA rherefflre, are at 
the bottom of every good vftStk, To fbppofe them 
abftftt from a ^odd work, is tb fuppofe that a good 
work can be void df^nreritj afid trtifA, and of courfe 
void otgMdite/s. Atfd i^ nbt th!s Aippoilii^'a glaring 
abfurdlty ? OA the'othei^ hand; a/// la th« helliih>/^, 
that produce! uaBtlitf; and unheih/n the helllfli rm 
• that ph^d ucei had woi'ks. A Ri and ufrifillff are theh 
at the bottom of every bad^oitk. To ftippofis them^ 
abfetit from a bad woi'k, is to fuppofe that a bad work 
can be wrought in faith add in t^ufh^ which is as im* 
poiCble as to do a ^ihd ^6tk in maiici aod n»ichdHi/s^ 

(l> h% the rife arid fall of a good weAther-glafs in<r 
fallibly fliowi the real, tho' as yet inviilble alterations 
of the atmofphere >fo our liftiie frott fla Aild our f^lt- 
iftg iflta ftn fut-ely evidence tne ftcret, and perhapa 
unnoticed changes that happed itf bur faith fbr the 
better or for the worfe \ the whole tff out W«rds and- 
adtions, taken in coxine^iod #i(h Our views an^ tem^ 
pers, being the certain refolt 6f our prefeht 6itk ot 
unbelief, tfod confequently the' befl lliarks that we 
pleafe or difpleafe God, accfdrding to t&e lafl tn^ ca* 
pital propofition of the Midute^. 

(4) When there is truth in the imvard parti, there' 
is Faith alfo ; it being as impoffible to admit religious 
Truths any other way but hy faith, as it is to partake 
of the light any other way but by fghf. Truth and 
faith tiudture with goodnefs the tfioft extraordinary 
adtions. Thus Samuel cuts Agag in pieces before the 
Lord, St. Paul ftrikes Efymas with blindnefs, St. Peter 
flrikes Ananias with fuddeu death, Phineas runt 
Zimri and Colby thro' the body, Abraham offers Ifaac 
in truth and faith i and Gffi/eoanh it to'Ocv^t^ Jot t^^V- 
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(7) If arery internal good work (AippoTe a fincere 
^peraihtt defire to love my enemy for God's fake) ne- 
cefltrily fprings from a g§9d principle* that is, from 
trae faith ; it follows, chat 10 long as I confiftently 
continue in the fame difpofition, my principle of ac- 
tion is goody and I am (fo far) a good man, according 
to the (landard of one or another of the gofpel*diU 
penfations. On the other hand, if any one inward » 
bad work (foppofe a malicioas defire to hart my neigh* 
boar) fprings from a had principle, it follows alfo, 
that fo long as I continue in that bad difpofitioo» 
what ever degree of fandity I may pretend to, my 
principle of aoion is had^ I am a nvicked man of the 
pbanfaic or of the antinomian order. — To conclude ; 

(8) As by fupprefling the beating of the heart, you 
may fbp all tlie pulfes ; fo by fuppreffing the aft of 
faith, yoa may put a flop to all good works. On the 
other hand, as by cutting the main arteries you may 
pat an end to the motion of the heart : fo, by fuppref. 
£ng the good motions caofed by faith, you may put 
an end to the life of faith, and deftroy the new cre&» 
lurc in Chrifk Jcfos. 



SECTION VIIL 

The REASONABLENESS 9f thi do^rht of falvotion hy 

faith is farther rvinced hj a 'variety of arguments 

How. much we are indebted to the Se/if draws, for hai^ 
ing firmly flood up in defence of v ait H : Ho<w dearfy 
they hat/e made us fay for that/ervice, when they have 
fo enforced our xith article, which guards Jalvatiom 
iy faith, as to make void the xiith, which guards 
morality. — Jnd why the overpowering fpkndor of 
T a u T H I J qualified by fome /hades. 

SHOULD fome readers ftill think, that it is unrea- 
(bnable to dwell /r/? upon faith, and to infal more 
upon it than upon the other works and graces, which 

adotca 
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mdom the life aad chara£ier of achriftian ; to remove 
their fcruples, and to vindicate more fully the fa nda^- 
mental dodlrine oi falvation hy faith, I prefent chem 
with the following remarks. 

(i) If true Faith is che root that produces hope^ 
charity, and iincere obedience, as the preceding fec- 
tion evinces, is it not reafonable principally to urge 
the neceffity of believing aright ? The end of all 
preaching is undoubtedly to plant the tree of evange* 
lical obedience ; and how can that tree be planted, 
but by its rwif Was a gardener ever charged with un- 
leafonablenefs, for not fetting a tree by the branches ? 

(2) If faith tvprking hy love is the heart of true re- 
ligion, ihould we not beilow our chief attention and 
care upon it ? Suppofe you were a phyfician, and at- 
tended a patient, who had an impoftame in bb fto- 
mach and another 6n his hand ; would you do honour 
to your (kill, if overlooking the internal miichief, yon 
confined your attention to the external ulcer ? 

(3) The moft excellent gift of God to man, next 
to the invaluable gifts of his Son and Spirit, is that 
of the faving Truth. Nay, the Son of God, in his pro- 
phetic chara^er, came only to difplay the Truth. He 
was manifeiled in the fleA to be its herald among 
men* St. Paul tells as« that Chrijl woitniffed a good 
confejpon before Pilate ; and St. John informs us, that 
part of this good confeffion ran thus : To this end 'was 
I born, and for this causb eame 1 into the ^world^ that 
IJhould bear nnitnefs unto the Tr uth. Now, if bear* 
ing 'wltnefs to the Truth was a great caufe^ and a pe- 
culiar end of our Lord's coming into the world ; if the 
Spirit itfelf is called the Spirit of truths becaufe his 
grand office is to reveal and feal the truth ; if truth is 
no better than error to us, till we receive it hy faith ; 
and -if the fcripture declares four times, that The jufi 
/hall LIVE by his faith, a declaration this, which St. 
Paul confirms by his own experience, when he fays, / 
LIVE by FAITH ; is it not evident, that when we prac- 
tically rejeft the doArine of faiths we rejedl life^ toge- 
ther with all the blei&ngs which are brought to light 

V 
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fy thi gojpii ; a gofpel dijbilitved being undoobretfy^ 

a^fpel OBJECTED. 

(4) Oar feeliags and conda£t greatly depeoci apOH' 
our apprehenfions of things. Afal/e report that y6ur 
fon is dead reaches your ears ; you hetiivt it> and 
pangs of grief dillradt your breall. Soon after a tru4 
account of his being drowned is brought to you ;.yoa 
dijbdit'oe it, and you remain unafFe(5led.— A diamond 
by moon-iight glitters at your feet ; you thinks it la 
only a gloi»-worm, and this midake prevents your 
Hooping to pick it up. A ^low-worm mines at fome 
dillance ; you fancy, that it is a diamond, and yoii' 
run to it with a degree of hope and joy proportiona« 
•ble to the degree of your vain confidence. The God 
of truth is an infinite, fpiritual diamond, if I may ufe 
the expreffion ; and yet, {o faint are our ideas of his 
excellence, that we overlook him, and madly rAn after 
deceitful objects, the brightelt of which are butg!ow<^ 
Worms to tht Father of lights* Nothing therefore but 
a firm bdiefofthe truths (lamping our ibuis with jufi 
apprehenfions of things, and fixing in tts a ilrong per- 
faafion of their intrinfick worth or vanity, can rectify 
onr judgment, and make us regulate our condu6t ac- 
cording to the dictate's of God's word, which are in- 
variably one with the troth, and with the nature of 
things. 

(5) When St. Paul exhorts bis converts to the por- 
fttit of things honeft^ juft^ purey lovtij, 8ic* he men^ 
tions Jirfi with ^reat propriety fwhatjaenjer thhis ar0 
TRui. For, as foon as obedient/^T/VA allows Truth to 
iit upon the throne, there is an end of mental anar- 
chy : AH thi»gs refome their proper ranks and placet- 
Creatares in a great degree difappear before their 
Creator ; earth, before heaven ; and time, before eter- 
nity* Tfatts Satan's charm is broken ; God begins to 
be to us, what he is in himfelf, ali in a^I; and when 
wc Jie him fuch, if our faith is lively and pra^caf, 
^ve triut him as fuch : We anfwer the end of our cre- 
ation ; Truth prevails : Satan falls as lightning from 
heaven : Man is man ; and God is God. 

(6) If 
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(6) \f truth, next to God, is the mod powerful thing 
in the world : if we can have no communion with 
God, but by the medium of truth : \i falfliMd is the 
rankeft poilon in hell ; and if we take a draught of 
this poifon, as often as we take in a capital religious 
error ; can you reafonably explode the dodrine oi/al" 
nation by faith, fince the office of \W\tig faith is to ex- 
pel the poifon of dellrudlive error^ and to receive the 
reviving,healing,ftrengtheoing cordial ofgofpel^truth? 

(7) If an unftigntd faith in the Truths, which God 
reveals under one or an other of his evangelical dif* 
penfationsy is the inftrumental caufe of all our good 
works ; whilft a cordial confent to one or more of 
Satan^s lies, is the parent of all our bad adlions t — if 

«thefe two fprings move tsti^ wheel of righteoufnefs ' 
and of iniquity in the world ; is it not highly confifl* 
ent with reafon to mind them Jirft ? Would you not 
pity your watch-maker, if he fo regarded the hand 
and dial-plate of your watch» as to forget the wheel- 
work and fpring I And can you approve the method 
of Bonefiusi who infifts u^ppn good works, withoat'evicsr 
laiicbingupon the pri/tcUUs of iincere. obedience, and 
uponfaithf which is the Ipring, that fets all in motion^ 

(8) Again, if Abraham, by not faggeriug at the 
promi/e of God thro* unbelief, and hy being Jfrong in 
FAITH, gave glory to God, and Aidfet to his feal that 
God is true : — if you cannot honour a fuperior more,, 
than by receiving his every word with refpedful con- 
fidence, and moving at his every beck with obedient 
alacrity : — and if faith thus honours God, why ihould 
you refufe it the firit place aniong the graces, which 
lupport and adorn the church militant ? Efpecially 
fince the Lord declares, that the pvre in heakt /hall 
fee God, and thatournEARTsarf purified ^ faith? 
— And fince the fcriptures teftify, that ^without holi- 
ness no man Jhairjee the Lor d, and that we are sanc- 
tified thro* FAITH that is in him? 

(9) All fulnefs dwells in God : creatures abflrafled 
from the divine plenitude are mere emptinefs. Ratio- 
nal creatures, in their moll ptifcQ^. ^^\^> ^\^ ^\!^n *^^* 
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ral*vefe!s filled with the grace of God, aod refle^Ing 
the light of divine truth. Now if we can be faved any 
other way but by grace thr9* ohtditnt fait k, i. e. by 
ffttW receiving the grace and light of God, thro* the 
pr^diical belief of the truth propoied to us : — if we 
are in any degree faved by oiirf refer merit thro'/h/V^ 
Je/s works ; we may indulge phan^ic boaftiog. But, 
God does not fo give his glory to human wOrms : 
therefore fuch a boafting is exclndid by the hA» vf faith ; 
and thie apoftie wifely obftrves, that falvatioh is of 
FAi^H, theu it might be by gracf; the juftifying 
faith' of iinaers always implying a cocdiai acknow« 
ledgment of their iin and mi&n^^ and aft Jiearfy re- 
courle to the tender mercy ^foar God whetrfy the daj- 
•faring frpm on high hks 'oifited us f more pr Jefs clearly, 
according to the difpenfation we are under. 

(ff*>The 

t To eftablifli the dojflrine of the gpTpel-difMarstioiiii to ihow 
di«| dying truth, in jts various manil^eftajtioni^» is die MeSi of (kvin^ 
nixkf I need only i^Vei that a nian, in order to nis fiilvation, » 
fcbUhd io brieve it oiie time, what he was not btmbd lol&elieVe at sit 
other. Take one inftance odt of numy. If St. Peter hid 4ied Juft 
•Aer he hsd been ptoaounced U^ tot ackacwlc^ftg, that our Loid- 
wat 1^ Sea of God, he could not have been cmfed with a '* D^art 
, /rom mey* Sec, he would have hetnfoved t and, in that cafe, he would 
nave obtained falvation without b^ving one tittle about our Lord*s 
rtfirreSion i [ might I not alfo fay, about his eructfixion f See note 
'3» P- 43I ^^ neverthelefs ^ Paul, a few year's after, jufU^ repre- 
iented that article as eflential to the- falvation of thofe, to whom it 
Is revealed: If tbw Jhah believe witb tiy heart, that God hatb 
a.AisiD the Lord Jefus Jhm the dead, tboujhalt be saved, Rem, 
X. 9* — Few people, I think, can lead the a^ of the apoiUes, with- 
out, feeing, that the numeroua converfions wrought hy St. Peter's 
preaching, were wrou^t by the fijfce of this truth, ** Ged bat raifed 
up that Jffut, nvbom you bave pvctfied:** A viftorious trutb this^ 
which would have been a grofs ttn/rutb three months before the day 
of pentecofl. — Nay, what is at ont time an article offaving faith, 
may at an other time become an article of the mofl confirmed unbe- 
lief: Thus, the evpe^tion of the Meffiah, which was a capital arti- 
cle of the faith of the ancient Kraelites, is now the butttefs of the 
babel of modern Jews. The property of faith is then to make our 
heaits bow to the truth, as it is manifefted to us ; it being evident^, 
that God never blamed the children of men, fcr not believing what 

vi'as never revealed to them. 

Memo^ 
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(lo) The manner in which /ai/^ and its v/orks #;r- 
tludi boafting^ may be illuflrated by acomparifon. A 
beggar lies dying at your door, you offer him a cor- 
dial, he takes it, revives, and woiks. — A deferter is 
goiQg CO be (hot, you bring him a pardon from the 
king, if he will receive it with grateful humility, he 
does fo, joins his regiment, and ^ghts with fuch cou- 
rage that he is promoted. Now in thefe cafes it is 
evident, that phari/aU f boafting is excluded. \^ the 
beggar lives ever fo long, and works ever fo hard — if 
the deferter fights ever io manfully and is raifed ever 
fo high ; yet, they can never fay, that iheir doings have 
procured them the life, which they enjoy ; for, before 
they did fuch works, that life was graciouily given, 
pr reilored to them, upon the eafy term? of confidently 
taking a remedy, and humbly accepting a pardon of- 
fered. The application iaeafy : By our fallen nature we 
zxtjeonceivedinjinf and children o/njoratk : God freely 
^vea as the light of life in Jefus Chrift ; faith without 
neceffity Jhujikbly receives it, and works by it ; the be- 
liever therefore, can never be fo unreafonable, and 
ungrateful, as to fuppofe, that his working merited 
him the light oflife^ by which he began to work righ- 
teoufnefs ; fo long as he deferves the name of a be- 
liever, he knows, he feels, that his faith ia in the 
FiRST.place a mere receiver* What haft thouy that thou 

haft 

MEMORANDUM.] At th« boUoA) of page 162, 1 have faid, that 
'* The genuine feed of the word is ahoays |ood, aiivays full of divine 
^energy. I deli re the candid reader to read the following lines as 
more particnlarlyHexprcflivc of my meaning. 

The word is Truth ; and Truths like the fun, is always efficacious 
where its light penetrates. But I would by no means iiifintiatc, that 
the truth may not, like the fun, Aine more brightly and powerfully 
at one time, than at another ; The word of truth, however, always 
performs (tho* more or le& fenfibly) that whereunto Qod fends it ; 
being always a favour of life unto lift to them, that bdieve^ or of death 
unto death to wilful unhdievers, according to the grand decree of ro«- 
d:tlonal eis^kion and reprobation. He that believeth, &c., JtaU be faved^ 
find he that btlteveth notJhaU be damnedm 

f There is an evangelical bcafting^ which St. Paul recommends tt 
others, and indulges himfw"; See the note, page 117. 
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haft n0t receivci/, roars like thander io the ears of 4 
/ivelj faith, and like lightning ftrikes dead thefAa^ 
ri/aic boa ft. 

(11) 1 i^Yi that faith is in the first place a mtrg 
receiver : this deferves attention. If we confider faith 
as a conduit-pipe, which at one end receives the troth 
and power of God, and at the other end refunds thofe 
living ftreams to water the garden of the Lord; we 
may with propriety compare that mother-grace to the 
pipe of a watering pot, which, at the internal, onfeea 
opening receives the water that is in the pot ; and at 
the external, vifible perforations returns it, and forms 
artificial (bowers over the drooping plants. Accord- 
in? to the do^rine of grace ^ maintained by the Soli- 
£dians, faith does nothing but r/rfrvf -the grace of 
God thro* Chrift ; and according to the dodrine of 
iv0rJbt maintained by the moralifts, faith is a mere ^^- 
Jiovuer: bat, according to the goijpel of Chrift, which 
embraces and connedts the two extremes of troth. 
Faith is ^rft an humble, pafiive recetvir, and then a 
chearful adlive 6eftinver : It receives grace and troth, ' 
and returns love and good works. In that refpedt it 
refembies the heart, which continually receives the 
blood from the veins, and returns it into the arteries. 
If the heart ceafes either to receive f or to return the 
blood (no matter which) its motion and our animal 
life are foon at an end : and if faith ceafes either to 
receive grace, or to return good works, its motion 
and its life foon terminate in fpiritual death, accord- 
ing to the do^lrine of St. James. If the Solifidians and 
moralifts candidly looked at faith in this rational and 
fcriptural light, they would foon embrace the whole 
gofpel, and one another. By coniidering /aith as a 
RECEIVER [ according to the firil gofpcl axiom ] 
Honeftus would avoid the pharijaic extreme ; and by 
viewing it as a bbstower, [according to the fecond 
gofpel-axiom] Zelotes would avoid the antinomian 
delufion ; and both would jointly recommend the 
humble, chearful, QonfiAtut paj/ivene/i ^nd ai^iviity of 
biblc^believeiB. 
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(12) I/avi nceivt the fwitnefs bfmen^ fays St. JoIhi, 
the nnittufi of Gtd it greater : for 9 under the chriiiitn 
dir(>^nration» this is the nuitmfs ofGod<, *whiehhe hath 
teftified of his Son :. He that heUentetk §n the SlotrofGod 
hath the teflimoHy in himfelf: btet he that heiieveth U9t 
God, hath MADE RIM A LiAit» hetoMfi hi heUeveth not 
the. record, that God gave 4fhis Son* Updn thefe awfal 
words I raife the following urgament. If a %^tt of 
abfolute doabt is quite annattfral: ^^if it is almofi: 
impoflible to keep the balance of onr jadgmenc ah- 
turned for one hoar» witb refpeft to edl- favin^ troths 
and damning lies : — if the llream of life, which hur- 
ries jOs along* calls us every moflMot to aftion :^— ^if 
we continnaSy do good or bad works ^^if good works 
certainly ipring from fariag faith, aftd bad works 
from deiftnidkiTe im^f/f)^/ ^- it ikepticks are cn\y4& 
in iiiviginatian,.theory» and profeflion :-^if oor da^fy 
co^nB demonilrates Wfaedier bur heart inclines mo'st 
to the lift of Satan» or to Hiii truths of God : -— and 
if the moment we praaiealfy rejeA God's truths, we 
embrace thfelies of the God of this world, and by that 
means take him for our God : *— if, I fay, this is the 
cafe, 7 what reafqnable man .can be forprized to hear 
dbf^mild Jefus fay. He that heUeitith not Jkedi he dantn- 
e,d^ciS^An there be a greater fin-« a fin more produc- 
tiy^ iff all iniquity^ and more -horrid, than to make 
the lying Devil. a gcSd, and the true God a liar ? Ne- 
veithelefs, dreadful to fay! this double crime is ac- 
tually committed by all, that make an a^ of wilful, 
p.rai^ticai unbelief; and the commiffion of it is indi- 
redly recommended by all thofe, who decry the doc- 
trine oifal'vatioH hy faith* 

Laftly : if our firfl parents fell by belikving the 
grofs liet told them by the Serpent ; is God unreafon- 
able to raife us by making us belibvb the great truths 
peculiar to our difpenfation, that the divine leaiven of 
ftncerity and truth may counterwork, and at laft expel 
the fatanic leaven of malice ^nd wickednefs f Who ever 
thought it abfurd in a phyiician to pro^wv^^ >^^^ 
remedy to the difeafc ; the atiX\dic^X!t va ^'^ y^\^^*^^ 
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And wltj fbould even ibe iocarnttion of the Son of 
God, appear a means too wonderfnl for an end ib 
inporxa^t ? If ApoilyoAt the Prince of darkneft, 
had malice cpovgJi to i^caraate himfelf, and aiTume 
the fbr9& t^fa/iirfe^ to. deiccive man ; why fitonkl not 
f/i4^S^^fi^ar.^^^.^w*rU» tbc 2iealiag antitype of the 
braa^^^rpentiJiCMPaift.'hisWclfairo, andaAVune the 
fof«kiff.:^'f»a9t t<kM^^nC::for9 nndeccive, and.reliore 
m^j^^yA^ ilYfh^ (bOttlA Ml the livin^TRvrH, /4# 
^«^> ^/ji^^wmimf kf%ik Hie proud, Ijiag Serpeqt's 
hea^d^with:his c^kiiia) ciob^ thshunide, bloody crofs ? 
In f^.^\^d» Why iko«ld it be' thought iacredible» that 
the^A of Q^ii whQ»L M'^nr Creator, ia far nore 
9cariy related to. «i| tlNit.onr natoral parenci, flioold 
ii?!iP. £r^«i^ufly. ilpopcd ^to^ as the kMmnk natnra tx> 
fedef# mj vfhMjSntW wai^tonly ftoojptd as low as 
^hf .^^^ JB^V'f'tD.Unipt oa I lOo the cootiaryyiis it 
not abfard tjO fuM)Qfe».thatiBeUilh» wantOAiBMlicfthas 
done JDDQK ,(o i^Uroyi than heavenly, crefatng love to 
fave the chiidren of nen? And is it Doriiighly lea^ 
ibnable .t9 believe, that an 4>perative faith- in divine 
truths, is;a$ powerful a means of obedience and- faU 
yatiottr as ^n operative /aids iniatanic liesJs'ofdil^ 
obe4ieqCQ.^nd daainatioiis ? Foe aiy part,: the mortal 
compare ilver^qniiine gofpeL with ih&nature of things, 
the inorel a^mifP' their harniOBy ^^ wondering equally 
at the . prejudices jof cboife haliy profeflors, who 
pour perpetual contempt upon reafon, to keep thir 
irrational opinions in countenance ; and at the unrea- 
fonablenefsof thofe pretended votaries of reafon, who 
fuppofe, that the dodlrtne of falVation by faith b in- 
ccmpatible with good fenfe. 

** But- [fays an 0bje6b>r] if unfeigned faith in the 
light-*-if a cordial Mitfofthe truth indrumentally 
turns uifrom the pswtr $f Satan to GoJ\ why have 
you publiihed polemical trads againft the Solifidi- 
ans, whofe favourite dodrine is, Belie'ue : — he that 
helii<vith hath e*verlafiing lift ? " 
Ans. By the preceding pages it is evident, that we 
do not differ from the Soliddiads when they preach 

/al*vattQn 
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jalvaiion hy faith in a rational and fcnptnrai manner. 
So ionig as they do this, we wijh thun gcod luck in tbe 
name -of the Lord ; and I once more offer them my 
defpifed pulpit to preach, that "W^arr/uved hy gwtM 
rkrv* faiths not 9/ ptrjehvut it is'th^gifi o/God^ pro- 
vided they will not oppofe this dodrhie to that kX- the 
apoftlelaid down, m tht' StriftitraF Effay,, Nay, I do 
more. . I poblidy return them ray Iraoere thanks for 
the bold iltnd they have, made ior fiufJkj when the 
floods of pharifaic nngodlineis lifted up their voice 
againft: that mothrr»grace, and threatned- to deAroy 
.bccwith all hcro&jmng'.i Bat alas I how><lear have 
. ihey i made ns ftfi fori that fenrite,' wttetT they have 
afOated; or iinnnated, thte troe faith ift iMKlmiffible, 
that it ttft iSverman heaii totally depr«»e^i that a 
malnfatfaieh'tian beigbod: whea hit 'anions ave bad, 
deteihtble, -diabolical i iu w^vordvthat'trae cbriftians 
may go aay-lengthiidaiui|iaMy.piangeinto adultery, 
mirrder, orincdtt, and ereo-piroceed to.tht open wor- 
(hipofdevili,- likd Sblomdh, without k>(in^ tbcir title 
to a throne. of glorywaoid their jiri&fyiBgi iaa^tifying, 
faving faith. i> . . n .. ■ *. i 

This'they have done^ in^itoppofitiott toouirl^rdfs 
dodriae : A goad tm Srimgetk mt firth^eamftfhu^ ; 
. neithet dttt. a crrmpt twi$ bring: forth g99dfrui$ i fbr 
every tree is knoHjon iy its'*ovfnfrmit% Lake vi. 43« -*- 
This they do dill,, in dirM contrariety to confciCBCC 
and experience, which agree to depofe, that as we 
bow-to M# Sfirit efTrmtkorxo the Spirit eferrer^ we 
become ntker ehildrem §f light or tkHdren ofdurknefp: 
—-And this, fome of t^em feem determined to do, to 
the (tumbling of the judiddos, the deceiving of thp 
fimpte, and the hardening of ihfidela; ootwithfland- 
ing oar xiith article, which ftrongly guards the doc- 
trine of faith againft their folifidian error. — *' Geod 
nvorks " [fays oar church in that truly anti-calviniftic 
article] "y<?" [at this prefent time] ^^ faring out \ 

O 2 NSGES- 



f Altho' gpod works fpnitt OKit ntcelfanl^ c& % U«imI^ ^"vi^ 
Uvely faith does not ncceff'arihf i^x\ja% vaX ^ wn Viaacx:^^ v V% 
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itECKssAitiLT cfa trvi and livily faith** [and confe- 
quently bad works, of a falfe and dead faith: ] " in 
*" Jh much that by them a livbly/' [and by bad works 
a dead] ^^faith.may ** [at this prelent time] ** be as 
" ruidintly hnwwttf as a tree is difcernedby the fruit** 

But* in the mean time, how do they evade the force 
of that article ? Why thns, David bears this year the 
frait of adultery, hypocrify, treachery, and marder, 
before all his kingoom : Laft year he bore the fruit of 
chaftity, fincerity, truth, and brotherly love. How- 
ever, according to tlie Crifpian dodrines of grace, 
David nttft be a /rcr of righteoafnefs now, as Dwch 
as when he bore the fruits of righteonfoefs. If this 
is not. the ca&, MnFalfome'sgofpelwill be faFfer: 
Now thit miift not be^ Thai gofpel mnft ftand.-^'^iBid t 
if it ^ands, our xiith article fslb to tbe-grdond.'^i^— 
Oh ! we can prop it op by faying, that tbo' a child of 
God, a treeof righteoD&efsyfluy irsou produce aduU 
tery, &c. &c« &c. yet he will certainly produce good 
fruit. again by mid\iy. , To tliis (alvo I anfwer, that 
The article has only two grand defigns : the one inrft- 
parably to connect a lt<vely faith and gocdl^M^iVx ; aiul 
(he ^thier* :tQ indicate the manner in which I may 
know whether 1 have a li'vely or a' dead faith. Now 
if I may have a U^vtiy faith while 1 commit adnltery, 
&C< &c. ^c. it evidently follows ; (i) That the necef- 
4^)> connejcioo between a Zrv#^ faith and^W works 

is 



ciplain this, aod to fecare the do^brine of liberty by one or t^o com- 
. parifens. When. the qtieea haii been pregnant a certain tinw, /he nf- 
. (tjariiy bore the prince of Wales \ but ihc did not necejfarily con- 
ceive him 5 for ihe gave her hsa^AJrufy to the king ; yea, and when 
fhe had conceived the prince, ihe might have prevented his birth by 
procuring abortion. — Again : Altho* a ihip is neceffarify influenced by 
the rud&, yet the rudder is not nectjarily influenced by the pilot. 
He is as free to move it to the left hand as to the right. Tliis com- 
parifon is the beA that occurs to my mind, and yet it is not entirely 
juil ; for, after all, a ihip being an inanimate thing follows the niutit^ 
of the rudder bv natural neceflity, but man being a mcralz^nt has no 
flbfobite confbaint laid upon him. The nece£ity by which good works 
fouow a lively fmtb, it then ratha a ftroa^ moral indif(>enfablenerij 
tli^ a aaura/iavlnciblc neceflity. 
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is totftlljr loft : (2) That utkUtry and murdgr may de* 
bote a U%xily faith as well as furity aod lovt : — • And 
(3) That our xiith article has not efen the worth of 
a nofe of waXy and may be barned with St. James's 
epiftle^ as an article '* of ftrawr" And yet theft gen« 
tlemen are the perfons, that reprcfent them/elves as 
the only fair fubfcribers to oar articksy and charge 
us with prevarication for taking the xviith article m 
connexion with the vith, the xiith, the xrith and 
the XXX I ft, as weH as with the latter part of that ar* 
tide itfelf, which demand that the eledion it fpeaks 
of, be underftood of comdiiionml eledion ! 

To return : Should the reader objedl, that * If 

* God had fufpended oor falvatioa upon o^t praQieal 

* biUtf ofthi truths he would have put fo conrpicuous 

* a bad^ upon the faving trnth peculiar to each dif- 
< penfatiouy that no body could nave miftaken it iot 
' error, enthuftafm, prieft-craft, or nonfenfe : ' I 
anfwer : 

(1) God having decreed to prove the loyalty and 
moral fagacity of his rational creatures» could not 
but place them in fuch circumftances» in which they 
might have an opportunity of exerting themfelves* If 
hares were chained at the doors of dogkennels, tvhat 
fagacity could hounds manifeft above maftives ? And 
if the deepeft truths always lay within the reach of 
the moft befotted fouls, what advantage would can • 
did diligent enquirers have over thofe, who wrap 
their minds in the veil of prejudice, and ftupidly 
compofe themfelves to ileep in the arms of ignorance 
and iloth ? 

(2) God will rt^ard us according to our works of 
faith ; bat if the truth were attended with an irrefifii' 
ble energy, if it ^^ut al'ways upon our minds as tran- 
fcendentiy. bright, as the dasaling fun does fometimes 
upon our faces, would God difplay his wifdom in r<- 
yarding us for confeffing it ? Did he, did any man in 
his feni^s ever ofter to reward us for believin^^ tK«x 
a bright luminary rules the day, viVl^h \\^ xrrvv^v^.^ 
glory overpowers our fight ? 

S3 VVi ^^ 
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(3) An atmofphere furroands the earth : a fecofl« 
dine wrapt the embryo : Rinds, hnflcs, and flielb de* 
fend all the froitt of the earth ; and why flioold not 
ifutht that heavenly fruitt be alfo preferved in a pro* 
per envelop? If the bottles that contain the oioft 
generoai wines are not only corked, but fealed ; why 
3iould it be thought ftrange, that faving trmth^ the 
jnoft powerful remedy and the richeft cordial in the 
world, Ihoald in general require what I beg leave to 
call MMC^rking f 

^4) Pearls are found in the bottom of the fea : Gofd 

and diamonds lie generally deep in the earth : We 

fink pits to a prodigious depth, only to come at the 

black mineral which we burn. Thoufands of men go 

as far as the Eaft and Weft Indies, to fill oar canifters 

with tea and fugar. Our meanefi tradefmen fip the 

dews of both hemifpheres at a breakfaft. The fweat 

of negroes and Tailors [might I not fay their hlood%XkA 

li<ves F] are fometimes poured out like water, to fecnre 

the fweets of our favourite decodioo. And yet it may 

be with a difl) of tea in our hand, and a gold ring on 

cur finger, we gravely complain that faving truth lies 

a great way ofif, and that God is unjuil in placing it 

in obfcure mines, which cannot be worked without 

ibme trouble and indullry* 

But (5) altho' no body can be ellabliihed in the 
truth without labouring for thi meat^ that endureth 
to fVirUjiing life \ yet God's terms of faivation are 
not fo hard as iome prejudiced people conceive. Nor 
do I fcruple to afiert, that if we could read the hearts 
of all men, we would fee, that for a time unbelievers 
take as much pains to txcludi the light of truth, as be- 
lievers do to ^welcome it ; and that wicked men work 
as intenfely [tho' not as intentionally] to make their 
reprobation and damnation certain, as good men do, 
to maki their calling and ele^ion fure : For, the <wicked 
isjnared in the V/okk af his own hands — the reivard 
cf HIS HAKD8jhallhegi*ven him : — the ivages c/'his 
j/^/r h diafhf and he frequently toils like a borie for bis 
HM^cs, iirwwing iniquity n/jith cords 0/ «uanit^>> ^.t^^ Jin. 
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nimg as with a cart roptf to hale \kim(t\( and otheri 
into t^e barning lake. 

From the preceding anfwers I conclude, that God, 
who makes the golden light of the fui^, and the filver 
light of the moon facceed each other, and who wifely 
tempers the blaze of a fammer's day by the mildnefs 
of the darry nighty with equal wifdom qualifies the 
blaze of the day oi truth by the mild obicurity of a 
night of probation % not only that the ^ais«/W truth 
may be more delightful at its return, bat alio, that 
there may be room left for zgintJe trial of our faith, 
and for the na/onabU rewardabltne/s of our works 
of faith. 



SECTION IX. 

Infbrencbs. 

(i) T V faith is fo clofeljr connedled with Truth ; 
X tre/ent falvation mi\k faith ; and eternal falva^ 
tion with the works of faith ; how injudicious are thofe 
gentlemen, who aUert, that principles are nothing ; 
and that it little matters what dodrines we hold, 
provided our anions are good 1 Alas ! if our leading 
principles are wrong* how can oar aflions be right f 
If we are men of no principles, or of ^^ principles, 
and do feemingly-good actions ; do we not do them 
from baJf pharifaical motives ? Even when fuch ac* 
tions appear good to man, who judges according to 
appearance ; are they not evil before the Searcher of 
hearts ? Are they not deteftable befbre the Examinator 
of principles ? Undoubtedly ; if they are pharifaical ; 
hypocrijy being the moft odious fort of iniquity, in the 
fight of him, who requires truth in the inward parts • 

(2) If the efFe6ls of Truth are fo wonderful ; and if 
the pure word of God is eflentially one with Truth ; 
how fatal is the miftake of the laymen, who flight the 
gofpel-word ! who liften to % ^^t^xc^ti >wvCcw\^V^ •^x.ww- 
tioa than they do to a pUy \ aud ^^Vo t^^^ x^^ ^'oxv^ 
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tures with Ms ea^ernefs than they do the newft-papers I 
And how culpable are thofe clergymen, who prrack 
the firft fermon they fet their hand apon ; without ex- 
amining whether it contains truth* or error^ era mix- 
ture of both — ac Icall, without confidering whether it 
is adapted to the capacity, and circamlUiBCes of their 
hearers ! 

(3) Can we decry prejudice too moch, if it ttnfits 
our fools for receiving the truth, as traih unfits onr 
llomachs for receiving proper food ? Should not a nar* 
row, bigoted fpirit, that colledls itfeif like an hedge- 
hog in Its own fancied orthodoxy, and bridles up af- 
fertions and invedives inftead of arguments, be firmly 
oppofed by every generous enquirer after Truth ? Can 
we deplore too much the cafe of thofe fanguine per« 
fons, who judge of the ilrength of their faith by the 
force of their prepofTeffion ; and who fancy, that an 
hundred plain fcriptures, and as many cogent argu* 
ments, have no weight, if they do not countenance 
their favourite fentiments, and mifunderHood feel- 
ings i And can we too warmly recommend a candid, 
fober, fearlefs turn of mind, which lays us open to 
information, and difpofes us publicly to efpoufe the 
canfe of Truth ; even when deHrudUon, threatens her^ 
and her defpifed adherents ? / 

(4) Charity rejoiceth /» M« Truth ; and M I /peak 
<wtth the tongues 0/ atrgelj, fays St. Paul, tfl hat/e not 
charity t i. e. if I do not rejoia in the trvth, whether 
it makes for or a^ainft my prejudices, I am btcome as 

founding brafs. Upon this footing, what can we fay 
of thofe warm moralifts, who, in their zeal for ivorks^ 
are ready to burn againfl the dodlrine of faith ? What, 
of thofe raih folifidians, who, in their zeal ioxfaithf 
are ready to lay down their life againfl the doc- 
trine of works ? Alas ! like St. Paul in the days of his 
ignorance, they court, and yet perfecute the Truth ; 
they embrace, and yet ftab the divine ftranger. Thefe 
falfe martyrs may give their body to be burnt for one 
truth againil another ; bat God will fay to them, Who 
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requind this at your hands ?. and they chexnfelves will 
fay, // pr§Jitith os notktJtg. 

(5) If there -are .various form5 in tha fchool of 
Troth, how. unreafohable is it to {^y, chat none have 
any acquaintance .with her, botifoch actare-jiii one of 
the.^highcft: forjnsi And if. the tempU of.Trath has 
▼ariaits-dii^ifions to 'whi(;b we advance, a& we. go. on 
fram faith t$'faitk ; .how cruel is it to coniign over to 
damnation the iincexe fouU« iwho iiave yet got no fat- 
ther. than the porch ! 

(6) ff -there are as vofLtef forts of religtoas truths, 
aa there are o£ noariihhig fpod i^ :.k6w irrational ' is it 
to defpife th6Ce ttoths^ which the apoille compares to 

. mr7i,> merdybecaofir t^f}{..are.not)the truths, which 
he calls ftrtug. mtat E'i On.; 1 die .o^er ;h«nd, if we 
caAnot yet receivb 'dictfcftrong truchs^ h^W-.rafh are 
we, if we reprefeat' them aa chaff' or poifoo ? And 
what mifchief ie donein the church of Chrift, by thofe 
who deal in palpable abfurdities, and in errors de- 
inon(lrate<Lto.^o£ a ilopifyinfi; ox iatoxicetiri^ na- 

irtnre ; ffpdcialiy> if ^hey. retail luch errors lo an inja- 

.diciott^, 'credeloorjfdpoiace^ aftder thfi.name of.rhh 
Aa^e^r.^nd .^(^AfittirrM* .1: .j r -..' ' ~- si • ».. 

■1 .1X7.) Jf divine 7>vM-ioiDNB^'tbrdM^ varioos ^apjjeju-- 
ances.; Rodifth ^gkt 9/ tU* right naiy who hoHs on 
his viKy^ Jhitiis mort amd tnoKi unta thi ptrftBday^\ wh^t 
(hall we fay of thofe prejudiced men^ who oppofe the 
Truth with all their might, merely becauie it does 
not come op to their falfe (landard,. lOr becaufe it ap- 
pears in a drefs, to which they are not accuAomed ? 
Did a Perfian everrefofe to admire, the rifing fun, be- 
caufe it was not the mtridian fun ; br laugh at it, as 
being an insignificant meteor, becaufe it rofe under, a 
cloud ? If Chrilt 19 not aihamed to call himfelf tht 
Light and tht Truths ihoold we be aihamed to confefs 
him in his loweft appearances ? Is there not fome re- 
fcmblance between Chrift natural and Chrift fpiri* 
tual? If Chrifl exalted at the right hand of God, is 
one with Chrifl transfigured on the mount— bl«.^<iW;^ 
on Calvary-^lj ing in the maTigl^i — ^oxl^tl^^^ -axiV^V 
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hCs embr/o» in the virgin's womb; may not the tfi- 
umphanc Truth, that Ihines like the fuD in tjie heart 
tfsL/as/in' in Chrift^ haw fome affinity with thfe fparic, 
-chat glows in the heart of an infant in -^ac^vmier 
the difpeniation'of Nooihr^ Onghcwe:tDigsvp np(die 
greaceii p»t of. our ncsghbduiAv is men t£ul''f^iiiMur 
kad \j[rmef^^ vtbea the fcriptnreexfiafilQrbdiBdnef, 
that theJU'oing grate t/H^ hms afffiM^M/ki^ miimm^ 
and tharChriiV fpiritnal ^4ii light rftht wtU^ that 
inlightens tvery man? Let mymcahF^eroda Ua)kl the 

■ yoang chil.d'^ \\(t\ iiat tl^9it,imaii Df .Qodf Iei{> (en: joy 
: like ' the unborat Baptlft^ ibcfiioe therladhand fiettbteft 
' appearaaree of th|r Lofd.3Xiiifte9d?ofK:ollfbgf it {hli-Mtf- 

"miokigrtitti*^ thidt-'lhonmia^ft: dleilijfliF*ifl^«ttxii^- 

ineiit ai''Atil0 2{MKk'#/&€hei!iQi ii aay^o^ttg^j^AUdu tUy 

^o«rh btenfty-bBdliMthe^htnttxxf aili thdtxre dooitittdtlMt. 

'(8} Ifiihq fiMi>lin6werfutdirplafi'of"Trifth (^prv^t 

^Itsif«tbl^ iTj^^eavatxe^, ttritboncf.eiter'^tui^ 

■ them f :hai«? mifiakett ilre'the mfln».Mri^o'wnl^Ie o^crn 
4IS tfat^Y^MMrtf/ d^d;rin^ of! the i»«/i«b/e/iyhr»jsa«ck>rlse 
»itft;d«^/rV4/' i<lt>6iMtiet roil the: .pUaffflut^tffihitivr m^ 

! havisjottct adbittdd^i timtrM^Ti^ere ^itlxmohody Gdrf, 
who makes a difference bdtw<en.tiMVj^|9gabdfithe.«h* 

• jtiAg^ can'4fV0'^i^iU(liir renebiMiti^ ^AtifcrUhi^^Jurn 
t antiioeDiani,.affd tHink;that stiniifrJwlioLaifta^lt^ dt- 
\tiA9t iita.n'eighboiir!9:¥fiferCaha£hialty be^'ii jmaji ajfur 

• Ocd*r 9iwn heart ^•^And when Ure h^ve been tatighc 

• onr -fecbnd^ grafliooKilcfibn ;: namely^ thdit ^ We ai'e 

• tniferable finnera ; *^ 'can we, without' le no imcing. this 

grincfpley iuppofe that we cah-beifavied aoiy other way 
ut by ^ covenant of graceandrntrcy i AUtty then, 
i for ever away with emtimunian and'j&4ar(4tirVds]a(jon«« 
« whicb are: buik'*nponthei'niinftofitl|efetwo capitial 
trmhs^' Gcd it Mj,^nd Man 'is ;fii^ui/ ^ • 

• . • ■ ■ • ■,'. ■■•>:••: '.'"i •• .Mf;t»- ,;• .^^■■. ' - . . . 
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S E C T i O N X. 
* An Addrefs to- Baptized Heat /if ns. 

HERE I wp^ld take leave of my readers ; but they 
have a 'confcience^ as well as reajon ; and there- 
fbtc'rbejg leave to addrefs the former of thofe pow- 
ers, as bluEftly as I have done the latter ; diverfify- 
ing my ^.xpp|^pl2itiof», according to the different cafes 
of the perlons, into whole hands providence may di- 
fcft thefefh^ts.' ^' 

I. if yd'p nJp-Tiot knake the bulk of my readers, I 
fear yOu make ^e^bolk of the nation , O ye that Re- 
gard i^eafuTre, ^^rofiri and honour, more than juHice, 
inercy, atld the fea'rJpf (Jddt^^e, that far from cm- 
braeihg divine Tru^h at -the liasard of your charaAer, 
fprciad abroad fcandaleu s uh^uths, to the ruin of other 
people's reputation: — Ye, ^o try to perfnade your-, 
felvet, t(ut r^li^ipn is nothing but; a tnonilrous com- 
pound of fiipbrmttbiri ii^th>6^(tn]( atid pri^fl^rafc ;— ^ 
Ye, who €2h''vro|l(fe^fe'la^^iPteifa^aii^^ or honefly 
wii^ontMepatnfd!remb'rfe7bi^ifakiog thro' Jf^romifes, 
oaths, aud'tnhfrititdnial'^'fsk^a^ental en^a<^^<ints, 
is if there w.er^dTutiire fta¥e, %o fupreme Jodg*; no 
day of retribut{bi&,*no divine 'la^enaAing^ that nuko- 
foe^er lo^eth^ or mdketh a liif /hall bi cuft into the Iqke 
of fire' \ ^0(f tXat the *witkei jhall be turned into- hell^ 
ivith ail the people that forgot God : — Ye are the pcr- 
fbns, that i- beg leave to call Baptized heathens. 
Bapttfmal water -was applied to your body, as a figure 
of the grace which purifies believing fouls. Ye re- 
ceived, and continue to bear a rAr^//iff name, that 
binds upon you the ftrorgeft obligations you can pof- 
(ibly be under, to partake ofChriJf^s holinefs, and to 
lead a fober, chriftian life : But how oppodte is your 
condttdi to that of Ckrift f Alas ! coufcientions hea^ 
thefts would difown you ; and fltall God own you ? 
Shall the fearchcr of heatts feij^tt ^q>» wmftTo\\<3> 
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in confjderation of your hypocrify ? WiJl you live and 
die with fuch a lie in y»ur right hand, and upon your 
forehead ? God forbid ! — If you have npt fold your* 
felves to the. father of deceits for ever ; pay yet fome 
attenttoD to j/atural^ meraif znd evoMgiUcal truths : they 
recommend themfelves to your fenfes, your rttSon, 
and your confcieoce* 

(i) Regard natural Truths. Earthly joys vanifli 
like dreams. Life flics like an arrow. Your friends or 
neighbours are daily feized by £icknefs» and dra£ged 
into eternity. Death comes to terminate yoor dela- 
fions, and fee his black feal upon your falfe lips, yoor 
wanton eyes, your rapacious hands, your loxarioos 
palate, your iinful, treacherous bread. E'^r long the 
king of terrors will fcrew you down in his hard couch, 
a coffin : he will convey you away iq his black car-^ 
riage, a hearfi :, he will confine you to his loatkiome 
dungeon, ^.'gr€pve'^ and there he will keep you in 
chains of darknefs and corroptionj till the trump of 
God fununon you toy'tf^^f*/. ..^.^ 

{^) And (ay not that the dodrine of a day o^judg^ 
uient is a fable. If you <lo« I appeal to m»ral Truths. 
Is there not an efiei^tiat difference betw^n (ruth and 
falfehood, between mercy and crnelty, between ho- 
nelly and villany ? Have yon, with- all the pains yoa 
have taken about it, been able to txi£e, from your 
breaft the law of unth and mercy, which the righte- 
ous God has deeply engraven there? Is there not 
fomething within you, that, bad as you are, forbids 
you to wifli yoa father dead, that you may have his 
eftate ; and your wife poifoned, that you may marry 
the woman you love ? If you fay, that thefe are only 
prejudices of education ; I aik. How come thefe pre- 
judices to be nniverfal ? Why are they th/amty even 
where the methods of education are mod contrary ? 
Why do they reign in the -v^ty countries, where there 
are neither tnagiji rates n^t pr lefts \ and where of courfe 
politicks and prieftcraft never bore the fway r If your 
confcience would condemn yoa for the above-men- 
tioned crimes ; how much more will God do it, who is 
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the Author and Judge of your confcience? Does not 
your good fenfe tell you, that, fo Aire as the wonder- 
ful machine of this world did not make^ and does 
not preiervie itfelf, there is a God, who made and pre* 
ferves it ? and that this God is potteffed of ten thou- 
fand times more truth, equity, impartiality, jnHice, 
and power, than all the righhous rulers in the world 
were ever endued with ? And, to fay nothing of the 
gracious checks, and fad forebodings of your guilty 
confcience ; does not your na/bn difcover, that as 
certain as this great God is pofleired of infinite wiA 
dona, power, and juftice ; and has given us a moral 
law, he will call us to an account for our breaches of 
it ; and that, as he does not in general do it in this 
world, he will infallibly do it in a future (late ? 

(3) If reafon and confcience thus lead you to reli- 
gion ; regard religious truths : They are fupported by 
fo great a variety of well-atteiled fadls, by fuch clouds 
of righteous witn^iTes, by fo many aftonifhing mira- 
cles, and accomplilbed prophecies— they fo perfedly 
agree with the glory of our Creator, the intcrefts of 
mankind, the laws of our nature, and the native deiire 
we have for immortality — they fo exadtly coincide with 
our prefent, as well as future happinefs ; that you 
cannot expofe your unreafonabienefs more, and do 
yourfelves a greater injury, than by rej^6ling them. 
What reafonabU objedion can ye make to thefe 
fcriptural diredtions ? Ceaft to do eviL Learn to do good. 
Speak the TKvru inhovii. Return to the Lord. Call upon 
his name. Say, " Grant to us in this world the know- 
ledge of thy Truth, and in the world to come life 
evcrlafting.*' Confefs yourfelves ilnners, great iin- 
ners : Spread this melancholv truth before the throne 
of divine mercy, — fpread it with tears of undifTem- 
bled repentance. Except you repent ^ you Jhall all per ijli : 
but, if youy^w in tears^ yo\ifiiail reap in joy. 

And fuppofe not, that I want to drive you to def- 
pair. On the contrary, I declare, that dangerous as 
your cafe is, it is not abfolutely de(yw2k.\R*'\^^^^^'^ 
oil ers you a remedy. Yott Via\e d^iVx. mOcwX^^'^'^*^"^ 
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dows, but you may yet embrace the eternal fubfiance. 
You have wounded the Truth; but Chrift, from whom 
you have the joame of chrifiian — Chridy who fays, / 
am the Truths has been wounded for you. You have 
crucified revealed Truth, and the Prince of life has 
been crucified in your place. I point you to his crofs^ 
and declare} n the name of unprejudiced reafon, that 
/ew hillories are fuppprted by fuch a variety cf in- 
difputable evidences, as the wonders that redeeming 
love wrought on Calvary for you. 

Let not the fcandalou^ falls of apollates, and the 
l)ad lives of hypocritical chrittians, frighten you from 
xhe gofpel. Irpinoral and unloving men, high as their 
pretenfio'ns to' faitb/niay be, are no more chriflians 
Chan you. SufTer not the difp.utes of profeiTors to keep 
you in infidelity ; for they prove the truth, and not 
the falfehood of chriftianity ; being exprefsly foretold 
A6ls xit, 30. I Cor. xi. 19. Jude iv. i Tim. iv. i. 
Nor itupidly wonder that the Serpent (bouid mofl: 
fpitefuUy bruife the heel of the Truth that mod pow- 
jerfully bruifes his head. Above all be candid ; be 
inquifitive ; apply to the fafher £/* /rj^^/j for direc- 
tion ; and his inviiible hand will condud you over 
x*very rock of oiFence, and lead you to the fure foun- 
dation, t/ie rod of ages i Mf Truth as it is in Je/us, 

How near is that Truth to you ! It always embraces 
Mercy, and Mercy now embraces you. Oh ! the 
length and breadth, the depth and height of redeem- 
ing mercy ! It fpares you to believe — to repent — to 
live. The arms of divine patience dill encircle your 
guilty ibul^ and bear up your mortal body above the 
terrors of the grave. Crying.as yowr fins are, the cries 
of your Saviour's blood a rf yet heard above them, 
provoking as your unbelief is, it has qot yet provoked 
jGod to fet upon you (he feal of abfolute reprobation. 
Unfpottcd Hoiinefs, glorious Majefty, flaming Power, 
jthundering Juftice, weeping Mercy, bleedinjg; Love — 
^11 the divine attributes join yet in a concert of grace 
)^ad truth. You are the obje^ of it ; and the burden 

of 
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of their terrifying, melting accents is, Turn ye^ turn 
ye : IVhy ^vill ye die, O hou/e of I/rael ? Why ihould 
imfuity be your ruin ? Turn ! for I have redeemed you. 
Turn ! and the fuond death fliall have no power over you. 
Turn I and you /hall have a crotun of life* 

Thus, my dear fellow- fin ners, and far more ear- 
ncftly than I can defcribe, Mercy and Truth exert 
themfelves in your behalf; waiting only ^ov your con- 
fent, to diffufe their divnne perfumes thro' your con- 
verted-fouls. This is the day of God* s povoer — Your 
gofpel-day — This is a day offalvation^ a day of the 
Ipirituat jubilee, a day of the year ofreleafe : Know it : 
improve it. Break your bonds : claim your liberty : 
change your fervice : fcorn to be the devil's drudges : 
becoi:«e the (ervants of the mod High. Regard nei- 
ther the huflcs, nor the grunts of the fwine : the he«v 
venly fcaft is before you. The Father of the prodigal 
fon runs to meet, to forgive, to welcome, to embrace 
you ; and to raife yoor doubting hearts, he bids me 
imprefs thefe gracious promifes upon your yielding 
breads. fTh^n the ^wicked man turneth away from his 
viickedne/s f and does that which is la^wful and right 
(and what is more lawful and right for An ners, than 
to repent, believe, and obey the gofpel) he fiiallfave 
his foul alive*^^Let tht ivicked forfake his ivay, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts ; and let him return unto 
the Lord, for he is merciful', and to our God, for he nuill 
ABUNDANTLY pardon, 

^ ^ ^ Hh ^ % 
SECTION Xt. 

An Addrefs to Chriflianixgd Jews. 

AND Ye, chriftianized [ews, will ye ftill be oiFend- 
ed at o\XT Jtncerely ^xtSiChxTig free grace to all our 
fellow-gentiles ? Will ye ftill ftop your eatsflkxxd^^ 
out, The children of Abraham^ the ttmfU of tKt LwA ore 
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hutr? Or, in other terms, Wc are the little flock nnef' 
/arilj coDtradiflingoifhed from the immenfe herd of 
ah/olute reprobates ? Will ye ftill aflert f " Reprobos 
*' ideo in hanc pravitatem addiAos, quia judo et io- 
'^ fcrntabili Dei judicio fufcitati funt at gloriam ejus 
•* fua damoatione illuftrandam :" ** That the repro- 
" hates are den^oted t9 nuickednefs^ hecaufe thro* thgjufi 
** and unfearchabU judgment ofCedt they wen raijtd up 
'• to Uluftrate his glory hy their damnation /* " — Will 
ye fiill add ? f *' Quos vero damoationi addicit, his 
** juftoqaidem et irreprenfibili, fed iDComprehenfibill 
*' ejus judicio, vitoe aditum prcecludi :" '' That hf 
*• God^s jufi and irreprehenfible^ tho^ intomprehenfible 
*' judgment y the way to life is blocked up for thofe^ nnhom 
*• he has devoted to damnation?*'* — Will ye never 
bluih to intimate ? f *' Quos ergo Deus prceterit, re- 
«( probat : neqae alia caufi, niii quod ab hoeredi- 
<< tate, quam nliis fuis proedeftinat, illos vult excla- 
•• derc.*' " Therefore thofe whom God pajjes by, he" rt* 
*« probates I for no other reaf on but this : hb will ex" 
•« etude them from the inheritance, tvhich he predefiinates 
*• for hisfons P **— Will ye ftill call ** blind," all wfjo 
think» that God is^«rfr/3y loving to every roan,^^ith-- 
•out easy exception in the day of falvation ? Will ye 
(till monopolize the light that enlightens e^vcrx mamt 
who comes into the world? Will ye ftill found the bot- 
tbmlefs abyfs of divine mercy with your (hort line, 
and judge of the Almighty's enlarged heart by the 
jiarrownefs of your own ? O learn to know the God 
of Love, the God of Truth, better. He is not willing 
that ANY JhBuld perijh^ but tiat hhh/hould come to re* 
pentance.'^He commands all men every 'where to repent : 
And he bids us account Us long'fuffertng, falvation ; 
afturing as, that the riches of his goodnejs, and forbear- 
ance, and long'fujering leadeth to repentance even thofe 
wretches, <u;£7, after their hardnefs and impenitent hearty 
treasure up unto themfelves lurath againji the day of 
ttjurath, and of his righteous judgment. 



f Thek thfw quotations are taVcrv ftotn (Utoin s infltttttes. third 
SooJt. Chip, 24, Sec, i4.--Cfaap. luStci-— CVv^^.i-V^^'i' ^^ 
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If yoa will not credit God's w»r^, pay at Icaft fome 
tegard to his oath. As I livb fays he, I have no 
^Uafurt in the death of the nuickedy hut thai he turn from 
Ms tvay and !i*ve. — Juft as if he faid: • By myfcif I 

* fwear, that I have abfolotely reprobated no man* 

* If any perifh, their deftru6lioti is of themfelves, and 

* not of mercilcfs decrees rttflily imputed to my fo- 

* vercjgBty. Free-agency in man, and not free-wrath 
^ in me, finks thofe, who make their conditional re* 

* jedlion aod reprobation fure by t"heir unneceffary 

* unbelief, and avoidable impenitency. Far from de- 

* lighting ahfolutely in the reprobation of any one fin- 
■ ner, 1 folemnly profeft, that I woald offer violence 

* to the liberty Of' the moil obftinate, and force them 

* all into heaven by the exertion of my omnipotence; 

* if my Troth as a Lawgiver, my Joftice as a Judge;, 

* my Veracity as the infpirer of my prophets, my 

* Wifdom as a Rewarder, and my Equity as a Pu* 

* niflier, did not abfolotely forbid it/ 

Come then, my prepofleiFed brethren, fhow your- 
felves the children of Abraham : return to the God of 
your Father — the God by whom all the families of 
the earth are bless tjr in the feed of Ahrsiham* Thinlc 
not that the Lord is only jealous of his fnpreme dO" 
minion ; nor make him gracdtfs and mercilefs towards 
couDtlefs myriads of reprobated infants to extol the 
grimfovereignty^ which your imagination has fet up, 

" Set not at odds heav*n's jarring attributes ; 
** Nor, with one excellence, another wound." 
«^llow God to be ''all o'er, confum^ate, abfolute^ 
** Firll-orb*d, in his whole round of rays complete,'* 

merciful in the day of falvation, and jufl in the day 
of judgment, to every individual of the human race. 
What can you poflibly object to a do^ine lb rational, 
fo fcriptural, fo worthy of God ? 

If you complain that we make the way to heaven 
too broad, I afk, Ought we not to reprefent it as broad 

T 3 
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as the fcriptom mike it? Do we make it wider 
t^an St. Peter *d> wkea truth and love mjide him 
diveft himfelf of his jewifli prejudices, and cry out 
with pleafing amaze : Of a trmth I pereeimh that G*/ 
ts n§ rf/fea$r •/ pirfims \ hmt in futry natUn hi thai 
feareth Aim^ unit nj^wkah rightnufii^i is acapted »/ 
Jiim? Or, do we make it NARROwaa than St. Paul, 
when he wrote, Ifyg Uhh M/tgr thefy/h, ytJkmU die : 
no adulterer, 6tc. hath a»y inheritance in the kingdom 
9/Gedf 

For yoor own credit do not afk : *' If all men may 
•* be faivd thro' Chrift, hy following the light of the 
*' goipel-difpeBfation, which they are ander, what 
** advantage hath the chriftian ? and what pro£t is 
'* there of baptifm and chriftianity ? " If yon m^ke 
foch an objeAion, yon (how yourfelves to be '* CHaisi- 
TiANizED jBws" indeed. The apoille has juft faid, 
If the uncircumcifevn i* e. if uncircumcifed heathens 
[ like Melchifedec or Job, Cornelius or the Canaani*- 
tifli woman} keep the right eeu/ne/s of the lofw according 
to their light, JhaU not their uncircumcijion be counted 
for circumcifiott P that is, fiiall they not be faved, a^ 
well as if they were circumcifed jews ? St. Paul faw, 
that the partial heart of the jews would take fright at 
his do^rlne ; and would flart an objiCflion, capable of 
demolifhine, if poflible, the impartiality of God, and 
the freeneis of the everlailing gofpel. He therefore 
produces this formidable objedlion thus : If the Gen- 
tiles may be faved by following their light* ixihat ad^ 
^vantage hath the Jenjo ? or m>hai profit is there ofcircum^ 
cifion f Rom, iii i. The anfwcr which he gives» (lops 
the month of all Jews, whether they live in London, 
Rome, or Jerufalem : The Jeius, fays he, [and much 
more the Chriftians] have much advantage every ivay, 
chiefly hecaufe that unto them ivere committed the oracles 
^fCcd, The Heathens have only the light of God's 
'ujorks^ the light of God's providence, the light of rea- 
/ofiy the light 0^ confcienccy and the light of that fav- 
ing grace i which hcu appeared to all men ^ teaching them 

to 
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f# l$'¥€/9heriyt 8iQ» and reproviog them when they do 
not. But the Jews, [to fay nothing of the light of /r«« 
JiitiMt which 18 far brighter among them, than amoag 
tht He|^hei»s] over and above i)\i9 Ji've^foU light, 
Irave the light of the M teftament; and Chrillians, 
the light of the nfocr. 

Come then, my prejadiced brethren, let St. Paui'g 
anfwer fatisfy you. Get from under your parched 
gottrd of reprobation : Let net jour eye he evil, becauje 
God is good \ nor fret, like Jonah, becaufe the Father 
of mercies extends his compaiOoo, even to all the 
humbled Heathens in the great city of Niniveh. As 
the eleSofGod^ put om ho^votls of mercy t and ihow your- 
felvei the genuine children of him, who /j lowug to 
4'oery maUf and •vahofe mercy is over all his *works : So 
ihall your miftakei no longer firaitea your minds, 
four your tempers, and flint yo^t hearts againft your 
*' nojfele^ed** neighbours. 

And foppoiin^ you are of the happy few, in whofe 
fouls the impartial grace of God o^er-ruies the ordi« 
nary confequences of your partial do^rines : -^ Sup- 
pofing yoo are loving to every man^ and have more 
bowels of mercy than the Cod whoj& yo« extol : — 
Sappofing you are truk to all men, and furpafs ru 
Jincerity the God whom you recommend, who c^ls 
all men every tokere t» repenty and all the day kmg 
itretches oat his hands in token of his compaffionate 
love to people* oa whom he abfolutely £xed his im- 
mortal hatred before the foundation of 'the world :— « 
Suppoiing, I (ay, yon have the happinefs of being fo 
much better than your principles, fo much holier 
than the God of your opiiciONa. [Note: I (sty not 
the God of yoMT. aALVATiow] — Yet> by renouncing 
thofe opinions i you will no longer countenance anti- 
nofflrairifm, deceive the fimple, contradi^ yourfelves, 
fhock moralills, and render chrifUanity contemptible 
in the ejxs of all, that confound it with your doctrines 
Q^ forcible grace to hundreds, and offorcihle wrath to 
thoufaads. 
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f. Should you countenance yovir jewijk notions bf 
faying, •• We are Chrtfiians : we have nothing to do 
with the heathens ;*' 1 anfwer: (i) You hare far too 
much to do with them, when, by the ** do^rine of 
grace/' which you fo zealoufly inculcate, yoil iW/- 
re^Iy fend them, one and all, to the pit ; unlefs they 
are brought under the rAr(^/0«r difpenfation. («) You 
renounce the Church of England, if you difregard 
them : for on good-friday {the day on which Chrift 
ra^tii death for e*very man] (he enjoins us to pray thin 
ft>r them : •* O merciful God, who hatefl nothing that 
*^ thou had made, nor wouidefl the death oi afiwmr^ 
'^ but RATH BR that he (hould be converted and live, 
have mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Infidels, and 
Hereticks," (3) You indirectly facrifice the feel- 
ings of hamanity, and the honour of God's perfee* 
tions to your unibriptural dodrine of grace, when 
you embrace the horrid idea of the enfnred damnation 
of the Heathens, for the injudicious p leaf u re of fay- 
ing, "Why me! Why me!'* and of teaching the 
** poor [reprobated] creatures," while they fink into 
the bottomlefs pit, to fay, *• Why mc ! Why me ! '* 
—A dreadful Why me this, which is not kfs offeniive 
to God's juilice, impartiality, goodnel^, and truth ; 
than YOUR Why me is odious to his wifdom, equity, 
veracity, and holinefs. (4} If Cain was culpable for 
intimating, that he had nothing to do with his bro* 
ther, when he had juft knocked him on the head ; 
are they praife-worthy, who enjoy with peculiar de- 
light, and recommend with uncommon glee, *^ doc- 
trines of grace" [fo called] which abfolutely fix the 
itnavoidabie damnation of perhaps as many millions 
of their unborn fellow-creatures, as Abel had hairs 

upon 

*)- Should the perfons, whom I now addrefs, fay, that I fal£fy 
my fubfcriptions to the i8th article of our church, by aflerting that 
even the heathens, who fear God and work righteoufnefs by the 
general light of Chrift 's grace, are accepted thro* Chrift* s tmknvum 
merits j I refer them to the 57th and 5Xth pages of the Vindication 
of Mr. WeiJey's Mingles, where that objcdron is anfwercd. 
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upon Ihs head ? And do they mend the matter, \^ hen, 
to vindicate their fevere opinions, they calmly wipe 
their mouth, and fay, " We have nothing to do with 
the Heathens : " That is, in plain Engliih, '* Our 
orthodoxy demands, that they fhould inevitably pe« 
riih, if they do not explicitly believe in Chriil cruci- 
fied of whom they never heard : nor do we care what 
becomes of them. Let them fink^ provided our doc* 
trines of grace Aandt'' 

O my dear brethren, my heart is enlarged towards 
you, tho' your's is ilraitened towards the HeathecSy 
and thofe, who do not cngrofs the light of the funof 
righteou/ite/s* Suffer the word of expoHulation one 
moment more. Do not yo« detefl the charaiter of a 
fliff pharifee ? I know you do» in the circumcifed pro- 
geny : And why ihould you admire it in the baptised 
race ? I am perfuaded, that you abhor the damnatory 
bull of thole felf-eleded men of old, who, from the 
height of their conceited orthodoxy, looked down 
upon their neighbours, and faid, *' This p£opU ynYiO 
knonueth not *' [what WB call] •* fhe laiv, art cur/edJ** 
And will you exemplify their uncharitable pofitive* 
nefs by indirectly faying. This feophy thefe myriads 
of men, nvho inow 00/ [what we call] the gospel, 
are cur/edF Will ye turn chrilUanlzed pharifees, to 
countenance abandoned antinomians ? — No : the 
{park of candor in your breaft is flirred, and almoil 
(ets fire to your prejudices. You are daggered, you 
are ready to yield to the force of Truth ; fome of you 
would do it even now, if you were not afraid, that 
OUR doctrine o£ free graa obfcures the chriflian dif- 
penfation, and encourages the pernicious delufton of 
ANTicHRisTiAN MORALISTS. To coBvince you, 
that your fear is groundlefs^ permit me to expodulaie 
with them before you. 

SEC. 
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SECTION xir. 

An Addrefs to antichrtftian Moralifis^ 

MORAL MEN, who ridicule the chriftian faith ; 
you fuppofe, that your honeiiy counterbalaAces 
yonr iiji8» which, by afoft name, yoo cMfoihhs ; and 
for which you hope, that God will never puniih you 
with hell-torments. I do not defire to make the word 
]Qf things. I wifli, you were as good as you fancy 
yoarffelves to be. I wilh, you may have been as exadl 
in all the branches of your duty as you pretend- 1 
would rejoice, if the law of refpedlful obedience to 
.Y9urfaperiors,.of courteous love to your equals, and of 
brotherly- kindaefs to your inferiors had always been 
fulfilled in your words and actions, in your looks and 
tempers, I am ready to congratulate you, if in all cafes 
.ye nave done to your />/A<uf'cr/a/tfr//, exactly as ye 
would be done by ; and never plunged once into the 
gulph of intemperance : But permit me to a(k ; If 
you have fellvw-crtatuus^ have you not a Creator ? 
And if you have a Creator, do not reafon, and confci« 
ence> command yt^^ to render to him warm gratitude, 
chearfiil praife, humble adoration, and conftant obe- 
dience. %ut have ye done this one year, one month, 
one day, one hour in all your life ? 

Altho' ye are fo ready to make us underhand, that 
ye are not as other men, adulterers, unjuft, unchari- 
table, hypocrites, &c. are ye entirely fatis£ed with 
your own goodnefs ? Nay, if ever you looked into the 
ferfed Iww of liberty, and fearched your breafls with 
the candle of the Lord, can you fay, before the omni- 
fcient Searcher of hearts and fpirits, that there is one 
of the commandments which you never broke in its 
fpiritual meaning? 

If upon fecond thoughts ye cannot acquit your- 
felves : and if God's dignity as a Creator, his veracity 
as £ Lawgi\tr, his wifdom as a Governor, his juflice 
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as a Judge, his hoiinefs as a God, forbid him to hold 
theguiity guiltlefs ; or to forgive tJbem in a manner in- 
contillenc with any one of his infinite perfedions; are 
ye wife to defpife an Advocate with Him — a divine 
Prophet — an atoning Mediator ? Is it prudent in you 
to T\xtkfrom the city of refuge, to which you (hould fly 
with unabated fwiftnefs ? Do ye ati a reafonable pare 
when ye ihelcer under the difpenfation of the lieathens, 
from the bleifings that purfue, and from the light 
that furrounds you, in this chri(!ian land ? Jf I may 
allude to the myflerious divifions of Solomon's tem- 
ple ; will ye obllinately remain in the court of the Gen-' 
tiles^ when you are gracioufly invited to enter into 
the holy place^ with iincere Jews ; yea, into the holy of 
hoUesy with true Chrifiians ? Think ye, that, bccaofe 
righteous Heathens are faved without the explicit 
knowledge of Chrift, ye may be faved upon jheir 
plan ? If ye do, may the following remarks help you 
to fee the unreafonablefs of this conclufion ! 

(i) Not to repeat the hints already given to haftized 
Heathens I I a(k : Is not a grain oijtftcere love to truth, 
the very beginning of a true converiion ? Is that man 
2ifincere lover of light, who runs away from the light 
of the fun and moon, under pretence that he has the 
light of a ftar ? Do thofe peoplc^wr^rf/v love money, 
who, when they are preiented \4\^ gold ^nA Jtl^ver^ 
throw it back to the fac% of their benefador, becaufe 
they have fome bra/s ? And is that moralift 9. Jincere 
lover of truth, who con tempt uou fly rej efts tht Jtlnfer 
truths of the jewilh difpenfation, and the golden truths 
of the chriflian gofpel, under pretence that he is an 
adept in ** the religion of nature, " and has, what I 
beg leave to call* the hra/s of heathenifm ? 

(2) Ye talk much of the religion of nature : But, 
fliould ye not dillinguifli between the religion natural 
to man in his unfalUn (late, and that which is natural 
to him in his ftdlen condition ? Is not the regimen, 
which is natural to the healthy, unnatural and fre- 
quently deflruAive to the fick ? If upright, innocent 
man needed not a fpiriiual ^b^&c\wi, ^^^^\\VJ^w<« 
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that depraved, guilty man can do without otte ? Docs 
not heatheniTm allo^ the fall and degeneracy of man ? 
Have not fome of the wifelt pagans leen, tho' darkly, 
the need both of a mediator, and of a propitiatory fa- 
crifice ? Do ye think it prudent, fo to depend upon 
VOMX f elf -right ecu fnefs^ as to trample under foot the 
jewiih and chriflian revelation, together with the dif- 
coveries of confiderate Heathens ? Does your wfdom 
fhow itfelf to advantage, when it thus makes you fink 
below heathenifm itielf ? 

(5) No adult Heathen was ever fared without the 
repentance of the contrite publican. *' I am a guilty^ 
helplefs iinner, totally undone, if the mercy of him 
that made me, does not extend itfelf to me : Great 
Author of my exiilence, pity, pardon, and fave me 
for thy mercy's fake." Now, if ye were brought to 
this genuine repentance^ would ye defpife the light 
of revelation, that recommends it, and leads on to 
farther attainments ? Think ye, that thofe, who^ir- 
ctrely rejoice in the dawn of day, will readily decry 
morning light ? Is it not therefore much to 6e feared » 
that pharifaifm and impenitency, fland in your way 
to chriilianity, more than a miHaken refpedt for rea- 
fon and truth ? Nay, does not reafon bid you aflent to 
well-attefled matter of fa£t ? And are not the jewifii 
and chriftian revelations fo infeparably connected with 
notorious events, that it is'lefs abfurd to doubt the 
exploits of Alexander and Caefar, than to difbelieve 
the miracles of Mofes and Jefus Chrift ? 

(4) The Heathens, who were faved without the ex- 
plicit knowledge of Chrift, far from defpijtng it as you 
^o^ implicitly defired it ; and thofe, that were bleffed 
with a ray of it, rejoiced in it like Abraham. That 
precious knowledge is offered to you ; and, fiiocking 
to fay ! you rejcft it ! you make fport with it ! you 
pafs jefts upon it ! you call it impofture F enthufiafm ! 
— Oh ! how much more tolerahlt will it be for pha- 
rifaic Heathens ; yea, for Chorazin and Bechfaida in 
the day of judgment, than for yon, if you die under 
fo htai an error ! And how can ye flatter yourfelves. 



( ai7 ) 

that becaufe righteous Heathens^ who have but om 
talent, ihall be faved id the faithful improvement of 
it ; yooy who bave/afr» (hall be faved, tno* you bury 
four of them ? 

<< Oh ! bot I, for oae,.improve the^^ .* I am mo" 
ral.**''-'G<A forbid, I (hottld difcoantenance morality! 
I.yaltt^ it neyt to pi^ty : nay, trui morality is the fe- 
cond branch of troe piety. Neverthelefi, this you 
inoft permit me to fays Your morality hatk either 
pride« impenitency, and hypocrify at the bottom ; or 
bumility* fincerity, and truth. If it is the former ; 
your morality, like Jonah's gourd has a worm at its 
root. When the fun of temptadon fliall (hint warmly 
upon youf or when death mall lay his cold hand upon 
yon% youf.mbrality will wither, and afford you nei- 
ther ftftiy, nor comfort: But, if it has Sincerity, and 
truth jat the bottom ; and if you are ftiithfal; your 
little light will Jncreafe, the clouds raifed by your 
prejudices will break, and you ihall fn the glory of 
GoJ JhiuiHg in thi face tfjefus Chriftf becaufe, like 
Saul of Tarfus, you do not oppofe the truth malici- 
oufly, but ipiorantly in unMief. And Oh i may thefe 
paces convey to yod. the accents of that Tfuth^ which 
Jhall make you free I arid may the gracious voice, which 
formerly thuodered in the ears of the great jewiQi 
rooraltil, th^ fierce oppofer of the chriftian gofpel, 
Saul I Saulf inky perfecuteftjhou me f — May that voice, 
1 fay, whifper to. each of you, <* Honeftos ! HoneftusI 
why negledlell thou me} lam Jtfus whom thouperfe^ 
cut f ft — Jefus, who yet adl a mediator'^ part between 
my righteous Father and thy felf-righteous foul. // is 
hard for thee to kick againfl the prickt of my truth, and 
the llings of ;thy confcience.p— I am a fun of righteouf* 
neCs and truth : Wrap thyfelf in unbelief no more : let 
the beams of my grace penetrate thy prejudiced foul, 
and kindle rexieeoiing 4ove in thy frozen breafl. Nor 
fcice me by an ohfiinate Kndfiual denial of me before 
men, to fulfil upon thee the moft terrible of all my 
threatnings by denying thee alfo hefhre my Father and 
his angels ; for, if yb^ to whom m^ ^o^^ \% ^>a\An. 
preached, ielieve not that I am he, :»e JKalt dVt i* yj^ 
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SECTION xin. 

An Addrefi t9 a Ptnitent Mourner, 

THOUcknied ihatjoviog Rcsdecmcr do longer, 
O thQQpcQr»!ifou.RN.iNG P8KITBNT4 who art 
ready to fink tindenthetbarden of thy fins.^ittd toAgeft 
to End reft for nby djiog foiiL The Lcrd, who pro- 
nounces thee tl^edt fays^ Cunfor^ yt^ comftri J># my 
mourning pnfle. — Ry nvhom /hall I fomfort the / — 
Oh ! that it were l>y znel Oh ! that I were fo happy 
9l% to. . adxniniAer .one*, dcop .of gofpel-cocdial xo thy 
fainting (pirit! !Tiho' »l:am lefs than the If aft of my 
.Lord'« fervantSy :he fends ihee by me a Bei$amin*6 
portion : Be not above accepting it. Thou^h^ hon^ 
h\y receii'ed the nveftwding truths of the gofpel } why 
Ihopldeft thou obftinatcly reje£l the healimg ooies ? 
Thou haft eaten the bitter herbs of repentance : }iea, 
thou feedeft.upon them daily, and preferred them to 
dli the fweets of iln : Why then, Oh I why (hould thy 
heart rife againft the £e(h and blood of the true pai- 
/chal Launbl :Why /houldeft. thou ftarve» when all 
things are now rjadyf Whyiftiouldeft thou not believe 
^he wh^U truth, as well Jis ene fare of ki WiW tie 
fword ef God^s grace be more true ten years hence, 
<tb^n it li now ? 1$ not Chrijl the fame yefterdayj t^ day. 
And for e*ver ? If thy dull belt ending in God has already 
iaved thee from thy vain converiation, and thy out- 
ward fins ; how much more will a chearful hilie'uing 
in the Lordjefus^ fave thee into chrillian righteoui- 
nefs, peace, and joy in -the Holy Ghoft ! 

Do not hepn to snake excufe and lay, ^' I muft not 
believe the joyous truths of the gofpel, till they are 
firjl powerfully applied to my foul.** It is. right, s^xy 
right for thee, /or all, never to reft (hort of fuch 'an 
application. But how art thou to wait for it ? In the 
May of duty ? or out of it ? Surely in the way of duty. 
And is it not thy duty, no longer to make God a liar P 

U 
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Is it DOt thy bounden duty, as h is thy glorSoiTs 
privilcdge, to ftt thy feal; as thou' canft, to the word 
of God*s^r^f^,' a» i^e!l as to the declaration of his 
JuJticiP Docs he not charge thee • to' beli^vi [ tho* 
it (hould be im hope a^infthopil the reviving rec^rd^ 
iwhich kt.hasgi'ven of his Sdn f Is riot Mij the record: 
Thai God has given to us eternal life ^ and this life is in 
•his Sou P^^Th2X to as many as receive ^/;to— that is, to 
as many as believe, on his namcy he gives povuer to become 
^the fins \cf 'Gw/Z'r- That God commendeth his love to* 
vvards Usiih ihiit vjhen-vre'Vjere yet Rnners^ Chrift died 
for us ** men, and fpr oqr falvatibn "7 ^— That his 
bloody 'thro* faith on oof j5arr; cleanfeth from all fin f 
-^^-That ii^ 'Vdas delivered for tmr offences^ and rq/e again 
for dur jufiif cation f — And that he even now maketh 
interceffion for us i bearing us out of hell in the arms 
of his mercy ; and dravjing ad men to him, vihojufti* 
fieth the ungodly ^ that renouiice their ungodliuefs as 
tboti haft done, SLtd believe inj^efus as I want thee 
ta do ? 

If it \i a /dying nnorthyof all men to le recei'Oed, that 
Chrift Jefus came into the njoorld tofave even the chief 
offinnerst upon gofpel terms ; he undoubtedly came 
to fave me and thee. Do not thou then foolifhly ex* 
communicate thyfelf from redeeming love. Away 
with thy unchriftian, difcouraging notions about ab* 
i'olute reprobation, proeterition, non-ele6tion, &c. &c« 
Doubt not but thou art coKO'lTXONALi.T eledted, thst 
is, chofen in Christ to eternal fstlvation ; yea pecu- 
liarly chofen of God explicitly to believe in that 
Juft one, who gave himfelf a ranfomfor a//, and by his 
one oblation of himfelf once ofFered, made a full, 
perfe^, and fuiHcient facrifice, oblation, and fatisfac- 
tion for theiinsof the whole world. ^^Believe then 
thy ele^ion, and that of God. — As certain as Chpfl hung 
upon the crofs, fle(h of thy fle(h and bone of thy bone, 
thou art chofen to MrnaX falvation rnKo\faa&if cation 
ofthefpirit^ and belief of tht truth. Wilt t|iou then be 
powerfully faved here, and eternally faved hereafter i 
Only make thy calling and eUSlion fwrt^ x'vi^^ ^k^^- 
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TiFiCATiOM rf thi fpirit ; and mzke/aM^tficathM of 
thi fpirit /writ THito' bklibf oftht truth. 

Believe, as well as thou can&^.tbis comforcable, 
this fandllfyiDg troth, Qodfo lovti thk world, thfU 
he ga'Vt his aw itgotftn Soa^ that whosoky^r htlie'v 
tth ea him^ Jmtdd tui ftri/h, iui hofvi gvtrlafiiit^ lift. 
Be not afraid to conclude, upon the divine record t 
chat God loves thte^ that Chrij^ g»v» him/elf for this, 
and that the Holy Ghoft will glorionfly witnefs the 
Saviour's love to thy foul. And calmly, yet eaxneftlj 
wait for a divine token^ and an abiding f^nfe of this 
love upon thy heart. 

But, I repeat it^ wait in faith :-r-waitt believing 
the truth : — - wait^ doing thf work ; and Chrift will 
furely finiih his own : He will>2i<z;# thee to ihg uuormoftt 
from fin and hell^ into holinefs and heaven. Remem- 
ber, that as he once bled for thee, fo he now vuophtth 
in thit both to fwiUiutd to do* ^^ Up then, and bo dung. 
Work out thj onun fal'uation with fear amd tremhiiimii 
Thou canft never do God's part, and he 'will never do 
thiat : Do not exped it ; nor let the fong of <* finiihed 
falvation " make thee conclude, that thou halt nor- 
thing to do. Bven J. Bunyan, in his *' Htawithfoot' 
man** cries out to the flothful, " If thou wilt havo 
keavtu^ thou muA run for it*** And if thou dofl not 
believe him, believe the cbriftians of the Lock-chapel, 
and of the Tabernacle, who, when they do jufiice to 
the fecond goipel-axiom, agree to ** complain pf/piri* 
tual Jloth^^ in the following hymn : . .. 

•* Our drowfy powVs, why fleep ye fo ? 

Awake, eoLQhfuggiJk foul. 
Nothing has half thy work to do^ 

Yet nothing 's half (b du!U 

The little ants, for one poor grain. 

Labour t and tug^ wAftrt^e\ 
Yet we, who have a hean/en to obtain ^ 

How negligent we live i 

Wcp for whom- God the Son came down. 
And laboured for out good •, iVv^ ^ 
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How carelefs to secure that troiviif- 
He purchas'd with his blood ! 

Lord, (hall we lie (b fluggifh ililU 

And never aSi our Parts ! 
Come, holy Dove, from th* heavenly hill. 

And fit, and' warii our hearts.'' 

The God of truth will warm thy lieart in a ratio- 
Aal manner, by the truths which is the divine cordial 
generally ufed by the Comforter for' that parpofe. 
ThoQ mud therefore take that cordial firft. If thou 
art £/* little faiths there is no need that thou Ihouldfl 
be oilitth,/en/e alfb. ^om% ab/urdly refufe to believe 
the gofpel till they can feel it, if I may fo fpeak, 
with. their finger and thumb : fo grofs, fo carnal are 
their ideas of truth ! And others think it their duty 
juit to look at, or hear about the gofpel fealt; fupinely 
waiting till all its rich bleflings are forcibly thrud into 
their hearts, or at leall conveyed there, without any 
endeavour of their own. ** When the truth fhall 
be powerfully applied to^ my fool, fays a modern 
Thomas, I will believe, and not before : " Avoid this 
comnion midakel If thou wert invited' to a fead, and 
one. faid. You mud not eat this rich food, unlefs it is 
frji powerfully applied to your domacb ;" \youldd thou 
not reply, that thou mud /fr/? eat it, in order to fuch 
an application ? Be as wi(e in fpirituals ; and remem* 
ber that the way of relifhing the go/pel, and feeling 
it to be the fowu€r of God unto fal'uation^ is a^ually to 
believe it as wecan>. till the /fir it of truth makes us 
feel its /»// efficacy;* ; .; 

To eat or drink fprifftually, arid to helie<ve or receive 
the truth, are gofpel- terms of the fame import. Come 
then, leave all thy cxcufes to thofe, who have learned 
the lefFons qi 'voluntary ^ Zvtztomt humility. If the king 
offered thee a prefent, would it not be impertinent to 
make him ftretch out bis hand for one hour, under 
pretence that thou art not ye^ wosthy of his bounty ? 
And thinked thou, that a fimilar condufl is nQtKv<^\\^ 
provoking to the King of kWgt V "Oq^^ V^ w^\ v^^- 

\3 3 ^^-^^^ 
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pltin, I CMlhJandfi rtfyfid :'^1 Jlsnd M thi duor and 
knack : '^ I am wtt with tht dtw of the might : — All 
the day Umg have Ifireiched my hamds to id& tod ftar- 
^y ^Sg^rs--- yea* to a fM/ajfing and difehedient peo- 
pie f Come tbeny know thy diftance : know thy place : 
know thy God : fend thy abford ceremonioafaefs back 
CO Geneva : crucify thy guilty fears on Calvary ; and 
make the bed of thy way to Sion, the mountain where 
Ged has made unf all people a feaft of fat things ^ a 
feaft of mrimeSf of fat things full ofmarrovt^ ofnuines 
'Will refined^ 

There is roomt fays the Lord : beat down their on- 
belief with the new thrajhing injtrument that hath 
teeth i bind their fouU with all the cords of divine isnd 
brotherly love ; draw them with the bands of a man, 
with arguments, threatnings, promifes, expollaUtions^ 
Ac* cosafel them to come in. There is balm enough in 
Gtlead, bread enough in mv houfe, love enough in 
my heart, blood enough in the fountain that my Son 
has opened for fin, grace enough in the*river that 
f!ow9 from my thrOne, truth enough in the gofpel of 
xny grace, to heal, nouriih, delight, tranfport a world 
of prodigal fbns and daughters* And is there not 
enough for thee^ who fearefi God? for thee, to whom 
the ivord of this chriiiian, this great falvation is font ? 
Did not Chrift himfelf break the bread of confolation 
for thee, when he faid, TakOf eat^ this is nry hody^ ivhich 
is broken for you ? Did he not offer thee the cup of 
falvation, when he added. This is the cup of the stew 
tejiament in my blood Jhed for the remiffion of fins ; dtink 

ALL ofitt and carry it into all nations — preach it, 
offer it, to e'very creature, I bttng thee this bread; it 
came donnn from heaven to give life to the nvorld ; it 
was farely confecrated in Gethfemane, and broken on 
Calvary for thee, man ^ for thee, ivoman, and for 
THY falvation. Oh ! if the fragments of perifhing, 
barley-bread were fo to be gathered, that none of them 
might be loff ; with what thankfulnefs fhouldil thou 
receive the morfel, wjiich I ftl before thee! With 
whatAuffger after righttwikefi fticuldll thou fcall u])on 
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it I How (houldft thou try to relidi tvery crumb, every 
particle of rofpel- truth — of M/ meat that tndunth /• 
i^Hfia/iing life '-^ of the 'word of the Lord^ that abidelh 
for ftnt. 

Wonder at our Lord's condefcenfion. Lefl thou 
fiiottldft think, that the. word of his fervants is infig* 
Htficanty when it is the word of truth ; he prtr^s par<< 
ttCoUrly fT them^ that Jhall htlie*vi •» him thro* their 
*W9rd ; and he afks, Hovu is it that ye do not difcern 
this time of love I Yea% andnnhy even of your/elves judge 
ye ttot what is rights and make for your peace ? — O 
^>9 that have no moneyt comet bwy and eat ivine and 
fAilk ; yea eat and drink abutidantfyf O heloved^ avithout 
memey emd without price, Hkarksn diligently unto me : 
£at jr/ that vohick is good: Let your foul delight itfelf 
infatuefsi in the ricKeft gofpei* truths. lFhofoe*uer willf 
let him come and take of the bread and water of Irfe 
freely* Thus the Water and the Bloody the Spirit and 
the Word fweetly agree to invite thee, to chide thy de» 
Jays, to bid X^tt come and wekome toChrift, and to 
all the unfettrckahle richtt of his grace. 

]f thou fefufefi this drop ot gofpel-cordial, thi» 
crumb of the bredd of life ; or if, after a faint attempt 
to uke it, thoii fiakell battk into- thy ilnpid nnbelief, 
I beg leave to enquire into the reafon. (i) Is it tho 
hour and tht pomotr of darkstefs ? Is thy mind fo con* 
fufed> and thy heart lo didra^ed, that in this moment 
thou canft neither coaiider, nor welcome the truth ? la 
this cafe, wait groaning : If thou canft not wait in hope 
helieving againft hope^ endeavour atleaft not to yield to 
defpair. This ftorm will foon blow over ; the time of 
refrejhing nnill come ; and the Lord, who permits thee 
to hare fello\y.fiup with him in Gethfemane, will foon 
enable thee to triumph with him upon the mount. 

(2) Had thou little ox no apj;>etlte for the truth ? In 
(his cafe I fear, thou (lill feedeft upon hufks and 
a(hes, which fpoil thy fpiritual digeftion ; and I advife 
thee to exercife repentance ; remembering that to be 
carnally minded is deaths and that the promife is not 
made to the ilothful ; but to thcm^ v<K<^ tKrO j^awVx^ 
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a ft J patient continHavce in 'well doingt feek for glory — ^ 
tu tiiem who, in taking ap their crofs, and denying 
themfeives, inherit the gorpel-promifes. 

(3) flail thou made an ablord covenant with un- 
belief, as I'homas \ Art thda determined not to cre- 
dit God's record, unlefs he comes down to thy terms ^ 
Doft thou flill confound faith with its fruits, and 
God's work with thine own ? — \i this is thy cafe, 
how juflly may the Lord fuifer thee to go on moping, 
not only for a week, as the obltinate apollle did ; but 
iox yesLTs 1 And after all, when thou haft long diflio- 
noured God, and tormented thyfelf by thy wilful 
unbelief; thoa wilt be glad to do upon a deatb*bed, 
what I want thee to do now.. Being then furroui^ded 
by threatening billows, driven from thyrarnal moor* 
ings,- and toiled into trae wifdom, thou wilt without 
ceremony venture upon the merits and blood of thy 
Saviour, and ilrive to enter by wreftling faith, and 
agonizing prayer, into righteou/ne/sj peace , and joy im 
the Holy Gkoji. Happy would it be for thee in the 
mean time, if thou wert not wifer in thy pwn coii- 
ceit than feven men that can render a reafon ; if thou 
wert not obHinately bent upon nurfing thy curfe ; if 
thou didft confer with flefh aAd blood no more ; -and 
if, regarding the gofpel-paifport more than folifidi* 
aa embargoes, and the word of God more than the 
difpiriting fpeeches of faint-hearted fpies> thou be- 
camefl one of the babbs, to *whom it ts our heavenly 
Father*! good pUaJure to gi<ve the kingdom ; one of titt 
viOLEMT who '.take it hy force. Thou wouldft foon 
find, that thefe two difpoiitions are as compatible as 
the two gofpeUaxioms } aivd, receiving- the end of thy 
faitht thou wouldft- foon, perhaps to-day, experie4[)cc 
the aftonifhing force of Truth, and tafte the raviih* 
ing powers of the world, to come. 

SEt- 
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SECTION XIV. 

• . • -• 
An Addrtfs to Ckrifiian JSelitveru 

YE Ufte thoie powers, happy believers^ who fee 
that God is loire«-*boDndierS| free, redeeiniD|, 
pardoning, coniibrting, fandifying love inJefasChrtS* 
The more yoo believe it, aod the more you feel it. 
Do thea always the noork cf/a$ifh and: you (hall always 
ahund in thi patiencw rfk^H ^i l« ^^' lkb9ur tflrui. 
You have believed the Trath, and it has made you 
ixtt : R^9ici then in the Truth : Worfllip th GU 9f 
Truth : Triumph in Chrijt^ thg living Truth : And be 
daily hapti%§d with the Spirit of Truth : Bev)^are of en- 
thufiafm i/peak tht nioonls ofJoh$mif$ andTruih : God 
i» not the author ofnonxfenfe. 

Sail with all poffibld care thro* the ftratts of pha- 
rifaifm and antinomianifm. Many; by deriating from 
the wordp have ahnoft mudejhipnureck rf the fuith. 
While fome reft in high^phariiaic forms; others catcii 
at empty (blifidian ihadows ; or Aide into the pecu- 
liarities of a cenforioQs myHicifm, harden themfelvcs 
Againft the gentlenefi of Chrift^ apd' oppofe a part of 
the truth as it is in Jeias : Embrace ye the <zi;W(f : Be 
valiant for th^ n»holt : Recommend the iw/icU : But, 
above all, bring forth the fruits of the <wkole. 
• . Be fteady : Many who believed once a» firmly as 
ye do, that Chrift was a facrifice for fin, confider him 
now only as a martyr for the troth. And fome, who 
were fully perfuaded, that God is loving to every man 
while the day of falvation lafts, now can hear^ yea per- 
haps dtlight to hear it iniinuated, that he is graceiefs 
and mercilefs to myriads of his unborn creatures. Be 
not thus carried, about by a blad of vaio do^rine, iu 
oppoiition to the full tide of fcripture and reafon. 
Honour all men, and give double honour to thc^e to 



( "6 ) 

whom it 18 doe ; but be not moved from your ilead- 
failnefs eitker by names, or namberl. To jadge of 
truth by popularity, is ahfurd. Warm, zealous men, 
who can draw the attention, and Work upon the paf- 
fions of the populace, will always be popular ; Mr. 
W— s.nqt excepted : but his popularity, you know, 
is no proof that his principles are unexceptionable. 
Go not then bv that deceitful rule. When Trutl^is 
at ilake,' -mind popular applaufe as little as a^fyr&'s 
fong f and regard ^a Banner's rack as little ae a Nc- 
bucbadnezzar'^ dulci'tter. Be caft into the furnace of 
perfecatioa with i%t;o compAoions, rather than to bow 
with thtiH/aiids to the moft fliining, the moil celebrat- 
edy and the richeft image of error. If your two com- 
panions forfake you. Oh I do not forfake the Truth. 
Turn not your back upon ^^^ when (he wants you 
moft. Ran' not away from Her colours, when the ene- 
my pours'- in- like a flood. If ^ is drirea Dut of-the 
profefiing church, follow h^r to: the wildcrnefs — and 
if need be, 'to the dea of lions. There the God of 
Daniel will be with you : And from thence he will 
bring you out : for God wiM ftand by the Troth, and 
fhe will prevail at laft. Buy het therefore at any rate '; 
buy her, tho' you (hoold give your Ufl mite of wealthy 
and your laft fcrap of reputation for her : andjetthir 
tiot^ tho' yoo (hould galfr the whole world by the 
unhappy bargain. 

Theft things, O men of God, ha've L^riifeti unto 
you concerning them thati by fair (hows of fpifituality 
and voluntary humility, y^^sffj^ii into pharifaifih or 
antinomianifm : But the anointings nvhicn you hante rf- 
ceinjed of God, abidtth in you, (fince ye have not been 
ftduced) // is truth, and is no lie, abide in it therefore : 
Err not from the Truth. Walk in the Truth : Do nothing 
againfl ike Tritth, but for the Truth : And, afj^n h^*ve 
purified your fouls by obeying the Truths thrt^ the Sptritt 
unto unfeigned loi/e of the brethren, fee that this love 
extend iileif particularly to your miftaken opponents : 
^Lo^t them^ lo^e one another nvith a pure Heart fei^ent'^ 
Hk You will often be obliged to part with peace in 
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order to maintaiD truth ; but you never need part with 
love. Be you herein followers of Chriti and St. Paul. 
You know that the Pharifees, the Herodians, the Sad« 
duceesy and the Devil himfelf, would gladly have 
made peace with thofe two champions of the truths 
upon the fcandalous terms of betraying and giving 
her Op. But St. Paul had not fo learned Chrill, and 
our Lord fcorned to ideny hirofelf the Truth, and to 
worfhip the Father of lies. See how calmly, how lov- 
ingly, how refolutely they light this good, this bloody 
iight of faith. Volleys Of invedive's and calumnies 
have already been thrown out againil them ; and now, 
reproving their perfecutors, and yet praying for them, 
they go and meet bonds and priibns, the ftocks and 
the fcourge, the provoking taunt and the cruel mock- 
ing, the bloody fword and the ignominious crofs. And 
how many (land by them in their extremity ? Have ye 
forgotten tlie amazing number ? Tfiey all for/ook him 
and fled — All men for/ook me^ I pray God it may not be 
laid to their charge, An4» aftonilhing ! Judas, Peter, 
and Demas led the van.-^O Jefns, fiand by our weak- 
nefs, and we will (land by thy truth. Thou fayft, imHI 
ye alfo go anjuayP'h^dito ivhom flwuld *we go, gracious 
Lord : Hafl thou not the words of Truth, the nvords of 
enterlafling life? Art thou not the light of the tworld 
and the Ufe of men f Oiir light, and our life ? Could 
all the ignes fatui iTi the profefling world ; could even 
all i\itftars in thy chufch, fupply the want of thy 
light to our fouls ? No, Lord ; Be then our fun and 
ihield for ever. Vifit the earth again, thou uncreated 
Sun of righteoufnefs and truth : Haften thy fecond 
advent : Thy kingdom come ! Shine without a cloud \ 
Scatter the laft remains of Error's night ! Kindle our 
minds into jiu re truth ! our hearts into perfe6t love I 
our tongues into ardent praife ! our lives into flaming 
X).bedience ! 

Bold 
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I Bold may we wax, exceeding bold. 

No more to Error's ways cooforni, 
' Nor fhrink thy harihcft Truths t'unfold, 

i But more than meet the gathering ftorm. 

I Adverfe to earth's erroneous throng, 

[ May each now turn bis fearlefs face ; 

Stand as an iron pillar ftr^ng, • 
And fteadfail at a wall of brafs. 

Give as thy might, thon God of pow'r. 
Then let or men, or fiends affail ; 
Strong in thy ftrength, we'll ftand a tow'r» 
Impregnable to eanh or hell. 
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APPENDIX 

To prtvent ebjeffions. 

TO plead for Error in an Efiay on Truth would 
be prepofterous. If I have done it, it has been 
inadvertently ; and I (hall be thankful to any of my 
readers, who will be at the trouble to fet me right. 
But I once more beg forward difputants, not to pro* 
duce aflertions and invedives, inflead of arguments 
and well*applied Scriptures ; and not to wire-draw the 
controvcrfy by dill urging objections, which I have 
already diredlly or indirealy anfwered ; unlefs tney 
ihow, that fuch anfwers are infufficient ; that my ar- 
guments are inconclufive ; and the fcriptares I quote^ 
mifapplied. Two cf thofe objections however, deferve 
a more direct and fuller anfwer. 

I. Shonld 



it 
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L Should it be faid, ** I puzzle people by afTerting 
that there can be any other faving faith) t)ut the 
chriftian faith ; and any other objtQ of faving faith 
«* but Chrift crucified: '' I reply, that, tho* CArifi cru- 
cified is the capital objedi of mj faith, I dare not admit 
the ccnira^ed notions, that the Solifidians Jhave of 
faith : becaufe, if I did, I (hould fubfcribe to the necefi- 
fary damnation of three parts of my fellow- iinners out 
of four ; and reje£l Chrifl's word, under pretence of 
exalting his perfoo : Take a few more inftances of it. 
Did not our Lord himfelf fay to his difciples, Have 
faith /« God ; diftingnifliing M/if faith, from faith in 
himfelf, as mediator, John xvii. 3 ? Does not St. Paul 
declare, that, as believing God tvas imputed t9 Abra* 
ham for righteoufnefs ; fo it Jhall be imputed to us^ ifvoe 
believe on Him, that raifed up Jefus our Lord from the 
dead ? Do I *• forge ** the following (criptures ? The 
righteoufnefs of God is revealed from fai^th to faith 

— According to the vkofoktios of faith — According 
as God hath dealt the measure of faiths — If I have 
told you tf/"EARTHLY things ^ and ye believe not \ hov) 
Jliall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things ? 

— And can we read Heb. xi« without feeing, that 
the faith there defcribed, is more general than the 
faith, which characterizes the chriftian difpenfation \ 
By what art can we make appear, that Chrift cruci- 
fied was the object of thofe believers, of whom the 
apoftle fays. By faith Noah moved vuith fear built an 
ark : — By faith Ifaac blefifed Jacob and Esau [ the 
fuppofed reprobate] concerning things to come: — By 

faith Jacob bleffed the fons ofjofeph '.-^By faith Jofepk 
gave commandment concerning his bones : — By faith the 
harlot Rahab perijhed not vjith them that believed not^ 
vjhenftie had received the fpies ? If you infinuate with 
refpeil to Rahab, that Jofhua fent the fpies, whom 
fhe entertained, and that thjcy informed her, that 
Jofiiua was a type of Chrift crucified: will you not ren- 
der your •* orthodojfy*' as ridiculous, as if you refted 
it upon ihe frivolous difference there is betweevv if 
and ifF Mr. B. cannot ftiow^ xYt^x, ij^^a ^^^^^ v^^'t 
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diftinguifhed between zje^vijh if, and a chrijlian ir ; 
but I can quote chapter and verfe, when I aflert, that 
he clearly diflinguifhes between jewi(h and chriflian 
faith. For, not to tranfcribe Heb. viii. and x. docs 
he not fay, Gal. iii. 23, Before faith [i. e. before 
chrijlian faith] came^ lue ivtre kept under the laiVf i c« 
under the jewiih difpenfation, and the obfcurer faith 
peculiar to it : Nor was this a damnable flate» for St. 
Paul begins the next chapter by telling us, that The 
HEiRy as long as he is a child, differ eth nathing frorn. 
a SERVANT, tho* he be Lord of all ; but is under 
tutors, and go'vernors, till the time appointed of the Far 
ther : Even fo *we, ivhen nve lyere children [when we 
were under the iewifh difpenfation] ivere in bondage 
fjinder the elements of f his ^yjorld. But <when the fulnefs 
eftime luas come, God fent Jorth his Son, made of a ijooy 
ptan, made under the lanx), to redeem them that njjere 
under the laiu, that ive [ children differing nothing /rom 
fer^vants^ might receive the adoption of fons^ i. e, the 
priviledges of fons that are of age, and are no longer 
under tutors and governors. — For after that (chn- 
tiflian) faith is come, tve are no longer under afchooh 
ipajier, for nve are all the [emancipated] children of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus : Gal. iii, 25, 26, 
Is it not evident from the comparing of thefe paf- 
fages, th^t the faith of Jews conftituted them chil- 
dren of God, but fuch children as in general differed 
nothing from fer<vants — fuch children as were in a 
flate of nonage and bondage : Whereas chrijlian faith 
femphatically calledyj«/M] by its fuperior priviledges 
introduces true chriftians into the glorious liberty ofth^ 
adulty3«/ of God P Before we can overthrow this doc- 
trine, mufl we not, to ufe St. Peter's words, nvrejl our 
beloved brother Paul's words, fo as to overthrow the 
faith of fome, yea of all the Jews, that lived before 
faith came, 1. e. before Chrift brought believers from 
mount Sinai to mount Sion ; from the earthly Jeru^ 
falem, lAjhich is in bondage ivith her children, tQ the nevj 
' Jerufalem, nxjhich is free, and // the mother of us all — 
'^\i?il Jiand Jaf in the liberty, ivherevjith Chrijl hath 

made 
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^ade us free^ and are not int angled again 'with they oh 
cf bondage ? 

The difference between the priviledges of the jewifli, 
and thofe of the chriftian faith and difpenfation, is 
Hill niore clearly defcribed, z Cor. iii. There, the 
chriftian difpenfation [called the miniftration of the 
'Spirit y becaufe the promi/e of the Spirit is its great pri- 
viledge, fee John vii. 39,] is oppofed to the jewifh 
difpenfation, which the apoftle calls the mitdfiration of 
' /Condemnation^ becaufe it appointed no particular facri- 
fices for penitents guilty of adultery, idolatry, mur- 
der, blafphemy, &c. and abfolutely doomed them to 
die. This fevere difpenfation, fays St. Paul, luas glo' 
riousf tho* // is done anuay : much more that ixjhich re* 
maineth [the chriftian difpenfation] exceedeth in glory* 
•— Again, Mofes put a typical veil o'ver his face^ that 
the children of Ifrael could not fiedfaftly look to the end^ 
&c. and until this day the veil remaineth untaken anuay^ 
&c. But mje (Chriilians) ail^ with open face beholding^ 
as in a glafsi the glory of the Lord, are changed into the 
fame image from glory to glory. What a priviledge ! 
And how many nominal chriitians live below it ; yea 
below the priviledges of the very Heathens ! 

This however is the one faith of true chriftians, who 
have the fame fpirit of faith : It is one^ in its great obr- 
jeft, God manifeft in theflejh'^one^ in its great promife, 
the promife of the Father ^ or the kingdom in the Holy 
Gho/l'^vnet in Jts new commandment, brotherly, uni- 
verfal love, that perfeSs believers in one^ and makes 
them partakers o( fo great falvation. — This is the 
faith, which St. Paul calls the faith of God's eha^ i. c. 
the faith of chriftians, who are chofen above jewifti be- 
lievers x.ofee the glory of the Lord vjith open face ^ vvhea 
jewifli believers fee it only darkly thro' a veil: Thia 
stxy faith he calls immediately after the faith common 
to all Chriftians, To Titus^ my ovunfon <fter the common 
faith, Th,i 1,4. With an eye to M/> faith he likewife 
names Timothy , his ovjn fon in the faith — « ivhich is 
in Chrift J ejus : A faith this, whereby TimothY-* wb^-cv 
%vas a jewifli believer fxonv 2lOm\^> n^^.'^ mad^ ^artaVtr 
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tfChrift the gnat [i. c. the chrillian]y2?/i;i2f/o». — A 
iaith, which St. Peter calls like precious faiths and St. 
Jude, a moft holy faith ; iDdiredly comparing it to the 
moft holy place in the temple. — A faith, which Chriit 
calls MY fatthf Rev. ii. 13, zn^ faith that is in me, 
Adls xxvi. 18. — A faith this, far niperior to the faith 
of the noble jewifli believers in Beiea, who fo candid- 
ly fearched the fcrip'tores, when they had heard St. 
Faul preach— and very far exceeding the candid dif- 
pofition of thofe iincere Heathens at Corinth, concern- 
ing whom our Lord faid to St. Paul, f / ha've mu^h 
people in this city. If the reader di veils himfelf of pre- 
judicesy I hope, that, inftead of calling the dodlrine 
of the gofpel difpenfations, and the degrees of faith 
belonging to them, a ** novel chimera^** he will em- 
brace, receive it as a truths which leads to a thoafand 
others. 

II. Some of my opponents, who find it eafier to 
pafs a jell than to anfwer an argument, will proba- 
bly think, that to beat me and the dodlrioe of the dif- 
penfations out of the field of truth, they need only 
laugh at my *« inventing** different forts of faith ** hy 
the dozen** 

To nip this witticifm in the bud, I declare once 
MORE : That I make no more difference between the 
faiith of a righteous Heathen, and the faith of a Fa- 
ther in Chriit ; than I do between day-break, and 
weridian light : — Tfiat the light of a fincere Jew, is 
as much one with the light of a fincere ChriiHan ; as 
the light of the fun in a cold, cloudy day, in March, 
is one with the light of the fun in a Ane day, in May : 

X 3 —And 

-f I prefer this fenfe to that of the Calvinifts^ not only becaule 
unconditional eledion to eternal glory appears to me an unfcriptural 
do£^rine ; but becaufe the apoftle, having named the fins, in whicli 
a/t ivickai HtSithens lived, fays to the Corinthians, liot fuel; nvere you 
>^ LL, \ivXfucb nvere some of you \ intimating that othart were of thofe 
righteous people, concerning whom our Lord fpeaks when he fays. 
Enquire lubo is 'worthy, IjtK it be observed however that we do not 
rcit our do&rinc of free grace, upon this or upon any one fcriptu^e 

brought inhyxht bye, and raUier by vray orA\,uftra.\\Qcvt.l^tv of ^roof. 

\Ve have pai&ges enough that mfuU to tkt ^quiu 
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«- And, that the difFerence between the faving faith 
peculiar to the fincere difciples of Noah, Mofes, John 
the Baptift, and Jefus Chrift, confifts in a variety of 
degrees^ and not in a diverfity oi/pecie: ; faving faith 
under all the difpenfations agreeing in the following 
effentials : (i) It is begotten by the revelation of fome 
faving truth prefented by free grace, imprefTed by the 
Spirit, and received by the believer's prevented free- 
agency : [z) It has the fame original caufe in all, that 
is, the mercy of God in Jefus Chrift : (3) It a^ually 
faves all, tho' in various degrees : (4) It fets all upon 
^working righteoufnefs ; fome bearing fruit thirty ^ fome 
fixtyy and fome an hundred fold : And (5) thro* Chrift ^ 
it will bring all that do not make ihipwreck of it, to 
ene or another of the many manfions^ which our Lord 
is gone to prepare in heaven for his helie*uingt obedient 
people, i. e. for thofe who get clear of pradlical pha* 
rifaifm and antinomianifm, 

III. Should it be objeded, that " The doftrine of 
this Eflay confounds Faith and Works ; " to what I 
have faid on this head in the preceding Checks, I add : 
— (i) There is an efTential difference between the holy 
faith of Adam in a ftate of innocence ; and the jufti- 
^y^'^Z* fandlifying faith of a penitent finner : Fof 
Adam only ftood and worked by faith in God as Crea^ 
tor ; but we rife, ftand, and work, chiefy by faith in 
God as Redeemer and San^/fer. See the note p. 4. — 
(2) Adam worked upon the terms of the/17? covenant, 
which rehires innocence and perfedl obedience ; and 
we work upon the terms of the fecond, which, forChrift'3 
fake, admits the fincere obedience of penitential faith. 
Here is then no mixing of the covenants, no confound- 
ing of faith and works ; but only a vindication of the 
works of faith, and a defending of the faith that works 
by love. See p. 61, note 21 ; p. 65, note 23 ; and p. 
33, note 5, —-(3) St. AugulUne, the favourite Father 
cf the Solifidians, wrote a Treatife fDe fide et ope- 
ribus) upon faith and works, in the 21ft chapter of 
which, he has thefe words: ** By believing in God 
■** with a right faith, by worftii^m^ ^xv4 ^tvcs^v^^ 
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<* hiniy we are fo far beneficed fut et bent nfi'oenJi oh 
*< ilh fit nobis auxiisum, et fi pecca*verimus ab illo in* 
*' duhentiam mbreamur) as to obtain from him help 
«< to live welly and to get of him" (for I mull not 
literally tranilate the heretical word mereamur) ^* a 
•< pardon, if we hare finned/'— -And chap. 2^, he 
adds, •* Infiparabilh eft bona *vtta a fide quae per dilei' 
** tionem oteratur : imo ntero ea it/a eft bona *uita : A 
«< good life is infeparable from the faith, which works 
«< by love ; nay, that faith itfelf is a good life." Had 
I fpoken fo unguardedly, there would bejuftroom 
for raifing the objedion which I prevent ; but I have 
carefully diiUngui(hed between faith and works ; re-^ 
prefenting faith as the beating of the hearty and worka 
as ihe puT/es caufed thereby ; and holding forth faith 
as the root 9 and works as the firnit of evangelical obe* 
dience. See p. 180, &c. 

IV. If fome readers think that my views of Truth 
are fingular^ I reply, that when I have reafon and 
fcripture on my fide, I am not afraid olfingularity. 
However, as I fiiould be glad to obviate even this ob- 
iedion, I ihall prefent the reader with the fentiroenti 
of two of the moil judicious divines of the lail cen- 
tury, Mr. Flavel and Mr, Goodwin. 

Mr. Flavel fays in his Difcourfe on mental Errors f 

* Truth t IS the proper objeft, the natural and plea- 
« font food of the underftanding. Dof/t not the ear 

* (that is, the underilanding by the car) try <words^ 

* as the mouth tafteth meat? ^^The minds of all that 

* are not wholly immerfed in fenfuality, fpend their 

* flrength in the laborious fearch and purfuit of Truth, 
< Fervent prayer, fedulous ftudy, fixed meditations, 

* are the labours of inquifitive (ouls after Truth. — 

* Anfvverable to the fharpnefs of the mind's appetite, 

* is the fine edge of pleafure and delight it feels in 

* the difcovery and acquifition of Truth. — If Archi- 

* medes, upon the difcovery of a mathematical truth 

* was fo ravifhedi that he cried out Eure^a^ Eureka, I 

* have found it, 1 have found it ; what pleafure niufl 

* the 
/produce this as an £x tract > and net w ^ continwctl quotation. 
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tbe difcovery of a divine Truth give Co a fanflified 
foul ! 9'hy mjordi ivere found of me^ fays Jeremiah, 
and I did eat them ; and thy tjjord vjas to me the joy 
and rejoicing of my heart, — Truth lies deep,* Veritas 

n puteot * as the rich veins of gold do ; if we will 
get the treafure, we muft not only 6e^ but dij alfo. 
— We are not to take up with what lies uppermofl, 
and next at hand upon the fur face. — Be ye tranf 

formed hy the reneiuing of your mind, that you may 
prove fwhat is that goody acceptable, and perfe^ luill 
ofGod^ — It is a very great judgtnent of God to be 
given over to an erroneous mind. For the under- 
itanding being the leading faculty, as that guides, 
the other powers of the foul follow j as horfes in a 
team follow the fore^horfe. Now how fad and dan*- 
gerous a thing is this, for Satan to ride the fore- 
horfe, and guide that, which is to guide the life of 
man ? That is a dreadful, fpiritual, judicial flroke 
of God, which we read of Rom. i. 26. — 2 Thef. 
ii. 10. Becaufe they recei'ved not the love of the Truths 
God gave them up tojirong delufions. They are juftly 
plagued with Error, that flight truth. — Beiides, 
what ihame and trouble muA it be to the zealous 
promoters of errors, not only to cafl away their own 
time and ilrength, but alfo to enfnare and allure 
the fouls of others into the fame, or worfe mifchief : 
for tho* God may fave and recover you, thofe that 
have been mifled by you, may pfcrilh.' 
Mr, Goodwin thus confirms Mr. Flavel's noble tef- 

timony, in the preface to his Redemption Redeemed. 

* Truth is for the underllanding, and the under- 

* (landing for Truth — Truth, efpecially in things of 

* a fupernatural concernment, the knowledge whereof 

* faceth eternity, &c. being nothing elfe (interpre- 

* tative'y) but God himfelf prepared, of, and by, him- 

* felf, for a beatifical union with the underflanding, 

* and from hence, with the heart and afFedions of 

* men; Error, in things of this high import, can 

* be nothing elfe butSAXAN, contriving and diftilling 

* himfelf into a notion, or impreflioix UksX^ x.'CkXi^ -a.^- 
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feek the kingdom of God, be led oxi from faith tofaithi 
in the fame comfortable manner ? 

(4) It is trifling to fay, " Z^^a^Diflenters, and the 
fjrmal Scotch clergy, preach op a faith fhorr of chrif- 
tian aifurance, and therefore fach a faieh is a dange- 
rous chimera ; " for if they preach it in an unguard- 
ed, or in a carelefs manner, to fet afide and not to 
illuftrate the dodtrine of chriftian faith, they do the 
devil's work, and not the work of evangelifls ; what 
wonder' is it then, chat fuch preaching fhould lull 
their congregations aflcep ?— Again, if we ought not 
to give up the doftrinc of Jincere obedience and good 
nvorJts, tbo' our opponents cry out perpetually, •• It is 
the dodlrine of all the carnal clergy in the kingdom :'* 
•— and if it is our duty to maintain the dodrine of 
the Trinity^ tho' Dr. Prieftley and all the unitarians 
fay with great truth. That ** It is the dodrine of the 
fuperflitious Papifls ; " bow abfurd is it to urge, that 
our dodlrine concerning a faith inferior to the faith 
of a£urance, is falfe, merely becaufe the objed^or 
fays, that this part of our doctrine is held by all the 
Jleepy DifTenters ? Might we not, at this rate, be alfo 
afhamed of the dodtrine of the divine Unity, which 
the Socinians, the Jews, and even the Turks hold as 
well as we ? 

(5) Are there not many pious and judicious minif- 
ters, in the churches of England and Scotland, as 
well as among the DifTenters, who dare net counte- 
nance the prefent revival of the power of godlinefs, 
chiefly becaufe they hear us fomecimes unguardedly 
aflTert, that none have any faith, but f^ch as have the 
faith of aflurance ; and that the wrath of God adlu- 
aliy abides on all thofe, who have not that faith ? If 
we warily allowed the faith of the inferior difpecfa- 
tions, which fuch divines clearly fee in the fcriptures, 
and feel in themfelves ; would not their prejudices be 
foftened, and their minds prepared to receive what 
we advance in defence of the faith of afllirance P 

(6) If it is urged, that the Spirit of God witnefles 
io all iincere fcckers of xkc kviv^dora. \tv the Holy 
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Ghoft, tliat they are in a damnable (late, till they feel 
the pardoning lo'ue of God Jhed abroad in their hearts 
by the Holy Ghoft gi'ven unto them ; I demand proof; I 
deny the fadt, and affert, that the divine Spirit can no 
more witnefs to an accepted, mourning Cornelius, that 
he is not accepted in any fenfe, than it can witnefs to 
a palpable contradi^ion. The truth is, Our unbe- 
lieving fears and awakened hearts are very prone to 
furmife the wortt, and we are very apt to take their 
furmifings for divine impref&ons, even when we bring 
forth fruits "juorthy of repentance • I doubt not but St. 
Paul himfelf, in his agony of penitential grief, when 
he fpent three days and three nights in falling and 
prayer, had many fuch gloomy defpairing thoughts; 
but they were certainly lying thoughts, as well as 
thofe, which David wifely checks in fome of his 
pfalms. Who will dare to fay, that Ananias found 
the apcllle in a damnable flate, thc^ he found him 
without the fenfe of fin forgiven, as appears from the 
direftion which he gave him, Arife^ ^ly tarrieft thou ? 
Why flarveft thou thyfelf to death ? ^afli aivay thy 
finsy calling npon^ and confequently believing in the 
name of the Lord ? 

(7) My objedlor's argument is as much levelled at 
St. Paul's doftrine, as at my Effay. Men and brethren, 
&c. faid he to his audience at Antioch, ^whofoe^er 
among you FEARETtj God, to you is the loord of mil 
$ ALV AT ION fentf Adts xiii. 26. But none of the pious 
hearers, whom he thus addreifed, were unwife enough 
to reply, • Thou acknowledged that v/c fear God; 

* and David fays, Blessed is the man, that feareth 

* the Lord: Now, if we fear him,- and are blejed^ 
' we are already in a flate of falvation, and therefore 

* need not " this salvation** which thou preach- 

* eil. If we fee our way by the candle of Mofes, as 

* thou intimateft, what need is there, that the fun of 

* righteoufnefs Jhould arife upon us *with healing in his 

* nvings ? * 1 demand proof therefore, that men, who 
fear God iti our day, are readier to draw pernicious 
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inferences from the dodlrine of the difpenfations, 
than they were in St. Paul's time. 

(8) The objedioQ which I anfwer, may with eqaal 
propriety be urged againfl St. Peter's dow^rine. Adis 
ii. 5, and x. 7, we read of devout men cut of every 
nation under heanjen^ and of « devout foldter^ that 
nuaited continually on Cornelius, who himfclf Jeared 
Godt nuorked righteoufnefs^ and was accept ed^~njjtth all 
hit hou/e. By Adls xi. 9, 14. it evidently appears, that 
tho' Cornelius ^was cleanfed by God himfelf, yet he 
m^^ Jen d for Peter^ who was to tell him wuords nvherehy 
he and all his houfe should be saved, i. e. (houla 
become partakers of the GKnp.T/al*vation revealed by 
the gofpel-of Jefus Chrift. Butaltho' St. Peter began 
his difcourfe by acknowledging, that his pious hear- 
ers lAJtre accepted ivith God^ none of the congregation 
faid : Well, if we are accepted, we are already in a 
ftate of falvation, and therefore we need not hear 
twordsy nvherehy ive Jhall he/aifed. On the contrary, 
they all believed the word o/this fMer /al'uation ; 
for the Holy Ghoft fellon all them^ that heard the nuordt 
and St. Paul informs us, that we receive the Spirit by 
the hearing £/* faith. Compare Adls x. 44, with GaU 
ii. 3, and John vii. 39. It is plain, from this account, 
that no preaching was ever attended with a more uni* 
ver/al bleffing, and that no difcourfe was ever more 
inftrumental in conveying to all, the power of the 
faith of adurance, than that very fermon, which the 
apoiUe began by intimating, that his bearers were 
already accepted, according to an inferior difpenfation. 
Hence it is evident, that the doctrine we maintain, 
if it is properly guarded, far from having a necejfary 
tendency to lull people afleep, is admirably calculat- 
ed to excite every penitent to faith, prayer, the im- 
provement of their talent, and the perfeSing of ho- 
linefs* 

(9) May we not fufficicntly guard the chriftian dif- 
penfation, by conftantly affirming: (i) That all chrif- 
tian believers have now the ivitnefs in themf elves : — 
^tj^) Thai thofe, who have it tiot« either never had 

^B' cWiJlian 
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tkrtftian faiths which is emphatically called yk|//( ia 
the gofpel, [ice A£ls xiv. 27.] or, that they know 
only the^baptifm of John \ or, that with the unfettled 
GalatianSy they are adiually fallen from gracty i. c- 
from the chriftian difpenfation ; and now live under 
the laivy i. e. in the darknefs of the jewifh dirpenfa* 
tion ; fuppofing they are not quite departed from God 
by indulging known fin% — (3) That if they do not 
prefs after thi; faith of afTurance, they are in the at- 
moft danger of lofing their talent of grace ; like the 
yoang man, whom Jefus loved, and who neverthelefs 
^ent away forrowfal, when he was unwilling to give 
up all, and follow Jefus without referve^ or like thofe 
thoufands of Ifraehtes, <whom the Lord saved out of 
the land ef Egypt ^ and wiiom he afternjuards defiroyed^ 
when they believed not the word, by which they were 
to be SAVED INTO the land of promife ? Jude 5. 

(10) Not to mention all the arguments, by which 
the zealous puritans defended the dodrine of a^urance 
in the laft century, and thofe by which the Methodifls 
prove its nec^ty in our days ; is not the firil argu* 
ment ufed in my addrefs to the anti-chriflian mora* 
lit!, p. 2i5>fufiiciei)t, if it is properly managed, to en- 
force the abfolute neceffity of riiing to higher difpenfa- 
tions, when God calls us to it ? If queen Vafhti lofl 
her crown, for refujing to come to the royal banquet, at 
the king*s commandment : — If thofe* who begged to be 
excufedi when they were invited to the gofpel-feaft, 
were at laft dreadfully punifhed : — If St. Paul fays 
to loitering believers, who are backward to go on to 
perfection* Honu (hall lue ef cape ifnuenegleSlfo great 
falvationt luhich at first began to be fpoken by the 
Lord : — Nay, if Chrift himfeif threatens to Jpue lake- 
ivarm, flothful Laodicean s out of his mouth ; do we 
want even terrifying arguments to lafh the confciences 
of thofe carnal proft^ffors, who, hoping they are per- 
fedly fafe in their lo*w attainments, defpife higher 
difpenfations, and bury their talent of grace, till it is 
taken from them^ and given to thofe who beft improve 
their own ? To conclude. 
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(tl) Yoa ztt afriid, that the d6ftiiA« of this Kflaiy^ 
will make '* Seektrs^^ reft in Laodicean lokewarnHiefs } 
but, permit me to cbferve, that the Seekers you fpeak 
of, are either forward hypocrites, or fincerc penitents : 
— If they 2LTtfor<wari hypocrites t preaching to them 
the faith of affurauce will never make them either 
humble or fincere. Oa the contrary, they will pro- 
bably catch at an eleSiony and then at a& tjfwratue of 
their own making ; and fo they will profefs to have 
the faith, for which yon contend, when in fa£k they 
have only the name and notion of it. The religfous 
world fwarms with inftances of this kind.— ^If, on the 
other hand, the Seekers for whoni you feem concerned; 
^tt fineire penitents ; far froAi being hurt, they yn\i be 
greatly b^efited by Odr do£lrine : for it will at once 
keep them from clulliog> despairing fears ; and fronsi 
falfe, Clifpian comforts ; the two oppoiite extremes, 
into which upright, unwary mourners are mod apt to 
run. Thu5 our doctrine, mftead of being dangerous 
to Ulcere feeker^, will, prove a fCripturaf clue, in 
following which they will happily avoid the gloomy 
haunts (S phari/aieDtCpaivy and the enchanted ground 
tif antinotnian rtefumption. 



T H fi END. 
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SECOND APPENDIX. 

ContaimMfgf (i) Tgn mort jfrgumints tefrdve, that alt 
metr uaiver/a/ij, in the day of their mijitation^ hofvi 
SOME gracious po<wer to ielievi some failing truth* 
'^AndJ^pL) Ah anf«wer to three mort ohjeHions* 

BEING confcious that I cannot be too careful, and 
gaardedy in writing upon fo important, and de- 
licate a fubje^ as that of the preceding Eflay ; I once 
more take up the pen to explain, lengthen, and 
guard the do^rine that it contains. 

I. I have faid p. 143 that Faith [coniidered in ge* 
neral] is Believing heartily ; I add, and fometimes it maj^ 
fignify a power to Believe heartily* For, as God gives 
to all the heathens in the day of their vifitation, a 
power to Believe heartily that God is, &c. indulging 
them with gracious calls and opportunities to ufe that 
power ; we may fay, that he eives them the faith of 
their difpenfation. Neverthelefs all the heathens have 
not that faith : For many obftinately bury their talent, 
till at lad it is taken from them. 

As this dodtrine of faith entirely fubverts the doc- 
trine of Jinijhed damnation^ which is fo clofely conned- 
ed with the dodrines of ahfolute eleSion^ and finiihed 
falvation : and as a Calvinifl clergyman, who has feen 
part of this EfTay, afTures me that it (hall be taken 
notice of; I beg leave to add the following arguments 
to thofe, which I have produced p* 145, to prove, that 
Faith // not the work of God in the fenfe of our ad- 
verfaries, and that in the day of falvation, thro' M^ 
free gft^ lAjhich is come upon all men f we have all fomi 
gracious power to believe Aflv^ faving truth. 

(i) If faith is the work of God in the fame fenfe, 
in which the creation is his performance, when Chrift 
marvelled at the Centurion's faith^ he marvelled, that 
God fhould be able to do what he pleafes^ oc Ob^x-^ 
man fhould do what ht cau uo mQi^ V€*w^ ^^ysw^^^^^ 

7. ^ 
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he can hinder the world from exifling : That is, he 
marvelled at what was not at all marvellous : a/^d he 
might as well have y/ondtrid that a tun fhould out- 
weigh an ounce. 

(2) When God invites every creature in all the 
t^JorU to believe, [Mark xvi. ic.] if he denies most 
of them power fo to do, he infults over their wretched 
itnpotence, and a£ls a part which can hardly be recon- 
ciled with iincerity. What would the world think of 
the king, if he perpetually invittd all the Iri(h poor 
over to England to partake of his royal charity, and 
took care that mofl of them fhould never meet with 
any vefiels to bring them over, but fuch as would be 
furc to founded in the pafTage. 

(3) When our Lord endeavoured to fhame the pha* 
rifees for their unbelief, he faid, JoAn came to you, &c. 
and ye helifved him not, but the publicans and harlot i 
belicnjed him : andye, lAihenye had/een it, repented not 
after*wardsj that ye might beUe*ve. But if faith is the 
woik of God in the ienfe of our adveifaries, was it 
any fliame to the pharifees, that God would not do his 
cwn work / Had they any more reafon to blufb at it, 
than we have to redden, becaufe God does hot £iv.e 
us winj^s and £ns as he does to birds and fi(hes ? 

(|) To fuppofe that Chrifl affiduoufly preached the 
gofpel to the inhabitants of Capernaum, whilH all the 
time he withheld from them power to believe it, and 
that afterwards he appointed them a more intolerable 
damnation ifor not believing : — To fuppofe this, I 
fay, is to call the moll horrible refledlion upon the 
Lamb of God. But if it is allowed, that thofe obfli- 
pate pnbelievcrs will jujily be fent into a more dread- 
jfulhejl, for having buried to the end their talent of 
power to believe in xhiiv Jlronger light ; is it not rea- 
fonable to fuppofe, that thole who (hall go to a lefs 
intolerable hell, will alfo be fent there for having fi- 
nally refufed to ufe their talent of power to believe in 
their ^weaker light ? 

(5) Altho' Cbrift pofitively fays, that men fhall be 
Mmfied for their unbelief; [Sec John iji. ^8, Mark 
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XVI. i6.] yet, fome of our adverfaries deny it I being 
defervcdiy-afhamed of reprefcnting our Lord as damn- 
ing myriads of men for not doing what is abfolutely 
impoffible. Hence they tell us, that reprobates ihau 
be damned only for their Jins, But this unfcriptural 
contrivance does not mend the matter ; for I have 
{hewn, Sedion vii, that bad works, or fins, necejfarily 
flow from unbelief. Now, unbelief being nothing 
but the abfence of faith ; God, by abfolutely with- 
holding all faving faith, necefarily caufes all unbe- 
lief; and unbelief, by necejfarily caufing all fin, ne^ 
ceffarily caufes alfo all damnation. For he that ab- 
folotely withholds all light, necejfarily caufes all dark- 
nef?, and of courfe all the works of darknefs. Thus 
** the do^ines of grace'* [fo called] that feem to rear 
their graceful head to heaven, end in the gracelefs, ve- 
nomous tail Ci{ finijked damnation. •• Definit in pifcem 
mulief formofa fuperneJ* 

(6) The deiign of the gofpel, with regard to God, is 
tvidLtnxXy to extol his grace^ and clear his jufiice^ Now, 
if an abfolnte decree of preterition, or limited re- 
demption, hinders a vail majority of mankind from 
believing to falvation, both thofe ends of the gofpel 
are entirely defeated in all that perifh : For God, by 
pafling by the reprobated culprits thoufands of years 
before they were born, and by withholding every dram 
o^ faving grace from them, ihows himfetf an abfolutely* 
gracelefs Creator to them all. Nor does this opinion 
lefs horribly impeach GoA^sjuftice than his graces for 
it reprefents him as judicially fentencing men to eter- 
nal torments, merely for the fin of a man whom mod 
of them never heard of; or, which is all one, for 
the necej/hry, stnavoiJabU, pre'ordainedconfc(iucnccs Qf 
that fin, 

(7) St. Paul, in his epiftle to the Romans, takes 
particular care to clear God's juftice with refpeCt to 
the condemnation of the witked, that every mouth may . 
be flopped — and [«/^ to ^ifttt^ that they may be without 
excufe. But the fcheme which I oppofe, indead of 
leaving men tLVATohoyni^^ «witfiottt «xcuJe^^'^^'«w'^Wv%\r 

^0 tn^uiVv*' 
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mouths t and fills them with the bell apohgy in the 
world, *' 4hfolute necejptjt and compUti impojjsbility^ 
caufed by another before we were born : " An apolo- 
gy this, whi(h no candid perfon can ever object to. 

(8) Agreeably to St. Paul's dodrine our Lord ob- 
fervesy that the man fentenced to be caft into outer 
darlcnefs for mot ha*uinM on a nvtddiug garmentt fwas 
fpeechlt/s* Bat if the Crifpian dofirines of grace are 
true, might not that man, with the greateft propriety, 
have faid to the Mafter of the feaft, while the execu- 
tioners bound him hand and foot f ** To all eternity I 
ihall impeach thy juftice, O thou partial judge. Thou 
appointeft me the hell of hypocrites, merely becauie / 
ha'W not on a wtddin^gMrnunit which thou haft from all 
fstemity purpofedly Icept from me, under the ftrongk>ck 
and key of thy xrreveruble decrees. Is this the manner 
in wjbicb thoujudgejf thi world in righuoufin/s f*' 

(9) The parable of the talentf^ and that of the 
poundf decide the queftion* The wicked and Hothful 
fervants, whofe deltrufUon they inibrm us ;of« are not 
CQodeflDned becauiie their mafter was " hard ard au- 
Itere : " bjit beca.u{e i;he one had huriul his taUnt of 
po)¥er in the $arth% and the other had hid his pou»4 of 
grace in a mnpiin manufa^lared at Laodicea. 

(10) Ifialvation depends npon faith, and if God Be- 
Tcr eives reprobate^ power to beJie^ve in the light thaf 
eti/ightonf i'uify man, and a fufficiency of means fo to 
do i i% follows, that hr never gives thena any per/onal 
ability to efeape damnation ; but only to fecure.and 
increafe their damnation : and th;us he deals far harder 
with them than he did with deviU. For Satan and his 
angels were all perfonally put in a ftate of initial fal- 
vation, and endued with 9l per/onal ability to do that« 
on which their eternal falvation depended. To fuppofe 
therefore, that a majority of the children of Adam» 
who are born iinfnl without ^uy per/onal fault of their 
o\yn» and who can fay to the incarnate Son of God, 
Thou art flelh of onr flefli, blood of our blood, and 
l»one of our bone — to fuppofe, 1 fay, that a vad 

minority of tb«ft favoured creatures have far lefs fa- 
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vour Ihown them, than BeeUebab himfelf had, is fa 
^racfU/Sf fo ttnevangelical a doftrUe, that one might 
be tempted to think, it is iromcaVy called the doSrine 
tf grace ; and to fufped, that its defenders arc ftiled 
•• evangelical minifters ** by way of burle/que. 

From the preceding arguments I conclude, that» 
when it is faid in the fcnptares, people could not 
believe^ this is to be underftood, either of perfons, 
whofe day of grace was over, and who of courfe were 
jiiftly ginten up to a reprobate mind^ as the men men- 
tioned Rom. i. 21, 28: Or of perfons, who, by not 
gting their one talent of power to believe the obvious 
truths belonging to a lower difpenfation, abfolutely 
incapacitated tnemfelves to believe the deep truths 
belonging to Christianity* 



II. Altho' I flatter myfelf, that the preceding argu- 
ments guard the dodrine o{ free-grace againd the at* 
tacks of thofe, who indiredtly contend {Qxfree-<ivrath ; 
I dare not yet conclude this appendix. Still fearful 
left fome difficulty unremoved will prejudice che can- 
did reader againft what appears to me to be the truth, 
I beg leave to intrude upon bis patience, hy anfwer- 
ing three more plaufible obyedlrous to the doflrine of 
ihis Effay. 

Ob J. VI. " U faith isthe^iy? of the God of grace 
to us, zsjtg/it is the gift of the God of nature, ac- 
cording CO your aifertion, p. 146 ; does it not fol- 
low, that as we may fee when we will, fo we may 
believe in Chrill — believe the forgivenefs of our 
iins ; and, by that means, fill ourfdves with /eace 
and joy in the Holy Ghofl when we have a mind ? 
But is not this contrary to experience i Do not the 
bell chrilUans remember a time, when they could 
no more believe than they could make a world, * 
tho' they prayed for faith with all the ardor they 
were capable of ? " 
Ans. (1) You ftill feem to take it for ^Tt-aAstv^^^N^-i^- 
there is no true faith, but an cxpWcAX. faith \'tv^vi^\%'^ n 
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«nd no rrpllcit faltli io Chrift, but tfae/uVA e/fitD 
affurtmti. But I lU>pe» th^ I have already proved the 
contrary rn my aoiWer to the Vth objedion. p. 237. 
There are two extremes io the dodlrioe of faith, which 
flionld be carefully avoided by tv^x^^ chriftian : The 
pae is that of the Author of P. O. who thinks, that 
an adulterous murderer may have true, faving faith 
in the height of his complicated crimes : And the 
other ia that of Mr. Jonathan Ketlow, who a£*ert9. 
There is no faving faith but that which has actually 
cleanfed us from all inbred An, and opened a prefent 
heaven in our breail. The middle path of truth lies 
cx&^ly between the oppoiite mifiakes of thofe two 
good men s and that pa^th I endeavour to point out. 

As on the one hand it never came into my mind, 
that an impenitent murderer can have even the fav- 
ing faith of a heathen : fo on the other hand it never 
entered my thoughts, that a penitent can believe with 
the faith of full affurance when he will : For Mix faith 
depends not only upon our general belief of the truth 
revealed to us, but alfo upon a peculiar f operation of 

God 

\ Mr. Wefl«y exa^y defcribes this faith in his fermon on Scrip* 
tural Cbrifiianityt of which you have here an extraft, < By t nis/aifJb 

< dftha operation of God, which wa« the vtry fuhflance or fubfiflence 

* of things hoped for, the demonftrative evidence ofinvifhU things, he* 
(the penitent pricked to the heart, and expelling the promife of the 
Father) ' inftantly received the Spirit of adoption, whereby iU now cried 
*■ Abba, Father ! Now firft it was that he could caliyefus Lord by the 

* Holy Ghoji, the fpirii itfelf bearirg ivitnefi *with hisfpirit that he -was 
' tf child of God, Now it was that he could truly fay, I live not but 

* Cbrift Irveth in me. Sec, — HisfouJ magnifed the Lord, and hisfpirit 

* rtjoiced in God his Saviour, He rejoiced in him ivithjoy unfpeakabie, 

* ivho had reconciled him to God, even the Father ; in nuhom he had re- 
' demption thro^ his blood, the forgivenefs offns. He rgoiced in that 

< V)itncfs of God^s Jpirit ivtth his fpirit, that he luas a child of God : 

* and more abundantly in hope of the glory of God, &c. The Love of 

* God was alfo Jhed edfroad in his heart by the Holy Ghofi, which ivas 

* given to him^ Becaufe he was a Jon, God had fent forth the Spirit of In 

* Son crying Abba, Father I And that filial love of God was ccnti- 
' nuahy increafed by the witnefs he had in kimfelf, of God's pardoning 

"' dove fohixr, &c, to that<5od V7as ibt dt(\tt ot Kvs e^es, and the jov 
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G9dp or nvelntifn of hh powetful ard. It ts alWajrs 
attended with a maniftfiatim of the fpirit of adoption 
nuitneffing nvith our /pirit^ that^ wf are the children of 
God: And iuch a manifeflationi God in general grants 
to none but thein» that groan deeply under the fpirit 
9f bondage unto fear^ as Paul did while he remained 
blind at Damafcas ; •— or them that are peculiarly 
faithful to the grace of their inferior difpenfation, and 
pray as earneftly for power from on high^ as the apof-' 
ties did after our Lord's afceniion. 

Therefore, from my affcrting, p» 151, that ** So 
** long as the day of faUvation continues ^ allfinners^ tjuho 

*• have 

< of his heart ; his portion in time and in eternity. Sec, He that thus 
' loved God, could not but love his brother alfo. Sec, This lover ot' 

< God embraced all mankind for his fake, Sec. not excepting the evil 
' and unthankful, and leaft of all his enemies. Sec, Thefe had a pe- 

* collar place both in his heart and his prayers. He loved them even. 

* ai Qbriji loved us, Sec* By the fame almighty love was he faved i 

* both trom paffion and pride, from luft and vanity, from ambition 

* and covetoufnefs, and from every temper which was not in Chri/^, 

< 4cc. He fpake evil of no man \ nor did an unkind word ever come 
' out of his lips^ Sec He daily ^w in grace, increafmg in ftrength, 

* in the knowledge, and love of God, ftc« He vifited and affiled 

* them that were fick or in prifon. Sec, He geme aU bitgotds tofitd 

* tbepoer. He rejoiced to labour or to iuffer for them ; and whereia 

* foever he might profit another, there efpecially to deny bimfdf — 

< Soch vfMChrtftiamty m ils ri/e,' [i.e. chrift'ianity contradlftinguini- 
ed from the dilpenfation caUed the iaptijm afyobn.'} * Such wai a 

* chrifiian in ancient days * [i. e. a chriman contradiftinguifted from 
a difciple of John, or of Chrift, before the difpenfation of the Holy 
Ghofl took place.] ' Soch was every one of thofe, who, tiuben tbt^ 

* beard the threatnings offbe cbit/pn'efls and elder s^ lift up their voice 
' ta God ivitb one aeeordf and voere all filled noitb tbe Holy Ghofi^ 

I here fet my feal to this/cn/ft/ra/ defcription of Jpiritual ebrtjtia' 
rity ; being fully perfuaded of two things : ( I ) That till a man is 
THUS horn of tbe Spirit y he cannot fee the c}xn&\zti kingdom of God t-^ 
he cannot be under that glorious difpenfation of divine grace, which. 
Chrift and the apoftles fpake of, when they preached. Repent, and be^ 
lierve the G of pel, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. (2) That 
vvhofoever has nut in his breaft the above-defcribed kingdom, i. e. 
rigbteoufntfs, peace, and joy in tbe Holy Chofi j and does not bring forth 
its excellent fruits in his life, either never was zfpiritual chx'sfSx-iXL^Ki'K. 
is falJen back from the minifiration cf the Jl'irtt wXs> \^t diJ^^Tv^aww. •f 
the letter, or the bare form ot |,od\int^», \i DO\\jt\A o^tv >nvO»^^^'osSw' 
See the next Note, 
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** AnVr not yei finally hardened them/elves^ may day and 
*• flight [thro* the help and potuer of the general light of 
*• ChriftU GRACE mentioned ]o\in i- 9, and Tit. ii. 1 1," 
•* recei'ue sow E truth belonging to the enierlafting gofptli\ 
which takes in the difpenfation op the heathens ; 
from my aiTerting this, I fay, you have no reafon to 
infer, that I maintain, any man may day and night, 
believe the forgivenefsof his fins, and the deep truths 
of the gojpel OF Christ ; efpecially fince I mention 
immediately what truth it is, which all may believe, 
if they improve their talent, namely this : *' There is 
* ' a Godf 'who njoill call us to an account for our fins ^ and 
** nahof pares us to break them off by repentance?* 

(2) It would be abfnrd to fuppofe, that yon can 
believe with the luminous faith of affurance^ when God 
is calling your foul into the dirk prifon of your own 
guilt, to bring down your pharifaic looks, and make 
you feel the chains of your fins. But even then, may 
you not '* belifve, that God is " jull, holy, and patient ? 
May you not acknowledge, that you deferve your ipi- 
ritual imprifonment far more than Jofeph's brethren 
deferred to be put all together into tjjard three days by 
their loving, forgiving brother ? Ma/ you not believe 
that, altho' heavinefs may endure for a nighi^ yet joy 
Cometh in the morning ? And when you have humbly 
groaned with David, lamfofaft in prifon that I caw 
not get forth ; may you not pray in faith. Bring my foul 
out of prifon t that I may praife thy name : Let the bones 
ivhich thou haft broken rejcice : Give me the garment of 
praife for thefpirit of hea^vinefs : Convince me as pow- 
erfully oftighteoujnefst as thou haft of fin : And let thy 
Spirit, which now s^s upon me as a fpirit of bondage 
unto fear ^ begin to aft as ^jpirit of adoption , and li- 
berty ; of right eoufnefs, peace ^ and joy ? — May you nor 
even add, • O God, / believe thy promife concerning 

* the coming of the Comforter ; help thou my unbeliefs 

* and grant me fuch a faith as thou wilt vouchfafe to 

* feal tuith that holy fpirit of promife. Thou (baked 
' before me the rod of infernal vengeance ; I deferve 

* it a tAoufa/id times ; but, O ¥a\.YkGt ol lawcvcs, O 
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' m^ Father^ if ios the fake of thine only begotten 
' Son, thou wilt yet pfirmit fach a wretch as I am td 
' call thee Father ^ give me the fpirit of adoption ; 

* and witnefs to my fpirit, that I am a child of thine. 
^ But if thou wilt iUU hide thy face from me, nerer 
' fafFer me to entertain one difliOAOurable thought of 
*■ thee ; never let me think thee a Moloch. Tho' 

* ihy juftice ilay me, let me 2a\i trail in thce^ and 
' believe, that for Chriil's fake thy mercy will revive 
' my foul I* Is it fcriptural to rank among abfoltrcc 
unbelievers, a penitent who thus hmnbly and obedi<- 
ently waits for the faith of /all afriiraiice-*>the faith 
of chriftianity in its ftate of perfection i If oor Lord 
pronounces iach monrners hiefftd^ does it become os 
to pronoottce them accurjid? bnt I retara to your 
objedion* 

(3) The latter part of it confirms, inftezd ofxiv^r^ 
tttrniog my dojftrine; it being evident, that if the 
perfens f 00 fpeak o£^ frayed ^oitJk order for the fu'crk 
of afijiraace» thiey had lArtttdy /ame dtgree efife.iillh| 
fiar praying isjraJUag up$ntke L»rd, and Sc Paul ijpesks 
tie *werjU of fibtrmfk^ where he iays, ^0*11; fiudl tfkfjf 
CJLLL i^n him, in nvkvm ihej^kave net asLiEVBoi 

(4.) I am £> £ir from thinking, cmr po^i^r to believe 
is ahjolute^ that I have afTerted, p. 153) **it is imffo^'* 
bl^* heartily to believe the troths, which do not fiut 
oor prefent ftate:— An4 p. f68, 169, 179, I have 
obferved, that we favtngly believe the '* troth fuitet-^ 
*' ble io sur pr^ftnt drtmrnfianoeu wren it ii kindfy 
** prefemttdhy pasa o&ace, and £djpoStien9Uly emhraibd 
" by VKtYZmzn free-^ujiM*^* acldiag that, wh»i we 
believe, our ^^fedth is more or lefs operative^'^ not only 
*^ according to the iarkbstness *mi/h vjohick foee^* 
j(i. e. oor prrtreated free-will) *< nmeicome the truth ts 
•* our inmoftfomls\^ bnt alfo, ** according to the power 
wfith vshich the fpirit of grace impr^h it upon our 
hearts.*^ — ^Nay, I have afcribed fo much to the power 
of the free grace, by which faving faith is " inftantfy f 
formed,*^ as to infinoate thatfometioies [as at Sc^ P%.^V^ 

f See p. 16B, laft Unt Wt twQ% 
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cotiwtrfnou] tbis pover for a while bs^rs ajl cou-r. 
befo/e it. ffaii zx leaft was my seasing* wkczi 1 faid 
p. 147, " fff may \% CES£ftAL jMfpeKd tkg a3 tf 
** faiihf EtPfCiALLr 'Mhem the glaring Ughf* [i. c*. 
the laminoni po«rer] '* /A«/ famutiwus atctmf amies ree 
** rev€lati§n cf truths is abated** Coobder the force 
of tiie wot^t^ ^ in gimeralt* and ** e/fecial^i** adTcrt 
to the exceptions for which they make room ; aijd yea 
will fee, 1 allow, that free^grace, at times, ads with 
slm$ft as much irrefijiihilitft as fome smcderati boand- 
wiJiers contend for. 

(5) With refpeA to my compaiifon between onr 
l^ower to Mipffif nod onr power toy^v, Blv from Ihow- 
ing that all men may at any time believe the gofpel 
or CKai«Tt it intimates^ nay, it proves the very 
rcverfe. Can yoa fee nvAen yoa will, and 'what yea 
will f Can yoa fee in a daik night withoot a light ? 
Can yoo fee in a bright day, when a thick veil covers 
your face ? Can you fee, it you place an opaque body 
full in your light ? Can you fee what is out of the 
reach of your eye$ ? Can yoo fee the ri^ng fun, when 
you look full fwejff or the Hats when yoa pore opo'n 
a dunghill? Can you fee when you obftinately fliuc 
your eyes ? Or when you have let a wicked man pot 
them out, left you (hould not' live in idienefs? Apply 
to faith thcfe queries about Jtght ; recoiled the pre- 
ceding obfervadoDs ; and you will perceive : (1) That 
our power to believe is various ways circum/criied; it 
being impoHible, that he, who has but one talent, 
perhaps unimprovedi ihould carry on a& extenfive 
a trade, as the man who diligently improves his five 
or ten talenti : (2) That neverthelefs, fuppofing we 
have iHll a tAy of the light of truth, and have not 
yet been given up to judicial blindnefs, or to final 
pardnefsi wo may day and night [if we do not ftill 
[«(Our talent] believe, by the above-mentioned 
i# eAvi§us truth belonging to the Imvcji dir-> 
m of divine grace,* and 6egin to follow our 
dircAion ; If'/iiU yt have the lights heliifve in 
U iiatji may kt tht childrtn of the light: And 
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(3) That if we oppofe this doftrine, we begin to' 
fneak after our Calvinift brethren into Cri/pianity^ 
and are jufl ready to bow at the ihrine oi the great 
Diana of the day, and to kifs her iron-clay feet. Ft-' 
wfhed/alvatioftt aad Finijhcd damnation* 

r 
9^ TpT ^^» *I^ ^pP ^T* 
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<?Bj. VII. " Your doflrine concerning the yr//W. 
of Faith, and its feveral yi^r/wj — concerning the 
temple of Faith, and its capital partitions^ is entirely, 
founded upon thedodlrine of the difpen/ations of di« 
vine grace ; a dodlrine this, which many peopleL 
will rank with what they call. The no*vel chimeras, 
of your Chech.'* 
I hope, that I have proved what I have advanced 
concerning the difpenfations, by arguments founded 
upon fcripture, reafon, and confcience. However^ 
that the idea of no^velty may not Itand in the way o£ 
any of my readers, out of fifty authors, whom I might 
quote in fupport of this important dodrine, I fhall 
produce two, a calviniil and an anti-calvinili ; not 
doubting but their confentaneous teftimony will fuf- 
ficietitly break the force of your obje£iion. The firft 
is the Rev, Mr, Green, late curate of Thurnfcoeia 
Yorkfhire, and once an afTidant to Mr. Whitefield. 
In his book, ciiUd Grace and Truth vindicated ^ p. u6, 
you will find the following juft remarks : 
4 * It appears to me Uom fcripture, as well as expe* 
( riencet that there are divers difpenfations, but the 
^ fame fpirit : The kingdom of.hea<ven conjifis of 'various 
degrees^ and different manjions* This is true, whether 
' by the kingdom of heaven we underftand the outr 

* ward profefTors of religion and their priviledges, the 

* inward kingdom of grace, or the kingdom of glory : 

* (in all which fenfes the words in fcripture are frt-t 

* quently ufed.) — As face anfwers to face in aglafs, 

* fo do thefe refpeft ivcly-anfwer each other. Thus 
' the outward priviledges of religion (roccL ^4^\s!l x.^ 



( 25+ ) 

* Mofes were ita/i ; from Mofes to Chri& greattr, and 

* from Chriit to the recitation of all things, greatejt. 

< -^Againt to be a fpiritual or mlightened hekthev^ 

* as Socrates, Plato, or Cornelias before he heard 

* Peter, is one degree or difpctifatioti of gra(e« To 

< be a fpiritual or enlightened }ZVi i and with Peter 

* and the other difciples^ before the day of pentecoft, 

* to believe and acknowledge, that Jefas is the Mef- 

* (iah, tho' not /pirituaUy come, is a greater. Bat to 
' be a>^/ri/«tf/ CHRISTIAN, to have Chrift, the ex* 

* alted God- man revealed in as from heaven, and to 

* be fealed with the Holy Spirit of promife unto the 

* day of the redemption of this Vile body, is the laft 

< and moft perfed difpenfation of grace. He that is 

< feeble here, ihali be as David, and he that is flrong^ 

< &c. (hall be, &c. as the angel of the Lord, &c. For 
' it may be obferved, that every difpenfation admits 

* of SL growth therein ; and moreover, that each of 

* them is in fome fort and degree experienced by a 

* (piritual chrifHan, &c.^ 

My fecond witnefs is the Rev. Mr. J. Weiley, who 
even in his^rjl fermon on Sal'uation hyfaith^ preach- 
ed near forty years ago, clearly diftinguifhes chriiHan 
faith properly fo called, ov faith in Chriji gloti^cd, 
not only from the faith of an heathen, bnt alfo from 
the faith of initial chriilianity, i. e. *' the faith tuhich 
the apoftles had nuhile our Lord *was upon earth. '* 

* And drikffajs he^ it ' [the faith thatfaves ur into 
the ^reat /alvation defcrihed in the fecond part ofthefer* 
mon\ * is not barely the faith of an heathen. Now 

* God requires of an heathen to believe. That God is, 

* that he is a renxjarder of them that diligently feek him^ 

* &c. by glori/ying him as Godt &c. an^ by a careful 
', pradice of moral virtue, ^c. A Greek or Roman 

* therefore, yea, a Scythian or Indian, was without 

* excufe, if he did not believe thns mnch ; The being 

* and attributes of God, a future ftate of reward and 

* pnnifhment, &c. For this is barely ihe faith of a 
^ heathen.^ — Soon after he adds ; ' And herein does it* 
//i// faith in Chrift ghrifedl • differ from that faith. 
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* which the apoftles themfelves had while our Lor4 
' was upon earth, that it acknowledges the neceflity 
' and merit of his death, and the power of his refur^ 

* redion.' 

The dodlrine of chrifttan perfediion is entirely 
founded on the priviledges of the chrifttan difpenfa- 
tion in its fulnefs : priviledges thcfe, which far ex« 
ceed thofe of the jewiih oeconomyy and the baptifm of 
John, Accordingly Mr. Wefley in his fermon on chri/^ 
fian ftrfeSion makes the following juft and fcripturat 
"(lin£tion between thofe difpenfations. < It may be 

f ran ted, (i) That David in the general courfe of 
is life, was one of the holieft men aipong the Jews* 
And, (2) That the holieft men among the Jews did 
fometimes commit fin. But if you would hence in- 
fer, that all chriftians do, and mnft commit (in, as 
long as they live : this confequence we utterly de- 
ny. It will never follow from thofe premifTes. Thofe 
who argue thus, feem never to have confidered thac 
declaration of our Lord, Mat. xi. 11, Virily I fay 
unto jotti among them that are horn ofioomen, there 
hath not rifen a greater than John the Baptift* Not* 
'withfiandingi he that is leaft in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he. I fear indeed, there are fome, 
who have imagined the kingdom of hea'ven here to 
mean the kingdom of glory : As if the Son of God 
had juft difcove.ed to as, that the lead glorified 
faint in heaven is greater than any man upon earth ! 
To mention this is fufHciently to refute it. There 
can therefore no doubt be made, but the kingdom of 
hea'ven here (as in the following verfe, where it is 
faid to be taken by force) or the kingdom of Godt as 
St. Luke exprefTes it, is that kingdom of God oa 
earth, whereunto all true believers in Chrift, all real 
chriflians, belong. In thefe words then our Lord de- 
clares two things, (i) That before his coming in 
the HeQi, among all the children of men, there had 
not been one greater than John theBaptid: whence 
it evidently follows, that neither Abrah&csv^ 'Ov^^.^^ 
nor any Jew, was greater iVva)DL ^^ti% VA '^'^'^'^^ 
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< who is leail in the kingdom of God (in that king- 
' dom, which he came to fet up on earth, and which 

* the violent now began to take by force) is greater 

* than he. Not a greater prophet (as lome have inter- 

* preted the word) for this is palpablv falfe in fa£l : 

* But greater in the grace of God» and the knowledge 

* of our Lord Jefus Chrift. Therefore we cannot mea- 

* fure the priviledgcs of real Chriilians by thofe for« 

* merly given to the Jcw». Their miniflration (or dif* 

* pen.fation) w« allow «was glorious ; but ours exceeds 

* in glory ^ . So that whofbever would bring down the 
>* chriflian difpenfation to the jewifh fiandard, &c. doth 

* ^rM//> err, neither knthuuing the fcriptureSf nor the 
' pewter qf GodJ — From thefe excellent quotations 
therefore, it appears, that you do me an honour alto« 
gether undeferved.» if you lufpofet that Ifird let forth 
the dodlfiae of the diipenfations. 



Ob J. Vin. ** I cannot help thinking, that the doc* 
** trine of a faith proper to all thofe difpenfation s is 
** above the capacity of plain chrifiians^ and (hould 
*' never be mentioned, left it fhould puzzle, initead of 
<» edifying the Church.*' 

If yonr fears are well-grounded, even the apoftle*s 
creed is above the capacity of plain chriilians: for 
that creed, the fimpleA of all thofe, which the primi- 
tive church has handed down to us, evidently diflin- 
guifhes three degrees of faith : (i) Faith in God the 
Father almighty ^ ijuho made heaven and earth, which is 
the faith of the heathens : (2} Faith in the Mefliah, 
or in ye/us Chrift his only begotten Son our Lord ; which 
is the faith tof pious jews, of John's difciples, and of 
imperfeft chriftians, who, like the apoftles before the 
day of pentecoft, are yet ilrangers to the f great out- 
pouring 



"t* I beg the reader would not mifhike me. When I fay that pious 
Jews, and our Lord's difciples before the day of pentecoft, were fWan- 
(jsrs tQ the ^rtat eut^ring of tbc Spirit^ I do not mean that they 
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pouring of the fpirit : And (3) Faith in the. Holy Ghoft 
—Faith of the operation of God, by which chriftians 
complete in Chrift believe according to the tjuorking of 
God's almighty po^wery and arc filled nuith righteoufhejs^ 
feace^ and joy /« thus believing. 

And here honefty obliges me to lay before the 
public an objeAion, which t have had for fome tim.e 
againft the appendages of the AthanaAan Creed. I ad- 
mire the fcriptural manner, in which it fets forth the 
divine Unity in Trinity, and the divine Trinity in 
Unity: but I can no longer indircriminatcly ufe its 
damnatory claofes. It abrapdy t^kes us to the vtry top 
of the (hriftiatt difpenfationfconfidered in a do6lrinal 
light.] This difpenfation ic tz\U the catholic Fait li : 
and, without mentioning the faith of the inferior dif- 

A a 2 penfations, 

\ ' ■■ ■ ■ I I !■ « I I I 11 III I ■ I ' 

' were ftnngen to hit dire^bng, fandUfving, afld enlivening influences, 
according to their difpenfation. ForDavid had prayed, T^^/i^ no/ thy bofy 
Spirit from Mi t John the fiaptift had been vi£ted by hie exhilarating 
power, even in his modier*i womb 1 Our Lord had brmtbtd ufut bis 
dipnplts^ fififff Revive jw the Holy GUfl j and had imparted mm to 
them as a Spirit ofgrsci and fuppktMticnt to help them to wait In faith 
and unceafing prayer, tiU th.y wen endaed vfiih pcnoer from on high : 
Befides, they had tolled him Loas in truth ^ and no man can do this, 
but iy the Spirit offdtb^ which bdfi •ur uMiifawd it^hnmtia under 
all the divine difpenfations. Nevertneleis they were not fully baprised. 
The Comforter, that vifited thcm> did not properly dwell in them. 
Altho* they had already wrought miracles by his power, the Promife 
tf the Father was not yet fulfilled to them. Thay had not yet been 
madtpirfiEi in om^ by the aflimilating operation of the heavenly fire. 
They wotUd have been puzzled by fuch queftioas as thefe 1 Have ye 
received the Holy Ghofijinctye bdievedf A£ts nx. 2. —Is befallen tiffin 
you f Afts X. 44. —-Is the lorve ofOodflted abroad in your heart by the 
Holy Ghofi given unto you f Rom. v. 5, — Is ^t fountain fpringing up 
into evertafiing life opened in your breaft ? John iv. 14. — jifttr that 
ye believed, vicre ye tealed luitb that holy Spirit of promife t Eph. i. 13. 
— That Spirit, which forms thofc rivers cfKvtng "water, that^fow out 
of tbt belly, the inmod foul ofbeHavers^-^ThMi Spirit which voas 
not given before Chrift was glorijiedf John vii. 39. — * That Comforter, 
which it is more expeditnt for us to receive, than even to hlite Chrift's 
bodily prefence and conftant iaftni£tions P John itv<. i% — Tf thefe, 
and the like qaeftions would have perplexed the apoftles before Cht'v^ 
had opened his fpiritual baptiHn, and {ttu'^\C\'&>^tv<^c^\cvn»\i\> ^«fuat.r 
in therr hearts 5 we ought not to V>c twt^t\xe\» ^'j3lY^^''^^^^>^*^ 
Ifftnv only the baptifm of Jr>bti, (Vnv\U \tv^ctv>aLCw>^^ «wv^v^-» ^^^ ^^ 

Jl 
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penfatioBS^ as our other Creeds do, it makes as de- 
clare, that * except " every one " keep that faith* 
[the faith of the higheft difpenfation] * 'whole and un* 

* defiled'^ he cannot be/aved : — 'without doubt he Jhall 

* perijh e*verlaftingly* This dreadful denunciation is 
true with regard to proud, ungodly infidels, who, in 
tbe midil of alllhe means of chriftian faith, obftinate- 
Jy, malicioufly, and finally fet their heart againft the 
dodlrine of Father, Son, and Holy Ghofl ; ecjually 
delpiiing the Son's atonement, and the Spirit's mfpi* 
ration* Bu( I will no more invade Chrift's tribunal, 
and pronounce that the fearful puniihment of damna- 
tion ihall ***without dwbt** be inflicted upon '< everf* 
unitarian, arian, jew, turk, and heathen, that fears 
God and njoorks right eonfnefs^ tho' he does not hold the 

faith of the Athanafian creed 'whole. For, if you ex- 
cept the laft article, thoufands, yea millions, are ne- 
ver called to hold it at all ; and therefore (hall ne- 
ver 



heard thtrt wot an Holy Ghfi [to be recei'ved'\Jince they be/iev«{, Afls 
xix. 2. Nor fhould we wonder if devout Jews, and eafy Laodlceans 
did even tmck and fay, Voo would have us to be flted with new 
ivt'ne : but we are rich and increafed tvitb goods, and have need of no- 
thing. The water of our old cifterns is preferable to the new itn'ne 
of your enthofiaftic do^rine, and our baptlfmal ponds to your baptif- 
mal flames. 

This however was not Mr. Whitefield*s language when he admit- 
ted an adult perfon to baptifm ; [and he knowingly admitted none but 
believers,"] He knew then how to pray for the Promife of tbe Father, 
and how to point the dfdple of John to the fetfeElion of Chrift*$ dif- 
penfation. As a proof of it take part of the truly chriAian hyma 
v^hich he fung on that occafion : 

Anoint with holy fire, 
Baptize with pvrgino flames 
This ibul, and with thy grace infpire 

In CEASELESS, LIVING STREAMS. 

Thy HEAv*NLV Unction give, 
THY Promise, Lord, fulfil, 
■*GivePow'r* [/. e, faith] * thy Spirit to receive,' 
And' strength to do thy will. 

This good old gofpel is far more clearly fet forth in Mr. Wefley's 
icrmon caJJed Scriptural Cbrifiianity, andiiihU Hymni forlVbitfunday, 
v^hJch I earodtiy recommend^ w pom^n^ o\iX, iVvt Qua xK\n^ iwt^fxX 
t^sdJ/^aryra/pro^BO^ 



ver perifli for not holding it whole. See the notes p. 
43 and 190. At all has^ards then, I hope I (hall never 
tife again thofe damnatory claufes, without taking 
the liberty of guarding them agreeably to the dodtrine 
of the difpenfations. And if Zelotes prefTes rac with 
my fubfcriptions, I reply before handi that the fame 
Church, who required me to fubfcribe to St. Athana- 
fius*s Creed, enjoins me alfo to believe this claufe of 
St. Peter's Creed, /// emery nation he that fear eth God^ 
and nvorketh righteoufnefs is accepted of him : And it 
thofe two creeds are irreconcilable, I think it more rea- 
fonable, that Athanafms (hould bow to Peter, warmed 
by the Spirit of love j than that Peter Ihould bow to 
Atbanafius, heated by controveriial oppolition. 

To return : That the diftiodtion of the three de- 
grees of faviog faith omitted in the Athanafian creed, 
but exprefTed m the Apoitles creed, and in the Nicene 
creed — That this diftindlion, 1 fay, is neither chime- 
rical nor cnthuliaftical, may be protredi by a variety of 
arguments, two or three of which, I hope, will not 
intrude too long upon the reader's patience. 

(1) The firft is taken from the do^lrine exprefsJy 
laid down in the new teftament. To what I have faid 
on this head, p, 229, &c. I add here what Chrifl faid 
to^his difciplesj ^V heli^<ve i« Goo, beUen)e alfo in me. 
Here the moll prejudiced, may fee, that faith in the 
Father is clearly contradlftinguilhed from faith in 
the SoM. As for faith in the Holy GhosIt, fee in 
what manner our bleffed Lord fowed the feed of it in 
the hearts of his difciples. When the Comforter is 
comet nvhom T luillfend unto you from the Father ^ enjen 
the Spirit of truth, he fhall tejlify of me. — // ii expedient 
for you that I go azvay : for f I go not anx-ay the Com" 
forter ivill net come unto you ; but ifl depart I'vjillfend 
him unto you, — Behold I fend THE PROMISE 01? MV 
Father upon you : hut tarry ye in the city ofjerufaitm, 
until ye he endued ^wiih po^er from on high. Nor was 
this great promife made to the apollles alone ; for, Li 
the laft day, that great day ofthefeaft^ 7<?y«j ^ood and 
cried y faying. If any man \^CiO\ W ^tv ^^t>^€\ \\«.t!^% 
/et Am come to me and drink. He that beUsAjt\K w mt 

* A a ^ 
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as the/criptun hath f aid ^ out of his belly /hall Jlonv ri'uerf 
of living^ water. But this he /fake of the Spirit^ nvhick 
they that ielse*ve on him Jhould receive : for the Holy 
Ghoji ivas not yet [given ; his difpenfation, which is 
the higheft of all, was not yet opened] hecaufe that 
J ejus nvas not yet glori/ed. And the opening of this 
difpenfation in our hearts requires on oar part, not 
only faith in Chrift, but a peculiar faith in the promift 
of the Father \ a promife thisj which has the Holy Ghoft 
tor its great obje£l. 

(2) My fecond argument is taken from the expe- 
riences of thofe, who, by the Holy Ghoft, were made 
partakers of Chrift glorified, either on the day of pen- 
tccoft, or after it ; and could feelingly confefs Chrift 
dying/tfr «/, and Chrift living in us, the hope of glory. 
A£is ii. 59 we read of de*vout men out of every nation 
under heaven, who were come to wormip at Jerufa- 
lem. But how could they have been devout men^ if 
they had not believed in Goo ? What could have 
brought them from the ends of the earth to keep a 
feaft to the Lord, if they had been mere atheifts ? And 
yet it is evident, that thro* prejudice many of them 
reje6led our Lord ; putting him to open ihame, and a 
bloody death : But when Peter preached Chrift on the 
day of pentecoft, they at firft believed on him with a 
true, tho* not with a luminous faith. This appears from 
the anguilh, which they felt upon being charged with 
having^«/« the prince of life. No man in his fenfes can 
be pricked to the heart merely for having had a hand ia 
thejaft punifhmentof an impoftor, and a blafphemer, 
who ?nakes himelf equal vnith God. If therefore keen 
remorfe pierced the heart of thofe penitent Jews, it is 
evident) that they looked no more upon Chrift as an im- 
poftor, but already believed in him as the true Mejftah, 

No fooner had they thus pafTed from faith in the 
Father to an explicit faith in the Son, but they cried 
out, IV/iat fttall <we do ? And Peter direded them to 
make by baptifm an open, folemn profeffion of their 
faith in Chrift, and to believe the great proraifc 
concerning the Holy Ghoft. The promife is unto you, 
■fdid he : £e iartiiced, every Oi^E OY ^0\3,inthe nan;e 
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%fjtftts Chrifi for the remijfion of fins ; and ye {^twery 
one af you] /hall recei*ve she gift of the Holy Ghoji, And 
upon ihciT giaMy recei^ving the loord \ i. c. upon their 
heartily believing the gladdening promife relating to 
pardon and to the Comforter ; and, no doubt, upon 
their fervently-praying, that it might be fulfilled in 
them ;• they «were all filed njoith the Spirit : all their 
hearts overflowed with right eoufnefs^ peace^ and joy in 
the Holy Ghoft. 

St. Peter fpeaking (A6ls xi) of a fimilar out-pour- 
ing of the Spirit, fays. The Holy Ghojtfell on them [ Gen- 
tiles] as on us [Jews] at the beginning. Then remembered 
I the 'Word of the Lordt hoiu that he f aid, John indeed 
baptixed with ivater them that entered his difpenfa- 
tlon, but ye /hall be baptixednvith the HolyGho/i, when 
you Ihall enter the full difpenfation of my Spirit : — 
God, adds Peter, gave them the like gift as he did unto 
uSf ivho believed on the Lordjefus Chrif^-^And ^when 
the apoftles heard thefe things, they glorified God ', not in- 
deed by (houting, '^ Then hath God given the Gen- 
tiles power to fpeak arabick ; " but by faying. Then 
hath God alfo to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life, 
according to the fulnefs of the chriilian difpenfation. 

That this difpenfation of the Holy Gho%, this com^ 
ing yChrift's fpiritual kingdom ivith poiver, is attend- 
ed with an uncommon degree of fandlifying grace, \s 
acknowledged by all : And that the gift of tongues, 
&c. which at iirlt on fome occafions, and in fome per- 
fons, accompanied the baptifm of the fpirit> for a flgn 
to bigoted jews, or to ftupid heathens •— that fuch a 
gift, I fay, was a temporary appendage, and by no means 
an effential part of Chrift's Ipiritual baptifm, is evi- 
dent from the merely- fpiritual efFedt, which the receiv- 
ing of the Holy Ghoft had upon the penitent jews, 
who, being horn ofvoater and of the Spirit, prefTed after 
the apoflles into the kingdom of God on the day of 
pentecoit. 

* Even in the infancy of the church,* [fays an 
eminent divine] * God divided thofe' [miraculcus\ 

* gifts with a fparing haivd. Were all v^^w. ^^^ 

• prophets!* Were all ^workers of mirocles ? Had <xU \V 
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* gifts of healing? Did all fpeah. (with tongues? No, ill 

* no wife. Perhaps not one in a rhou/and. Proba- 

* biy none but the teachers of the church, and only 

* fome of them. It vva3 therefore for a more crxcef- 

* lent purpofa than this, that they the (brethren and 

* apoAles) ixjere all filled nuith the Holy Ghofl. It was 

* to give them (what none can defiy to be ciTencial 

* to all chriftians in all ages) the mind twhich ^was in 

* Chrijl, i\\o{q holy fruits of the fpirit, which, who- 

* foever has not, is none of his : to fill them with 

* love^ joyt peace t long-f offering, gentlenefs, goodnefsJ* 
It is very remarkable, that altho* 3000 converts 

received the gift of the Holy Ohoft on the memorable 
day, in which Chrift opened the difpenfation of his 
fpirit, no mention is made of fb much as one of them 
working a fingle miracle, of fpeaking with one new 
torfgue. But the greateft, attd mo5 betieficia! of 
miracles was wrooght upon them all : For, all that 
believed, fays St. Luke, nxsere together ; continuing daily 
nvith one accord in the temple, breaking bread ft' om houfe 
to houfe, eating their meat ixjtth gladnefs and finglemfs 
if heart, praifing God, and having favour <with all 
the people,' by their humble, affedionate, angelical 
behaviour. Or, as the fame hiftorian expreHed it, 
Adls iv. 32, The multitude of them that lelieved — fpoke 
greek and latin! No, but — vjere ^ one hean, and 
tf OKE foul: neither faid any of them, that ought of 
the things nvhich he poffeffed nvas his o-ivn; but they had 
all things common ; having been made perfedt in one, 
agreeably to our Lord's deep prayer, recorded by ^.t. 
John : Neither pray I for thefe [my difciplesj alone, but 
f6r THEM alfo, njono Jnall believe on me thro* their vjord. 
That they may be one: — / in them by my fpirit, and 
thbu in me, that they may be made perfect in one. 

(3) To this argument taken from the experiences of 
thfc primitive chriftians, I may add, that the dodtrine 
of the difpenfations is indiredtly taught by our church 
even to cnildreh in h6r catechifm, where fhe inftrudls 
them t6 fay : *♦ By the articles of my belief I leam^ 
FIRST, io helietfe in Gdd the Father, voho made me. Sec, 
S£cONt>i Y, in God the Son, tijho redtmtd me » Set. Kivd 
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THIRDLY, i« God the Holy Ghoft^ ^who /anSiiJieth me: 
fos thcfe three diflindtions, are expreffive of the three 
grand degrees of the faith, luherehy iveiftkerit all the 
fromijes of God, and are made partakers of the divine 
nature : They* are not defcriptive of faith in three 
Gods, but of the capital manifellations of the triune 
God, in whofe name we are baptized ; and of the three 
great difpenfations of the everlafting gofpei, namely 
that of the heathens^ that of the jews, and that of^i- 
ritual chriftians ; the difpenfation of Abraham being 
only a link between heathenifm and judaifm ; and the 
difpenfation of John the baptiil, or of chriftianity be- 
gun, being oqly a traniition between judaifm and 
chriftianity perfected. 

Oar church-catechifm brings to my remembrance 
the office of confirmation, it was, it feems, originally 
intended to lead young believers to the fulnefs of the 
chriftian difpenfation, agreeably to what we read Adls 
viii. 12, &€• Peter and John went from Jerufalem to 
Samaria to lay their hands on the believers who had 
Qot yet been baptized with the Holy Ghofl, and to 
pray^ that they might recei've him : For as yet he ivas 
fallen upon none of them : only they ivere haptized by 
Philip in the name of the Lord Jefus. — fVhen the Son of 
man cometh^ /hall he find faith upon the earth P 1 fear, but 
little of the faith peculiar to his full difpenfation. 
Moft profeiTors feem fatisfied with John's baptifm or 
Philip's baptifm : The Lord raife'us apoflolic paftors 
to pray in the demonilration of the fpirit and of 
power: ' Strengthen thy fervants, O Lord, with the 

* Holy Ghoft, the Comforter ; and daily increafe in 

* them thy manifold gifts of grace ; the Spirit of wif- 

* dom and underdanding ; the Spirit of counfel and 

* ghoilly flrength ; the Spirit of knowledge and true 

* godlinefs ; and fill them with the Spirit of thy holy 

* fear now and for ever.* Order of Confirmation, Can 
it be faid that thofe, in whom that prayer is not no^ 
anfwered, live under the difpenfation of chriftianity 
perfe^ed ? Are they either eftablifhed chriflians, or 
fpiritual church-men ? rfow lotk^ ^^W xitvt ta^^^\^ ^^ 
iniquity prevail ! How long ftx^iVV ^ f Karijaic dftV^%<^«^ 
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world defircy the faith of the Son, under colour of 
contending for faith in the Father ! And how long 
fhall a wirld of antinomian folifidian profe/Tors de- 
ftroy faith in the Holy GIttfiy under pretence of recom- 
inending faith in the Son ! O Lord, exert thy power : 
Pour ofthfpirtt upon allfle/k, and gi?e wifdom to all 
thy minifters to di?ide the word ortruth aright, and 
to feed thy people Jtccording to their ftates and thy 
difpenfations I 

If thefe anfwers give mv objeftor no fatisfa^lion, 
and he flill thinks it his duty to attack my Eifay, I 
beg leave to addrefs him in the words of a judicious 
divine of the laft century. * I (hall not Heed (I pre- 

• fume) to delire you, that in your anfwer you will 
' not rife up in your might againft the weaker, loofer, 

* or lefs confiderate parages or expreffions (of which 
' kind yon may very poifibly meet with more than 

enough :) but that you will rather bend tYitJIrengtk 
of your reply, againft xhcjirtngtk of what you (hall 
oppofe. You well know that a field may be won, 
f tho* many foldiers of the conquering fide (hould fall 
in the battle : and that a tree may fiouriih and re- 
tain both its beauty, and firmnefs of landing in the 
earth, tho* many of the fmaller twigs and lefTer 
branches (hould prove dry^ and fo be eafily broken 
off. So may a mountain remain unmoved, yet immov- 
able, tho' many handfuls of the lighter and loofer 
earth about the fides of it, (hoald be taken up, and 
Scattered into the air like dufl. [n like manner the 
body of a dtfcourfe may (land entire in its folidity, 
weight and ftrength, tho' many particular expref- 
fions, fayiiigs, and reafonings therein, that are more 
remote from the centre, (hould be detected cither of 
inconfideratenefs, weaknefs, or untruth.' 

End op thb sbcond Appendix. 
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Erratum.] Page 152, line 30, after hundred, add yean. 
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PREFACE. 

THE puUkatioii of the Vindication of Mr. 
Wefley's Minutes having beeil reprefented bjr 
fome perfons as an ad of injaftice, die following 
letter is pabliflied to throw fome light upon that 
little event, and ferre as^a preface to the St^wi 
Check t§ Afaimmianifiit. 

To the Rev. Mr. Jbhn Weiley. 

Rev, emd deear Siff 

A-s I love open dealifig, I fend you the fubflance, 
and almoft the veiy words of a private letter I have 
juft written to Mr. Shirley, in anfwer to one, in 
which he informs me he is going to pnblifh his 
Narrative. He is exceedingly welcome to make 
life of any part t>f my letters to Mr« I<-^d con- 
cerning the publication of my Vindication, and 
you are eqnaHy welcome to make what ufe you 
pleafe of this. Among friends* all things are, or 
ihonld be conunon. I am. 

Rev. and dear Sir, 

. Yoars, &c. 
Madeley, nth Sept. 

A3 
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To die Hmi. and Rev. Mr« Shirlef* 

tUv* amd dtmr Sifs 

'% i» eatremeljr proptry nay, it is Ughly neoil^ 
tllPf, thai tkc psblic flioidd be iafbrmed, ho# 
ftttdl Ihft a ttioiABr of tbe Frince of Peaos, and % 
liaeky JuudUc^ loviitg iMOther xa ike fofpel o£ 
Chfii yetf bdiaand at die conference. Hnl I been, 
there, I would gladly have taken apon me to pra* 
claim thefe tidings of jpy to the lovers of Zion's 
peaee. Your condo^^ at that time of love, is cer^ 
tainljr the beft excufe for the hafty ftap yon. had 
taken, an my de£ra of topping my Vindication 
upon hearing of it, is the beft apology I can make 
Ua unj^ feverity to yOU. 

I am not ^veife at all, Sir^ to year puUifliiog 
thf padagcs .you anentionout of my letters to Mr« 
I*-*4- They (hew my peculiar love and refpefl £ox 
jpy, which I (hall at all times think an honor, ami 
atthis jan£liire (hall feel a. peculiar pleafure, to fee 
proclaimed to the world. They apologi^se for my 
calling myfelf a Uver of qmetnefs^ when I unfor- 
tunately prove afm 9f contention : And they demon* 
^ate that I am not altogether vojd of thq fear, 
thiit bceomti an ankwatd, nnexffciiencQd Airgedn, 



^ffhen he ventures tp open a vein in the nrm of n 
perfoh £>r whom he has the higheft regard* How 
natural ia it fi>r him to treaible» left by miffing tbft 
intended v«Lb> and* pricking an onfeen artery, ht, 
flMHiki have done irrepaMUt siifduel& infioad of. 
an ufeful operation* 

But while yon do me the kindnefs of publiihing 
. thbie paflages, permit me^ Sir, to do Mr. W* tha 
juHice of informini him, I had aUo written to Mr« 
I — d, that, " whether my letters, were fuppreiTed 
or not, the Minutes 011^ be vindicated, — that Mr* 
W. owed it to the Choreh, to the real fr^aftants^ 
to all his focieties, and to his own aiperfed cha^ 
radter^ — and that after all, the controverfy did not 
feem to me, to be {o much whether the Minutes 
ihould ftand, as whether the antinomian goipel of 
Dr. Crifp fhould prevail over the pradtical gofpel 
of Jefus Chrift.'^ 

I mud alfo, Sir, beg leave to let my vindicated 
fiiend know, that in the very letter where I fb 
eameftly intreated Mr. I— d to flop the publication 
of my letters to you, and offered to take the whole 
expence of th^ impreffion upon myfelf, though t 
ihould be obliged to fell my laft Ihirt to defray it, 
I added that, '< If they were publilhed, 1 mufl 
look upon it as a majaiy ivit or msfirtwu^** which 
•f the two wQcdb L uftd I ^ w& V^V| ts(V^^^% 
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A mitfirtuM for you and me, wbo moft appear W 

I 

confiftent to the world ; jron. Sir, with your 
Sermons ; and I with my Title-page ; and never* 
thdefi ntcejkry to vindicate mifreprefented trnth, 
defend an eminent mibifter of Chrift, and ftem the 
torrent of Antinomianifnu 

It may not be improper alfo/ to'obferve to yon. 
Sir, that wlien I prefented Mr. W. widi my Vindi- 
cation, 1 1>egged h^ would coned it, and take swuy 
whatever might be tinkbd or too'fharp: urgiiig 
that though I meant no unkindnefs, I was not a 
proper judge of wha^ I had written nnder peca- 
liarly delicate and trying circomftances, as wdl as 
in a great hnrry ; and did not therefore dare to 
tmft either my pen, my head, or my heart* He 
was no fooner gone, than I fent a letter after him, 
to repeat and urge the fame requeft, and he wrote 
me word, he had " expunged every tart expreffion.** 
Jlf beitasy (for I have not yet feen what alterations 
his friendly pen has made,) I am reconciled to their 
publication ; and that he has^ I have reafon to hope 
from the letters of two jtidicious London- friends, 
who calmed my fears, left I ihould have treated you 
with^mkindnefs. 

' One ^f -them fi^s, ^* I reverence Mr. Shirley Ibr 
candid 'acknO^kdgBj^t'^ of hii haftinds in 

6 V^^^%* 
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JoSgoqi^ I coanne^d the Calwrnifa at tKt coa-^ 
if(f9SiiQ# fiMT tltfif jnfikc' t0 . Mr. W« ud dimr ••• » 
^^qpic&eacft. ia tW dedaratifm %f die yroMken in. 
ci»i»flffio» with )u«t. Bat i^ that dedaiafiMii how-:^ 
ever iifyotfA a lenrdy ed^^Mie te the evil dewj 
not only to Mr. W., but to the canfe and work of 
Oodf Sevoral Calmifts, m czgcnsdb of eiaRce» 
iiad difperfed their cahmniies tlhroegh Ae three' 
kingdoins* A truly esKetfent perfim herftIC i^ 
her niii!aken zeal, had reprelented him as a fafijf 
^amuijkedt an Beretickf an apoftati. A der^man or 
the firfE reputation informs me^ a Poem §» Bis ^J^ 
4aey is juft coming, out. Letters have been ient to ^ 
every (erious churchman and diflbnter through the 
Land together with the Golpel Magazine. Great 
are the ihoutings, and mow tkiat Bi HetB, let him rijk 
«/ no more ! This is all the cry* His deareH friends ' 
and children arc daggered and fcafcekaow what 
to think. YoUf in your oorner» cannot cottceive. 
the mifchief that has been done and is ftill deing» 
Sut your letters, in the hand of Providence, majr 
anfwer the good ends you propofed by writing 
• them. You have not been too fevere to dear Mr« 
Shirley, moderate Calviniils themfelves being 
judges ; but very kind and friendly to fet a good 
jniftaken man right, and probably to preferve him 
from the like raflinefs as k)i\g as he iives« Be not 
troubled theieibxt^ but cafl; your caie upon the 
Lord,'* 
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My other Triend fays> ^^ Confxdering whatliiQin 
the circular letter has donei and what an uielefs 
.fttisfa^on Mr. Shirley has given by his vague ac- 
knowledgemehty it is no more than juft and eqbu 
table,, that your letters ihould be pub&flied/' 

Now, Sir, as I never faw that AcknowMgrnnitf 
nor iht/oftening cwre&ions made by Mr. W. in my 
Vindication ; as I was not informed of fome of the 
above-mentioned particulars when I was fo eager 
to prevent the publication of my letters ; and as I 
have reafon to think that through the defire of an 
immediate peace, the feUerlng wound was rather 
Hdnned over than probed to the bottom ; all I can 
fay about this publication is, what I wrote to our 
common friend, namely, that " I muA look upon 

it as a NECESSARY YV/7.'' 

I am glad, Sir, you do not direft your letter to 
Mr. Oliver who was fo bufy in publifliing my 
Vindication, for by a letter I have juft received 
from Briftol, I am informed he did not hear how 
deArous I was to call it in, till he had actually 
given out before a whole congregation, it would be 
fold. Beiides, he would have pleaded with fmart« 
nefs, that he never a|)proved of a patched up peace, 
that he boj-e his teftimony againft it^ at the time it 
was made, and had a perfonal right to produce my 
arguments, fince both parties refufed to hear his at 
^ihe conference. 



If your letter is fiiendly^ Sir» and yon print it 
in die iame fisee with my Vindication* I (hall! 
ghdly boy io/« worth of the copies, and order 
them tabe fiitched.widimy Indication, andgivea 
gratis to the purchafcrs of it; as well to do yoa. 
jaftice, as to convince the world that we make a. 
loving war ; and alfb to demonftrate how mach^ 
I regard your refpe^aUe charader, and honor your 
dear perfon. Mr. W/s heart is, I am perfuaded> 
too full of brotherly love to deny me the pleaiuro 
of thus ihewing you how fincerely I ani^ 

Rev. and dear Sir^ 

Your obedient iervant^ 

Madtley, iithSeptr 
1771. 

J. F, 
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F I R S T LETTER. 



Hon. and ke^. Slf"^ 

I 'Cordially thank you for the greateH |iart of yOiir 
Narrative. It confirms me in "mv hopes, that 

^our projedied'oppofition to Mr. Wefley's mmtttes^ 
proceeded in general from seal for ^e Redeemer^'S 

^glory ; and as fuch-a zea]» though amazingly mis- 
taken » had certainly fomething very commendab)^ 

'in it, I iincerely dcfire your Narrative may evidence 

'your good meaniMg^ as feme think my Vindicatioa 

'does your mtftjctki. 

In my la^ private letter I obferved» Reir* Sif^ 

-that if your Narrative wtLykind, I would buy a num« 

^ber of copies* and give them gratis to the purchafei) 

^f my book« that they might fee all you can po(^ 
'iibly produce in your own defence, Ind do you all 

~the juftice your proper behaviour at the conference 

^deferveB. But as it appears to me there are fome 
important miflakes in that performance, I neither 

*dare recommend it ah/olutdly to my frienas, nor 
wifh it in the religious world die full fuccefs yoa 

•defire, 

1 do not complain of its feverity ; on the con* 
trary, confidering the (harpnefs of my 5 th letter, I 

^gratefully acknowledge it is kinder than I had rea- 
fon to expcft. But permit me to tell you. Sir, I 
look for jujiice to the fcriptural arguments 1 advance 

'in defence of Truth, before 1 look for kindnefs to 
my inflgnificant perfon, and could mvxcVv foot^^t V^ 

■ktisfied with the formtr than with. xYic latter iVo^«- 

As I do not 2idmixz the faftuonabU taft^^o^o'^ ^^- 

3 N^X\CVCV\^ 



dancing general charges without Aipporting them 
hy particular proofs, I fhall take the liberty of 
Ipe iadiig ^<it SHATtfitftadtes in' ^wiun^iiath^ Md 
oy that means endeavour to do juflice to Mr. Wef- 
ley's Declaration, your own Sermons, my Vindi- 
catiop^ and. abpve all to the caufe ' of ^pra^cal 
religita. ....... . . 

Waving the repetition of what 1 faid in my lafl 
touching the publication of my five letters to you, 
I objed firfl to your putting, a wrong colour upon 
Mr. Wcfley's Declaration. • Yotf iirfintrsftc^Tor* aflert 

•thafhe, aad 5 3 of the preachers' in eoniereace with 
lixm,. give up the do^iruae of juftificatioQ by works 
in che day of iudgment. // ^pearj^ (ay you, /foMi 
thiir fuhfirilnng the Decla^jutJQn, aotwithftanding 

.lUr. Oliver's remonftranoes, that thty tk mt meuntuin 

'gL/icond juftifieation hy fworks* 

Surely, Sir» you wioag them. They mighthave 
objected to fMne of Mr. . Oliver's es^refitonsj €a 
been difpleafed with his readine& to -eater the li& 
of difpate^ i>ut certainly fo many judicious and 

.good men could never fo i)etray the caoCf isi prac- 
tical religion, as tamely to renounce a tnitfi of (hat 

imporunce. If they had, one Aep more' wonid 
have carried them fail into Dr. Ciifp's eternal jiii^ 

'tification» which is the very center of Antiaomiaii^ 
ifm ; and without waiting for the return of tkie 
jiext conference, 1 would bear my iegul ^eftimoay 
ngainfl their antinomian error. Mr. W, 1 reverence 

^as the greateil min^ller I know, but would not fbi* 
low him one ftep farther than he follows Chrift. 
Were he really guilty of rejeding the evangelical 
do^rine of a fecond judiEcation by worka, with tiie 
plainnefs and honeily of a Suifle I would addrefs him^ 
as I beg you would permit me to addreis you* 

I. Neither you. Rev, Sir, nor any divine in tlie 

world have, I prefume, a right to blot out of the 

facred Records thofe words of Jefus Chrift, St* 

JaxatSf and St. Paul : BUJfed are they that do hO 

ccmmandments, that thiy may fca'ue Tight to the tree of 
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U/k.-^Nct 4*uery one thatfaji to. me^ Lori^ Lord, fialt 
infer into the kingdom, of^heanjen^ But be that does the 
<vjill of my Father — Be ye therefore doers of the 
<rvord, and not hearers only, dee fiving your o'wnJeUueS'^^ 
/'jT as lue are under the laiv to Christ not the hearers of 
the la'Vi JhaU he jufi before God, hut the doers rftbe 
lanAj Jhall be justified. — E*very man s WORK JhaU 
Ik made manifeft : For the day JhaU declare it^ hecaufe 
if JhaU be revealed by fire, and the fire JhaU try every 
man s work of twhat fort it is. His very ivords 
ftiall undergo the fevereft fcrutiny : I fay untoyou^ 
(O how many will infinuate the contrary!) that 
every idle ijjord that men Jhall Jpeak they Jhall give ^c* 
count thereof in the day cf judgment, /br by 
THY ^ovi\>% Jhalf thou then be justified, and by 
thy *words Jhalt thou x\i^Ti be condemned^ 

CanyouTay, Sir, that; the juflification mentioned 
by our Lord in this paiT^ge, is th^ faqoe as that 
which St. Paul fpeakfi of a^ the present priviledge 
of alj beliAvei:3* aD4 hA^, no particul^ ref^reace to 
the day ofjudgineni meatV^ojed in th< pr^cedijag fen«» 
Unce ? Or. wiU . yon intiimate . our Lord dojcs no,t 
dc^Urc we fh.aU'ba jul^ified.in the laft day by ivorh, 
bii.t by 'words F Vvduld.iiih evafion be judicious? 
Qo not all profe^ors know that ivords are *worh ia 
a!theological fenfe ; as being both the iigns of the 
nvorkings of our hearts, and the pofitive luorks of 
oju tongues ? Wiy you ejcpgfe your reputation as a 
divine, by tryijkg^to prove that although we fhall 
be juflified. by the wfr^ of our tongues, thofe of our 
hands and feet fhall never appear for or againfl our 
juflification ? Or will you infinuate th^t our Lord 
recanted the legal fermons written Matt. v. and xii ? 
If you do, his particular account of the day of judg- 
ment. Chap. XXV. which ftrongly confirms and 
clearly explains the dodrine .of our fecondjuftifi- 
cation by works, will prove you greatly miftaken ; 
as will alfo his declaration to St John above 40 
years after, Fehold I come quickly y and my revjard is 
<with mey to give to every man as his work, not faith, 
JhaU be. 

B 2 O if 
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O if fdth alone tarns the fcale of juAifying evK 
deDce at the bar of God, how many bold antino- 
mians will claim relation to Chriil, and boaft they 
are interefted in his imputed righteoufnefs ! How 
many will fay with the fooliih virgins, ** Lord / 
Lcrd f WE are of faith , znA Alraham^s children t 
Jn tl^ name we publicly oppofed all legal profefTors^ 
traduced their teachers as enemies to ^y free grace i, 
and to do theeferofice made it our buiinefs to expofe 
the righteoufnefs, and cry down the good works or 
thy people; therefore tord! Lord! open to v^V^ 
£ot alts f far from thanking them for their pains», 
without looking at their boaded faith, he will dif- 
mifs them with a Depart from me ye that work iW* 
qukj / As if he faid : 

*' Depart f. ye that made the do£lrine of my ' 
atonement a doke for your fins> or frwed it as a^ 
ptitaw imdtr the arms of mj peop/e, to make them 
ileep in carnal fecnrity when they (hould hava 
iMtorhdoHt their fglvatsott. ^tbfear and trembling^ 
You pfi^fifs to knotv. me% bat I difown yoo. Myfheep 
I know.: Them that are mine I know: The seal of ' 
my hoUnefs is upon them all : The motto of it . 

-{L£T HiM THAT I«AMETH THE NAME OF ChRIST. 

DEPART FROM INIQUITY) fs deeply cngravcn on 
their faithful breads — Nor on yours, Ye carnal^ Yc. 
fold under Sin»" 

** And njufy taUtd je me Lord f Lord! and did not 
d^ the things whictf I /aid? Why did you even ufe 
my rightepufnefs as a breafl-plate^ to ftand it out. 
againu the 'word of my righteoufjufi,\ and as an en- 
gine to break both tables of my law, and batter 
down VQCf HoUneft ? Your heart condemns you, Yc^ 
finners in XSon. /' Ye Ja/t tuithout fa*vour / Yc be- 
lievers without charity ! And am not I greater than 
your heart! And knonu T not your luorksT Yes, /" 
knofw that the Jb^u^of God is not inyou^ for you d©- 
fpifed one of thefe ray brethren. How couldyoa 
think to deceive me the Searcher of hearts and Tryer 
itf reins f And how did you dare to call your/el'ues by. 
m/siem^f As if you. were m^ people? my deat 

' £e&plei: 
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iUmctfion is nothings uncircumcifion is nothings tut tli 
keeping of the commandments of God ^ i Cor. vii. 19. 

m. This dodlrine is (b obvious in the fffriptureSf 
fo generally received in all the churches of Chri(l» 
and fo deeply engraven on the confeience of iincere 
profefTors, that the mod: eminent minifters of all 
denominations perpetually allude to it (Yourfelf, 
Sir, not accepted, as I could prove from your fer- 
mons, if you had not recanted them). How often, 
for inilance, has that great man of God the truly 
reverend Mr. Whitefield faid to his immenfe Con« 
gregations 1 ** You are warned, I am clear of your 
blood, I fhall rife as a fwift witnefs againft you, or 
you again il me, in the terrible day of the Lord : O 
remember to clear me then ;" or words to that pur- 
pofe. And is not this juft as if he had faid, '* We 
Ihall all hejujiified or condemned in the day of judg- 
ment by what we are now doing; I by my preaching, 
and you by your hearing ?" . 

And fay not, Sir, that " fuch expreflions were only 
fights of oratory^ and prove nothing " If you do, 
you touch the apple of God's eye, Mr. Whitefield 
was not 2i flighty orator^ but fpoke the words of fober* 
nefs and truth, with divine pathos^ and floods of 
tears declarative of his fincerity, 

Inilead of fwelling this letter into a volume (as 
I eaiily might) , by producing quotations from alt 
the fober puritan divines, who have diredtly or in» 
diredly aiferted a 2d. j unification by works, 1 fhall 
prefent you only with two pafTages from Mr. Henry. 
On Matt. xii. 37. he fays, Corifider how ftria thi 
judgment will he on account of our nvords. By thv 

WORDS THOU SHALT BE JUSTIFIED 0r CONDBMNED^ 

a common rule in men^s judgments, and here applied 
to Gods, Note, the conftant tenor of our difcourfe^ 
according as it is gracious ^ or not gracious, nvill be ant 
evidence for us, or againfl us at that day, Thofe that 
feemed to be religious^ hut bridled not their tongue^ 
nvillthen be found to hofve put a cheat upo9 themfel'vet 
nvith a 'vain reli£ioit,^'''^'^h concenu us /« think mucb 
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c/ ibi 4^ of\jiiJgmnt^^ tiiff tbifi m^^ -if a 4^ck^om^ 
Upon thbfe words, Rom. 2, 13. Not thb 

REAa£ltS^ cr -TUE liAW A^ K J.UST BEEORbGod, 
BVT THB OOE&S OP THB LaW SHaLL CE JUSTI-. 

fied; the boDcft commcoutoj: fays, The J.twifix, 
(Antinoxnian) Dodors bcl/terfduf their fallovners 'with, 
an ofiniom tJjat all that 'were 'J.t'ws^ (ihc e)e^ people, 
of God) kc'Uf had fce'uer they ii*ved, Jbould ha*vc a 
glorious plate in the 'world to come. This the Apofilt, 
is£re oppojes. It ivas a <uery great pri*viledge that they 
had the Lvw^ hut net a /aving pri'viledge, unl£«s 

THEY lAbP LP TO THE LAW THEY HAB. — : — IFe 

may apply it to the Go/pel : It is not bearing but noi n c 

THAT WILL SAVE U:>y Johll XUi I7. jam. U 2 3^ 

Who d4)e& uot perceive that Mr. Henry faw the 
truth,, and fpoke it fo far as he thought his calvi- 
niil readers could bear it ? Surely if that good man 
dared to fay ^^ much, 'we who have done ^^ leaning 
too much cowards caivinifm/' jQaould be inex^ufabie 
if we did not fay alL 

IV. Thcfe tellimonies. will, I hope, make yoo 
wei|;h with an additional decree of candor the folr 
low^ng arguments, which I mall produce as a Lo^ 
gician, left any (hould be tempted to call me a bold 
MttaphyficiaUf or ahncfi a Magician, 

The 'voice that St. John heard in heaven did nof 
fay, Bleffed are the dead that die in the Lord, for their 
fzixh/offows them : No, it is their works. Faitb 
u the hidden root, hope the riiing (lalk, and love, 
(K^gfth^r with jgood works, the nourilhing corn ; 
Ar>d as the King's agents who (111 a royal granary, 
do not take in the roots and ftalks, but the pure 
wheat alose: So Chrift takes neither faith nor 
hoDjc into heaven, the former being glorioufly^ ab- 
foroed in fight, ajid the latter in enjoyment. 

If I may compare faith and hppe to the chariot of 

Ifrael and the courfer thereof ^ they both bring be« 

lievers to the everUiling doors of glory, but do not 

titam ihe^felves. Not fp ^6vr 2LLdg,cod Wotks, 

2 ibi 
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l^opJe? mine e/e^P Are not ^U my^ peculiar f€opU- 
partakers of my hoUnefs^ and zealous of good mjorks ? 
Have not I thofen to my/elf the man that is godly ? 
And protellc4 that the ungodly Jhall itQt ftand in judg-^ 
ment, novfimers (though in (heep's clothing) in the 
congregation of the righteous? And fay I not to thfi 
nvicks^d, though he ihould have been one of m)( 
people^ Lo ammi Thou art none of my peopje now, 
ijuhat hafl thou to do iMith taiing 7ny covenant in ihf 
mouth ? You denita me in ijuorks, and did not ivaj^^ 
your hearts from iair^uity 'in my blood > therefore ac-. 
cording to my word, I deny you in my turn, 
^efore n^ Father and his holy angels, Perijh your 
hopey Ye hypocrites! And utter darknefs be your 
portion, Ye doubU minded! \jtX. fcarfulnefs furprife 
you, ye tinkling cymbals L Let the fall ofyour Babels 
cruGi you, Ye towering profe/Tors of my humble 
faith ! Fly, ye clouds Without luat'er ; Ye chaff", fly 
before the blaft of iny righteous indignation ! I'er 
^workers of iniquity ! Ye Satans transformed into angels 
cf light ! Te etirfedl depart!" 

IF. Nor is our Lord Angular in his dodlrine of 
juftificatipn or condemnation by 'works in the day of 
judgment. If it is an herefy, the Patriarchs, Pro- 
phets, and Apollles are as great heretics as theiif 
JJaller. Enoch, quoted by St. Jude, prophefed th^t 
when the Lordjhall come' to execute judgment upon all 
men, he ivill convince the ungodly among them of all 
their ungodly deeds and hard speeches. This 
convidion will no doubt be in order to condemna- 
tion ; and this condemnation will not turn upon 
unbelief, but its effeds, ungodly deeds and hard 

fpeeches. Solomon confirms the joint teflimony 

of Enoch and St. Jude where he fays. He that kno*w» 
ith the heart Jhall render to every man according to hi9 
works: and ^aln, Kno^w. O young man, that for 
all ihefe thingr^ for all thy ways, God Jhall bring 
thee into^ judgment, 

St. Paul, the great champion for faith^ is pecu* 
Uarly expreis upon this anti>Crifpiaa dotlrine. 

B 5 "i^W 
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9%e Itrd^ fays he, in the day cfijurath and revelathn 
tffbi righteous judgment of God J nviU render to e*very 
man uceording to his deed :» ; to them that continue 
IN WBLL DOING, here is the true perfeverance of 
the faints! Eternal li/e ;-— indignation upon e'very foul 
of man that dobs evil, and glory to every man nvho 
wo R K ETH good ; for there is no ref^eS ofperfons vsith 
God — Weflfallall appear before the judgment-feat of 
Chrifi, that every one may receive the things done in 
the lody, not according to that he hatn believed^ 
whether it be tme or falfe, bnt according to that be 

hath done* ^whether it be good or bad, St. Peter 

aflerts that the Father without refpeQ of perfons judg* 
eth according to every mans work.— And St. John, 
who next to our Lord gives us the moft particular 
defcription of the day of judgment, concludes it by 
thcfe awful words, Jlnd the dead vaere judged out of 
things vtritten in the hooks ^ according to their works. 
Jt is not once faid according to their faith. 

Permit me. Sir, to fum up all thefe teftimonies 
in the words of two kings and two apollles. Let ut 
,heartbe conclufion cftbe^wbole matter^ fays the King 
who- chofe Wifdom, Fear God and keep his com- 
mandments, for this is the vjhoie duty of man ; for 
Godjhall bring every work into judgment y v)hether. 

it be good or evil, They that have done good^ 

fays the King who is Wifdom itfelf (and the Atha- 
nafian creed after him) /hall go into everlajling life ; 
end they that have not done good, or that have 
DONE eviU to everlajling puntJhment,'-^-^Tou fee 
then, and they are the words of St. James, that a A 
man //justified by works, and not by faith only. 
By faith he is juftified at his converfion, and when 
his backflidings are healed. But he is juftified by 
viorks (i.) In the hour of trial, ?i% Abraham was 
nuhen he had offered up Ifaac : (2,) In a court of 
fpiritual or civil judicature, as St. Paul at the bar 
of Fcftus : And {3.) before the judgment-feat of 
Chrift, as every one will be whofe faiths when he 
l^oes hepce, is found voorking by love : For there, 
M/s Si. Fatti^ as well as in confiftorial co^drts, cir- 

^umciftoM 
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for. Love Is Iboth the nature and^element of Taints iot 
glory; and good Works necefi^rily f$l!env themi, 
both in tbi bonks of remembYance which Jball then> 
be. opined^ and in*the objedts and witneiTes of thofe 
woncsy who (hall then be all prefent; as it appears; 
from the words of our Lord, Tou have done it, or^ 
yQji.ba*ve not done it to one of the leaft of these mys 
brethren ; and thofe of St. Paul to his dear converts,,' 
You ftiall be nvf joy- and m^ cronvn in that day. 
Thus it is evident that although faith is the tem- 
porary meafure according to which. God deals ouCv 
his mercy and grace in this world; as we may ga- 
ther from that weet faying of our Lord, Be it dontr 
to thee according to thjf FAiTii.; yet h've and gi>94ii 
njuprks are the eternal' meafures, according' to which^ 
he diflributes juftification^ and glory in the world: 
to come. On ueft obfervations Largoe^ 

We (hall be juftified-in the laft day bf the grace 
and evidences which ^all/ik«:remainV 

Love and good. W6rk3», the ftoiti of faith, ihalL 
then remain*. 

Therefore w& (half tben be jbftified by Love and 
good: 'Works.: That is, not by faith, but by its. 
jrttits. 

. V. This do6^rine fo agreeable to fcriptare, t&a^ 
fcQtiment of moderate calvinifts, and the dic- 
tates of reafon, recommends itfelf likewife /# every/ 
man's confcience in the fight of Gk^di WJio,. but Dr. 
Crifp, could (after a calm review, of the whole af* 
fair) affirm that in the day of judgment, if I am^ 
accufed of being actually an hypocrite, Chriil's 
Sincerity will juflify me, whether it be found in mcL 
or not ? 

Again, Suppofe 1 am charged with being a drunk* 
ard, a thief, an whoremonger, a covetous perfon;; 
or a fretful, impatient, ill-natured man,, or if you; 
pleaic a proud bigot, an implacable zealot, a mali-. 
cious perfeeutor, who, notwithftanding fair appear- 
atices of godliaefi, would rai(^ diiturbuaces even in» 
kfliv«a..if I were admitted diere: WiU ChriflV 
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fobrietf » honefly^y cbaflity, generofity ; er will his 
gestlenefi, patience, and meekfiefs, juiHfy me from 
luch dreadfal charges ? mujQ: not I be found really 
fober^ bonefty chafie, and charitable? Mull I not 
be inherently gentle, meek, and loving ? Can we 
deny this without flying, in the face of common 
fenfe, breaking the flrongefl bars of fcriptural truth, 
and opening, the flood-gates to the fouleit waves of 
antinomianifm ? If we grant it, do we not grant 
a fecondj unification by works? And does not St» 
Paul grant, or rather in^t upon as much, when he 
declares tluit WithQui bolinejs no man Jhall fet tbt 
Lordf 

VI. You will probably afk what advantage the 
Ch.urch will reap from this doArinQ of a ^cond 
j unification, by works. I anfwer that, under God,, 
it will roufe AntiQomians out of thcif carnal fe- 
curity, fUr up believers to follow bard after Koli- 
Yieft^. aod reconciie faxal di£u:oB^e8..axi>on^ Ciirif* 
tians, aud feeming contradi£lions in the fcr;pj(ur^». 

' \^») It .will r^-awikkf nJintiAomiafts, t> - wbo fanfy; 

tber* 



\ I beg I may not be underftood to level the fol lowing part* 
gupht, Ar-aoypait of thefe letteijs, at my piott$ Cak/inift bre* 
threoh Ood ki)OW8 how deeply I reverence many, who are 
immovably fixed in what feme call tbi dcSfyinet cf grace ; how 
glMfy (as confcicas' oi their genoine converfion tad eminent 
itfefiilnere)'!. wovM lie iii'th«« dajft'at their feet to honot our 
JLord so hi< dcaij membera^ and how- nfton I have thought it a 
poonliar infelicity in any. degree to dHTeat from fuch excellent 
men, with whom I wanted both to live and die, and with 
whom I hope foon to reign for ever. 

As thefe real children of God lament the bad ufe antinombnt: 
Biake of their principles, I hope thry will not be offended if \ 
bta my teftimony againft a giowiog evil, which they have fre- 
quently oppofed themfelves. While the Cahhifti gu^rd the 
FoundaHM againft tbarifees, for which I return them my f^nnere' 
th'anlts ; they will, I hope, allow the Remonftra/tts to goard 
the fttferftruSlure agaifift antinomiant. If io doing thofe good 
offfcet to the churdi, we find oorfelvcs obliged to bear a littl* 
hard npon the pecuhar fentiir.ents of our cppolite friendi, let ui 
da it ja fudua aMUUier as not co Ucak dEie boAds of jieace ani 

brotiicilf* 
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tliere 18 noc9ndemmaSh»-to thimt whether the)r 'walk 
' pftirthe fprrit -in 4iyviy Or' «/)fr tbejlejh^ in malice ; 
•wliether t^ey fsrjaki all to f^ll^nj^ Chrift^ or Hkc 
■ Jtidas and Sapphira keep httck fart ^what ihoald 
■be the Lord's without rtfewe. Thoufands boldly 

profeft jxi4lifying fakh and perhaps eternal jafti- 
"ication, who rcverenc«"the commandnkents of God, 
■Jail as much as they regard ^he Smptnres quoted 
'in Mri W.'s tn^frutes. 

Upon 'their do6trinal fyftems they raife a tower 

• of prefumption, whence they bid defiance both lo 
the Law and G<>fpel of JdTas. His Law faysi, 
Lfi^e God nvith -all thy hiart -and ihy neighbour ms 

\thyj'elfy that thou mayeft li^e in gXoTy.^^Ifthou mnlt 
' enter info the life of glory, keep the commandments, 
^But thi^ xaifes their pky^ inliead of commanding 
' their refped and exciting their diligence, '* M«* 
fes- is buried, fay they: We have nothing to do 

• with the law ! IVe are not under ^he law tc Chrift ! 
'5efii8 is not a Lawgiver to-comroul, -bat a Redeemer 
'fo fave us." 

brotherly IcTo'^ners ; ft Hiall our honeft reproofs t>ecoiiie matter 
•fufsfvl exercife to that /ovr which tbinkttbuo ivi/f ioftth aii 
■ebhigf^ rtjpketb *vtn in /i>^ galling t^uth, and ia nekiier fueiuhed 
by many vmtin^ nor damped by *ny oppofition. 

I have long wiHifd to fer, on both fides of the queflion about 
which we unhappily divide, moderate men fleppinf out of tbi 
vnChinkttag, noify croud of their party, to look each other Iov« 
in*ly in the face, and to convince the world that with impartial 
^eal ihcy will guard hotb the foundation and th« fapfrftruditr« 
agatnft all adverfarics, thofe of their own party not excepted* 
Whoever does this cmne tulit punEfum : he is a real friend to 
^vb parties, and to the %uboU gofpel ; for he cordially eo^.bracet 
all the people of God, and joins in one blefl'ed medium the 
feemingly incompatible extremes of fcriptural truth ^-Y e men of 

• clear heads, honeft hearts, and humble loving fplrits, natjure 
.'and grace have formed you on purpofe to do the cbur<;h this >m» 

portant fervice. Therefore without regarding the bigots of 
your own party, in the name of ths loving Jerus, and by his 
cathoUc fpirit, give profelTors public hffons or moderathn and 
4SMfiJiettcy, and permit me to leara thofe rare virtues with thou-* 
Xaods at your fset. 
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The'Cofpel cries to them Ripnttjutd liliinfi, anl 
/yuftas if God was to be the penitent believbg^fia- 
'ser, they carele($ly reply/^'The Lord muft do aU^ 
-repentance and^th are iii works, and they will^be 
'done in the day of his power;** and fo withont 
reiiflance they aecently fbljow the ftream of worldly 
^vanities and-fleihly Infts.— ^t. Paul cries, If^ji Is^fi 
^afttr th€ JUJb jt Jhalldii : We know better, anfwer 
they» there are neither if*% nor conditions in A 
•thegofpel: He adds. This tu thing i da^ Uavini 
.^bt things that an behind^ /press tttvards the marh, 
Jwr thi prize rf my high calliug in Chri/t Jefus--^ 
the creiwn ofiifi: JBe ji,/hiletwers efme : Run akb 
the ruce that is fit before you, " What ! fay they, 
-woald you have us rum and inorkjor life } Will 
.you always harp upon that l^al ftriqg del do^ 
inftead of telling us that wehave nothing to do, but 
•to believe that all is done ? — St. James cries. Shew 
jour faith by your 'uwrh ; faith 'without nvorks it 
.i>BAD44rea4y, much more that which is accompV 
nied by bad works. ^^Whati fay they, do yt^ 
:think the lamp of faith can l>e put out as a candle 
. oan be extinguiflied, by not being fuffered to ihinef 
'We orthodox hold jud the contrary : We mainti^ 
both that faith can never die^ and that living faitih 
is confiftent not only with the omlfion of good 
'works, buti»^itfi the commrflion of the moft horrid 
* crimes.** — 8t. Peter bids them gi^e all diligence to 
make their eUStion fure by adding to their faith 
'wirtuef 8sc. "Legal fluff! fay they, the covenant 
is well ordered in aH -things and;^r^ ,• Neither wHl 
our *virt4ie fave us, nor our fins damn us.** — St. 
John comes next and declares, He that finnetb is tf 
4be De*viL *• What! fay they, do you think to 
make us converts to Arminianifhi, by thus intinuat* 
'ine; that a man can be a child of God to-day and a 
child of the devil to morrow r" St. Jude ad- 
vances lail and charges them to keep tbemfel'ves in 
4he love ofGod^ymdi they fapinely reply, ** We can 
do nothing: Befides, we are as eaiy and ^as >fafe 
mithout ^/rame as wiik ooeJ' 
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^ith the fevenfbld (hleld of their antiftomiaa 
iaith they would fight the i z appflles round, and 
come ofF, in their own imagination, more than 
conqnerors. Nay, were Chrill himfelf to come to 
them incognito, as he did to the difciples that went 
to Emmaus, and fay, Be ye perfe^ as your Father 
nvho is in bea'ven is perfedy it is well if, while they 
meafured him from head to foot with looks of pity 
Of furprizc, fome would not be bold enough to lay 
with a fneer, ** You are a perfection id it feems, a 
follower of poor John Wefley ! Are you ? For our 
part we are for Cbriji and free grace^ but Joha 
Wefley and you are lov perfeOion sni^/ree ivilL ' 

Now» Sir, if any dodlrine, humanly fpeaking, 
can refcue thefe miftakeh fouls out of fo dreadful a 
fnare, it is that I contend for. Antinomian dreams, 
vanilh before it, as the noxious damps of the night 
before the riiing fun. St. Paul, if they would but 
hear him out, with this one faying as with a thoufand 
rtms would demolifh all their Babels : Circumcijion is 
nothing, uncircumcijion is nothings but tbe keeping of 
tbe commandments of God: Or, to {peak agreeable to 
our times, '* Before the tribunal of Chrifl, forms 
of godlinefs, calvinian and arminian notions ar§ 
nothing ; confellions of faith and recantations of 
error, paft^manifeflations and former experiences 
are nothings but tbe keeping of tbe commandments of 
God\^^ the very thing which antinomians ridicule 
or negledl ! 

(2.) This do6lrine is not lefs proper to animate 
feeble believers in their carelefs purfuit of holinefs, 
O if it were clearly preached and fteadily believed-;- 
if we were fully perfuaded we ftiall foon appear 
before tbe judgment feat of Cbriji, to anfvver for every 
thought, word and work, for every bufinefs we 
enter upon, every fnm of money we lay out, every 
meal we eat, every pleafure we take, every afflidioa 
we endure, every hour we fpend, every icUe word 
we fpeak, yea and every temper we fecrctly, in- 
dulge, — if we knew we fhall certainly gt«ue account 
of ail the chapters we read, aVl Ocit ^ta.^«t^^^ ciS&w% 

C ^ 
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ill the iermbns we hear or preach, all the facraments 
we redltve ; of all the motions of divine grace, all 
At beams of heavenly light, all the breathings of 
the ipiHt, aJl the invitations of Chrifl, all the draw- 
Jngs of the Father, reproofs of our friends^ and 
checks of our own conicience,— — and if we were 
deeply conicious that every neglect of duty will rob 
us Ota degree of glory, and every wilful fin of a 
jewel in oar crown, if not our crown itfelf ; what 
jbumble^ watchful, holy, heavenly perfons would 
we be! How ferious and felf denying! How d!li- 

gent and faithful ! In a word, how angelica], and 
ivine in all manner rf cwfuerfation / 
Did the Woman, the profefiin^ church, cordially < 
embrace this dodlrine, fhe would no more flay in the 
mnUerne/s idly talking of her heioh;ed; but actually 
kaning upon him (he woo^ld come out of it in the fight 
of all her eiiemii's. No more wrapped up in the 
ihowey cloud of ideal perfeftion or imaginary righ- 
teoufnef^, and calling away her cold garments, 
her moon-Iike changes of merely doftrinal apparel, 
fhe would fhine with the dazzling glory of her 
Lord; fhe would bum with the hallowing fires 
of his love : Once more fhe would be chthed 'with 
the Sun and have the Moon under her feet t 

Ye lukewarm Talkers of Jefus's ardent love, if 
you were deeply confcious that nothing but love 
(hall enter heaven, inftead of judging of your 
growth in grace, by the warmth with which you 
efpoufe the tenets of Calvin or Arminius, would . 
you not inftantly try your flate by the xiii. Chap. 
to the Corinthians, and by our Lord^s alarming 
mefTages to the falling or fallen churches of Afia ? 
Springing out of your Laodicean indifference, 
would you not earneflly pray for the faith of the 
gofpel, the faith that fworks by burning lo've? M the 
fire is kindled, would you not be afraid of putting 
it out by quenching the Spirit ? Would not you even 
dread gf'ie-ving him lefl your love Jkould gronv cold T 
Ffir from accounting the Jhedding abroad of the love 
^od in jour hearts nil uuncc^ftw^ /rame, >«Ci>aiVl 
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yo« not be ftraitcned till you were Baptized e^virj 
ene of you ivitb the Holy Gboft and nuitbjire ? 

Ye who hold the dodlrine of perfeftion without 
going on to perfe^ion^ and ye who explode it as a 
lernicious delufion, and inconfiflently publiOi 
Lymis of folemn prayer for it, how would you 
agree from the bottom of your re-awakened hearts 
to fing together in days of peace and ibcial worfliip, 
as you have carelefsly fung afunder, 

O for an heart to praife our God ! 

An heart from fin fet free ! — 
An heart in ^y\y thought renew'd 

And fiU'd with love divine ! 
Per/ed, and right, and pure, and good, 

A copy. Lord, of thine. 

** Bigotry from us*' reoiove, 
FerfeQ all our fouls in Love, &c. 

O ye Halcyon days I Ye days of brotherly love 
and genuine holinefs ! . if you appeared to pacify 
and gladden our diflra£led Jerufalem, how fooa 
would practical chriftianity emerge from under the 
frothy billows of Antinomianifm, and the proud 
waves of Pharifaifin, which continually break againft 
each other, and openly y^^/w out their onunjhame! 
What carefulnefs would godly forrow 'work in us all! 
What clearing of ourfelifcs by calling away our deareft 
idols ! What indignation againft our former luke- 
warmnefs ! What fear of oiFending either God or 
man 1 What vehement defire after the full image of 
Chrift I What zeal for his glory I And ^hat revengi 
of our fins 1 /;; all things we ihould approve ourfel'ves 
for the time to come to be clear from the antinomian 
dclufion ! Then would we lee what has feldom been 
feen in our age, dillind (not oppofed) focieties of 
meek profefTors of the common faith, walking in 
humble love, and fupporting each other with cheer- 
ful readinefs, like different battalions of the fame 
invincible arm^. And if ever we perceived any 
contention among them, it would be only about the 
' Q z loweft 
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feweft place and (be ixroft dangeroas poft. Inftea^ 
of Jiri*oing fmr maftery they would drive only who 
ihould ftand trued to the ftandard of the crofs, and 
1)elt anfwer the negleded motto of the primitive 
cbriftiaofs: Non magnm loquimtir fed <ui*uimus* ** Our. 
religion does not confifl in high words bat in good 
works.** 

(3.) I obferved that this dodrine will likewife 
teconcile feeming coDtradidions in the fcriptures 
and &tal differences among chriftians: Take one 
inftance of the former: What can thofe who rejeft 
a fecondj unification by works make of the folemn 
words or our Lord, By thy Wcrds thou Jkalt hejvftim 

Jied^ or hy thy Words thou Jhab he condemned. Mat* 
xii. 37 ? And-by what art can they poflibly recon- 
cile them with St. Paul's aiTertions, Rom.^ iv. 9, 
^0 him that tvoriefh not, hut helieveth on him thai 

juftifieth the ungodly^ his Fgith is imputed to him far 
Righteoufvefs, And, v. .1. Being juftifi^ hy Faith^ 

' *we have Peace trnth God, through our Lord Je/us 
Chriji. Accept an example of the latter. Jn the 

' antinomian days of Dr. Crifp arofe the honeft 
people we call Quakers. Shocked at the geneiid 
abuie of the dodlrine of j unification by faith, thdy 
rafhly inferred it cpuld never be from God ; and 
feeing none Jball hejuftified in glory bat the doers of 
the law J they haftily concluded there is but one 
juftification, namely the beine made inherently juft, 
or the being fan^ified ancT then declared holy. 
Admit our dodrine, and you have both parts of the 
truth, that which the Antinomians hold againft the 
Quakers, and that which the Quakers maintain 
9gainft the Antinomians. Each alone is dangerous, 
both together mutually defend each other, and make 
up the fcriptural do6lrine of juflificatioa, which is 
invincibly guarded, on the one hand by faith 
againfl Pharifees, and on the other by ivorks 
againfl Antinomians. Reader, may both be thy 
portion ! So (halt thou be eternally reinflated botn 
m the favour and imag^ of God. 

\1. 
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Vr. But while I enumerate the benefits which the 
Church will reap from a /r/i^S^/W knowledge of our 
fecond j unification by worjcs, an honeft proteftant, 
wlio has more zeal for, than acquaintance with the 
truth, advances with his heart full of holy, indigna- 
tion, and his mouth of objedlions which he fays are 
unanfwerabie. Let us conlider them one by one. 

06J. I. ** Your popifh, antichriAian dodrine I 
abhor, and could even' barn at a flake as a witnefs 
againft it. Away with your new-fangled arminian 
tenets ! 1 am for old chriftianity, and, with St. 
Paul, determined to kno-w nothing for j unification but 
Qbrijly and him crucified ^^^ 

Ah/. Do you indeed ! Then I am fure you will 

not deny both Jefus Chrift and St. Paul in this old 

chriftian dodrine, for Ghrift i^y% By thy words 

Jhalt thou be jujiifiedy and St. Paul declares, ^ot the 

hearers y hut the dobrs of the la^w ( of Chrifi) Jhall be 

juftified, Alas, how often are thofe who fay thq/ 

will kno'vj and have nothing but Chrift, the firft to 

fet him at nought as a Prophet, by railing at his holy 

doctrine ; or to reje<^ hipi as a King, by trampling , 

upon his royal proclamations ! But / imt that 

through ignorance they do it^ as do alfo their Rulers^ 

Obj. 2. ** This legal dodlrine robs God's dear 
children of their comforts and gofpel- liberty, binds 
JV'ofes' intolerable burden upon their ^x^& Ihoulders, 
and int angles them again in the galling jo^^ of bond" 
i^ge:^ 

Anf If God's dear children have got into ^falfe 
liberty of doing the devil's works, either by not 
going into the ^vineyard when they have ft id Lord .t 
go^ or by beating their feUo^jj fer'vants there indeai 
of working with them ; the fooner they are robbed 
of it the better ; for if they continue thus free, they 
will e'er long be bound hand and foot^ and caji inl^ 
^utrr darkn€/s. It is the very {pmX. o^ ^Tvxi^siCkmv- 
ftniim to reprefent God s <ammand7nenU ^% griei>ot u» jj 
and the keeping of his law as bondagt^ ^^^ ^^ ^^•^ 
4iutifal childrca of God : their fecart is^ ^«^«* 



( 18 ) 

nmcli at liherty^ as when they run beft tbe vo4n of 
hit eemmandmetitSf and fi fulfil tbe law ifCmifi* 
Keep them from obedience, and you Jceep them in 
thtfnare of the den>iU P^^mijing lihirty t9 ethers nvhile 
ehe^ themjel'ves are tbefer*uants of eerruptien. 

Again, you confound the heavy yoke of the dr- 

• cnmcifion and ceremonial bondage, with which the 
Galatians once intangled themfelves, with the eqfy 
joie of Jefus Chrifi, The former was intolerable^ 
the latter is fo light a burden, that the only way to 

'find reft unto our fouls is to take.it upon us. St. Paul 

* calls a dear brother )xi& yoke-fetUmo : Yon know the 
vfOrd Belt- al in the original /ignifies <without yoke \ 
they are Sons of Belial who (hake off the Lord's jr^i^ ; 
and though uey ihonld boaft of their eleSion as . 
much as »e Jews did, Chrift himfelf will fay con- 
cerning them, Thofe mine enemies that refiiie my 

' yoke* and ^s>iU not that I fl^uld reign over them^ 
■ hring hither and fiay them before me. So inexpref- 
iibly dreadful is the end oi laivlefs liberty! 

Ohj. 5, ** Your dodrine is the damnable error 
•f the Galatians, who madly left mount Sion for 
mount Sin a, made Chrifi the alpha and not the ome^ 
gUt and after having begun in the fpirit nuould be 
^ade perfeQ by the fieflj. This is the other gofpel 
which St. Paul thought fo diametrically contrary to 
his own, that he nx)ijhed the teachers of it, though 
they were angels of God, might be even accurfed and 
€Utoff:^ 

Anf You are under a capital miflake ; St. Paul 

could never be fo wild as to curfe himfelf, anathe* 

euaiixe St. Jan^s, and wifh the MeJ/iah to be again 

£ut off: for he himfelf taught the Romans that the 

doers of tbe la^w ft^all be juftified ; St. James cvi- 

• dently maintains a juftification by <works ; and oar 

' Lord exprefsly fays ^ thy <words thou fl>alt be jufti- 

'jffeji'.*-^— Again, the apoftle, as if he had forefeen 

- how his Epfflle to the Ga\ai\2ct^^ 'N6\3\^\^^^^aiQl(<td. ts^ 

' tfntinoinian porpofes, gWes w^ m \x \\v^ m^^ ^^wct* 

• fill antidotes againft that ipo\fotv. T^VtVwo ^x^^Jfixt* 
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ikt fulfilling of all the law : Lovi one another^ fkf9 
he, for all the La<w is fulfilled in this onenJUordi Thott 
Jhak love thy neighbour as thyfelf^ becaufe none caai 
love his neighbour as htmfelf, but he that loves 
God with all his heart. How difiereirt is'this doc- 
trine from the bold antinomrair cry " We have no- 
thing to do with the law!" (2.) He enumerates 
the ivorki of the fiejh^ adultery^ hatred^ variance,, 
vjreuhj ftrife^ herefies, envyingS:, &c. ofiAjbichy fays 
he» / tell yon before^ as I have told you in time paftt- 
that th^ voho Dojiich things fljall not bejuftified in* 
the day of judgment, or which is the fame thing,. 
Jhall not inherit the kingdom of God, How diiFerent 
a gofpel is this, from that which infinuates " im« 
penitent adulterers may be dear children of God,, 
even while fuch, in a- ver}^ fafe flate, and quite 
furc of glory I'* And (3.) as if this awful warnings 
was not enough, he point-blank cautions his read- 
ers againft the CriQ>ian error. Be not deceived ^. 
fays he, vuhatever a maft (not vjhatever Chrifi) 
fovjethy that Jhall be alfo reap : He thatfovjeth to the 
fiejh fl3all reap corruption ^ and he that fovjeth tar the 
fpirit Jhall reap life everlafting. How amazingly 
itrong therefore mull your prejudice be, which 
makes you produce this Epiftle to thrufl love and 
good works out of the important place allotted them 
in all the word of God i And no where more than 
in this very epiftle ! 

Ohj, 4. *' Notwithftandin? all you fay I am per- 
fuaded you are in the dreadful herejy of the Galatians, 
for they were, like you, for juftification by the works 
of the law ; and St. Paul refolutely maintained 
againA them the fundamental dodlrine o^ jufiifi^ 
cation by faith,** 

Anf If you once read over the Epiftle to the Gala- 
tians without prejudice, and without comment, 
you will fee that (1 .) they had rttiimed to t\jt \>*f;- 
_garJj elements of this *worldy by ive^x^tiQwScj «\>ftT«o- 
/MTg^ days^ months^ times and ytars. {^:\\xsci!&^^^ 
they atuid nut b^ fiiwd exuft tb« «»>«rt «^*^*T?i^ 

t^r Submitted evea to xkax e^^^^ ^SJS 
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true faith, (s.) that we did notmaiej^tfwrcci oftht 
faithf — that we were not tahn epvaay as branches in 
Him 'wbifh hear not fruit, but ah^de fruit ful branches 
in the true 'vim, and (3.} that we are Hill in him by 
HOLY L0VB9 the precious and eternal fruit of true 
perfevering faitu., JIow bad is that ^caufe which 
mud fupport itself by charging an imaginary con- 
tradidlion upon the IVifdom of God^ lefus Chrift 
Jiimfelf • ! 

Qhj. 

*- Thit II freqacotlf the firatagem of thole who have no «r« 
fttflpenti to produce. I bore my teftimony againft it in the Vif|* 
4cttibii» and flattered myfelf that ferious writers would be ieii 
forward to oppofe the truth* and ezpofe the minifters of Cbrlft 
by that injudicioua way of difcuffing controverted pointa. Not« 
wtthftanding this, I have before me a little pamphlet, in which 
-the Fditor endeavours to Mifwer Mr. W.*t Miaufes, by extraft- 
.isg from bit writings paiTages fuppofed to ftand in dire^oppo* 
fition to the Minutes. Hence in a borlefque upon the Declaration 
he tries to reprefeot Mr. W. as a knave. 

I would juft obferve upon that performance, (i.) that by thit 
fliedrod of ralfing duft, and avoiding to reafon the cafe fairly, 
•fery malJciottt infidel may blind injudicious readers, and make 
triumphing fcofFers cry out, Jefus againft Chrifl I Saul agaioft 
St. Paul f or John the Divine againft John the Evangelift ! as 
ipjell as Wefley againft John ! and J.)hn againft Wefley. (2.) 
Mr. W. having aclcnowledged in the brginoing of the Minutes, 
he ** had leaned too much towards Calvinirm,'* we noay nata- 
rallyexpeA to meet to his voluminous writings, with a few 
expreiHons that Look a little towards Antinomianifm ; and with 
fo me paragraphs, which ( \fr hen dttached from the context, and 
fiot coniidered as fpcken to deep mourners in Zioo, or to (buls 
of undoubted fincerity) feem diredtly to favour the delufion of 
-the prefent t>.es. (3.) This may eaHJy be accounted for, 
without flying to the charges of knavery or contradi^ion. When 
after ¥Korking long without cbearing light, we difcover the 
ravilhing day of luminous faith, we are all apt in the ftncerity 
of our heart to fpeak almoft as unguardedly of works, as Lu» 
thtr did ; but when the fire of antincm'an temprations' has 
freffuently burned us, and confumed thoufands around ut, we 
luftiy dread it at laft ; and ceaftng to lean toward* Crifp^s diti- 
nity, we return to St. James, St. John, and St. Jiidr, and to 
the tatt^ part of St. Paul's epiftles, which we to:} ol'ten over- 
•fooked, and to which hardly'two Minifters did, upon the whole, 
#ver do more juftke than Mr, Baxter and Mr, W. (4^) A man 
wh9 gives ip ittiSureBt peffie, cr totbf iAme ptoplo U diffirept 

times. 



OiJ.6, " Your doflrine cxal;s man; and, by 
giving him room to boaft, robs Chrift of the glory 
of his grace, ne top flone is no more brought forth 
^with Jhouting Grace ! Grace /but Works ! Works !** 
iinto it ; and the burden of the fong in heaven will 
be *^ Salivation to our works!" and no more 
*^ Sahafion to the LambP^ 

Anf. I no lefs approve your godly jealoufy, than 
I wonder at your ground lefs fears. To calm them» 
permit me once more to obferve, (i.) That this 
do6lrine is Chrid's, who would not be fo unwife as 
to fide with our felf-righteous pride, and teach us 
to rob him of his own glory. It is abfurd to fup- 
pofe Chriil would be thus ^gainft Chrift, for even 
^atan is too wife /« he againft Satan. (2.) Upon 
our plan as wcll^us upon Criip's fcheme, free grace 
has abfolutely all the glory. The love and good 
works by which we fliall be juftilied in the day of 
judgment are the fruits of faith, ^Xi^ faith is the gift 
of God, Chrift the great objed of faith, the Holy 
Ghoft called the Spirit of faith, the power of be- 
lieving, the means, opportunities and will to ufe that 
power, are all the rich prefects of God^s free grace^ 
All our fins, together with the imperfedions of our 



times, direftly contrary diredions, does not always contradi£l 
himfelf. 'I have a fever, and my Phyfician, under God, reftorcs 
me to health by cooling medlnnes; by and by I an afflif^ed 
with the cold rl>eumarifm, and he prefcribes fomentations and 
warming remedies, but my injudicious Apothecary oppofes him, 
under pretence that he goes by ro certain ruUy and giojsly cob* 
tradl£ii h'lmjelf. Let us apply this to Mr. W. and the Verfifier, 
remembering there is lefs difierence between a burning fever and 
a cold rheurriaufm, than between the cafe of the irifling antino- 
niian and that v{ the dejefled penitent. (5) Whoever confi- 
dfrs writhout prfjudice what our fatyric Poet produces as contra- 
iijfJioas, will find fome of them do not fo much as amount to 
an opf option, and that moil of ihem do not feem fo contradi^ory, 
as numbers of propofitions that might be extia<fled from the 

oracles of God, If the Editor of the Anfivf to the Mrr.utes 

will compare this note with the 31ft page of the T^i ndi cation y I 
hope he will find his performance anfwered, his indireft «,ttAt:VL 
upon the Minutes fruftrated, aad Mi% >W,'*%Yvftwt^'j ^>i^\^ ^^^sw- 
iicatcd. 
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vorksy are mercifully forgiven through the Uooi 
and lighteoufnefs of Chrift : Our perfons and fer- 
vices are gracionfly accepted merely^ for his fake 
&nd throu^ his alone merits : And if rewards are 
granted us according to the fruits of ris;hteoufnefs 
we bear, it is not becaufe fwe are profitable to God» 
bat becaufe the meritorious fap of the root of David 
produces thofe fruits, and th^ meritorious beams 
of the fan of righteoufnefs jipen them. Thus yoa 
fee that which way foever you loqlc at our jufHfica* 
tion» God ha» all the glory of it, but that of 
tdrAing moral agents into mere machines, a glory 
which we Jipprehend God does no more cTaim, 
than you do that of turning your coach- horfet 
into hobby-hoHes, and your fervants into pop* 
pets. 

UfaUb on earth gives Chrifl the glory of all our 
falvation, you need not fear that Lonfe (a iuperior 
grace) will rob him in heaven; for love u not 
puffed Mpf feeketb not her efwn, and does not hehavi 
berfelf unfeemly towards a beggar on earth ; much 
lefs will flic do fo towards the Lord of glory, when 
die has attained the zenith of heavenly perfec« 
tion. Away then with all the imaginary lions you 
place in your way to truth ! Notwithftanding 
Crifp's prohibitions, like the Bereans, receive Chrtft 
in his My doArine, and be perfuaded that in the 
laffc day you will fhout as loud as the honell Doc- 
tor, Grace ! Grace ! and Sal'vation to the Lamb : 
without fuggefling with him to thofe on the left 
hand the blafphemous fhouts of Partiality / Hypo- 
crify ! Barbarity I arid Damnation to the Lamb / 
Thus (hail you have all the free grace he juftly 
boafts of, without any of his horrid reprobating 
work. 

Obj. 7. " How will the converted thief that did 
no good works be juftified by works ?'' 

An/^ We mean by wor ks the nvhole of our inward 

tenders and out'ward beba'viour ; and how do you 

know the outward beba'viour of the converted thief? 

Jiid not iiis repix>of8» exhoiuucus, prayers, pa- 
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iience, and refignation evidence the livelinefs of 
of his faith, as there was time and opportunity f 
(2.) Can you fuppofe his innvcv-d temper was not 
' lO've to God and man ? Could he go into paradife 
without being born again? Or could he be born 
again and not love \ Is it not faid he that lo<ueth is 
born of God \ confequently he that is hern cf Gcd 
lo'vsth ? Again, does not he who loueth fulfil all the 
lavj^ and do, as fay^ St« AuguTtine, all good work* 
in one ? And is not the fulfilling of all the laiv of 
ChriJL work enough to jullify the converted thief 
by that law ? 

Ohj 8. ** You fay that vour dodlrine will make. 
Ds zealous of good iMorksy but I fully difcharge it 
from that office ; for the lo've of Chrijl conjlraineth us 
to abound in every good word and work." 

Jnf (i.) St. Paul, who fpoke thofe words with 
more feeling than you, thought the contrary; as 
well as his blefled Mafler, or they would never have 
taught this dodrine. You do not, I fear, evidence 
the temper o£ a. Bahe when you are fo exceedingly 
oy//^ ahoue 'what Chrill preached, and prudent aho^vje 
nvhaf the Apolllc njurote, (2) If the love of Chrift 
in profeffors is fo conftraimng as you fay, why do 
good works and good tempers bear fo little propor- 
tion to the great talk wc hear of its irrenftibie 
elHcacy ? And why can ihofe who hare tailed it 
return to fn as dogs to their -voviit ? Why can they 
even curie, fwear and get druuk ? be guilty of 
idolatry, murder, and inceil ? (3.) If love alone is ^ 
always fufficient, why did our Lord work upon his 
difciples hearts by the hope o£ tkr'cncs and a kingdom^ 
and by the fear of a I'jorm that dieth not, and a 
Jire that is not quenched} Why docs the Apoftle flir 
up believers to ferve the Lord ^^vith godly fear, by 
theconfideration x\\2X He is a coufurningf.re ? Illuf- 
tra'ing.his aflertion by this avvful warning, If they 
(Corah and his company) efcaped not, but were con- 
fumed by fire from Heaven, becaufe they refiftd 
him (Mofes) that f pake on e^rth\ ?nuch more pall not 
fwe efcape ifn.ue turn avjay frotn him that fpeal^eth 
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fi-cfM heaven f Why did St. Paul himfelf, who ni 
doubt underftood the gofpel as well as Crifp an4 
Salem ar(h, run a race for an incorruptible cronun^ 
«nd keep his body under ^ DiS'^ he bimfelf Jhould he a caft 
•et^waj ? O ye orthodox divines, and thou ludicrou 
verfifier of an awful Declaration, inflead of attempt 
iog to fet Paul againft Paul, and to oppofe Weilej 
to Wefley, an(wer thofe fcriptural queitions ; an( 
if you cannot do it without betraying heterodoxy 
for the Lore's fake, for the fake of thoufands ii 
Ifrael, keep no more from the feeble of the iloci 
thofe ncceiTary helps» which the <very chief of th 
upofiUst evangelical Paul, without any of you 
Crifpian refinements, continually recommended t< 
others, and daily ufed hlmfelf. And for )Ourowi 
foul's fake, never moreproHitute thefe awful words 
the Lwe of Chrift conftraineth us ; never more appl 
them to yourfclves, while you refufe to treat thi 
xnoft venerable ambaflador of Chrift, I (hail not fa' 
WiiYi refpe^fu 11 o-ue, hMl \y\\\i common decency. 

Obj, g. •* All the formal and pharifaical m; 
niflers, who are fwom enemies to Chrift and tl 
gofpel of his grace, preach your legal do^ri 
oi juftification by ivcris in the day of judgment ,*^ 

Anf. r\nd what do you infer fiom it? That f 
dodlrine is i'alfe? If the inference is juft, it \ 
follow there is neither heaven nor hell ; for t 
publicly maintain the exiftence of both But / 
pofc they now and then preach our dodrine witi 
ztal, without living according to ir, or wit 
pievioufly preaching the fall and a prcjent 
jpcation by faith i?t hrift productive of pcac 
power what can be cxpeifted from it ? V'. oul 
the doflrine of the atonement itfelf be totall 
lefs, if it were preached under fuch difj 

tages? The truth is, fuch niiiiiilers an 

for the roof, and you it f ems, only for the f 

tion : but a r^unlupportcd by folid walls 

to death, and a foundation without a roo 

xnucii better than the open air. I herefc 

/Wtf erbuilders^ like Si. ^a\x\> ax^ "ivix \ka.T 
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In their proper places. Like him, • when* tHe 
ibundation is well laid, leaving the Jirji principles of 
the do^rine of Chrifty they^^^ on to perfi3ion\ nor 
will they forget as they ijoork out their falvation^ to 
Jbout grace f grace^ to the lad flate that covers in the 
baildmg; or to the top-fone, the key that binds the 
Iblid arch. ^ 

• OhJ, lo. ** Should I receive and avow fuch » 
dofkrine^ the generality of profefTors would rife 
againft me; and while the warmed -would call me 
tifapiff an antichrift^ and what not; my deareft 
chriilian friends would pity me as an unawakened. 
^harifee, and fear me as a blind legalift/' 

Anf Rejoice 'and be exceeding glad ivhen edJ meft' 
{the godly not excepted) Jhallfay all manner of evil 

ef you falfely for Chrijls fake^ for preferring 

Chrift^s holy dodrinc to the Uofe tenets of Dr. Crifp r 
and remember that in pur antinomian days, it 19 
as great an honor to be called legal by falhionable 
profeflbrs, as to be branded with the name oF 
Methodift by the fots who glory in their fhame. 

Vn. As I would hope my Obje^lor is either (a- 
tisfied or filenced, before I conclude permit me x 
moment. Rev. Sir, to coniider the two important 
cbjeftions which you diredlly or indiredlly make 
in your Narrative. 

(i.) ** 1 Jhould tremble, fay you, page 21, lejt 
fame bold metapbyjician Jhould ajffirm that a fecont^ 
juftification by nuorks is quite conjijlent ivith ixjhat is 
contained in Mr, IV 's Declaration ; but that it is ex-- 
preffed in fuch sthong and absolute terms, as 
mujl FOR EVHR put the meft exquifete refinements of 
ptetaphyfcal diJiin3ions at defiance," 

Anf For e'ver at defiance.' Yoii furprifer 

me, Sir : I, who am as pesfeifl a flranger to exqui^ 
fie refinements as to C rifp'j eternal juftification^ defy 
you (pardon a bold expreflion to a l)dd metaphyfician) 
ever to produce out of Mr. W.'s DecV^\%.\icyGi<» V 
(hall not fay fas you do) strokg fv^'o K'^^^\.\i'^'«. 
TJSMMs, bat one fingle word, or uvxte ^^twY^^^^"*^ 
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CxclndiDg a fecond juftjfication by works; and I 
appeal both to your fecond thoughts and to the 
Qfiprejadiced world, whether thefe three propo- 
rtions of the Declaration, Wehaite no truft or con^ 
. fidtnci but in the alohe Merits tif Chrift for juftifi- . 
£MieM in tht de^ of judgment, ^""-^ Works ha've no part 
in MERITING or PURCHASiKC? our juftiJicationfr(:m 

firft' to Ift/t^ EITHER IN WHOLE OR IN PART. He 

it nnt a real Chri/tian Believer (and confe^uently ean^ 
n»t be fa'ved) who d"oes not good works ovi^/r^ 
there is time and cpporiunify ,-^\ appeal, 'I (ay, to the 
iH^pnjttdiced Wojid> whether thefe tfar«e propofi- 
tions are noo.highfy confiftent with this afTertion cf 
onrpMpd; fy thywtrds thoU Jhalt he jufiified. that 
if, ** Although from firtt to laft the alone Merits 
of my life, and death pur chafe or defer^ve thy jullifi- 
catidn ; yet in' the day of judgment thou (halt be 
j^ttfUicd^ thy ivorks\ that is, thy. julHHcatioa 
which ift pdrChafed by^my atone merits^ will entirely- 
turn-upon the evidence of thy works, accordinj^ to. 
th*e time and opportanity thou hail to do' them. 

\^'ho does not fee that to be juftifed by the evi- 
j>lKCB of tworksy and to be jujtifea ly the Mt kit t 
effwifrk'sy are no more pjirafes of the fame import, 
than Minutes • and Herefy are words of the fame fig» 
niiication I The latter propofition contains the 
error ftrongly guarded againft both in the Decla- 
,rklion and in thfe Minutes : The former contains 
an evangelical do<ftrine, as agreeable to the Decla- 
ration and Minutes as to the fcriptures ; a dodlrine 
of which we were too fparing when we " leaned 
too much tbwards calvinifm," but to which, after 
the example of Mr. W., we are now determined to 
do ju nice. 

Whoever is afhamed of Chrift* s nvordst we will 
proclaim them to the world. Both from Our pul- 
pit* and the prefs we will fay. By thy ^words thou 
Jhalt be juftified^ and by ihy ivords thou Jhalt be eon- 
denmed.^ ■ -Yea, Wboe'ver fiall fey to his brother, 
9%ou Fool! Jhall he in danger of bell jire» ^si^nwljo- 
y^rvtr maketb a lit pmll hamc bis jart in t\« UVe 



«t^V/^ Burnet h ki^thfiri anihrimftenei f6r at *wiiB tl9»: 
heart man believeth unto righteou/ne/s, or dilbelieveth^ 
to unrighteoafnefsy fo 'with the mouth antfejjien is¥ 
made to salvation, or hard ffeeches are uttered to- 
DAMNATION. Refcrvc therefore,^ revcnend Sir^^ 
your public praifes for a more proper oceadon thao* 
that which caufed their breaking out in your Nar-- 
rative^ Blessed be Goo, fay yoa, page i6». Mr^ 
U^ejley and ^3 of his preachers do not agree «with Mh. 
Oli*ver in the material article of a fecond jufiificatiom 
hy tjjorks. Indeed^ Sir, you are greatly mi ftaken^./ 
for we do agree with him, and fhall continue fo to* 
do, tin you have proved he does not agree with 
Jcfus Chrift, or that our doctrine is not perfeAljr 
confluent both with the Scriptures and the Decla- 
ration. 

(2.) Your iecond objeftion is not fo formal as 
the iirftj it mud be made up of broad bints feat- 
' tered through your Narrative, ancl they amount to 
this, •* Your pretended diHerence between j[uflifi— 
cation iy the merit of laorksy and juftificadon hy 
the EVIDENCE of tvorksf and between a ift and a 2d 
juftification, is founded upon thefuhtiUies ofmeta^ 
phyfical diftinSions : If what you fay wears the afpedb 
of truth, it is becaufe you gi<ve a ne^w turn to error,, 
by the almoft magical po^wer of metaphyfkal difiinc^ 
tions,** Pag. 16, 20, and 21. 

Give me leave, Sir, to anfwer this objedion by^ 
two appeals, one to the moit ignorant collier in my^ 
parifh, and the other to your own fenfible child ; 
and if they can at once underdand my meaning,, 
you will fee that my metaphyficat aiJlinHions y as youi 
are pleafed to call them, are nothing but the dic^ 
tutes of common fenft. I begin with the collier. 

Thomas, I (land here before the Judge accufed 
of having robbed the Rev. Mr. Shirley near Bath,,, 
lafl month on fuch an evening ; can you (peak &. 
word for me ? Thomas turns, to the Judge and fays,. 
^* Pleafe your Honor the accufation is falfe, for 
our parfon was in Madely-wood, and \ can make 
oath of it^ for he even reproved ma for &«»r«v'^'^^' 
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oikr flit's mdmh that very evenings" ' By his evi* 
dence ihe Judge acquits me. Now, Sir, a k curfing 
Tom whether I am acquitted and juftijicd by his 
meriti or by the fimplb t^idetut he has given, and 
he ^\ill tell you, ** Aye to be fure by the e'vidence : 
Though I am no fcholar, I know very well if our 
methodift parfon is not hanged, it is none of my 
defervings." 1 has. Sir, an ignorant collier, as 
grea^ a ftranger to your mttapbyfics as you are to hit 
nwdrel^ difcovers at once a material difFerencQ 
httwcen jufiificaiJoM hy the evidencb, vmd yujlifi* 
cation by the mbkits tf'a ivitne/s^ 

Kly 2d Appeal b to your fenfible child. By a 
plain comparifon I hope to make him at once un« 
dfrfland both the difference there is between our 
I ft and zd juftification, .and the propriety of that 
diffcfr^nce. T he lovely boy is old enough, I fup- 
pofe, to follow the gardener and me to yonder 
Burfery* Having (hewn him the operation of grafts 
w, and pointing at the crab-tree newly grafted,. 
** My dear child, would I fay, though hitherto 
this tree has produced nothing but crabs, yet by 
the ikill of the gardener, who has juft fixed in it 
that good little branch, it is now made an apph'- 
tnei i jvfiify and warrant it fuch. (Here is an 
emblem of our /';y? juftification by faith!) in three 

*or four years, if we live, we will come again and 
fee it : If it thrives and hears fruit t 'well \ we ihall 
then by, that mark juftify it a fecond time, we (hall 
declare that it is a ^c»^^ apple- tree indeed, and fit to 
be tranfplanted frcm this wild nurfcry into a de- 
lightful orchard. But if we find that the old crab- 
ftock, inftead of nouri(hing the graft, fpends all its 
fap in producing wild flioots «ind fojr crabs; or if 
it is a tree vJ^fe fruit ivithercth ivithout fruity t^wice 
dead (dead in the gr;:ft and in the flock) plucked up 
by the rooty or quite cankered, far from declaring 
// a good tree y we fhall paft fentence of condemna- 
tion upon it, and fay, Cut it donxjti: If by cum- 
ber eth it the gvGutid ? For every tree that bringeth not 

/itrth gj^ fruit is hvwn do^wu and cajl into the ft e " 

Here 
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Here is an emblem of our fecond juftlfication Ij 
nxorks, or of the condemnation that will infallibly 
overtake thofe Laodicean profefTors and vyretched 
apoftates, whofe faith is not ftiewii by works, where 
there is time and opportunity. 

Inflead of offering an infult to your fuperior un- 
derll^nding, in attempting tp. explaia by metaphy," 
Jioal diftinSiions what I fuppoTe your fenfible child 
has already underllood by the help of a grafting- 
knife, I fhall leave you to confider whether fcrip- 
ture, reafon, and candor,, do mX join their 
influence to make you acknowledge, ^t leaft in the% 
court of your own confcience, that you have put as 
wron^ a conlfcrudion upon Mt. W.'s Declaratroa 
a9 upon his Minutes, and b^. that means inadver* 
tently given another rajh touck to the ark of prac- 
tical religion, and to the character of one of the 
greateil miniflers in the world. 

• ' 

J am with due refpe^l, 

Hoiu and Rey« Sir> 

Your obedient fervant, in the bond of the 
pra6lical gofpel of Chrifl^ 
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HAVING endeaToared in my laft to do juf-- 
tice to tbe practical goipel of Chnft, and 
Mr. W.'s awfal Declaration ; I paft on to the other 
saiftakes c^jroor Narrative^ That which fhikea 
nc next is the pvblic iTecavtation of yqur 

Ufefbl SERMONS IN THE FACE OF THE WHOL». 
WORLD. Page 22* 

L Oh! Sir, what have you done? Do yoa not 
know that your Sermons contain not only the le- 
gally evangelical doctrine of the Minutes, but 
libewife all the dodrines which moderate Calviniils 
eileem as the marrow of the gofpe] ? And (hail all 
be treated alike ? — Wilt :bnu alfo deftroy tbe righteous 
nvith tbe ivickedf Tbat he far from tbee to do after 
tkii nuwur I Thus did a good man formerly plead 
the caufe of a ^wicked city^ and thus I plead that of 
your good fermons, thofe twelve valuable, though 
unripe fruits of your miniilerial labours. Upon 
this plea the infamous city would have been fpared, 
had only ttn good men been found in it. Now^ 
Sir, ipare a valuable book for the fake of a tboufand 
excelleat things it contains. But if you are inflex- 
ible, and ftill wiih it *' burned/^ imitate at lead 
the kind angels who feni Lot out of the fiery over- 
throw, and except all the evangelical pages of the 
unfortunate volume. 

Were it not Vidiculous to compare wars which. 
t»ii wi vnkf a little ink> and our fjdends a few 

^ncct 
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rinc«, to thofe which co4 4rni;es their blood, attd 
ingdoms their treafures, 1 would be tempted to 
fay you imitate the Dutch in their laft effort to 
balance the vi£lory, and fecure the field. When* 
they are prefTed by the French, rather than yield, 
they break their dykes, let in the fea upon them- 
felves, and lay all their fine gardens and rich 
paftures under water : but before they have recourfe 
to that llrange expedient, they prudently fave all 
the valuable goods they caa. Why fhoold you not 
follow them in their prudential care, as you fecnt 
to do in their bold ftratagem f When you publicly 
lay your ufeful book under the bitter waters of ati 
anathema, why do you fave abfolutely nothing ? 
Why mull Vofpel truths, more precious than th« 
wealth of Holland and the gold of Ophir, lie for 
ever under the fevere fcourge of your recantation ? 
fuppofe you had recanted your 3d Sermon, The 
liay to eternal lifi in oppofition to Myllicifm ; and 
^burned the 4th, Salvation By Chrift fof J^'vos and 
Gentiles, in honor of Calvinifm, could you not have 
fparcd the reft ? 

If you fay, you may do what you pleafe with 
your own; I anfwer, Your book- publicly expofed 
to fale, and bought perhaps by thoufand^, is, in* 
one fenfe, no more your own ; it belongs to the 
purchafers, before whom you lay, I fear, a dan- 
gerous example ; for when they fhall hear that the 
Author has publicly recanted it in the face of the- 
nvhole 'world, it will be a temptation to them to 
flight the gofpel it contains, and perhaps to ridicule 
it in the face of the luhole ixiorld^ 

You add, ** it favours too ftrongly of myfticifni." 
Some paffages are a little tainted with Mr, Law's ca- 
pital error, and you might have pointed them out ; 
but if you think tnyfticifm is intrinfecally bad, you are 
under a miftake. One of the greateft my/tics^ next 
to Solomon, is Thomas a Kempis, and, a few 
errors excepted, 1 would no more b^ttvVvVs lin\tat*\«n 
0/ Je/uj Chrift^ than the Son^ oi ^V^^saa^-. ^^ 
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Mr. Roauune^t cdifyiiig panphrafe of tli* iP7tih 
fblm. 

. Yott nrgt alfoy *' Your fermoos favour too much 
€)f/ri9 w/W.*' Aht [ Sir, can you rtcant/ne will ? 
Wat 001 jroor will as /ru when yon recanted your 
iermons at wkcn yon compofed them ? Is there not 
SL$ much /m ^w i/ exprefied in this one line of the 
go^)el as in all your fermons, / wouUi Jbave ^a* 
rinritJ jm» Mud y€ miouid moif Do not free will 
o JM t ^ smtk am htfy nmrjhif delight the Lord mora 
thaa fmr€§d^ and if 1 may be allowed the expref- 
fion, hmmd%3iU'knvct%i Is not the ^r^ <it;//^ with 
which tlie mar^rs w^t to the flake as worthy of 
oar higktft admiration, as the myjtici/m of the 
CaAiickt is of oar dcepeft attention i If all that 
firongiy ** favours of free wtli' muftbe *' burned," 
Ye heavens! what Smithfield work will there bo 
in.your Incid plains ! Wo to Saints I Wo to An« 
gcift I for thffy are «ny9v#-<uiii!2fji^ Beings,— all full 
of/hiv «uiW.* Nor can you deny it, unlefs you fnp- 
pqSfe thty are ^01^4/ . by irredAible decrees, at 
the Heathens fencied their Deities w^Kre hampend 
widr the adamantine chains of an imaginary fome* 
thine they called Fatii witnefs their Fata ifitantp. 
and FatajuiiMif and imlu&abiJe Fatum 

Pardon, Rev. Sir, the Oddity of thefe exclama- 
tions. I am fo grieved at the great advantage we 
give infidels againft the gofpel, by making it ridi- 
culous, that 1 could try even the method of Horace,. 
to bring my friends back from the fa(hionable 
refinements of Crifp, to the plain truth, as it is ia 
Jefus. 

Ridiculum acri 
Fortius ac melius fiultas plerumque fecat xt%. 

Nor is this the only bad tendency oCyour new 
do6irine : for by exploding ikkt freedom of the will, 

(you rob us of free agency ; you afibrd the wicked, 
^ivto determine to continue in fin, the beftexcufe 
iA.tfce ivoirid to do it wVi^xit CA^tt ^^xsv^ ^ t^- 
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sit)^(e ; yoQ make us Aere. machines, and iadire^lf 
relied upon the wifilom of our Lord ! for faying to a 
ietof Jewi(h mzchxn^Zyl'would andyeivouUnot, But 
what is flill moVe depiorable, you inadvertently 
-reprefent it au unwife thing in God to judge the 
world in righteoufnefs ; and your nmv glafs fhe^s 
his vindidlive jullice in the fame unfavourable light» 
in which England faw two years ago the behaviour 
of a great monarch, who was expofed in the public 
papers for unmercifully cutting with a whip, and 
tearing with fpurs, the horfes worked in the tape- 
dry of his royal apartment, becaufe they did not 
prance and gallop at his nod. 

If a comnrendable, but immoderate fear of 
Pelagius's dodlrine drove you into that of St. Au- 
guftine, the oracle of all the Dominicans, Thomifls» 
Janfenids, and all other Roman catholic predefli- 
narians. you need not go fo far beyond him as to 
recant all your fermons, becaufe you mention pen- 
haps three or four times, the freedom of our will in 
the whole volume. ** Let no one, fays judicious 
Melanfthon, be offended at the word frm ijoill^ 
(liberum arbitrium) for St. AugulUne himfelf ufes 
it in many volumes, and that almoft in cwtry page, ' 
■even to the furfeit of the reader.** 

The moil ingenious Calvinift that ever wrote 

againfl free nvillt is, I think, Mr. Edwards of 

New England. And his fine fyilem turns upon a 

comparifon by which it may be overturned, and the 

freedom of the will demonflrated. 

The will, fays he, (if I remember right) is^like an 
even balance which can never turn without a weight, 
^nd muft necejfarily turn with one. — But whence 
comes the weight that necejfarily turns it ? From the 
underHanding, anfwers he; the lall didate of the 
underllanding necej/krily turns the will. — And is the 
underllanding alio necejfarily determined ? Ves, by 
the effeft which the objedls around us necejfarily 
have upon us, and by the circumltances in which 
wt. necejfarily find ourfelVcs ; fo that from €kX^ \a 
Jail our lcmDtT%^ words- and aifid'Ott^neceflaTiVj VJ^sv^ 

% 



€^ oih^» and tht wcam^lances that gi^ them 
>ilti^«.a0 the ad* .349 and. 41^ ^in^s o? & chfia 
follow the &r^9 when it is draWn along. Hence 
the eternal, ioi^lible, irrenflible, univerfal con- 
catenatk>n of eveots, both, in <the moral and 
inAteriBl world.- This ts, if I miilake not, the 
fch«nut't>f tkat gifeat divitie, and he fpends no Ich 
thabt 41 i large pages in trying. to eftablifh it. 

Iwottld jaft obferve upon it» that it malces the 
£rft Canie,!- or irft Mover, the only /r^e Jgitit 
in the world ; all others being Mcejjfarily bound • 
wub the chain of his decrees,, drawn along by the 
irreiiflible motion of his . arm, or, which is the^ 
fame, iniangled in forcible circum fiances onalier- 
nahAy 6xed. by his immotable counfel. 

Afkdrjtet,. eveaupon thi« fcheme you needed not^ 
Sir, be To afraid oifne 'wili; for if the w// is like 
an even balance, it is /rfe in itfelf, though it is 
only with what i beg leave to call a mechanical frte- 
Worn; for an even balance, y9^ know, is free to 
turn either way. ^ ^ 

fiuipvith refped^ to our ingenious author's afTer- 
tion» that the will cannot turn without a weight, 
becauie an even balance cannot ; I mufl: confider it 
as a mere begging the queilion, if not as an abfuc- 
dity. What is a balance, but lifelefs matter ? And 
what -is the will, but the living a^inje/oul, fpringinjjr 
up- in its ^willing capacity ^ and felf --exerting, filf" 
determining pon»£r ? O how tottering is the mighty 
fabric raifed, I Ihall not fay upon fuch a -fine-fpun 
metaphyseal fpeculation,. but upon fo weak a 
foundation as a comparifon, which fuppofes that 
two things io widely different 2is/pirit and matter, a. 
living fiul and a lifelefs balance, are exaSily alike 
with the reference to felf-determination ! Juft as if a 
fpirit made after the image of the living,, free and 
powerful God ^ was no more capable of determining 
•itfelf, than an horizontal beam fupporting two equal 
copper bowls by fix iilken firings. 

i am iony^ Sir, to diifent from fuch a refpedable 
Divine as yourfelft b»t m 1 \»?Ki uo u.<\ft Cot new 
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Tefrnuments, tmA cawnot even contseit^ liow oar 
a6tk)n3 can- be mcra//jt gpoA or eril, any farehef 
thtn (wr ' /fw ^8t»»// is concerwed ' in thiem ; I in irfP 
follow the univerfal experieffcc- of |natiktndi; aiMlf 
fide wnh- the authof odP the ft^rtRDti^ agamft^ the 
author of t^' Narratire, ^€mcenAagtke^/re»hfff of 

Nbr i"S this frtedom derogatofty txy Jree- grace i 
ibr as it ^s y>f^ ^''^^r that garc an oprWit yr«r 
*w7/ to Adam- at his creation v fo' whenever 4iTs faHcti'^ 
children^ think- or a£t artg^ht, it is beeaafe their/>ifr 
<will is mercifttlly pretented, toechedy aiid fo far 
te(i\^t6.\yfjree grace. 

However, it muft be granted that faihionable^ 
profefTors, and the large book* of Mr. Edwards arc 
in general for you ; but when you maintained tbr 
freedom of the nuril, Jefus Chrift and the- Gofpcl 
were on your fide. . To the end of the world this 
plain, peremptory afli^ion of our Lord> / nvculd"' 
und ye nuould not, will alone throw down the fo- 
phifms, and fiknce the objedHons of the mod 
uibtle philosophers againft J^ee iviH, When f 
confider what it implies, far from fuppofing the 
will is like- a lifelefs pair of fcalcs, nec^artfy 
turned by the leaii>\ eight; I fee it is fach altrong, 
felf-determining power, that it can refrft the efF^& 
of the moll amazing weights ; keep itfelf inHexible 
under all the warnings, threatnings, miraclcy, 
promifes, entreaties and tears of the Son of God ; 
and remain obftinately unmoved under all the* 
drivings of his holy Spirit. Yes, put in one fcalc 
the moll flupendous weights, forinftance, the hopes 
of heavenly joys, and the dread of helfiih tor- 
ments ; and only the gaudy feather of honor^ or 
the breaking bubble of worldly joy in the other; 
if the Will cafts itfeif into the light fcale, the fea- 
ther or bubble will i nil a ntly preponderate. Nor is 
the power of the redlified Will lefs wonderful ; for 
though you ihould put all the kingdoms o€ vVa 
world and their glory in oive>{ca\t» ^Ti^ twti'^vw^ 
but t/?e reproach of Chrtfi in l\v^ o\.\«t \ ^^*^^^!tv 
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'Will futly leaps into the infamous fcale, a crowa 
of thorns eafily outweighs a thoufand goldea 
•crowns, and a devouring flame makes ten thoufand 
thrones kick the beam. 

Thus it appears the will can be perfuaded, never 
forced. You may bend it by moral fuafions, 
but if you do it farther than it freely gives way, 
you breaky you abfolutely dejlroy it. A Will forced 
is no more a Will, it is mere comfuljion ; freedom 
» not lefs effential to it, than moral agency to 
man. Nor 4o I go, in thefe obfervations upon 
the freedom of the vyill, one flep farther thaa 
honeft John Bunyan, whom all the Calvinifts fo 
defervedly admire. In his Ho^ War he tells us 
there is but one Lord Willie 'will in the town of 
Man's foul : whether he ferves Diabolus or Shaddai^ 
he is hord Willbe-^ill Jiill; ** ^ man of great 
^rengthy refolution, and courage^ lAjhom in bis occafion 
.no one can turn,** if he does not freely turn or yield 
to be turned. 

1 ,hope, Sir, thefe hints upon the harmleffnefs 
of myfticiftn, and the important dodlrine of our 
free- agency will convince you, and the purchafers 
of your fermons, that you have been too precipitate 
in publicly recanting them in the face of the ivhoiif 
<world, elpecially the ninth, 

H you afk why I particularly interefl myfelf in 
the behalf of that one difcourfe^. I will let you into 
the myflery. At the firft reading 1 liked and 
adopted it ; I cut it out of the volume in which it 
was bound, put it in my fermon-cafe, and preached 
it in my church. 1 he title of it is, you know, 
yufifcation by Faith, and among feveral (Iriking 
things on the fubjedt, you quote twice this excel- 
lent pafTage out of our homilies. ** Jullification 
by faith implies a fure truil and confidence a man 
iiath in God, that by the merits of Chrift his fms 
are forgiven, and he is reconciled to the favour of 
God. ' O Sir, why did you not excepjt it in your 
iiecan ration, both fi)r the honour pf our Church 
And your ov/ni 
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Were I to print and difperfc fuch an advertiie'- 
Ihent as this, *' Eight years ago I preached in my 
Church a fermon intitled Justification hit 
Faith, compofed by the Hon. and Rev. Mi*'. 
Shirley, to convince Papifts and Pharifees that wc 
are accepted through the alone Merits of Chrift i 
but I fee better now, / ^Jb this fermon had heet 
burned^ and I publicly recant it in the face of the 
twhole nvorld'y* how would the popiih prieft of 
Madeley rejoice! And, how will that of Loughrest 
triumph, wh,en he bears ycu have adlually done it 
in your Narrative 1 What will your proteftant pa- 
riihioners, to whom your book is dedicated> fay^ 
"when the furprifing news reaches Ireland? And- 
what will the world think, when they fee you^ 
warmly plead in Auguft for fujiification hy Faith, 
as being, " the foundation that muft by all mean* 
be fecured;*' and publicly recai^t in September 
your own exctWtnt fermon of Juflifcation by Faith ? 

Indeed, Sir, though I admire your candor iil 
acknowledging there are fome exceptionable paf- 
fages in your difcourfes, and your humility in- 
readily giving them up, I can no more approve 
your readinefs in making, than in infilling upon 
Jbrtnal recantations. We cannot be too careful i a 
dealing in that kind of ware ; and it is extremely 
dangerous to do it by wholefale ; as by that mcani 
we may give up, or fecm to give up, before the 
ixjhole inorid^ precious truths delivered by Chrift 
himfelf, and brought down to us in dreams of the 
blood of martyrs. 

Among fome blunt expoftulations that Mr; 
Wefley erafed in my fifth letter, as being too- 
fevere, he kindly but unhappily (truck out this, 
** Before you could with candor iniift upon are* 
cantation of Mr. W.'s Minutes, (hould you not- 
have recanted yourfelf the paffages of your owa 
fermons where *the fame do6lrines are maintained ; 
and have fent your recantation through the landt 
together with your circular letter V* 1\2l^ ^\^\i^^Tt 
gubliihed, h might have conviivceA '^o\x o£ x^cvr nvsv^ 
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baktonMhUntTB ^ yovtt recantation: Thus \^i% 
faond hafyfitf wjouU luve been prevented ; and i£ 
J dwell &> loiQg ppop it AOWt believe jne, Sir, it 19^ 
chiedy.|0:pKvent;ij?^/>>/. 

.AjQd.aow your kxmow sat recanted, 13 the vin- 
4icati0n.Qr Mr. W.'s Minutes invalidated? — Not 
^x. all ; for yon hare not yet recanted the Bath. 
Jlye^nTfaook, v^t can you evef get Mr. Henry» 
•N^r. Williaiasy and a tribe of other anci^CriipiaD» 
though Calvini^ divines now in gloi;/, to rec£nt 
with you*; much le& the Prophets* Apofllesy and 
Chriii hirofelfy on whofe irrefragable tefiimony we 
chiefly reft our doArine. 

• 

Xr. As I hav^ pleaded out the csink.ofjrfe ivi/l* 
^g&ixiik iouni^ *wflll or that of your Sermons againil 
Your Narrative ; and am in&nfibly .come to the 
Vindication,, give me leave. Sir, to 'fpeak a word 
alfo for that performance and the author i>f it. 

Ydu fey be has •** mtempud a fvmdkatmn .ef ^iht 
Miakfes}*' but ..do not fonie people think be has* 
Hkewife M^tcuud it ? and have you proved he has 
not? 

You reply, Thr^ tw^uld he a grtat impropriety ijt 
p^ giiiinf afull.and particuLaf anjfwjer.to thqje letters^ 
iecau/e the author, did/dl he xauld.to revoke ibem, and 
bas gifueu me cntple JatitfaSion in his Jetter cfjub- 
mJJtQn. Indeed, Sir, you quite miilook 4he nature 
of ih&t /kbm\ffloni it had .abfolutely no reference 
to the argument J .of the Vindication. Jt only rc- 
fpedled the polemic drefs in which the Vindicator 
bad put theni* You might bave been convinced of 
it by this paragraph of his letter of fubmifiion. 
*' I was jull gomg to preach when i had the news 
pf y.onr happy accommodation, and was no fooner 
out of churchy than I wrote to beg my Vindication 
might not s^pear in the dre/j in which I bad put 
it. I did not then, nor do I yet xcpent havjug 
written upon the Minutes ; but as matters jure ito^v, 
I am vexy {any i did not wi^te in a general manner, 
witbout taking nooc^ o£ iSsA ^u^W Vii^r and 
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itientioning your dear name/* He begs ther6foVft* 
you will not confider his letter of fubmiffiori as a' 
rjfeafon not to give 2ifull or particular anpiver to his; 
'' arguments: Qti the contrary, if you can prove- 
they want folidity, a letter of thanks fhall follow' 
Kis letter of'fuhmljjion ; if he is wrong, he fibcerely' 
defires to be fet right. ^ 

You add however, that he has broken the Minutes^ 
into fentences and half fentences^ and by refining upQn< 
each of th; detached particles has given a nenv turn to- 
the Whole, But he appeals to every impartial Rea- 
der whether he has not, like a candid man, firft: 
considered them all together, and then every one- 
afunder. He begs to be informed whether an artift- 
can better inquire into the goodnefs of a watch, 
than by making firft his obfervadons on the whole' 
movement in general, and then by taking it to 
pieces, that he may examine every part with greater' 
attention. And he defires you would (hew whether ' 
what you are p leafed to call a,«new turn, is not pre- 
ferable to the heretical turn fome perfons give. them ;. 
and whether it is not equally, if not better adapted" 
to the literal meaning of the words, as well as more 
agreeable to the antinomian flate of the Chiirch, 
the general tenor of the propofitions, and the* 
fyllem of doflrine maintained by Mr. \V. for near* 
40 years. 

1 he V'lrldicator objedls likewife to your afTert- 
ing, page 21, that ^uuhsn hefrfifa^jj the yijiides^ he 
exprcjjcd to Lady Huntingdon Ins a b h o \ r e n c e of 
them : Had you faid furprize, the cxprcjUon viould' ^ 
h'iive been flriftly jull; but that of abhorrence is far 
too Rrong, Her Ladylhip, who teHified her de^ 
tcfiation of them in the llrongefl terms, might eafily 
miflake his abhorrence of the fenfc fixed upon the- 
Minutes, for an abhorrence of the Minutes- them- 
felves ; but file may recollccl that far from ev^r 
granting they had that fenfe, he faid again and' 
again, even in their firft conversation upon them,, 
** Certainly, my Lady, Mr. VV. can mean nO" 
fftch thing : he will explain himfelf;**' 
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Bat fcmofiqg ht bad at firft been (q f^r wrought 
ti|pOi^^Y toe jealoni fears of Lady Hunungdoq, a» 
to fxpr^s as great ao ahk^rttui of the Minutes, 
as the-ipiftaken difciples did of the perfon of oar 
Lord» when t]iey tooV him for an apparition ^ and 
ityed out f§r/ear ; would this excufe either him or 
youy Sify for refolutely continuing in a miftake, in 
the midft of a variety of means and calls to get out 
of it? And if the Vindicator, before he had- 
iveighed the Minutes, in the balance of the fan^u- 
ary, had a mind to take his pen, and condemn them 
9^ dan^jeroufly l^gal, what can you fairly condudo 
fron^ iti but thatne is not partial to Mn W. ; and 
l^is alfi) " leaQed fo much towards Calvinifm,'' as 
iK)t inftantly to difcover and rejoice in the truth f 

In your laA page you take your friendly leave of 
the Vindicator* by laying you defire in mte to cajt 
a *aeH over all apparent miftakes of kis judgment ^n 
this occafioM ; but as he is not confcious of all thefe 
apparent mi flakes ^ he begs you would in love take 
o^ the veil you have cai( upon them^ that he may 
fee, and tedUfy at leaft thoie which are capital. 

TIL And that you may not haflily conclude he 
was nUftaken in his vindication of the article that 
tpuches upon Merits he embraces this opportunity 
of prefenting you with another quotation from the 
John Wefley of the laft century, he means Mr. 
Baxter, the moft judicious divine, as well as^ the 
greatei>, moft ufeful, and mofl laborious preacher 
of his age. 

In his Catholic Thealogyy anfwering the objedions 
of an Antinomian, he fays : Merit is a word I per« 
ceive you are againft, you may therefore chu(e 
any other ef the fame iignification, and we wilt 
forbear this ratbtr than o£end you. But yet tell 
fne, (i.) What if the words a|tcs and a|k» were 
tranflated de/er^ving and merit, wpuld it not be as 
true a tranilation as *worthjf and ivorthinejs, when 
it is the fame thing that is meant ? (2.) Do not all 
ihe ancient Teachers of the Churches^ iince the 
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Apoftle^f paniQulaply zpjfly the iMUMf «i^# anl* 
mtriium to believers ? And if you pdrfii«4e ra^m 
tlut at thefe teachers were F^piAi* will you «aft 
perfaade moil- that believe you, to be PApt64 tDQ?> 
(3..) Are not reward and «#r// or 4^I^A relative 
words, as funifiment and ^ft///, niafi^r and /etnfauty. 
bujband and <zvi/> /^ And is there any reward which 
is not meriti pramium^ the reward of fome merit }• 
Attain, - 

jjB it not the fecond article of ous faith* and next, 
tp believiuztbere is a Gcdf that& is /<^ Reward b a 
of thm that diligently feek }»mf When yo« thus, 
extirpate faith and godlinefs, on pretence of cry- 
ing down merit y yon fee what o^er-d§ipg. teada to*. 
And iiidfed by the fame reafon that men deny a. 
renuard to duty (the faultinefs being pasdoned 
through Chrid) they would infer uiere. is no- 
puntjhment for fin ; for if God will not do good to* 
the righteousv neither will he do evil to the wicked v 
he is like the God of Epicurus, he does not trouble: 
himfelf about us, nor about the merit, or demerit* 
of our adlions. But David knew better, The Lord^ 
fays \ity plenteoujly rewardeth the proud doers ^ and 
%/erily there is a reward /or the 'righteous^ for thers 
is a God that judgeth the earthy that fees matter of 
praife or difpraife, rewardableneis or worthinefs of 
puniihment in all the a^iona of men. This \%^ 
^ir, all Mr. Baxter and Mr. W. mean by merit or 
demerit ; and if the Vindicator is wrong for think- 
ing they are both in the right, plcafe to remove 
the 'veil that conceals his mijtake. 

IV. As one of his correfpon dents defires him to^ 
explain himfelf a little more upon the article of 
the Minutes which refpe^ ufider-iMbumg our/el-v^* ; 
and as you probably place the argument! he has 
advanced upon that head among his appar4ut mif-^ 
takes^ he takes likewife this opportunity of making 
fome additional obfervatioos on that delicate fub- 
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Ifovrr we can e/tetm evuy. man Better than ow/eliee;', 
knd oaHelves the chief ofjtnners^ or the hajt of 
Jainttf feemis aot fo much a calcalation fbr tKe un- 
derftandiogy as fbr the lowly, contrite and loving 
heart. It pazzlei the former, but the lattfer- at 
once makes it out. Neverrhelefs the Teeming con- 
tradi6lion may perhaps be reconciled to reafon by 
thefe reflexions. 

(i.) If friendfhip brings the greatefl monarch: 
down from his tKrotre, and makes him fit on the * 
fame conch widi his- favourites ; may not brotherly" 
love, much more powerful than natural friendihipr^ 
may not humility excited by the example of Chrifl' 
waihing hisk difciples feet^ may hot a deep regard* 
for that precept, he that nvi/l he great eft among you 
kt him he the leaft of all, fink the true chriftian in' 
the dttft, and make him lie in fpirit at the feet of 
every one ? 

(2.) A well-bred perfen uncovers himfelf, bows, . 
and declares even to his inferiors, that he is their* 
•* moft humble fervant."' This afFefted civility of* 
the world is but an apifli imitation of the genuine' 
humility of the chiirch^ and if thofe who cuf-' 
tomarily fpeak humble words without meaning 
may yet be honeft men, how much more the faints, 
who have truth *wntten in their inivard parts ^ and 
/^eak §ut of the abundance of their humble hearts ! 

(3.) He who walks in the light of divine love 
fees fomething of God's fpiritual, moral, or natu- 
ral image in all* men, the worft not excepted ; and' 
at the fight, that which is merely creaturely in hinr 
(by a kind of fpiritital inilindt found in all who 
are bom ofthejpirit) direftly bows to that which' is 
of God in another. He imitates the captain of a' 
firft rate pan of war, who, upon feeing the King or 
Queen coming up in a fmall boat, forgetting the 
enormous fize of his Ihip, or confidering it is the ' 
lying's own fhip, immediately ftrikes his colour^; 
and the greater veffel, confiflently with wifdom and: 
truth, pays refpedt to the leis. 



< 4? J 

(4.) Tke moil eminent .iaint, hAvii^g Jcnev^-. 
more of the workings of fOimpttOA Jb hh .own« 
breaft, .than Jie jcan pofiibl/ knovir of .the wicked- 
aefs of any other man's heacc. .may with^gceat trudbi 
(according to Jiis prefent views and former- feelings 
of the internal evil he has overcomej call himki€ 
the chief of Jbrneri^ 

. ($.) Nor does he know but if .the feebleil belie'^ 
vers had had all his talents and graces^ with all his 
opportunities of doing and receiving .good, they 
'would .have made fkr fuperior ^dvancea in the 
chridian life ; and in this view ^\£o^ without hy*^ 
pocritiical humility, he prefers the kaft faint to 
himfeif. Thus, akhou^ according to the hnmble- 
light of 0/<^^rc, all true beliievers certainly .Mm^r' 
*ualuey yet according to thiir onjua Jiupble lights 
ihe/.make atruee^mate oithgpi/elves* ' 

V. The Vindicator having t|ux8 .toUt^ a. pro«> 
blem of godlineiv which ^yoa have imdoubtedly: 
jtanked among his of patent m^ftakts^, he takes -the 
liberty of pi^fenting you with- a iiit of fome of 
your (ywn <* apparent midakes on this occailon," 

(i.) fn die very letter in which yott recant your 
circular letter, you deiirc Mr. W. to gi'w up tb^ 
fatal errons of thg Minutes, though you have not yet 
frovedxYity contain^one ; you ftiUaifirm theyMfipear 
to jQu eiiideziily Juh'oerfi<ve 4f the fuudammtau of 
ehriftianity, that is in plain £tigli£by ftill *' dread- 
fully heretical,;" and you produce a letter which 
ailerts alfo^ without fliadow of proof,, that the 
Minutes were gi^uen for the eftahlijhment 4f another 
fouttdatien than that luhich is laid^ — that they are 
repugnant to Jcripturty the wuhole plan of nuaC s JahitA^ 
tion, undtr the nenAisConjevant of grace^ and alfo to the 
clear meaning of our eftahlijhed Churchy as luell as to 
ali other protefiant Churches. 

(2.) Tou declare in your Narrative,, thactoc/i&rv 
you caft your eye o'uer the Minutes you are juft fwhert 
you i/joSf and aiTare the public that nothing inftrior 
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ance. You ' conddbendt rer. Sir, to cartl me your 
^* learBed-frieiidi*' ikarmng^ is an accompHOimeftt 
I Dcvbr pretended to ; but yoMt frien^fi^f u an ho- 
nor r mtW thrays highly efteem, and dkf at this 
ttmei v^ie ab«v«^ m^ own- brof her'-s lore. Appeti^ 
lancefl are a little againrf^-fney I'fed i am a* tiuora in 
your fl^ ; bui \ an pcrfiiaded it is a ntreffluy fme% 
and this peritiafiofi reeoncilea me to the'thanUM 
«ad diftgiveable patt I ad^ 

If Bp&aim-mim vesr Jodah, let Jddah bear witk 
£plrr:uitts till, happily tired of their contention^ 
they feel the troth- of Terence'^ words^ * Aim an t h m 
(why not tndnttitm^ trie nmeris rtditutgrath efi. I 
can afUlre yon, my dear Sir, withoot metaphyfica} 
diftindiony I love and honor you, as truly as 1 
diflike the r a fhoc f s of your -Mrell-meant zeal. The 
motto I thought myfelf obliged to follow was f^B 
hiUo fax I but that which 1 delight in is % In Ml§ 
pax ; may we make tltem harmonia^ tilf we learn 
war and- pdiemic divinity no more ! 

My Vindication coft me tears offear^ leftl fHbuid' 
have wounded you too deep. That fear, I findj 
was groundlefs; bat fhould you it%\ a- little for the 
great truths and the great - rainiiler I vindiicate, 
thefe expoftulations -will wound- me, and probably 
coil me tears again. 

If in the mean time we offend our weak bre- 
thren; let u«'do fomethtflg to leiTen the ofience 
ti4I it -is- removed. Let -us fhew them we make war 
withcmt {o much as ihynels. Should you ever 
come to the next countyj as you did: laft fumroer, 
honor me with a line, and I ihall gladly wait upon 
you, and (hew yon (if you pefmic me) the way to 
my pulpit, where I Ihall think myfelf highly fa- 
voured to fee you ** fecure the foundation/' and 
hear you infbrce the do£lrine oijuftification by faith ^ 



* >The mifiinderfl«n4ii»||of lovert (why aot of btUevecs} end 
in a reJiewal aqd inttcaf5|.j^iva. 
f We-mak6warm«tfeio%<^\jt«^t» 
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which you fear we attack. And fhould I ever be 
within 30 miles of the city where you reiide, I fliall 
go to fubmit myfelf to you, and beg leave to affift 
you in reading prayers for you, or giving the cup 
with you. 1 hus (hall we convince the world that 
controverfy may be conftientioufly carried on with- 
out interruption of brotherly love ; and. I (hall have 
the peculiar pleafure of teltifying to you in perfon, 
how lincerely I am. 

Honored and dear Sir, 

Your fubmiffive and obedient fervant 
in the bond of sif radical gofpel, 

J. R 



^ \\\V.^ 
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THIRD LETTER. 



Hon, and Re*v, Sh'^ 

IF I miftake not the workings of my heart, a 
concern for St. JamesV pure and undefikd religion 
excites me to take the' pen once more« and may 
account for the readinefs with which I have met 
you in the dangerous field of controverfy. You 
may poffibly think mere partiality to Mr. W. has 
infpired me with that boldnefs ; and others may be 
ready to fay as Eliab, We knonx) the pride and naugh* 
tine/s of thy htart : I'hou art come dowon that thou 
might eft fee J he battle : But may I not anfwer with 
David ? Js there not a cau/e P 

Is it not highly Meceffary to make a ftand againft 
Antinomiamjm F Is not that gigantic Man of Sin a 
more dangerous enemy to king Jefus, than the 
champion of the Philiftines was to king Saul ? Has 
he not defied more than forty days the armies and 
arms, the people and truths of the living God ? 
By audacioufly daring the thoufands in Ifrael, has 
he not made all the faint-hearted among them 
afhamed to ft and in the nj^hole armour of God, afraid 
to defend the important poll of Duty F And have 
not many left it already, openly running away, 
flying into the dens and caves of earthly-minded- 
nefs, putting their light under a buftjeU and even 
burying themfelves alive in the noifome grave of 
projanenefs ? 

Multitudes indeed dill keep the field, flill make 

ao open profefllion of godlihefs. But how few of 

thefc endure hhrdftjip as gwdfoldUn of ^c/us Chrifi ! 



V ' How many have already caft away thtjhield ofoefm 
1' pt\ fittih^ xJtitfhitb nbbicb <works by love! What 
\ flombers di^aa th)e Cre/r, the hftavenly ffaudard 
^^ they fhould' ffeadiljr beai> or refolutely follow! 
-'4 Whilft in pompous fpeeched they extol that of 
' Jtfus^ how da they upon the moft frivol6aS pre- 
tence refafe to take up their own ! Did the mafl/ 
(taflT of Goirah's fpear feem more .terrible to the 
lighted I fraelitesy than the daily crofs to thofe daf*- 
/* tardly- followers of the- Crucified? What Boanerges 
'' can fpirit them up, and lead them on from conquer^ 
ing ttr conquer ? Who can even make them look the 
enemy in the face ? Alas I in tbeirbeart tbey are already 
gone back^to Egypt, S^beir faces are but half ^^n- 
^cotard. They give way y— they dra<w back>i -i— OTaay 
it not be to perdition / May not the Kin? of terrors 
overtake them in their retreat, and ms%e them as 
great monuments of God's vengeance againft cow- 
' ardly foldiers, as Lot's wife was of Ms indignation • 
' i^nA halting racers t 
• But fetting allegory- afide, permk me. Sir, to 
pour my fears into your bofom» and tell you with 
the utmoft plainnefs my difbeffing thoughts of the 
religious world. ' 

For forae years I have fufpefted there is more ima- 
ginary than unfeigned faitb^ in mod of thofe who pafs 
for believers. With a mixture of indignation and 
grief have I feen them carelefsly follow the ftream of 
corrupt nature, againft which they Ihonld have man- 
fully wreitled : And by the moft prepofterous mis- 
take, when they fhould have exclaimed againfl: their 
\ Antinomianifniy \ have heard them cry out againft 
" the J Legality of their wicked hearts; which, 

they 

^ The word Antinomtamjm- is derived from two Greek words 
0nti and nwnoit which iigntfy again/i the law ; and ,the word 
Legml from the Latin Ugalis, which means agneahU to the 
Jaiv, 

% The legality contended fdr in thefe tetteit is not M,pumhV\%% 
at Chr'tft, and a going abtu/t to eftahltfio out 9W% v\|]bl«Q«J«eU '^l 
faithJe/5 works : This Ba, whkh tbt Ccn^Vam ^iX\% w»b^^*i^ \ 
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they faid, IHU fuggcfted they. were to do fometbin^ 
in order to falvat ion." Glad was I therefore, whei 
I had attentively confidered Mr. W/s Minutes, t< 
find they were levelled at the very errors, whicl 
rave rife to an evil I had long lamented in fecret 
Dat had wanted courage to reM and attack. 
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This evil 18 f. Antinomiamfin ; that is, any kin( 
of dodrinal or pradical oppqfition to God^s laiv 
tivhich is the perfedl rule of right, and the mora 
piQure of the God of love» drawn in miniature b) 
53iarljDrd inthefe two exqnifite precepts, Thoujhah 
Iryt God ,wt'b all thy heart, and thy neighbour ei 
ihxfilf. \. 

Ai ih letW hfipdi/'d mmt ^/i if ta^w/ttl/j, fo f le* 
gality it excellent if it ii evangtlieah The externa! 
r'efpedt. dif wa by |phariftei to the lawy li but feigned 
atid hypocritical legality. Pharifeei are no mon 
truly legal than Anunomiana are truly evangelical 
Had y$ biliived Mofiii fays Jefus to people of thai 
tone, jr« wuld ban/9 Mievedme : but in your heart 
you hate his law, as much as you do my gofpel. 

We fee no iefs gofpel in the preface of the ten 
commandments* J am the Lord thy God, Sec. than 
we do legality in the middle of our Lord's Sermoii 
on the mount* ^J^^ 'whoever hoketh on a njuoman ti 
luft after her^ hath already committed adultery in hii 
heart- Neverthelefs the latter has in all things thi 
pre eminence over the former, for if the laiv (hortly 
prefaced by the gofpel came by Mo/es j Grace, the 



wotild no more coontenance than murder. The erangellcal 
legality I want to fee all in Iotc with, is a cleaving to Chrift 1>y 
a faith which works rigbteoufnefs f a follvtving b'lm at he '*wtnt 
ahwt doing good \ and a ihewing by St. James's w^orAf that we 
litve St. Haul*! fiith. 
^ $ee the aotc on thit irord la the {receding page. 
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gracious, the foil difplay of the gofpel, fmd Truths 
the true explanation and fulfilling of the law, camt 
hy Jejus Chrift. 

This evangelical law (hould appear to xxs/wteter 
than the honey-comh and more precious than fine gold. 
We (hould continually (pread the tables of our 
hearts before ou.r heavenly Lawgiver, befeeching 
him to write it there with his own finger, the pow- 
erful Spirit of life and love : But alas ! , Goel'a 
commandments are difregarded; they are repre- 
fented as the needlefs or impradicable fan^ons of 
that fuperannuated legalift, Mo/es ; and if we exprefs 
our veneration for mem, we are looked upon as 
people who were always Grangers to the gofpel, or 
are fallen into the Galatian ftate. 

Not fo David : he was fo great an admirer of 

God's law, that he declares the godly man dot&^ 

, meditate therein day and night ; he expreues his tran- 

^ fbendent value for it, under the fynonymoas ex- 

preffions of La-w^ njDordy ftatutes^ teftimonies^ 

precepts and commandments in almoft every verfe of 

the 119th Pfalm. And he fays of himfelf, O hovsi 

. I lo've thy laijo ! It is my meditation all the^ day^ 

St. I'^aul was as evangelically legal as David ; for 
he knew the law is as much contained in the gof- 
pel, as the tables of ftone, . on which the moral law 
was written, were contained in the ark. He there- 
fore afTured the Corinthians, ^2X though he had alt- 
faith ^ even that which is mod uncommon, and 
worked the greatefl' wonders, it would profit^ him- 
nothings un'efs it was accompanied by charity y unleft 
it iMorked by love^ which is the fulfilling of. the laiu.^ 
'the excelkncy of faith arifing.from the excellent^ 
end it anf^vers in producing and nouriftiing love,-. 

Should it be objedled, that St. Paul fays to the * 
. Galatians, I through the la'w am dead to the laissthat- 
J might live to Gody and to the Romans, TTe are '. 
become dead to the laiv by the body of Chrifii. I an-* • 
fwer : In the Apollle's days that cx^t^^ot\. tbt La«\» ^ 
ftcquently meant the whole Motsic ^i^^ctv^^Jcvoxl-, 
*, nd ia that fcnfs every beiievciU 4ft^iXQ v^> ^^-^o^ - 
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10 all. that Chrift has not adooteA. For, (i.) he is 
dead Co the Ltwitical La«w, Chrifi having aholijhed 
in himfelfthe lan» of ordinances ^ Touch not^ tafte no/, 
handle not. (2.) He is dead to the ceremonial Law, 
which was only a Jhadow of good things to come, a 
tvpiqdreprefentation of Chrift and the blefling 
flowing from his facrifice^ ^3.) He is dead to the 
£urfe attending his pad violations of the moral law, 
for Chrijl hath delivered us from the cv^ it of the 
Ia*Wf being made a curfe for us. And laftly, he is 
dead to the hopes of recommending himfelf to Godt 
by the merit of his obedience of the moral law ; for 
in point of merit, he is determined to knov; nothing 
hut Chrifi and him crucified. 

To make St. Paul mean more than this, is (i«) 
to make him maintain that no believer can fin ; for 
if ^« // the tranfgrejfion of the lanu^ and ** the law 
IS dead and buried," it is plain no believer can fin, 
as no body can tranfgrefs a law which is aboliihed i^ 
for vfhere no law is, there is no tranfgrejfion* (2./ 
It is to make him contradift St. James, who exhorts 
us to fulfil the royal law according to the fcrifture, 
Thou Jhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf And (3.) 
It is to make him contradidl himfelf : for he chars;es 
the Galatians by love toferve one another ^ all the favj 
being fulfilled in one nvord, even in this, Thcufibalt love 
thy neighbour as thy/elf: And he afTures the Jrlebrews 
that, under the new covenant, believers, far from be- 
ing nvithout God'j Lavus, have them voritten in their 
hearts : God himfelf places them in their minds. We 
cannot therefore with any fhadow of juflice {)ut Dr. 
Crifp's coat upon the Apoftle, and prefs him into 
the fervice of Antinomians. 

And did our Lord fide with Antinomians ? Juft 
the rcverfe. Far from repealing the two above men- 
tioned royal precepts, he alTerts, that on them hang all 
the Lavj and the Prophets ; and had the four golpels 
been then written, he would no doubt have repre- 
iented them as fubfervient to the eflablifhing of the 
" TUT, as he did the book oS K^AaVv^ x.V^ evangelical 

htu Sacli higU tlao^S^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ \iafc\Aw ^ 
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that when a Lawyer expreFed bis veneration for k^ > 
by declaring .that the love of God and our neighbour 
nvas more than all the injhole burnt- offerings and/acri" 
Jices ; Je/us feeing that he had anfixjercd difcreetly. faid 
unto him : i'hou art not far from the kingdom of God. 

The gofpel itfelf terminates in the fulfilling of 
the commandments : For as the curfe of the law 
like the fcourge of a fevere fchoolmafler drives ; fo 
the gofpel like a loving guide brings us to Chrift, 
the great law-fulfiller, in whom we find inexhauf- 
tible treafures of pardon and power ; of pardon for 
pall breaches of the law, and of power for prefent 
obedience to it. Nor are we fooner come to Him, 
than he magnifies the law by his precepts, as he for- 
merly did by his obedience untp death. If Te lo^ve 
me^ fays he, keep my - commandments : This is his 
commandment that ive Jhould love one another ; and 
he that loveih another hath fulfilled the la^w. 

Again, the gofpel difplays Jefus's dying love, 
. that by believing it oy^ may love him ; that is, haue 
e^verlajling life^ the life of love which abidtth when 
the life of faith is no more. Hence St. John furns 
up chriftianity in thefe words, IVe love him becaufe 
he.firft lo<ved us\ and what is it to love Jefus, but 
to fulfil the whole law at once, to love God and 
man, the Creator and the Creature, united in one 
divinely human perfon ? 

Did the Son of God magnify the Ln^ that we 
might vilify it ? Did he make it honorable that we 
might make it contemptible ? Did he come to fulfil 
it that we might be difcharged from fulfilling it 
according to our capacity ? that is, difcharged from 
loving God and our neighbour? difcharged from 
the employment and joys of heaven ? No : the Word 
ivas never madeflejh for this dreadful end. None 
but Satan could have become incarnate to go upon 
fuch an infernal errand as this. Standing therefore* 
upon the rock of evangelical truth, we alk with St, 
Paul, Do ive then make void the lavx through faith ?^ 
God forbid ! Nay, ive iftablijh ihtlwvi. ^^\w\\. 

.Anners to that Saviour* iu ^ui Iiqiecl .Vt^^\sv n:^^^^ 
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niiy continually have the law-fblfilling power, that 
thi righteoufnefs of the Ltew may be fulfilled in us, *who 
tvM n6t after tbeflejh hut after the Spirit, 

Such are the glorious and delightful views, which 
the Scripture gives us of the Law difarmed ofit& 
curfe in Chrifi, the Law of holy, humble love, 
ib'ilrongly inforced in the difcourfes, and fweetly 
exemplified in the life and death of th^ Prepbet^like 
tftrto Mefes ! — So amiable, fo precious is the book 
of the law, when delivered to us by Jefus, fprinkled 
with this atoning blood, and explained by his loving 
Spirit! And fo true is St. Paul's a/Tertion, We are 
net *witbeut laiw to God, hut under the law to 
Cbrift ! 

Inftead then of drefling up the Law as a fcare- 
crow, let us in our degree magnify it^ and make it 
honorable as did our Lord. Jnflead of reprefenting 
it as ** an intolerable yoke of bondage,*' let us 
call it with St. Paul the la'vo of Cbrift, and with * 
St. JsLmtS' the perfect law o^ liberty. And let 
every true believer fay with David, J lo<ve thy com- 
mandments aho*ve gold and precious Jicnes : I ftfall 
airway keep thy laiv, yea for euer and e^'er : I nvill 
ivalk at LiBERTvycr 1 feek thy precepts* 

But ala« ! how few give us thefe evangelical 
views of the law, andpradlical views of the gofpel ! 
How many intimate Chrill h2is fulfilled all righteouf 
nefs^ that we might be the children of God with 
hearts full of unrighteoufnefs ! If feme infill upon 
our fulfilling all righteoufnefs alfo, is it not chiefly 
when they want to draw us into their peculiarities, 
and dip us into their narrow denomination ? And 
what number, under the fair pretence that they 
" have a living iaw written in their hearts y* infinu- 
ate, " there is no need of preaching the law" to 
them, either to fhew them more of God's purity, 
■indear the atoning blood, regulate -their conduct, 
convince them of the neccflity of perfsding 

mefs! 
^'Biw/bppofe thefe ObjeC^ox^ V^Lve^ ^^ vWj (a.^, 

kwwrimn in thir inward jansAN<\C\0^5ttfe 
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adlions and tempers of fome make rather doubtful,) 
is the writing (o perfectly finijhed, that no oneilroke 
needa be added to it ? Is not the law an important 
part of the ^word of righteoufnefs ? And could not 
the Holy Ghoft re-touch the writing, or deepen the 
engraving, by the miniftry of the ixjord of right eouf- 
nefs ? Again, if the internal teachings of the holy 
fpirit fuperfede the letter of the Aixi;, mutt they not 
by the fame reafon fuperfede the letter of the gofpel F 
Is there any more need oi preaching the gofpel than 
the law to believers ? Or have they not the gofpel 
^written in their hearts ^ as well as the law ? 

At what amazing heights of unfcriptural per- 
fedlion mutt our Objedors fuppofe themfelvesl 
What palpable errors do they run into, that they 
may have the honor of patting for evangelical \ 
And who will envy them the glory of countenan- 
cing the antinomian deluiion, by ttanding«in dire^ 
oppofition to Chritt, who thus decides the contro- 
verfy : Think not that I am comt to dejhroy the Law 
mud thi Prophets : I am not come to deftroy hut tofuU 
JiU For vtrily I fay unto yon. Till heaven and earth 
pajs awayt omjot or tittle Jhall in no *wifepafifrom the 
law, tiUatt oe fulfilled^ either in what it requires 
or denounces ; tot the law h fulfilled not only when 
its precepts are obeyed, but when rewards are 
given to the obfervers, and punifhments intti£led 
upon the violators, of it. Whofoenitr therefore Jhall 
DO my commandments y and teach them, Jhall he great 
in the kingdom ofheaiwi. 

Do not imagine, Rev. Sir, I thus cry up God's 
Law, to drown the late cries of herefy and apoftacy. 
1 appeal to matter of fafl and your own obfervations. 
Confider the religious world, and fay, if Anti- 
NOMiANisM is not in general a motto better adapted 
to the ftate of profeffing Congregations, Societies, 
Families, and Individuals, than Holinefs unto the 
Lord, the infcription that ihould be even upon our 
harjes bells^ 
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ther; but nwv, or fidden nuitb water out of their , 
own hnktn cifttms : If yoo prefent him to them "as 
the type of the Lami of God that taketb a^waj the fin 
cf the nverld, and maketb an end of it ; their hearts 
heave, they fay, Pr€y have me excu/ed from thus 
feeding upon him ; and though it is faid, Yejball 
let nothing of it remain until the mcrningy you JhaU 
eat it in hafie, they poftpone, they beg leave to 
keep it till the artitle of death : And if in the mean 
time you talk to them of hitter herbsj they marvel 
at your Jewifh legal tafle, and complain that you 
fpoil the goipel feaft. 

They do not confider we muft gi<ve e^ery one hit 
portion of tneat^ or proper medicine in due feafcn ; 
and that fweet things are not always wholeforoe. 
They forget we muft ka've all antinomian refine- 
ments to follow Qhrift^ who fometimes fays to 
decent phariiees, Ho'w can you efcafe the damnation 
of belli And to a beloved difciple that fhuns the 
crofs, Bat an ! jbou favour eft not the things cf God^ 
hut the things of men, 1 hey will have nothing but 
the atonement. Nor do they chufe to remember 
that St. Paul, who did not Jhun to declare tbe tuhole 
counfelof God, preached Chrifl to Felix by reafoning 
of temperance, right eoufnefsy and ju^ginetjt to come. 

Hence it is that fome preachers muft chufe com- 
fortable fubjeds to pleafe their hearers ; jult as thofc 
who make an entertainment for nice perfons, are 
obliged to ftudy what will fuit their difficult tafte, 
A multitude of important fcriptures can be pro- 
duced, on which no minifter, who is unwilling to 
lofe his reputation as an evangelical preacher, muft 
dare to fpeak in fome pulpits, unlefs it is to ex- 
pLin away or enervate their meaning. 1 ake fome 
inftances. 

The good old Calvinifts (Archbifhop Leighton 
for one) queftioned whether a man was truly con- 
verged who did nbt fincerely^o on to petfeSion, and 
rtily endeavour to perfeSt holinefs in the fear of 
y/>^hvX now if we only cyaoxe ^xicXi ^>S^^^^ vAth 
" iplmfis^ and inforce mix mtwA^v^ v.\^Jtv ^^xcv^ 
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*iUgiee of eatnednefs, the truth of ottl* tonvtrCiwk 
Is fufpeded : We even pafs for enemies to Chrid^ 
rlghteoufnefs. 

If we have courage to handle fuch fcrlptures ai 

thefe, 7ff do gwd and to dtfiribuU firget not, /or 

yuitb fuch facrifices God is ^Mell f leafed, — Sht'w me tJ^ 

faith by thy txjor'ks, — Was not Rahah juftijied by 

nxjorks ? By uaorks fwas AbrahanCs faith made pef-^ 

feQy &c. The bare giving out of our text prejudice* 

our Antinomian hearers againft us, and robs u» 

t)f their candid attention ; tinlefs they expeft a 

Charity- Sermon : For on fuch an occasion they will 

yet allow us, at the clofe of our dlfcourfe, to fpeak 

honorably of good works : juft as thofe who run t6 

the oppofite extreme, will yet, on fome particular 

days, fuch as Chriilmas and Good-Friday, permit 

us to make honorable mention of Jefus Chrid. 

Theevil would be tolerable, if we were only obliged 
tofeledlfmoothtextsin order togratify an Antinomiaa 
audience ; but alas! it is grown fo defperate, that 
linlefs we adulterate thefincere milk of the word, manjr 
rejedl it as poifon. It is a doubt whether we could 
preach in fome celebrated. pulpits on the good man^ 
who // merciful and lendetb, who hath difperfed abroad 
land gi^vento the poor, and ijuhofe rlghteoufnefs remain^ 
ethfor e-ver, — or on breaking off' our fins by right eouf 
nefsy and our iniquities by Jhe^ng mercy to the poor,'-^ 
•<ir on the righteoufnefs nuhicb exceeds the rlghteoufnefs 
cfthe Scribes and Pharlfees, — or on the robes ^wajhed 
land made njuhlte in the blood of the Lamh, without 
giving general difguft ; unlefs, to keep in the good 
grace of our Nicolaitan hearers, wcfVere to diflent 
from all fober commentators, and offer the greatefl 
violence to the context, our own confcience, and 
common fenfe, by faying that the righteoufnefs and 
r^^^i'mentioned in thofe paffages, are Chrift's im- 
puted, and not our performed obedience. 

How few of our evangelical congregations would 
bear from the pulpit an honelt ex9la<ii^.d^^ ^1 
what they allow us to read itv t\ve ^e^\ '^ ^ "kw-^ 
open oar /ervicc by faying* tiiax VPlatk tfe^ ^\cVef 

G ^*^* 
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man turuetb tnjoi^from bis fwicMne/s^ and tUA ihjft 
nnbicb is lawful asid ligbt, be Jball /ave iis yktl 
ahvi I bat woe to us, if we handle that fcripture i& 
the polpit, nnleft we wred it by reprefentiiig Chrift 
as toe nvieked man who do £8 tbat *wbicb is Isnvfkl 
emdrigbt^ u/mve our fouls ali've, without anjr of oor 

DOIlfOt* 

Were we to preach apoQ thefe words of our Lord* 
Tbis po mud tbm Jkak lifve^ Lake x. 2^ ; the fenfe 
of which is fixed by the )7thPs. Go.andootbou lUi* 
fwift ; or only to handle without deceit thofe com- 
mon words of the Lord's prayer, confirmed by ^ 
plain parable, Forgi<oe us our trefpaffes^.at 'wiffrH'ui 
tbem tbat trtfpafs agaiuft us ; our reputation as PrO« 
teftanu would be in as much danger from the b\^lk, 
of (bme a)ngregations, as our perrons.from the fire 
of a whole regiment in the day df battle. 1R<S^ 
would fuch a dircodrfe, .and the foof^ blind man 
that preached it* be privately exclaimed againft ; 
or pablicly * expofed in a Magazine prefented to 
the world under the facred name oi Gofpcl! 

In fliort, whoever has courage enough to preach as 
St. Paul did at Athens, at Lyflra, and before Felix, 
rebuking fin without refpeft of pcrfons : whoever 
will imitate St. Peter, and eo^hort all his hearers to 
8AVB THEMSELVES ffom this pefverfe generaiiostf 
a^uring them that the premi/e of the Holy Spirit is 
unto THEM, And tbeir children.; muft exped to be 
looked upon as nnfotindy if not as an enemy to free 
grace, and a fetter forth of Pelagian or Popilh doc- 
trines. Moderate Calvinifls themfelves muft run 
the gauntlet, if they i^tt2L,c\i free grace like St. Peter, 
A pious clergyman, noted for his ftrong attachment 
to what fome call the doSrims 0/ grace^ was, to my 
knowledge, highly blamed by one part of his audi- 
tory, for having preached to the other repentance 
iomiards God^ and exhorted them^ to call on him for 
mercy : And I remember he jaft~ikved his finking 

* This wat aaoally the cafe iene months ago^ with fel|!C^ 
Is ^ (eaaon preached b) Mr% VefleY^ 

tv^teudoa 
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fispatatlon as zjound divine« by pleading, that t>vo 
Apoftles exhorted even Simon Magus to rtpent of 
tfis ftuickedne/s^ and pray tt God^ if perhaps the thought 
of his heart might be forgi<ven him* 

When fuch profefTors will not bear the plained 
truth, from miniilers whofe fentiments agree with 
theirs; how will they rife againft deeper truths 
advanced by thofe who are of a different opinion ! 
Some will even lofe all decency. Obferving, in 
preaching laft fummer,- one of them remarkably 
bufy in didurbing all around him^ when the fervice 
was over I went up to him^ and inquired into the 
caufe of the diffatisfa^ion he ha<l fo indecently ex- 
prcfTedi ." I anv-not afraid to tell it to your face, 
faid he ; I d^ not like yoar dodlrine : You are a 
free- wilier.'* If 1 have fpoken evil, replied I, bear 
witnefs of the evil. He paufed a while, and then 
charged me with praying before the fermon, as if 
all might be faved. *• That is falfe dodlrine, 
added he, and if Chrifl himfelf came down from 
heaven to preach it, I would not believe him:** 

1 wondered at firft at the pofitivenefs of my rigid 
objedlor ; but upon fecond thoughts, I thought him 
modeft, in comparifon of thofe numbers of pro- 
feffors, who fe& that Lhriil adually came down 
flora heaven, and preached the dodrine of per- 
fedion in his fermon upon the mount, and yeC 
will face us down that it is an Anti-Chrillian doc- 
trine. 

This Amlnomian cavilling of hearers againft 
preachers is deplorable; and the effedls of it will 
be dreadful. If the Lord does not put a (lop to 
this growing evil, we fhall foon fee every wherci 
what we fiuj in too many places ; felf-conceited, 
unhumbled men, riling againil the truths and mi- 
nifle-s of God, — men who are not meek doers of the 
la^w, but infolent judges^ prepofteroufly trying the 
law by which they Ihall foon be tried— men, who 
inflead of fittkig as criminals before all the me/Ten- 
gers of their Judge, with arrogancy invade the 
Judge's tribunal, and arraign even his moH vene* 

C z rable 



lablc smftafladors— men who (hould/al/ on their- 
f^ces htfore ally and give glory to God^ by confeffing^ 
theft Be is wjith his mmifters of every denomination 
of a truth ; but who, far from doing it, boldly 
condemn the word that condemns them, / fnatchr 
the two- edged fword from, the mouth of every faith- 
ful meiTenger, blunt the edge of it, and audacioufly 
thrufl at him in their turn— men who, when they 
fee a fervant of God in the pulpit, fuppofe he (lands 
at their bar ; try him with as much infolence a^ 
Corah, Datkan and Abiram tried Mofes ; cafi- 
Y\m wi^h lefs kindnefs than Pilate did Jefus; forc« 
a fool's coat of their own making upon him ; and 
then, from t>e feat of the fcornfuly pronounce, 
the decifive fentence : " He is legal, dark, blind, 
unconverted ; an enemy to frtt grace : — He is a 
rank Pjipift, a Jefuit, a falfc Prophet, or a wolf U. 
iheip's clothing,'* 
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$ut whence fprings this almoft general antino- 
snianifm of our congregations ? Shall I conceal the- 
fore becaufe it fellers in my own breaft ? Shall 1 be 
partial ? No, in the name of Him who is no rje* 
ffeder of perfons^ I will confefs my fin, and that 
of many of my brethren. 1 hough I am the leaft, 
and (I write it with tears of fhame) the mod un* 
worthy of them all, I will follow the dictates of my 
confcience, and ufe the authority of a Minifler of 
Chrifl. If Balaam, a faffe Prophet, took in good 
part the reproof of his afs, I fhould wrong mv 
honored Brethren and Fathers, the true Prophets or 
the Lord, if I feared their refenting fome well- 
meant reproofs, which I firft level at myfelf, and 
for which I heartily wiih there was no occaiion. 

IiB not the antinomianifm of hearers fomented by 
t of preachers^ Docs it not become us to take 

tJ t c 
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the^greateft part of the blame upon ourTelves, ac- 
cording.: to the old adage, " Like prieft, like 
Deople ?" Js it furprifing that fome of us fliould 
have an antiiiomian audience? Do we not make 
or keep, it fo ? When did we preach fuch a practical 
fermon as that ofour Lord on the mount, or write 
fuch clofe letters as the EpiAles of St. John ? Alas ! 
I doubt it is but feldom. Not living fo near to God 
ourfelves as we fhould, we are afraid to come near 
to the confciences of our people. The Jews faid to 
onr Lord, Ift fo filing tbsu reproaehkft us ; but now 
the cafe is altered; and our auditors mi^h^'fay to 
many of us, ** In fo faying you would * reproach 
yourfelvcs," 

Some prefer popularity to plain-dealing. We 
love to fee a croud of worldly-minded hearers 
rather than a little ftock^ a peculiar pfofle zealous of 
good 'works. We dare not (hake our congregations 
to purpofe, left oxxr f<ve thoufand ikoxiXd in three 
years time be reduced to an hundred and t'wenty. 

Luther's advice to Melanflhon, Scandalixa for* 
titery ** So preach that thofe who do not fall oot 
with their fins, may fall out with thee," is more 
and more unfafhionable. Under pretence of draw- 
ing our hearers by love, fbme of us foftly rock the 
cradle of carnal tecurity in which they fleep. For- 
•* fear of grieving the dear children of God,** we 
let buyers and felTersy Jheep and oxen^ yea goats and 
lions, fill the /^iv//if undifturbed. Andbecaufe '* the 
bread mull not be kept from the hungry children," 
we let thofe who are ivanton make mameful wafte 
of it, and even allow dogs which we fhould b}" 
fffjare of and noify parrots that can {^2k: JhihboUth^ 
tb do the fame. We forget that God's children aft 
led by bis Spirit, who is the Comforter himfelf ; tliat 
they are all afraid of being deceived, M jealous Jlr 
the Lord of bofts ; and therefore prefer a preacher 
who fcarches Jerufalem nxjitb candles^ and cannot 
fufter God's houfe to be made a den of thieves to a 
workman who *white imajhes the noifbme fepukhfes 
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.iefluwld open; and dguis ortr nvkt mefrnftrid^ 
mmtar thi bulging oMiiZr he flioold demoliih. 

The old Puiitani Wrongly iniifted upon perfiiiMl 
ti SMf fi-, and the firft Metnodifts upon the new 
Urthi but thefe doArines feem to grow out of 
date. The go(pel if cafl into another mould. 
People it feemi may now be /» Chrift without 
being ntw crt^tunJi or new creatures without caft- 
. in^ M thim away. They may be God's children^ 
withont God'sjmagc! ; ana horn $/ the Sfirii with- 
. out tii /rm/j^qf Af Sjfirit. If our unregenerate 
heiiert £et orthodox ideas about the way of Talva- 
tion in &eir heads, evangelical phrafes concerning' 
. Jbfus*i love in their ipouths, and a warm zeal for 
our party and favourite forms in their Hearts ; with- 
out any more ado we help them to rank themlelves^ 
amon^ the children of God. But alas ! this felf- 
adoption in^ the famiry of Chrift will no more pafe 
lb heaven» than felf-imputation of Chrift's righte* 
oafiieA. The work of the Ipirit will ftand tnere^ 
and that alone^ Agaxn» 

Some of He often give our congregations parti- 
cular accounts of /Ar csvenavt between the perfont 
of the bleiTed Trinity, and (peak of it as confi- 
dently as if the King of kings had admitted' us 
members of his privy council ^ biit how feldom do- 
we do juftice to the fcrrptures where the covenant is 
mentioned in a f radical manner ! How rarely do 
the minifters who are fond of preaching^ upon the 
Covenant between God and David, dwell upon 
inch fc^iptures as tbefe ! Becaufe they continued not tit 
my covenant I regarded them not ; becaufe they ha'Vi 
Umnfgrejkd the Loftv, changed the Ordinances^ and 
Bpoken the Everlafting Covenant ^ therefore hath the 
€wrfe devoured the Earthy Mid they that dnjueii therein 
. are defolate ; therefore the inhabitants of the earth are 
hurnedt andfenu men left. I fay to the <wicked 'whai 
Ih^ thou to do to take my co*uenant in thy mouth ? ■ 
They kept not the covenant of God and refufed to iJualM 
in hit WW i diey would ngt be evangelically legal, 
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fhtnfin a fih was kimdhJ in Jacol^ the m>rath of 
€od came upon tbem^ be JUw the fatteft of them, and*' 
Jmote do^wn the cbo/en^ the cledt of l/rael ! 

We frequently keep back from our hearers the. 
very portions that honeft Nathan, or blunt John 
the Baptift would have particularly inforced. The 
tafte ot many is perverted, they loath the manna of 
the wordy not becauie it is lighty but bea*uy food : 
They muft \i2iVtfa^ory meat, fucb as their foul loveth ;i 
and we hunt for venijom we minifter to their fpiri- 
tual luxury, and feafl with them on our own 
doctrinal refinements. Hence mafy are nueak and 
Jikly among us ? Some that might be fat and luell" 
liking^ cry out t My leannefs ! myleannefs! And m^ivy 
fleep m a fpiritual grave^ the eafy prey of corruption 
and (in. 

How few Calebs, how few Jofhuas are found- 
amone the many fpies who bring a report of the 
good land ! The cry is feldom, Let us go up and 
pffffefs itf unlefs thegood land be the map of the 

fo(jpcl drawn by Dr. Crifp. On the contrary, the 
imculties attending the nobje conqueft are magni- 
fied to the higheil degree t Thefons of Anak are tall 
and ftrongy and their cities fenced up to heaven* 
" All our corruptions are gigantic, the caftle where 
they dwell fhall always remain a den of thieves ; it 
is an impregnable citadel, ftiongly garrifoned by 
Apollyon's forces; we fhall. never love God here 
with all our fouls, we fhall always have defperately 
*wicked hearts J** 

How fe^ of our celebrated pulpits are there, 
where more has not been faid at times for fin than 
againft it ! With what an air of politivenefs and 
aSurance Kas that Barabbas, that murderer of 
Chrill and fouls been pleaded for! ^* It will 
humble us, make us watchful, flir up our dili- 
gence, quicken our graces, endear Chrill,*' kc. 
that is in plain EngliOi, pride will beget humility, 
fioth will ipur us on to diligence, ruft will brighten 
our armour, and unbelief, the very fbul of every 
infill tcjnper, is to do the work oCfmh^l ^vgwtswk^^ 
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flcit only- be tiway t Inrkug idboot the walk siid 
gitet "of the town of Man's fo^l (if I may once moie 
allude to Banyan's holy war) bat it (hall dwell in 
it, in the King's palace, in tbe ifour chamber, the 
in0U>ft itce^ of the heart : There is no taming it 
ont. Jefos, who cleanled the fepers with a wosd 
or a toach, cannot, with all the force of his fpiiit 
and virtae of his blood, -expel this leprofy ; )t> is too 
imrecerate. Deaths that fool monfter, the oiSspriog 
of Sin, fiiall ha?o the important honor of killii^ 
his fiither* He, he alone is to give the great, die 
laft, the dedfive blow. This is confidently aflerted 
by thofe "who cry^ Nothing bat Chrift ! They 
allow him to lop <MBr the branches-; but Death, thb 
great Saviour Death, is to deftroy the root of fin. 
In the mean time tbi timpU of God ihall'have agrei-' 
mmi with iMs, and CMji c$wecrJ *witb Belial: 
Tbe Lamb of God Jkall He dewm nvitb the roaring 
Li$m in oarheart. 

Nor does the preaching of this internal flavery r 
this bondage of ipiritual corruption, ihock o^r 
hearers. No : this mixture of light and darknefs 
pafies for gofpel in our davs. And, what is more 
ailonifhing: ftill,. by making much ado about 
*^ finijbed falvation,*' we can even put it off as 
*^ the only pure, genuine and comfortable goijpeL'* 
While the fmopthnefs of our dodrine will atone for 
our mod glaring inconfiftencie? • 

We have fo whetted the antinomian appetite of 
cur hearers, that they fwallow down almoft apy 
thing. V^'e may tell them, St. Paul was at one* 
and the fame time carnal^ /eld under Jin^ crying. 
Who ftfall deliver me from this body of deetbf and 
triumphing that he did not loalk after the fiejh but 
after tbe fpirit^ rejoicing in the tejiimowf, of a gofid 
con/cience^ and glorying that the latur of the Spirit of 
' fein Cbrifi-Jefus bad made him free from the Iww of 

\.emd death / This fuits their experience ; there- 
^ibre they readily take our word, . and • it palTcfi for* 
\4ht'. nmrd of Goa, It is a mercy that we have hot 
^|et attempted' to prove by the iame argument, that 
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lyNg and turfing ^re qnite confident with apoftoHe 
faith ; for ^t. HadI fpeaks of hit lie^ and St. James^ 
fays, tvith our tongues, cur/e *ute men. 

We may make them believe, that though adul- 
tery and murder are damning iins in poor blind 
Turks and Heathens, yet they are only the Jpots ofi' 
God*s children in enlightened Jews and favoured" 

Chriflians. That God is the moft partial of all 

judges, fome being accurfed to the pit of hell for- 
hreaking the law in the moil trifling points ; while 
others, who adually break it in the moft flagrant 
inflances, are richly bleffed tvith all heaiienlj hene-^ 

diSIions, And that while God beholds nar 

iniquity in Jacob, no pervcrfenefs in Ifrael, he fees 
nothing but odious fins in Ifmael, and devilifk' 
wickednefs in Efau : although the Lord aiTures us 
the ^wickednefs of the ^wicked Jhall be upomhim, and' 
that though band join in hand the ^wicied Jhall not g9' 
unpunijhed^ were he as great in Jacob as Corah, and 
as famous as Zimri in IJraeh 

Wc may tell our hearers one hour, that •* the 
love of Chrift fweetly ewjt-ains all believers to* 
walk, yea to run the way of God's commandments, . 
and that they cannot help obeying its forcible dic- 
tates:" And- we may perfuade them the next hour,, 
that '' how to perform what is good they find not, 
that they fall continually into fm ; for that which^ 
they do they allow not, and. what they would that. 
do they not ; but what they hate that do they." 
And that thefe inconiiftencies may not fhock their 
common fenfe, or alarm their confciences, we 
again touch the fweet- founding ftring of finijhedi 
falvation ; we Intimate we have the key of evange- 
lical knowledge, refleft on thofe who expeft deli- 
verance from fin in this life, and build up our- 
congregations in a moft comfortable, 1 wifh 1 could, 
fay, moft holy faith. 

In fhort, we have fo ufed our people to ftrange 
dodlrines, and prepofterous aflertions, that if we 
were to intimate, God himfelf fets us a pattern of« 
antinomianifm,,. by difregardin^ his own moft holy 
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$tid ]ovdfixty which incalcates peifeft love-^w;. 
l|re were even to hint that he bean a (eciet erudee^* 
or an immortal enmity to thofe verv fools whom ne 
cpmmands us to love as Cbrift beu loved us ; that he 
feeds them only for the great day of flaoghter, and . 
has detenainea (fo inveterate is his hatred !) he/ore^ 
tie jfoundatiin of the nvorUj to fi diem as vejfeis of 
mti^aib^ that he might eternally fill them with his 
fiery vengeance, merely to ihew what a great ahd 
ibvereign God he is ; I doubt not whether fome ' 
would not be highly pleafed and fay« we had 
** preached a found and fweet difcourfe/' This^ 
would probably be the cafe if we addrefied'them in 
fuch a manner as to make them believe they are> 
eki^: not indeed of thofe ancient, legal, and/ 
wrefUing ek^ lubo cry to God day and mgbt to he!* 
MFoengiaof their /firitual adverjary ; but of theie. 
modern, indolent ele^, who have found out a ihort^ 
way to heaveBi and mabtain, '* we are abfolntely. 
to do nothing in ordtr to falvaticm/' 

With joy I confefs however, that glorious and* 
rouzing truths are frequently delivered in the de- 
monftration of the fpirit and of power. But alas ! 
Ae Uow ir feldom followed. You have feen fond 
mothers violently correding their, children one in- 
ilant, and the next dandlfng them upon their, 
knees ; and by,fboli(hly luffing away their teairs,.' 
ipoiling the corredlion they had given. Tuft fo it 
is with feveral of us : We p/each a clofe difcourfe, 
and feem determined to drive the buyers and fellers 
out of the temple. Our antinomian hearers begin 
to awake and look about them : Some are even 
ready to Cry out. Men and brethren tvhaf Jhall ive 
do P But alas ! we found a retreat when we fhould 
ihout for a iccond battle : By an unaccountable 
weaknefs, before we conclude^ we footh them up,, 
and make a way for their efcape ; or, which is not 
much better, the next time we preach, by fetting 
i>p Dr» Crifp's dodtrine as much as ever, we in-* 
duftridufly repair the breach we had made in the 
^itntiaomiaA BabeL 
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Aiid'fuppofe Tome of us pretcb againft Atftinl^ 

^nianifai) is not our praflice contrary to our preach* 

^ng ? We are under z dangerous miftake, if we 

think ourfelves clear from antinomianifmy meret/ 

i!>ecaufe we thunder againii; antinomian principles : 

' For as fome, who zealoudy maintain fuch priii* 

ciplesy by the happieft inconfiftency in the world. 

pay neverthelefs in their pradice a proper regard 

'to the law they revile ; {o not a few, !^o profets 

•the deeped refpedl for it, are fo unhappily mcon- 

'fiflent, as to tranfgrefs it without ceremony. The 

God of holinefs fays. Go and work /« my *uineyari. 

The inconfiftent Antinomian anfwers, •* 1 will not 

be bound by any La-w : I fcorn the ties of Duty :*' 

but neverthele fs J^e rtfents and goes. The incon« 

(iftent legalifl replies, '* It is my bounden duty to 

obey, I go Lord ;' neverthelefs bedotf Hot go» Whicli 

of the two is the greater antinomian ? The latter 

no doubt: 'his pi^flical aiitinomianifnl is much 

iBore odious to God and man, that! the fpeculstive 

error of the former. 

The Lord Qod help us to avoid both ! Whether 
the helliih wolf come barefaced, ot injheep^s cloath* 
ing ; or what is a flill more dangerous difguife, tn 
"Lamb's cloaihing ; in the clothes of the Ihepherd, 
-covered from head to foot with a righteoufnefs 
which he has imputed to himfelf, and fing tlC: 
'Syren fong of/lvi^^^falvatioB* 



I (hall clofe thefe reflexions upon the antino* 
*^ianirm of preachers by prefenting you with 
(ketches of two very oppofite ways of preaching. 
The firft is an extraft from Bi(hop Hopkins's 2 f tli 
lermon, in titled FraQical Cbriftianity ; upon thofe 
words of St. Paul, Workout your fahtatiin 'with Jtar 
-md tremth'ngy &c» "This teftimony will weigh Co 



jM^ the mflie mth ma jis Jie was rfiumtthii^ii^^ 
jmi a tndy coaveitcd laan. 

' To ^wmrk ta- mar SahatUu^ (ays diye godlf 
-^ prdacc, is to perfevere in the ways of obedicncey 
*. antilf throagh tEeoiy that falva^on that is began 
^^ httt oa earth be perfe^ed in heaven. Thb 
kumrk implies three things, (i.) Pains and la- 
boar. hiJvatiik is that whicn mnft be wrought 
out ; it. is that which will make the foal pant 
a&d breathe, yea run down with fweat to obtam 
it. '{2.) It implies conihuicyjand diligence. A 
Ciixiftiaa that would ^ork out his foHoHin^ moft 
be always employed about it. It is a web» into 
%hicb we moft weave the Svholb thfisad of o^r 
lives. That man who works at falvation only 
by fome^aflioniate fits, adbd then within a while 
undoes it all again by foul apoflacy, and notorious 
fins^will never mf^rk fd'odtUn out. (3. )It promifes 
faccefs ; though it be hard work, it {hail not be 
long work ; continue working, it (hall be wrought 
out ; what before was your work, (hall be your 
reward ; and this falvation that was fo painfill 
in working, (hall be moil btelTed in the enjoy- 
ment. 

*• Say not, ** We have no ftrehgrh to work with.'* 
What God commands us to do, he will afliil nS 
in doing. We are impotent, but God is omni- 
potent: iPgr^therefore^ for this omnipotent 
God numrks inym both to loill and to do, 
* The propofttion I fhall lay down from the texl 
is this : That it is the Duty of every true Cbriftiah 
to ixjork out bis onxsn falvation twit b fear and tnm* 
bling: Or, that e'very Chrijiian. nay every man^ 
ought to twork for his livings even for an etervai 
life. To mention places for the proot of thk 
were to tranfcribe the bible. We can no where 
open this bleifed book, but we find this truth 
proved to us, either diredlly or by coniequence. 
And yet it is Grange in theie days to fee how dubi- 
•afly fome men, who would be thought admirers 
of/higrace^ ipeak of ^>bedieace and workings 
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as if they were the badge of a legal fpirtt^ 
Oh it is a foft and eaf/ dodrine to bid men fit 
ftill-and believe, as if God would tranflate thenjt 
to heaven Dpon their couches. Is it poffible that 
th«re notions fhould be difperfed and entertained 
but becauie it has always been the Devil's policy 
to vent thofe dodlrines that indulge the fle(^ 
under the patronage of free grace and go/pel 
attainments f 

* Wherefore is it that we are commanded to 
Jlri've that nve may enter in at the Jlrait gate P Sq 
to run that <we may obtain ? So to ijorejne that we 
may he able to Jland? So to fight tnat we may 
lay hold on eternal life ? Can you firi<ve and run^ 
and ^wrefile and fight, and all this by doing no- 
thing ? If God would fave you without work- 
ing, why h^s he given you grace, an operative 
principle, that you might work? I^e might a§ 
well fave you without grace, as without works : 
for that is not grace that does not put forth itfelf 
in working. ^ God, rather than we fhall not 
work, will fet us at work. He gives and pro- 
mifes aiTidance only that we might work oat our 
own falvation. We are not fujficient of ourfehves tq 
think any thing : What then ? Muft we therefore fi^ 
ilill ? No« fays the apoflle, for God who finds u^ 
employment, will alfo find us flrength : Ouffuf* 
ficiency is of God* 

* Wherefore is it that men M% juflly damned ? 
Is it not becaufe they will norao what they are 
able to do ? And whence have they this ability ? 
Is it not from the grace of God*s fpirit ? — What 
is it that men expedl ? Mufl God drive them to 
heaven by force and violence whether they will 
or no ? 

' If man will, he may work out his falvation. I 
fpeak not this to afiert the power of man 'to work 
out falvation, without the aid of fpecial grace to 
incline his will. Where there is fpecial grace 
^iven to make the will willing to convert, there 
is ftothing more required to make him able, be* 
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caafe cooYcr&on chiefly confifis in die ad^ of die 
will idelf, only to make him willing is required, 
{pedal grape ;, which they that favour the^ndue 
liberty of the will do deny. Our impotency lies in 
the ftubbomnefs of our wills. The greateft fin- 
ner may work out his own falvation if he will. If 
he is but willing, he has that already that may make 
him able. GSi puts no new powers in the foul 
when he converts it ! 

'- Are there any ib defperately profane as not 
to have prayed unto God in their whole life. 
Why now to what end have you prayed ? Was it 
not for falvation ? And did you work for falva- 
tion* and at the fame time believe you could not 
work? Thou art inexcufable O man, whoever 
thou art that wilt not work ; it is in vain to plead 
thou wanteft power. God will confute thee out 
of thy own niouth.' 

' Would a mafter when he commands his fervant 
to work, take this as a fuffident excofe for his 
floth and idlenefs, that he has no power to work 
till Ood a6ls and moves him ? Why this is a 
truth, and it may as well be objefled by your 
fervants to you, as by you unto God. Though 
it is iropoflible that men fhould flir without God's 
cojocurrehce, yet thi^ hinders not their endea- 
vctrs, no, nor is it any matter of difcouragement 
to them. Thffl^ put thefe things to the trial. 
Now why ihoAr we not do fo in fpirituals as 
well as in temporals ? Are they not of great- 
er concernment? It is not inability but wil- 
ful floth that deHroys men. Sinners, wherefore 
will you perifli ? Why will you fleep away your 
fouls into hell ? Is it more painfUl for you to 
work than to be damned ? Endeavour therefore to 
do what you can ; labour and fweat at falvation's 
work, rather than fail of it for a wilful neglefl. 
Ho*w Jhali you e/cafe if yoxi negleQ f9 great faU 
*uation? 

*'Otj, Thus to prefi men to working is derogar 
toiy to Chriit's tnerxts, by which atone we are 
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(aved, anel not by our works. Chrifi ha» doB«.aII 
for us, and wrought out our falvation by himfelf. 
Shall we piece out his work by our *obedience ; 
when all we have now to do is to believe on 
him ? 

* j4ft/i There is the fweetcft harmony between 
the merits of Chrift, aud our <worktng out of our 
/al<uation. To make it evident, I (hall fliew what 
Chrifi has done for us, and what he expefts we 
fhall do for ourfclves. H« has merited grace, and 
purchafed eternal happinefs. And why did 
Chrift merit grace ?• Was it not that we might 
adl it in obedience ? If he merited grace that we 
might obey, is it fenfe to object uiat our obe- 
dience is derogatory to his merit ? If one end of 
his doing all that he did for us, was to enable ua 
to do for ourfelves; wiil any man fay, now I am. 
bound to do nothing, becaufe Chrift has done all ? 
How loft are fuch men both to reafon and religion^ 
who undertake fo to argue ? No, Salvation was. 
purchafed and Grace procured, that by the a£l* 
ing and exercife of that grace, we might attain 
to that falvation. It is not by way of merit or 
purchafe that we exhort men to work out their 
felvation. Thofe are guilty of practical blaf- 
phemy againft the Prie£y Office of Chrift^ who 
think to merit it by their own works, 
' As Chrift has done two things for us, fo he 
^ requires two things from ^ (i.) That jk^qt 

* fhould put forth all the ftrength of nature in la* 
^ bouring after grace : and^ (2.) That we ftiould 
' put forth the power of grace in labouring for the 
y falvation purchafed for us. (i.) Let eveiy fin« 

* ner knof; it is his work to repent and return^ 

* that he may live. You cannot St do\yn and fay^ 

* what need is there of.mvworkbg? Chrift has 

* already done all my work for me to my hands. 
^ No, Chrift has done his own work» the work of 

* a Saviour and a Surety i but he i^verdidthQ 
•■ work of Zj^nrur. 
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* IF Clbrift ky mriting grace had beftowed it 
opon thee, and wrought it in thee, then indeed 
no more would be required of thee to become 
holy, but ^ ^^ back a lazy look at the pur- 
chaie of Jefus Chrift : Then thy floth would hav e 
ibme pretence not to labour. Bat this will not 
do. Our Saviour commands all men To/eeifirft 
tbi kimgJ§m of God^ and the ApoiUe exhorts 
Simon Magus to pray. Do not therefore cheat 
^our own Ibuls into perdition by lazy notions 
about Chrift*s merits. \i you fit ftill expefting' 
till the meriting grace of Chrid drop down into 
youir fbulsy and change your hearts; truly it 
may be before that time you yourfelves may 
drop down into hell, with your old unchanged 
hearts. 

* (2.) Chrift experts that thofe who have grace^ 
{hould put forth the utmoft power thereof in 
labouring after the falvation he has purchafed 
iot them. He has merited falvation for them» 
but it is to be obtained by their own labour and 
indnftry. Is not what Chrift has done fufiicient I 
Muft he npent^ hlievi, and ohey for them ? This 
it not to make him a Saviour but a drudge. He 
has done what was fit for a nudiator to do. He 
now requires of us what is meet fotfimiers to do s 
that is, to Tipent^ &c. He now bids you fwafi 
and h tUau. Wquld you have the great Prophet 
come and ftrike dv your leprofy, and do nothing 
towards the cure ? The way to heaven is made^ 
noffible, but if you do not walk in the way that 
leads to it, you may Hill be as far ^m heaven 
as cVer. Though Chrift's bearing the puniflin^ent 
of the law by d^ath does exempt us from fuffer- 
ing, yet his obeying of the law does not excufe 
our obedience to the law. Nor is our obedience 
derogatory to Chrift's, becaufe it proceeds from 
other grounds than Chrift's did. tie obeyed the 
liw as a covenant of works, we only as a rule of 
lighteonfnefs* 
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^ To conclude upon tlus point, So work witS: 
that earnefthefs, conftancy and unwearinefs id: 
well doing, as if thy works alone were able tp 
juilify and fave thee : And To abfolutely depend^ 
and rely upon the alone merits of Chrift for 
jufHfication and falvation, as if thou never had^ 
performed one aft of obedience in all thy life. 
This is the right gofpel-frame of obedience, fty^ 
to work as if we were only to be faved by our 
own merits ; and withal fo to- reft on' the nierit^ 
of Chrift, as if we had never wrought any thing. 
It is a difficult thing to give to each of thefe its 
due in our pra£Uce : When we work we are too- 
apt to negieft Chrift-;^ and when we rely on 
Chrift, we are too apt to negieft wprkingi Bur 
that Chriftirfn has got the right art of obedience 
who can mingle thcfe two together; who caik' 
with one4iand ^work the *worh ofGnd^ and y^t at 
the fame time lay faft^ hold of the merits of Jefus- 
Chrift. Let this antinomian principle be for 
ever rooted oat of the minds of men, that our 
working is derogatory to Chrift's work. Neveir 
more think he nas done all your work for you^ 
but labour for that falvation which he has pur- 
chafed and merited. Could ever fuch fen{ele{s> 
objeftions prevail with men who have ferioufly^ 
read this Scripture ? Hega^ve him/elf for m that he- 
might redeem us from all iniquity^ and purify to>him^ 
felfa peculiar people zealous ofg^d ivorks, But truljr 
\yhen floth and ignorance meet together, if yoa^ 
tell men what powers their 'natures, affifted by- 
preventing grace, have to work, and how necei- 
lary obedience is to falvation, they with thc^ 
fluggard fold their arms in their bofom doing 
nothing; telling us thefe doftrines are Arminian- 
ifm and fiat Popery. But deceive not yourfelves 'y 
whether this dodtrine takes hold on yourjudg* 
ments now 1 know not ; but this 1 know afTuredi}'^ 
it fhall take hold of yourconfciences either here or 
hereafters and then it will not fuffice you to fay 
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fe&tW that 70a hid no power to do wsiyAbitig, or 
* that Chrift hat already done all for yoa.* 

I'hit excellent difcoorfe (hould be in all the 
houfes of profe£K>n. It would ihame the carekfs 
Kemonilrantiy and fliew them how orthodox (bme 
Calviniftt are in point of works ; and it would con- 
found the ilothfnl Chlvinifts, and make them iee 
how they have left PraSical Cbnfiiamty for Jnti* 
mmism CriJ^uuuty. for Eaft cannot be farther from 
Weftf than the preceding extras of Bilhop Hop* 
kint's iermpa is from the fbllo^ng propofitions^ 
extraded from Dr. Crifp's works, which foipe 
make the ftandard of evangelical preaching. (They 
are refuted alio in G^/pu truth wnMcated fy Mr. 
WiUimmtf whole exceUent refutation is recom- 
mended by 93 Calvinift divines of the laft century. 
AtA Mt. Wefley^s Pix>pofitions in the Minutes of 
the Conference held in 1770, may be lookcfd upon 
as the ground on which that refutation fiandJs*) 
* Mnft not a believer, an elefi, be reckoned to 
be a ^nner while he does fin ? No. Though he- 
does fin, yet he is not to be reckoned as a finner, 
his fins are reckoned to be taken away fropi 
him.— — -A man does fin againft God; God 
reckons not his fin to be lus; he reckons it 
Chrift's, thereiforehe cannot reckon ithis«— — • 
There is no condition in the covenant of Grace : 
man has no tie upon him to perform any thing 
whatfoever ; as a condition that mail be obferved 
on his part ; and there is not one bond or obli* 
gation upon man to the fulfilling of his part of 
the covenant, or partaking of the benefits of 
it. There is no better way to know your 

portion in Chrift, than upon the genera] tender of 
the Goipel to conclude abfoluteJy he is yours : 
fay, ** my part is as good as any man's :'* Set 
down thy reft here ; queftion it not, but believe 
it.w— _Chrill belongs to finners as finners; 
and if there be no worfe than finfiilnefs, rebel- 
iioa uid eofloiity in thce» he belong to thee, as 

« well 



( 7!> > 

well as t<Kany in the world.— —Ckrifi does jndL 
tify a perfon before >he believes ; we do not be- 
lieve that we may be jailified, but becaufe we are 
jafiified. The eled are juflified from eternity, 
at Chriil's death ; and the lateft time is before 
they are born-— It is a received conceit among 
perfonsy that our obedience is the way to heaven ; 
and though it be not> fay they, the caufe of our 
reign, yet it is the way to the kingdom : but I 
mud tell you, all this fandlification of life is not. 
a jot the way of that j unified perfon to heaven.-^ 
To what purpofe do we propofe to ourfelves the 
gaining of that by our labour and induilry, that 
is already become ours before we do one jot ?-^ 
Mull they now labour to gain thefe things, as if 
it were referred to their- well or evil walking; 
that as they (hall walk fo they fhall fpeed : The 
Lord does nothing in his people upon conditions* 
The Lord intends not that by our obedience we 
fhall gain fomething which in caie of our failing 
we Ihall mifcarry of.— —While you labour to get 
by duties, you provoke God as much as in you 

lies. We muft work from life and not for 

life. — There is nothing you can do from whence 
you ought to expedi any gain to yourfelves.— — 
Love to the brethren, univerfal obedience, and 
all other inherent qualifications are no figns by 
which we fhould judge of our ftate.— Every 
eled veiTel, from the £r^ inllant of his being, is 
as pure in the eyes of God from the charge of 
fin, as he fhajl be in glory.— Though fuch 
perfons do a^ rebellion, yet the loathfomenefs^ 
and hatefulnefs of this rebellion is laid on the 
back of Chrifl ; he bears the fin, as well as the 
blame, and fhame : ^nd God can dwell with 
perfons that a^ the thing, becaufe all the filthi- 
nefs of it is tranflated from them upon the back 

of Chrift. It is the voice of_a lying fpirit in 

your hearts that fays, you that are believers (aa 
David) have yet fin wafting your .confcience. 
JQavid indeed fays, my Jim an gon$ Q*vtr my bead, 

« but 
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^ but he fpeaki here from himielf, and all that Be 

ipcaks ffom himfelf was not trnth. There is 

as much ground to be confident of the pardon oF 
fin to a believer* as foon as he committed it^ 
as to believe it after he has performed all the 
humiliation in the world: A believer may be 
afiured of pardon as foon as he commits any dn, 
even adnhery and murder.— There is not one £t 
of fadneis in a believer but he is out of the way 
of Chrift.— »God does no longer ftand difpleaied 
though a believer do fin often.— There is ho fm 
that ever believert commit, that can poffibly do 
them any hurt. Therefore, as their fins cannot 
hurt them, fo diere is no caufe of fear in their fins 
committed'.— Sins are but fcare*crows and bug- 
bears to fright ignorant children, but men of 
underftanding fee they are counterfeit things.-— 

* Sin is dead, and there is no more terror in it than> 
^ in a dead Hon.— If we tell believers except they 

walk thus and thus holily, and do thefe a^d the& 
good works, God will be angry with them, we 
abufe the fcriptures, undo what Chrift has done, 
injure believers, and tell God lies to his face.— ^ 
All our righteoufnefs is filthy, fall of menftru- 
ofity, the higheft kind of fiJthinefs — even what 
is the fpirit's, mufl be involved within that whicH 
is adman's own, under the general notion of 
^»»g-.—— Godhas done every thing in Chrift, and 
taken away all things that can difturb our peace ; 
but man will be mincing the truth, and tell you 
that if you keep clofe to God, and refrain from 
fin, God will love you. — Chrift does all his work 
for him as well as in him that believes. — if per- 
fbns are not united to Chrid, and do not partake 
of iuftification before they do believe, there will be 
bringing to life again the covenant of works ; you 

* mud of neceffity prefs upon yourfelves thefe terms', 
** I mull do, that I may have life in Chrift : I mn& 
•* believe." Now if there be believing firfl, then 
^ there is doing before living.--*To what purpofe 

• •'do 



do we tell men of wrath and damnation f Wet 
had as good hold oar tongues.' &c. &c, 
\ I do obferve, fays my judicious Calvinifl au* 
thor, the pretence for thefe opinions is, that 
they exalt Cbrij/^ 3,nd free grace. Under thi* 
ihadow Antinomianifm fet up in Germany. This 
was the great cry in England above fifty year* 
iince. The, Synod of New England expofe this, 
as one of the fpeeches of them whom they call 
Antinomians: Here is a greett Jiir about graces 
and looking to hearts ; hut gi<ve me Qbrift : J feeh 
not for grates y but for Chrift : I feek not for pro^ 
mifes, but for Chrift : J feek not for fem&ification^ 
hut for Chrift : Teli me not of meditation and duties^ 
hut tell me of Chrift, Dr. Crifp very often bears 
upon thb point, as if all he faid was to advance 
Chrift and Grace.* 
You will perhaps, fay that our ffofpel-miniflers 
are far more guarded than the good Dodor. But 
I would a(k whether all his fcheme b not coilefled, 
and made to center in the one fa(hionable expref«- 
iion of Finished Salvation I Which ieemi to be 
6ur Shibboleth. 

If tht fak/ation of the ele£i was fimfifed upon the 
erofs, then was their juftification finilhedy their 
fan&ification finifiied, ^w glorification finiihed: for 
juftification, fan^fication, and glorification /ivr;^^,, 
are but the various parts of our finiflsed fahation.. 
If our juftification n finifi>ed\ there is no need of 
believing in order to be juftified. If our (andifi- 
cation \%finifi?edy there is no need of mortifying one 
£n, praying for one grace, taking up one crofs, 
parting with either right eye or right hand, in or- 
der to perfect holinefs. Again, 

Suppofe our falvation vifinijbedt it follows Chrift 
has done all, and we are to do nothing. Obedi- 
ence and good works are no more necefi^y in order 
to it, than cutting and. carrying flonesare neceffary 
to the compleatiAg of Weftminfter bridge. We 
are as perfed in Chrift, as compieatly blamelefs 
and holy in the nudft of all oiu; fins, it evet ^^ 
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Atll be in glorjr. la a word* if falvation iAjinifiid',, 
well ordered in aU thiagt and fure, our fins cannot 
take any thing from it> nor our righteoufneCshave 
any thin^ to do with it. The Httle Hock of the^ 
akd ihail be faved» nay are fully faved now> do 
what they pleafe ; axid the multitades of the repro* 
tmtes (hall be damned, do what they can. Give 
ne only the fmooth ring 'of Jifiififfd Juifuationt and 
without offering the kaft violence to common feofe, 
i ihall acceflarily draw evtry Hnk of Dr. CrifpV 
antinomian chain* 

' 1 have oiftan wondered* how fo m'any excellent men* 
can be ib'lbiid of an expreffion which is the fialkiag* 
hoiir of every wild ranter. U it fcriptuxai ? Whichr " 
of tbe Propliettor Apofttes ever nfed it on earth f 
Do even tti Spirk* •/ jufi whm madt pgrfiS aicri|^ 
finifoei fidvation to the Lamb \ If thev did, would 
•oc:tlimr QfcoUeAed daiU and the fouls trying muUw 
/4iris^«r^^^^Ryve their praifei premanure ? WiUfal-^ , 
vatldabe >M * ^ ttU $h^ kimmpk diMtk^ is fullyr 
ovefeome by the general reuirredion I Again, 

Is the expreffion ^i finijhid Balfva$i9n confident 
wMk the analogy of faith ? Does it not fuperfede 
Mr Lnrd*t wkturciifim mi tin r^ Inrnd of OodP^ 
Whether ht tntercadee for the r^irobate or tho 
elei^i adshe^ not a moft nnwifo part? Is not he 
givhlg himMf « needlefs trooble» whether be in* 
tercel fyt the juftificatiom of thofo whom he has. , 
himfolf rtprtt^atedf or for the fiilvatioa of thofe 
vhtfie fidvation x^fanfifed} U it right to ofier an 
infolt to our HighrFrieft upon his mediatorial 
throne,- ondor pretence of honouring him on the 
Cfofsl And may not \ iay with judKiOtts Baxter^ 
See 'wbai this 9*oer doing ifnds to / See what contempt 
k poam upon Him who is tin Brightn^i rf bit 
Fatbtf^s glory i 

£f that favoorite expneffon ta neither fcriptural,, 
«or agreeable te the anakigy of jEiith* is it at leaft 
mifHorudf' I4oiibtk ta noC. . Fis^^Wfaiffttion im- 
yiiia bcftfa inAeUvcnmon finna bodily and fpiritaal 
cvit^ aadi % hniagmaik fuUy lArtakclr of heavenlji 

glorjjfc 
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^glory, In body and in (bul . But waving the con fid«- 
r^on of glory and heaven , and taking the word 
Jal<vatton in its negative and lower fenfe, I a(k: 
Can it be faid with any propriety that bodily fal- 
vation is Jinijhed, while innumerable pains and 
difeafes furround us, to drag us to the grave, and 
deliver us to putrefa6lioji ? And is.^/V//»^i/falyatioii 
finilhed ? Is the body of Jin deftroyed? Do not thofe 
very Minifters who ^x€2jAi finijhed fttk)ation with 
-one breath, teH us with the next, ** there is «• 
deliverance (that is, no finilhed falvation) firom fin 
in this life V* 

And what end does that expreffion anfwer? I 
Icnow of none but that of fpreading Dr. Crifp's 
<!o6trine, and making thoufan^s of deluded fouls 
talk as if the to^er of their falvation vfZB Jmified^ 
^whcn they have not fo much as counted the coft ; or 
when they have jud laid the foundation. 

Therefore, with all due deference to my Brethren 
and Fathers who preach fimjhed> fahuation^ I afk, 
* Would it not be better to drop that doctrine, with 
all the other dangerous refinements of the bonefl 
Doftor, and preach a finijbed atonement^ a prefent 
fs^ereign remedy, comfleatly prepared to heal all o%ir 
fpirituai infirmities, afluage all our miferies, and 
fit us for finijbed falvation in glory ? Would not 
this be as well at leafl, as to help our patients to 
con^pofe themfelves to fleep upon the pillow of 
Antinomianifm ; by making them believe the pre- 
paration of the remedy, and a compleat cure are 
all one ; fo that now they have abfohitely nothing 
to do in order to faving health, and (as'the Apoflles 
concluded about Lazarus) if xUKty feep ihey fl?all do 
nvellF And fhould we not, even in fpeaking of 
Redemption, imitate the judicious Calyinifts of the 
laA century, who carefully difUnguifhed between 
redemption by the price of Jefus's blood, and re- 
demption by the power of his Spirit. " The 
former, faid they, was finifiied upon the crofs, 
but the latter is not fb much as -begun in tfaou- 

fands ; 
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Ikodt^; even in all that are onborn «r ancoa* 
vemcd? 



« \ 
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To (peak the melancholy truth, how few Indi- 
lidiials are free from praidical Antmomianifm ? 
Setting afide their <attendance on the miiufiry of 
the word, where is the material difference betweea 
feveral of oar genteel believers and other people f 
Do not we fee the fumptuous furniture in their 
apartments, and £idhionable elegance in their drefs f 
What fijms of money do they frequently lay out 
in cofily fuperfluities to adorn their perfons> honfes 
and gardens ? 

Wife heathens, by the help oT a little philofo- 
. phjy, (aw the impropriety of having any ufelefs^ 
Dnt£le veflels about them : they broke them on 
purpofe, that they might be con(ift6nt with the 
proteffion they made of/eeiing fwi/dom. But we, 
who profefs to hzve found QhnSi tbt nuifiom of God ^ 
purchafe fnch veifels and toys at an high ^te, and 
inftead of hiding them for ihame, as Rachel did her 
Teraphim for fear, we nuria our motto onjtr againfi 
the candlifiick upon the plafier of the luall^ and any 
man that fears the God of Daniel may, upon 
fiudying the Chinefe charadlers, make out Ant i- 

KOMIANISM. 

Our Lord, whofe garment does not appear to 
have been cut in the height of the faihion as it was 
made without feam, informs us that they who we^r 
f^ clothings and iplendid apparel, are in king s 
houfes. But had he lived in our days, he might 
have found them in God's houfes ; in our faihion* 
able churches or chapels. There you may find 
peopleprofeffing to believe theBible, who fo conform 
to this prefent world as to wear gold, pearls and 
6 precious 



( «J ) 

precious (lones, when no diftinftion of office or 
Hate obliges them to it ; in diredl oppofition to the 
words of two Apoftles : Let net their adorning be, fayj 
St. Peter, that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, 
and of ^wearing of gold , or of putting on of appareU-^^ 
Let them adorn themfelnjes in modeft apparel^ adds St. 
Paul, not twifh curled hair, or gold, or pearls y or 
coftly array. 

Multitudes of profefTors, far from being con- 
vinced of their fin in this refpedl, ridicule Mr. W. 
for bearing his teftimony againft it. Theoppofitioa 
he dares make to that growing branch of vanity, 
affords matter of pious mirth to a thoufand anti- 
nomians. Ifaiah could openly reprove the haughty 
daughters of ZJon^ who ^walked ivith ftretched forth 
necks J ^wanton eyesy and tinkling feet : he could ex- 
pofe the bravery of their fajhionahle ornament s^ their 
round tires like the moon, their chains^ bracelets^ head' 
bands, rings, and ear-rings : but fome of our 
humble Chriftian ladies will not bear a reproof 
from Mr. W. on the head of drefs. They evea 
laugh at him, as a pitiful legalift ; and yet, O the 
inconfillency of the antinomian fpirit ! They call 
Ifaiah the evangelical Prophet ! 

Finery is often attended with an expenfive table,* 
at leaft with fuch delicacies as our purfe can reach, 
St. Paul kept his body under, and was in faftings 
tften ; and our Lord gives us dirediions about the 
proper manner offafting. But the Apoftle did not 
kno^v the eafy way to heaven taught by' Dr. Crifp ; 
and our Lord did not approve of it, or he would 
have faved himfelf the trouble of his direflions. la 
general we look upon falling much, as we do upoa 
penitential flagellation. Both equally raife our 
pity : we leave them both to popifti devotees. Some 
of our good old church- people will yet fad on 
Good-Friday ; bat our fafhionable believers begin 
to caft away that laft fcrap of felf-denial. Their 
faith, which (hould produce, animate and regulate 
works of mortification, goes a fliortcr way to work ; 
it explodes them all. 

I « E^t 
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'* Bat perhaps ive *wre/ile net ^thjiejh and hlocd^ 
bccaafe we are entirely taken up with icr eft ling 
tigainft Principalities^ Po^wers^ and ffiritual IVicked^ 
ntjfti in high places,^* 

Alas ! 1 fear this is not the cafe. Few of us 
know what it is to cry out of the deep^ to pray and 
believe, till in the name of Jefus we force our way 
beyond fleih and blood, come within the reach of 
the internal world, conflidl in an agony with the 
powers of darknefs, vanquifh Apollyon in all his 
attacks, and continue wreflling till the day of eternity 
break upon us, and the God of Jacob blefs us with all 
spiritual benedidions in heavenly places. John Bun- 
yan's pilgrim, the old Puritans, and the fird Quakers 
had fuch engagements, and gained fuch *vidories ; 
but they foon got over the edge of internal adivity 
into the fmooth eafy path of Laodicean formality : 
Mofc of us called Methodills have already followed 
them ; .and when we are in that fnare, Satan fcorns 
to conHidl with us ;, puny flcfh and blood are more 
than a match for us. We fall afleep ur>der their 
bewitching power, and begin to dream ftrange 
dreams : ** Our falvation is finiftied, we have got 
above legality, we live without frames and feel- 
ings, we have attained C^rillian liberty, we are 
perfed in Chrift, we have nothing to do, our cove- 
nant is fure," &c. True! But unhappily it is a 
covenant with the fleih : Satan, who is too wife to 
break it by rouzing us in the fpirit, leaves us to 
our delufions ; and we think ourfelves in the king- 
dom of God, when we are only in a fool's pa- 
radife. 

At midnight I ivill rife and praife thee, faid once 
a pious Jeixj ; but we pious Chriftians, who enjoy 
both health and llrength, are imprilbned within 
Our bed-curtains, long after the Ian has called the 
gent to their labour. When the Jear of the Lord 
as in us the beginning of nuifdom^ we duril not fo 
^ 4r ^with flejh and blood. We had then a little 
ilh ; and fo far as it went, it Ihewed itfelf by our 
ic«« Then we could without hefitation, and 
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from our hearts, pray, Stir up, we befeech Thee, O 

Lord, the v\'ills of thy faithful people; that they 

plenteoufly bringing forth the Fruit of good Works, 

may by Thee be plenteoufly rewarded, through 

Jefus Chrill our Lord. (Colleflfor the laft Sunday 

in Trinity.) We believed there was fome truth in 

thofe words of our Lord : Except a ?nan forfake all 

that he hath^ deny him/df^ and take up his crofs daily ^ 

he cannot be my dijciple. He that nvill fa^e his life 

fiail lofe it, and he that njjiJl loje his life for my fake 

fijall find it. If thine eye cff'end thee pluck it out : It 

is better for thee to enter iu'to Ife ivith one eye^ than 

ha'ving i^jjo eyes to be cciji into hell-fire, Stri-ve to 

enter in at the fir ail gale ; for I fay unto you that many 

fijall fcek to enter' in y and fijoJl not be able% becaufe 

they will feck to enter in at the ix;/^, rather thaa 

the fir ait gate \ the antinomian or pharifaicy rather 

than the e-u angelic ally legal gate of falvation. But 

now, '* We know better, fay fome of lis, we have 

got over our fcruples and legality.'* We can con^ 

form to this prefent moorld ; cleave to, inflead of 

forfaking all ^we ha^ve, and even grafp what we have 

not. What a flrange way this of grooving in grace^ 

and in the kno<uuledge of Qhrifi crucified ! 

Daniel informs us that he made his petition thre§ 
times^ and David that he offered up his praiftf 
fe^ven times a day. Once alfo like them we had 
£xed hours for private prayer and felf-examinationg> 
for reading the fcriptures and meditating upon 
them, perhaps upon our knees; but we thoughc 
this was legality too, and under the fpecious pre- 
tence of going beyond forms, and learning to /r^ 
nl-waysy we firfl threw away our form, and fooa 
after our endeavours to watch unto prayer : Now 
we fcarce ever, for any length of time, folemnly 
bend the knee before our Father ijuho fees in fecretm 
And inllead of leaning on Chrift's bofom in all the 
means of grace, we take our graceleTs reH on the 
bofom of that painted Jezebel, Formality, 

If we are backward in performing that leading 
work of FiJiXy, fecret prayer i Is it a wonder if in 

i 2 general 
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j?cncral wc are averfe to every work of mercy, 
that colls OS foxnething, befides a little of our 
fuperf!u0u5 money? And would to God fome did 
not even grudge this, when it is prefTed out of their 
purfe, by the importunate addrefles of thofe who 
beg for the poor ! However we give yet at the door 
of a churchy or. at the communion, whether with 
indifference or joy, whether out of cuftom, (hame, 
or love, we feldom examine. But that important 
branch of St. James,^«r^ and undefiled religion before 
God and the Fatbfr, which confifls in <vifiting the 
fatherlefi and ^widonus in their afflidionsy is with many 
almoil as much out of date, as a pilgrimage to our 
Lady of Loretto. 

O ye fbrfaken ions of poverty, and ancient 
daughters of forrow, who pine away in your defo- 
late garrets or cellars, without fire in winter, 
deflitute.of food, phyfic, or nurfe in ficknefs ; 
raife a moment your emaciated bodies wrapt up in 
threa4-bare blankets, if you are poiTefied of any 
fach a covering ; and tell me, tell the world how 
many of our pay profefTorsof Religion have fought 
and found you j^ut in your deplorable circumftances I 
How many are come to vifit, in you, and worihip 
with yoa, the man of forrow \ who once lay on the 
cold ground in a bloody fweat ? When did they 
make your bed in your ficknefs ? When have they 
kindly inquired into all your wants, fy mpathized 
in all your temptations, Supported your drooping 
lieads in a fainting fit, revived your finking fpirits 
■with fuitable cordials, gently wiped your cold 
fweats, or mixed them with their tears of pity ? 

Alas ! You fometimes find more compafilon and 
affiftance in your extremity, from thofe who never 
name the name of Chrif, than from our eafy Anti- 
nomian Laodicean Belie^vers, Their wants are 
richly fupplied ; that is enough : they do not 
inquire into yours, and you are afhamed or afraid 
to trouble them with the difmal ftory. Nor indeed 
would fome of them underAand you if you did« 
.7hieir uniiiteiTuptcd abundance makes then\^ as inca- 
pable 
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pable of feeling; for you, as the warm inhabitant* 
of Ethiopia are to feel for the frozen Icelanders. 

WhiJe the table of fomc Believer ({o called) is 
alternately loaded with a variety of de|icatc meats, 
and rich wines, what have je to fuftain linking 
nature ? Alas ! One can foon fee your all of food 
and phyfic. A pitcher of water ftands by your 
bed-lide upon a ftool, the only piece of furniture left 
in your wretched apartment. The Lord God blefa 
the poor widow that brought it you, with her tiuif 
mites ! Heaven reward a thouland-fold the loving 
creature that not only (hares with you, but freely 
beftows upon you all her lining, e^uen all that Jhe 
has ; when they forget to inquire after you, and to 
fend you fomething out of their luxurious abund- 
ance ! The Sen of Man^ once forfaken by all the 
dtfciples^ and comforted by an angel, make her bed in 
the time ofjtcknejs ! And a waiting band of celeftial 
Spirits carry her charitable foul into Lazarus's bo^ 
Jhm in the awful hour of diflblution '. I had rather 
be in her cafe, though flie ihould not confidently 
profefs the faith, than in yours, O ye careffed Be- 
lievers, who let your affluence overflow to thofe 
that have more need to learn frugality in the fchool 
of fcarcenefs, than to receive bounties which feed 
their fenfuality and indulge their pride. 

And ye women profeffing godlinefs, who enjoy 
the comforts of health and abundance, in whofe 
Jlreets there is no complaining, no decay y whofe dauglj^ 
fers are as the polijhed corners of the temple ; when 
did you ever want vifitors ? Alas ! Ye have too many 
for the good they do you, or that you do them. Does 
not your converfation, which begins with the love 
of Jefus, terminate in religious icandal ; as natu- 
rally as your foul, which once began in thejpirit, 
ends now in the flejb ? O that your vifitors were as 
ready to attend workhoufes, jails, infirmaries and 
hofpitals, as they are to wait upon you ! O that ac 
leait, like the Dorcaies, the Phebes, and Phrcillas 
of old, you would teach them cheerfully to vvork 
fox the poor^ to be the irtt ferva&ts of the Church» 

I 3 and 
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and tender nnrfe) of the fick ! O that the/ Taw in 
you all, how the holy women, the luidonui •wis 
•wert 'wideiM! indiii, formerlj' entertaimd ftrangcri, 
ii^njhed ibc /ainti' feel, inJlruSid tiiysungir tuemen. 
and centimitJ itight and day in praytr I Gut alas ! 
Tbi love if many, once warm, as the /making flax, ii 
luaxtd tsld inllead of taking fire and IJaniing : 
'ihey who ooce began to Jiek ihi frofit of maw), 
now /eti thiircwneAis, or intcreft j their siun honor, 
or indulgence. ^ 

Almoft all, when they come to the foot of the 
hill Difficulty, take their leave of Jelus as a guide, 
becaijlc he leads on through fpjritual death to 
the regeneration. Some difliking that dmr, like 
ihicvts and robhtrs climb up an eafier Kuay. And 
Others leaving the high way of the crofs, under the 
feir pretence that blind PapitU walk therein, make 
for chemfelvei and others hroad and downward 
roads, to afccnd the fteep hill of Zion. 

1 hofe eafy paths are innnmetable, like the people 
that walk in them, O that tny lyis, like David's, 
did T'.m dmuit liki 'water, btcauft mia profefling 
godlinefs ieep nut Ged'i /an;, and en even offended 
al it ! Their mouth talkelh of •vanity, they dljfemhlt 
itiitb their doublt heart, and their right hand is a 
right irtWs/'flothjOrpofitii'e iniquity, O that I had 
the tendemefs of it. Paul, la tell yea etiia tueeping 0/ 
tbofi tubo Blind earthly things ; thofe -who haiiejinned 
and haul not repented ; thofe who, while thdy boall 
they are made fret by the Sea of God, are hroughl 
unaer the po^jjer of many things ; whom fooliQi 
deiires, ablurd fears, undue attachments, imported 
fu peril uitiei, and difagreeable habits, keep lathe 
motl ridiculous bondage ! 

O that my head •were 'waters, end my eyes fountaini 
tf tears, to deplore with Jeremiah the flain ef the 
daughter of God t peofilei who li've in pleafure and 
are dead ■while they live ! And to lament over fpiri- 
tual Pharifees of every fort; thofe who fay 5/aB^4'>- , 
1-am biUer thoH thou ; and thofe who fix the names 
oi-pttr cnatiirf' biindl and <uriuH npon everj 
publican 
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publkan they fee in the temple; and boldly 
placing themfelves among the ele3^ thank God 
they are not as other meriy and in particular as the 
reprobates ! 

Who can number ihc adulterers and adulterejfes\ 
who knouu not that the friendjhip of the wuorld is 
enmity againji God ! The concealed idolaters, who 
have their chambers of imagery within, and y?/ up 
their idols in their hearts ! I'he envious Cains, who 
carry murder in their breaftL The profane Efaus, 
who give up their birth right Tor a fenfual gratifi- 
cation ; and covetous Jodafes, who fell the truth 
which they fhould buy, and part with Chrift for 
flthy lucre' s fake ! The fons of God, who look at the 
fair daughters of men , and take to themfelves ijui-ves of 
all 'which they chufe ! The gay Dinahs vfho^vift 
the daughters of the landy and come home polluted 
in body or in foul : The filthy Onans, ixjho defile 
the temple of God: The Prophets of Bethel^ who 
deceive the Prophets of Judah, intice them out of 
the way of felf denial, and bring the roaring lion 
and death upon them 1 The fickle Marcufes, who 
depart when they (hould go to the ivork ! The felf- 
madc Prophets, who run before they are fent, and 
fcatter inltead oi profiting the people ! The fpiritual 
AbfalvTms, who rife againll their Fathers in the 
gofpel ; and in order to reign ^withciit them, raife a 
rebellion againll them I The furious Zedekiaiis, 
who make themfelves horns of iron to pujb the true 
fervants of the Lord, becaufe they will not /rc/i-.^ 
fmooth things^ and deceit, as they do ! 

Who can count the fretful Jonahs, who ani 
angry to death when the ivorm of difappointmcnt 
f mites the gourd of their creatures- happinefs ? The 
weak Aarons who dare not refill a multitude, and 
are carried by the flream into the greateil abfurdi- 
ties? The jealoiis Miriams, who rife againft the 
minillers that God honours? The crafty Zibas, 
who calumniate and fupplant their brethren ? The 
treacherous Joabs, who kifs them, to get an oppor- 
tunity oijlabbing tbm undir (hi fifth rib ? i'he bufy 

' Sons 
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Sobs of ZcTuIah, who perpetuall)' fiir np rerenlment 

snd wraih ? The mifchicvous Doegs, who carTy 
about poifonuu* fcandal, and blow up ihc fire of 
difcord ? The hypocritical Gchazis, who look like 
faints beTore iheir mailers and mjniltcrs, and yiet 
can impudently lie, and impiouny cheat f ''i he 
Gibeonites, always bufy in hewing wood and draw- 
ing water, in going through the drudgery of outwnrd 
fervices, without ever alpirlng at the adoption of 
fotia ? The halting Naamans,' who ferve the Lord 
ard bow to Rimmao : The backHiding Solomons, 
who once ctofc lui/s/om, but now purfue foliy in her 
mod extravagant and impious forma .- The apoila- 
tizing Alexanders, who ireail unJcrfact the Sun cf 
Gad, and count fbe hhod of the rot/enant icbtreviitb 
tiiy tutrt /a«3ijied, an unhtily thing? And, to in- 
clude muhitudea in one clafs, the ^mamans, who, 
by a common mixture of truth and error, of hea- 
venly and earthly mindednefi, ivorjhip the Ltrd and 
Jtfvt their gods ; arc one day for God, and the next 
for Mammon: Or the thoufands in Ifrael who 
/■alt til-uiiiB liuo cifinioni, crving cur when Elijah 

Erevails, The Ltrd He it the God ! and when Jeze- 
el triumphs, returning to the old fong, " O Baal 
Javt ui! O Trinity of the world, Money, Pleafnr* 
and Honor, make us happy 1" 



VI. 

Time would fail to defcribc the intuimerabls 
branches ai Atitimmianifm, with all the fruits they 
bear. It may be compared to the atlooilhing tree, 
whkb Nebuchadnezzar faw in his myllerioui 

dream : Aftrong trie. Jit in the taidji o/' ili Church ; 
the height thereof riscins unto heaiieii, and the fight 
thereof unlo the eidi ef the eerlh. In haves ore fair, 
and iti fruit miiih. 1 hoiifands deep under its fatal 
Ihadow, and myriads jccd upon iu pernicious fruit; 
At 
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At a tliflance it looks like the tree of life planted in 
the midjl of Paradife ; but it only proves the tree of 
knonvledge of good and e^iL The Woman (the Anti- 
nomian Church) is deceived by the appearance. 
She fees that it is good for food^ pleafant to the eye^ 
and defrable to make one ^tfe : She eats to (he full, 
and flufhed with fond hopes of heaven, nay fancy- 
ing herfelf as God, (he prefents of the poifonous 
fruit that intoxicates her to the nobler part of the 
Church, the obedient members of the fecond 
Adam. 

Oyefonsof God and daughters of Abraham, who, 
in compliance with the infinuations of this deceived 
Eve, have already ftretched forth your hands to receive 
her fatal prefent, inflantly draw them back, for eternal 
^eath is in the fruit. Fly from the tree on which 
ihe banquets, to the tree of ife, the defpifed crofs 
of Jefus ; and there feed on Him crucifea, till you 
are crucified ivith him ; till the body of fin is dejlroyed^ 
and you feel eternal life abundantly circulating 
through all your fandified powers. 

And ye uncorrupted, felf-denying followers of 
Jefus, whom love and duty ftill compel to bear 
your crofs after him, join to pray Ihat the Watcher 
and his holy Ones may come donxjn from heauen^ and 
cry aloud^ He^w donxjn the tree of Antinomianifm ; 
cut • off its branches, Jhake off its lea'ves, fcatter its 
fruit, and let not even the ftump of its roots be left in 
the earth. Your prayer is heard. 

He comes ! he comes ! the Judge fevere ! 
The feventh trumpet fpeaks him near. 

Behold he appears in his glory, ivith ten thoufand 
of his faints to execute judgment upon all, The thrones 
are caft doivn ; the Ancient of days doth fit, 'wbofe 
garment is ivhite as fnonjj^ and the hair of his head 
like pure 'wool : his throne is like the fiery fame, and 
his IV heels as burning fire, A fiery ft ream iffues, and 
comes forth from before him : Thoufand thoufands 
minifiit unto him^ and ten thoufand times ten thoufand 

ftaneLr 
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Hand be/cre lim. The trumpet founJs : Thefea gl^vee 
ttp the dead lubich are in />, death «xr^ hades deliver 
up the dead 'which are in them, Tbejiifi are feparaied 
from the unjuji ; and v^^hilc the earth and the h autn 
flee a<way from the face of him that fit i on the great 
refplendent throne, and there is found no place for 
them ; the judgment fo fet, the looks are opened, and 
the dead^ f.iall and great ^ are judged^ every one ac* 
cvrding to their luorks. 

Fear not, Te Righteous. Ye are in the hand 
of the Lord, and there Jhall no torment touch ycu. 
In the fight of the uuiuife ye fiemed 'to die, thty 
lau2hed at your dying daily : hiU ye are in peace, 
cnm your joy is full of immortality Having been a 
little cheifitfd, you Jhall he greatly rewarded; for 
God pro<ved you and found you 'worthy for hitnj'elf 
And now that the time of your fvifitaiion is come, 
judge the nations, and reign 'with your Lord for e<ver ; 
forfueh as are faithful in lo<ve Jhall abide 'with him ; 
grace and mercy are to his faints, and he caret h for his 
ele3: He fets his Jheep on his. right hand, and 
ftretching it towards them with raviOiing looks of 
benignity and love, he finally juftifies by works, 
thofe whom he had freely juftified by faith. How 
fublimc and folemn is the fentence ! 

Come, ye hlejfed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 'world. 
For I fwas hungry and ye ga've me meat ; / 'was 
thirfiy and ye gwue me drink ; / 'was a fir anger and 
ye took me in ; naked and ye clothed me : I 'was fick 
and ye 'vifited me; 1 'was in prifon and ye came to 

me, y\nd do not alk witli allonifliment when you 

gave me all thefe tokens of your love ; for whatever 
you did out of regard to me, my law, and my 
people, you did it /;; 7ny name ; and whatever you 
did in mj najne to the leail of my creatures, and in 
culur to the leafi of thefe my brethren, you did it 
me. 
As' if he faid, *' Think not I am biafled by, 

lefs partiality. No ; I am the Author of eternal, 
'ion to them that obeyed me, and made a right 

ufft 
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tife of m^ fanStifying Blocd, Such are the Hejfed of 
my Father ; and I'uch are ye. Your faith unfeigned 
produced unfeigned love : Yoa loued not in ijuord 
only, hut in deed and in truth ; witnefs the works 
of mercy that adorned yotir lives, or the fruits of 
the spirit that now replenifh your fouls, Touy of 
all tie families of the earthy ha've I knonvn with 
approbation. Ye have not denied me in ivorh; 
or if ye have, bitter repentance, and purifying, 
renovating faith followed yonr denial ; and by 
' kt^ing that faiths ye continued in my co'venant, and 
endured unto the end, 

" Thou fedl j, righteous Father, for to Thee 
the books are always open. Thou readeft my laivs 
in their mind, and bcholdeft my loving precepts 
^written in their hearts: .1 therefore confefs them 
Before Thee ; and before You, my Angels, who have 
feen them agonize, ^.n^follo^w me through the rege-- 
neraticn, I take the new heavens and the new 
earth to witnefs, that / am to them a God, and they 
are to me a people. They ^walked^ worthy of God^ 
<who called them to his kingdom and glory ; therefore 
they are ^worthy of me J** 

** I have confefTed your perfons, O yt juft men 
made perfed. Ye precious je^wels of my mediatorial 
crown; let me next reward your works. In the 
days of my f^eOi I declared, that a cup of ^water 
given in my name (and my name, ye know, is 
Mercy, Goodnefs and Loue) Jhould in no nxjife lofe its 
rcivard ', and that ivhofoe^er (i\ou\d forfake earthly 
friends or property for righteoufnefs' fake, fhould 
have an hundred fold, and everlajiing life. The pil- 
lars of heaven have given way; but my promife 
ftands firm as the bafis of my throne. Triumph in 
myfaithfulnefs, as you have in my forgiving love. 
I bellow on all, crowns of blifsful immortality; / 
appoint unto each a kingdom ijohich Jhall not he de» 
Jiroyed, Be Kings and Priefts unto God for e'ver, 
prepare to follow me to the realms of glory, and 
there nuhatfoeuer is right (^i^a-iov) that Jhall ye recei've ; 
in ju^ proportion to the various degrees of ^etfec- 
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tioir, with which you have obeyed my law, and 
tilproved your talents." 

Thus are the perfons of the righteous accepted, 
and their works praifed in the gate of heaven, and 
Tiwarded in the kingdom of their Father* Thus 
they receive crowns of life and glory ; but it is 
only to caft thein to all eternity, with unutterable 
tranfports, grateful, humble love, at the feet of 
him who was crowned with piercing thorns, and 
hung bleeding: upon the crofs, to purcha(e their 
thrones. 

While they (hout Sahation to God and the Lamh ! 
the Judge turns to the left hand^ where trembling 
myriads (land waiting for their fearful doom* 
O how does confuilon cover their faces, and guilty 
horror rack their breads, while he , fays wi£ the 
firmnefs of the eternal Lawgiver, and the majefly 
of the L ord of Lords ; Depart from me, ye curfed, 
into everlafting fire^ prepared for the de*vil and his 
angels ! For I ivas 'hungry andyega-ve me no meat ; / 
*was thirfy, and ye gave me no drink : I luas a 
f ranger, and ye took me not in ; naked, and ye 
clothed me not\ Jick and in prifon, and ye ^vijited 
me mt f / . 

Some 



^ Should Tome fincere followers of Chrift read thefe linev, and 
be c<j)vincedtbey never vifitedChtift in pr'ifon, never entertained 
him in iijlranger, &c. it is proper they fliould be humbled for 
having overlooked this important part of pure religion ^ and 
confidtr next hoW far it is in their power literally to pradlife 
i\ Somtr live at a great diftance from prifuns, and arc necef- 
farily detained at home. Some (as women) could not in many 
places vifit prifoners with decency. Others are altogether 
unable to do good to the fouls or bodies of the Hck and cap* 
tives, being themfclvcs fick, poor, and confined. If thou art 
in any of thefc cafe«, believer, canft not thou influence otliers 
to do what is cut of thy power ? Canft thou not fend the relief 
thou art unable to carry, and (hew thy good-will by cutting off 
U»y fuperfluitfes, fparing fome of thy convenieocies, and at 
times a little cf thy necefTaries for thy fick, naked, hungry 
or imprifoned Lord ^ If thou art fo indigent and infirm, that 
thou canflr abfolutely do nothing for the bodies of thy fellow- 
creatures, 
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^ Sofn^e are not yet fpHchUfi\ tke^ only falter, 
^i9i the trembltng iii/4^ieiice of AdaHi> not yet 
diriveR out of paradife, they even dare to plead 
their dei^afe caaie. While ftobborii ions of 
Belial fay, ** Lord,' thy Father is merctfal; and 
if tlwtt > didft dw: f^ all, ^hy not for 4u /" While 
obfHnate PhariieeB plead the good tiiey did in their 
ow» na!Rfie> tc^'fapeWede the Redeemer's merit; 
xnethinks I hear a bold AntinofttfaiiBddreffiiig thus 
the Lord "of fefory : ^ 

'*' h^rSy ywhen fmh mii Ta^t- hungry , w athitft, 
wr a ffrangeTi or noM^ or Jick, or in prifin, and kid 
not min^^ /• Thbe ? Had- we feen Thee, dear 
Lord, in afny di^^refe^ how gladly would we have 
reHered thy wants! Numbers' cati witneTs ho\y 
well we fpoke of thee,- and /^lighteoufnefs: It 
wa^ jail our bofift. Bring it -out in this important 
iour. '.Hfdfe-B^dt idie gofpel of thy h^e grace. 
We ftl^vajFs^ delS|ght^-in puw dojEtrine, in " Sal- 
vation wKhetit any condition ; - efpecially without 
the condkibh of -wbrfK." Stand, gracious Lord, 
iland by us^ and the preachers of thy {rtc> grace, 
^^o^made us hopetBeu ivoitidji tmfirm tbiir nvord.'* 

**• Whife'they taught u5 to call thee Lord, Lord, 
'they aflui-ed us fWW5'k>Ve' would conftrain us to do 
good woi4cs^ hut-^iHding no iuwai^d conftraint to 



■crct^uiTSs, .%xtj^tjwwx to. do workr of mercy for their fouli ; 
<xlJortx rfprove, c«nifort, .inftruii^," . as thou caoft, all around 
thee, jn"th6 mcfeklitefe of;wifdom." If thoa canft do works of 
m«ry, reitKer with thy< tongue, hands, nor feet, tbeo he the 
mote diligeiicto do thrm «ith<thy heart. In fpirit, vifit prifons and 
fick-beds. if thpv haft no houfe to take in ilrangers, open to them 
thy H);art{ ipAxoeftJy recommend them to Goc^^ who can fupply 
ail their wants, and opftp to them the Gate of Heaven, when 
they lie under a hedge ; lis He onee did to Jacob in the fifelds 
oP Befhdi Give iky heart continually .to the Lord, and thou 
giveft more than -a mountain of gold { and the moment thou 
canft give a cup of vnater in his name, beftow it as freely as 
lie did his blood j remembering, Ggd Joves a cbcarful giver, and 
that it is accepted aicoriing to what a mag bath, and not accord- 
ing to ivbat be bath not, 

K : entt;rtaia 
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entertun ttirinffn, vifit. the ^dk, and ,reli9ve pri- 
ibnerif wq did it not s fuippoflng f^ wiere not called 
thereto.. They condniuu|^ :tbi4 a«» -". ^.uman 
righteonfiiefi>vas meie filth iHrfbrevtheei VBdwe' 
could: not .appear bat to out e^verlaifting; Sbfrn in 
any righteoatneft bat . thine, in .the day of jadg- 
ment.'* A» to works, we were afraid of .doing 
them, . left we flionld have *w9rM: out al^osiinations 

'* And, indeed. Lord, what need.Ms there jof 
oar '«wrifau^ it eta f For they -iKSirpcit^aD,^ ffluKd as, 
it vnAfiniJbidi iaying, if we <Ud any thing.tow^uda 
it, we, worked for life, fell front graq^ UCe tlif l|^« 
witched' Galatians, fpoikd thy pmbd work ; a>nd 
^xpofed onrfelves to the deflra£Uoix which awaits 
yonder tremblbg Pharifees/' . 

" They likemfe . affvred u^, that all depended 
ion thyiikxtt*% and;^ we cquld bi^t^nniy b^l%Bye 
oar mOimi^ it was a fore fign; we wene M^tere^ed in 
thy falvation. We did foj a9d;jaow>;.JM>rd« fer 
the fake of a few dung- works we have omittol, let 
not oar hope periih 1 Let not ele^tn^ and ererlaft- 
inc; love fail I Viiit our offences with a rod, bat 
take not thy loving kindneft altogether from us ; 
and .break not David's covenant, ordered in aU 
things and fare, of which we have fo^often made 
our boaft.'* 

*' May it pleafe thee alfo to confider, that if we 
did not love and aififl fome of thofe whom thoa 
calleft thy Bretbreuy it was becaufe they appeared 
to us fo exceedingly legal ; ib ibongly fet againft 
free grace, that we judged them to be obftinate 
Pharifeesy and dangerous reprobates. We there- 
fore thought that in hating and oppofing them, we 
did thee fervice, and walked in thy fteps.. For 
tliou h^d faid, It is enough if tbe/erfuant is as bis 
Lord\ and fuppoiing thou didft haie tbem^ as thou 
doft Satan; *we thought we need not be more 
righteous than thou, by loving them more than 
' thou didll." 

3 **"0 
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' ** O fuffer us to fpeak on, and tell thee, we 
^^rerc champions for thy free grace. Like true Pro- 
reftiints, we could have burned againft the doc- 
trine of a fecond juftification by works. Let then 
grace juftify us freely mOithout ivorks. Shut thoie 
books f filled with the account of our deeds, open 
the arms of thy m^rcy, and receive us juft as we 
are." 

' •* If /ree grace ctinntit juftify us alone, \el faith 
do it, together with free grace: We do helie<ve 
linifhed (alvation, Lord ; we can join in the moll 
evangelical creeds, and are ready to confefs the 
virtue of thy atoning blood. But if thou fayeft^ 
we have trampled it under foot^ and made it a com- 
mon things grant us our laft requefl, and it is 
enough." 

" Cat out the immaculate garment of thy 
rigbteoufjtifs into robes' that may fit us all, and put' 
them upon us hy imputation t So (hall our naked- 
nefs be glorionfly covered. We confefs we have 
not dealt our bread to the hungry; but impute to- 
ns thy feeding ^ooo people with loaves and fi flies.- 
We have feldom given drink to the thirily, and 
often put our bottle to thofe who were not athirft ;;' 
but impute to us thy turning water into wine, ta 
refrefh the ^uefts at the marriage-feaft in Cana ; 
and thy loud call, in the loft day of the feaft at 
Jcrufalem ; If any man thirft^ let him come to me and 
drink. We never fuppofed it was our duty to he 
pt^ven to hofpitality ; but impute to us thy loving 
invitations to flrangers, thy kind afTurances of 
receiving all that come to thee; thy comfortable 
promifes of casing out none^ and of feeding them 
even with thy flep and . bhod. We did not clothe 

•f- This plea is excellent when a man comes to Chrift, hii 
High PriefV, as a Tinner for pardon and holinefs, or for his firft. 
jaftification on earth; but it will be abfurd when ht fiands 
before tit throne of Chrift as a rebellious fubjefl, or before bit. 
judgment 'feat as a criminal in the laft day, 

K 2 the 
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tlie naked as we had opportunity aftd ability; 
tmpote to as 'thy padciic parting with thy feam- ^ 
lefs garmentt for xhfi benefit of thy murderers^ 
We .did not vifit £9K.*beds and prifons. we were 
afraid of fevers^ and eipecially ot the jail-diftem- 
per: Bot'compaftonately impute to us thy vifitinf 
J^iru&'s daughter, and Peter^s lAji/is mother^ av& 
lay fiik of a fe'ver ; and put to our account thy. 
vi£ting putrefying Lazarus in the . ofienfive priibn 
of the grave.'* 

'* Thy imputed righteoufnefi. Lord, can alone 
anfwer all the demands of thy law and goipeli^ 
We did not dare to fa/t% we ihould have beea 
called legal and Fapifu if we had ; but thy forty, 
days faSing in the wiidernefs, and thy continual 
ablHnence imputed to us, will be ftlf-denial 
enough to juiUfy us ten times over. We .did not 
iaki hf our crofs ; but impute to jua ;t)^y <arfijing 
thinm; and even fainting under the .Oppreffive 
load. We did ^ot mortify fhi dtidi .isf Jve Jltfij^ 
that nu4 migh$ liyt : This would have been .evi- 
dently -*' working for life;" but impute to us* the 
iiiucifixion oi thy body» inilead q£,ouy crucifying 
QUR jU/hy fivith its affeQiont anil lufi§. . We nat^ 
private prayer ; but impute to us thy love. of that 
duty, and the prayer thou didll ofTcr upon a moun- 
tain all night. We have been ratiicr hard to. 
forgive, but that defcd will be abundantly madjs 
up, if thou imputed to U6 thy forgiving of the 
dying thief; And if that will not do, add^ we 
befccch thee, the merit of that good faying of 
thine, Forgi*ve and you Jhall. be forgi'v^n . V v c have 
cheated the king of his cudoms ; but no matter, 
only impute to us thy ejcadl paying of the tribute- 
money, together with thy gocd advice. Render 
unto Qafar the things njuhich are Ca:far'*s*^ 

" It is true, we have brought up our children 
in vanity, and thou never hadft any to bring up. 
liiJAy not thy mercy find out an expedient, and 
impute to us inftead of it^ thy obedience to thy 

parents ? 
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parents ? And if we; have received the iacrament. 
unworthily, and thdu canft riot cover that fin. with 
thy worthy recei^ving, indiilge us with the imputa- 
tion of thy worthy inftitution of it, and that will d«' 
yet better.** 

*' In fhort, Lord, own os freely as thy childrenv 
Impute to us thy perfect righteoufnefsi Caft it as 
a cloke upon us, to cover our filthy fools and 
polluted bodies. " We will have no righteouf- 
nefs but thine:" make no mention, we befeech^ 
thee, of our righteoufnefs and perfonal holinefs ; 
they are but ^/riy ragt, which thy purity forbids 
thee to take into heaven; therefore accept us 
without, and we fhall ihout free grace, imputed' 
righteoujnefs, ?iiidt fnifl?ed falvatiofiy to eternity.'** 

While the bold Autinomian o€ers, or prepares 
to offer, this mofl impious plea, the Lord, Wha 
/V of purer eyes than to behold iniquity ^ calls a flaming 
look upon all the obiHnate violators of his Law; 
It pierces their confcience, rouzes ail its drowzy 
powers, and reftores- their memory to itd originsU 
perfedlion. Not one wifh pafTed their heart, or 
thought their brain, but is inflantly brought to 
their remembrance : the hooks are opened in their 
own bread, and every chara6ter has a voice which 
anfwers to the voice of the Lion of the trihe of 
Judah. 

** Shall I pervert jadgment,. fays' he j and juflify 
the wicked for a bribe ? The bribe of your abo- 
^minable praifes? 7hink you, by your bafe flat- 
teries, to efcape the righteous judgment of God? Js* 
not my 'wrath re^vealed from heaven againft'all un- 
godlinefs, and unrighteoufnefs of men, nvho- hold- the' 
truth in unrighteoufnefs ? Much more again fl^ you,, 
ye Vejfels ofivrath ; who hold an impious abfurdity/ 
in matchlefs infolcnce." 

" Said I not to Cain htmfelf at the beginning-,. 
If thou dojl nvell, Jhalt thou not. be accepted? I'er- 
lonal holinefs, which ye fcorncd, is the nxjedding- 
garmeni.l now look for. 1 fivear in my^wroth thui,, 
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wklKKit itf m»m Jball Uftt of ny Bimttenlf Jkfpir. 
JTi km99 f^M§d 9^ mmrd q[ oofonundmeotk mmJ t 
rptfijm fimt hiwg kitigs.^ Ti iriid wu§ ism, «»/ / 
JilhamHl m. Tit binu Ji fwrjukm nu, ^djervi^ 
•thir geJii thertfore I tvifl ielivir jou m§ nun: 
g$^ mm 0y tmtf th$ g^ds whcm y# ifo^vi ehftm I 
^fiififi^jie b0Ufyj€0h •ffueh as bann gom §nJHll iu 
fJk^ir 4ishltulmj^ 'iirb^/utvir bmih fiumd jagtdufi m$ 
to tli0 kfty him do I hUt out of my Mt : and tkis 
yon Imvc^oidC* JTo Jerpimts^ yo gemration of itiftro^ 
awalMSt9 eveiiafljiiK flisuBiel--'-<^-«--Xrfi7 j#>^/ tU 
irin^M \4md tkorm ag^u^/i mo im Jkotttiot and .mak^ 
itke^i |»afi ffC nifif if SlMoroH^ and HUii* rftbe ^Od- 
Ji^4 ^ ' / mdlf ^0 .tbrotfgb tbvm nvitb a look^ and com^ 
fumf IffcMi i^gitbirm 7%# dajf is eome tb^ bt^rmtb 
iHH'm. •fyw- 4U f^ ^»^ DONf nfnchiilf an 
>^a(i&|b ' and "mv^ bo bmmt uf not ^d Ihomob. 
Vfom (bck / rmu fmtnt* fin^ amd briaifisMM ; ftorm 
0md.^f9^fffi: Ms is tbo/ortioa of tbeir a^. Jk-iak 
ikfi. dtligs :tf it, T£ iypoantos:^ iUpart'i' And ^wring 
th^ mt ifg nutrlafting burmrngs,** 

:'^:$atd I pot, JJi that DOE 8 good is of God, but 
if tbat i>0^^^ e<vil is not of God: Bo fmthful unto 
^oatbfl^^d I tviUgive you tbe erovuu rf life i lor bf 
ibmf. .ovtikomttb, and he oniy, Jball be clotbed in 
niobitM-raHmut^ amdj ihUI not bl^ oat bis namfi out 
of tbe book oflife^ And fhall 1 kee^your n^me ia 
^at b^qk for having coatimud in dolt^ e*oiif Shall 
I givejfffv tlhs crown of life fi>r having beqn uth- 
fififbfil Hhtp d^ath ; and clothe jp^ with .the bright 
irobes pf r^ g^ory, becanfe you defiled your gar* 
mfiu^ ^to the laft ? Delufive hope ! Becas^eyour mind^ 
^u>as. UI0 i$ do goodf be ye rather clotbed wtb curfit^ 
fUteoM mo^b.a garment ! Let it come into your bcwm 
jt^ imal^i muilih oil into your bona /" 
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VII. 

If thtfe Jhall go into eternal pwnfimiut*, \ if fitcb 
will be the dreadful end of all the hnpenltent 
Nicolaitans; if our cliurches and chapels fwarm 
with them, if they croud our communioB*tables» 
if they are found in mbil of our houfes, and too 
many of our pulpits : if the feeds of their fatal 
diiorder are in all our breads j if they produce 
Antinomianiihi around us in all its foraas^ \S we 
fee bold Antinomians in principle^ barefaced Aa*^ 
tinomians in pra^ce^ and {[y,pbari/aUalJntinonuans^ 
who ipeak well of the law, to break it with greater 
advantage ; fihpuld not every one examm bin^elf 
mf better he is in the faith ^ and whether he has an 
holy Cbr\ft in his heart, as well as a faaut Je/ui^ 
upon his tongne ; left he ihould one day fwell th^ 
tribe of antinomian reprobates ? Does it not be^ 
come every miniiier of Cbrifl to drop bis preju- 
dicesy and coniider whether he ought not to- 
imitate the old Watchman, who, 1 5 months ago^ 
gave a legal alarm to all the ^watchmen that are iii 
connexion with Ixun ? And ihould we not do ths 
church excellent fervice, if agreeing to lift up ou^^ 
voices together .againft the common ^enemy^ we 
^ave God no rdk in prayer, and our hearers in 
preaching, till we all did our Jirft nmrks^ and our^ 
latter endy like Job's, 'exceeded our iegimung^P 

Near forty years ago, fome of the miniHers of 
Chriil, in our church> wece called out of the ex- 
treme, of (elf-righteoufnefs. Flying from it we 
have run into the dppofite, with equal violence*. 
Now that we have learned wiftlom by what we 
have fuffered in going beyond the limits of truth, 
both ways, let us return to a jail fcripturaL 
*e4iuia. LttM'fiq.uaUy maixuain the twoevafe" 

gelic^ 



felicat axioms on which the goloel ii founded ;- 
1.) ^' AH out ftiyation is of God by free grace, 
throaeh the alone merits of ChriH/' And (2.) 
" All our damnation •» .of oorfelves, through oar 
avoidable onfaithfalndlK*' 

Thi# fecond. ^mthf as important. as. ope.h^lfof 
^iBiibW^ li^hich it refts, has not only beeri fee 
idMe'Uinftleirs by 'thoufandji^ bnt geaerally exploded 
as Qnicri|)fiiintl, diaiigeroasy and foby^ve of troe 
ph»efhmtirm. Thus has th^ gofpel-balaitce been 
bttSkep, .and St. Jameses pare religion defpifed. 
What we owe .toTrnth in- a ftats.of bppreffibn, 
hath .eflijgaged m^ to oaft two mites intq die fcal6 
ef tnitfas which Mr. W. Has the courage to defend 
q^flinll maltrtudes^ of good men^ who keep one 
vtto^bkt in conntenance, -under their common. 
ttiMkb.' I do -not want i^'Z-fo^le tp preponderate 
'to'46i difadvantage of free erace: it it did, far 
from rrioidng in it/ I would inftantly throw the 
Tnfignificant weight of ni^ pen into the other fcale ; 
being fully perfttaded that Chrii^- can never be fo 
truly honored, nor fools fo well edified/ when we 
overdo on either fide of the queflion, as when we 
fcriptur^ly maintain the tvMe truth as- it is in 
Jeftts. 

• ^ Bnt are we not in as much dan^r from over- 
dcMng in pharifaic works, as m antinomian> 
&ith r 

Not at nrcfent : The fiream runs too rapidly on 
the fide of lawlefs faith, to leave anv juil room 
to fear wcr- fball b^ immediatelv carrieg into excef- 
five working, ^here would • be fome ground for 
this objedion; if we faw moft profeffors of reli- 
gion obilinately refu/ing to drink any thing but 
water, eat any thing but dry bread or cheap vege- 
tables ; failing themfelves. into mere (keletons ; 
wearing fack-cloth inflead of foft Knen ;■ lyifig on 
the bare ground, with a done for their pillow;, 
.jflritating Origen, by literally making fkem/el<vts 
SMnuchij[w- the kin^wk. of beofuevrs JcUU \ turnifrg 
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hermits, fpendine whole nights in copiemplatioir 
in churches and churchyards; givkig aWay aU: 
their goods, the neceflaries of life not excepted;, 
allowing themfelves only three or four hours 'ileep^. 
and even breaking that ihort reik topr^yor praiie;. 
overpowering their bodies the next day with hard 
labour, to keep, them under ; (courging their backs, 
unto blood every day ; or forgetting themfelves in 
prayer for hours in » the coldeft weather, till they , 
have almod lofl the ufe of their limbs. But'I.afk. 
any unprejudiced perfon, who knows what is now 
called, '* gofpel-liberty," whether we i^e in dan- 
ger of being dbius rigbteaus ovgrmuci, or legal to 
fuch an extreme ? 

I grant however we are not >abfalutely fafefrom. 
any quarter: let us there&re continually flaod 
on our, euard. The right wing of Immanucl'^ 
army, which defends living faich, is partly ^one 
over to the enemy, and fights under, the Nicolaitan 
b^ner. The left wing, which defijnds good, 
works, is far from being out of the reach .of uofe 
crafty adveriaries* Therefore, as we ane, or may 
be attacked on every fide, let us ^thfully ufe tjbe 
nvord of trjithf the pvwir of God^ and the armour cf 
rigbttoufnefs on the right hand and on the left* Let 
us gallantly fly where the attack is the hotteil, 
which now, in the religious <worU^ is evidently 
where grofs Crifpianity (if I may ufe the word) is 
continually obtruded upon us as true Cbrifiianity : 
1 fay, in the religious ivorld i for^ in this contro- 
verfy, ivhat ha'ue I to do to judge them al/o thai are 
^without ? ])o not ye judge thtm that are within, and 
reprefent them as oppofers of free grace ? 

Should Pharifees, while we are engaged in repell- 
ing the Nicolaitans, try to rob us of p'refent and 
free juftfiication by faith, under pretence of main- 
taining julHfication by works in the laft day ; or 
fhould.they fet us upon unuece/Tary, and unfcrip- 
tural works, we ihall be glad of your ailiftance to 
repel them alfo. 
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' Tf vou print it us, and do not defpife ours, the 
worla (haU admire in the Sbulamite (th^ Church at 
unity in herfclf) the company of tivo arfnies^ ready 
znotoally to fupport each other againd the oppo/ite 
attacks of the Pharifees and the Nicolaitans ; the 
pofijh <w9rktrs who exclude the gofpel, and the 
modem niofttcs, the Froteftunt Antinomians, who 
explode me Law. 

May the Lord God help us to fail fafely through 
thefe oppofite rocks, keeping at an eoual diflance 
from both, by taking Chrill for our Pilots and the 
Scripture fer our Compafs ! So fhall we enter full 
fail the double haven of prefent and eternal reft. 
Once we were in, immediate danger of fplitting 
upon ^erksj tvithout faith ; now we are threatened 
with deftruftion from faith, <without 'works : May 
the merciful Keeper of Ifrael fave us from both, 
by a living faitb^ legacy productive of all good 
works, or by good <works, evangelically fpringing 
from a living faith ! 

Should the divine bleiCng' upon thefe iheets, 
bring one fingle Reader a flep towards that good 
old way, or only confirm one fingle believer in it, 
I fhall be renxjorded a hundredfold for this little 
labour of love ; and I fhall be even content to fee ic 
reprefented as the invidious labour of malice: for 
what is my^ reputation to the profit of one blood- 
bought foul I 

Beiecching you, dear Sir, for whom thefe letters 
are firfl intended, to fet me right where I am 
wrong; and not to defpife what may recom- 
mend itfelf in them to reafon and confcience, 
on account of the blunt and Helvetic manner in 
which they are written, I remain, with fincere 
refpeft. 

Honored and Reverend Sir, 

* Your afFedlionate and obedient fervant 
in xkc practical gofpel of Chriit, 

J. F. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Since thefe Letters were fent to the prefs, I have 
ften a pamphlet, intitled, " A Converfatiotx betwcca 
Richard Hill, Efq; the Rev. Mr. Madan, and Fa^ 
ther Walfti," a Monk at Paris, who condemned 
Mr. Wefley's Minutes as " too near Pelagian- 
ifm," and the author as ** a Pelagian;" adding, 
that, " their dodlrine was a great deal nearer thaC 
of the Proteflants." Hence the editor concludesr 
that *• the principles in the extra^ of th« Minutes 
are top rotten even for a Papift to reft upon, and^^ 
fuppofes that Popery is about the mid-way betwecnr 
Proteftantifm and Mr. J; Wefley.'* I fhall juft mako 
a few ilriflures upon that performance. 

( I .) If an Arian came to me, and faid : Yoi»" 
believe that Je/us Chrtft is God o'uer all, bkjjed for 
ever, " Pelagius, that heretic who was publicly 
excommunicated by the whole Catholic Church," 
was of your fcntiment ; therefore you are a Pela- 
gian ; give up your herefy : Should I, upon fuck* 
an aifertion, give up the Godhead of our Saviour ? 
Certainly no. And fhall I, upon a fimilar argu* 
ment, advanced by the help of a French Monk, 
give up truths with which the pradical go(pel of 
Jefus Chrift muft ftand or fall : God forbid ! 

(2.) We dcfire to be confronted with all the 
pious Proteftant divines, except thofe of Dr. CrifpV 
clafsj who are a party : But, who would believe 
it I The fuffrage of a Papift is brought againft us \ 
Aftoniftiing! That our oppofers (hould think ir 
worth their while to raife one recruit againft us in 
the immenfe city of Paris, where fifty thoufand- 
might be raifed againft the Bible itielf ! 

(3.) So long as Chrift, the Prophets, and 
Apoftles are for us, together with the mukitudc 
of the Puritan divines of the lad century-, we (hall 
fmile at an army of Popift friars. The knotted 
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whipi thtt bang by their fide, will no mem fridlten^ 
US mm onr Bibles, than the i^ diixit of a Bene- 
dlAine qiftnk.wyi mako uc enlode, 9t hfretical,. 
propofitioat which are* demonftrated to be fcrip- 
tt»al. 

(4.) An ai^^oaient which has been fre^nendyufed 
of lafe againft tbt Jmticmlvimft Divines is, ** This is. 
4o«waght Popoy ! This is worfe than Popery it* 
iUf i" And hppc^ ProteftanU have b^ea dnven by 
1% to embrace dodiines, which were once no lefs conr 
%rary to the di£)tates of their confcience, than diey are 
jftill ID the word of God. It is prc^Jier therefore 
ibchptfloas ihoald be informed, that St* Auguftin,. 
Ae C^iikria of the foorth centory, is one of ^9 ^ints 
whom, the Popes have in the higheft veneration ; 
and. that a great number of friars in the charchof 
Rome are champions for Calvinifm, and opppie Su. 
Bald's 4pdrine, that tbt grace o/Gidbrmgeth/al'va' 
timtf -hu affiotii tnUo tdl mm^ as ftrennoo^y a$> 
ibme rW Proteftants do among ns.. Now, if good 
Father Walih is one of that ftamp, what wonder is it 
that he ihould To well agree with the gentlemen who 
cojQfulted him ! If Catlvinifm and ProteiUntifm are 
i^'Donimoas terms, as fome divines would make ua. 
believe, many monks may well fay^ that their dotSrimg 
is a great deal nearer that of the PreteftatUs than 
the Minutes; for they may even pafs for real Pro'^ 
teftanis^ 

(5.) But whether the good friar is a hot Janfenift^. 
or only a warm Tbomi/t^ (fo they call the popifii Cal- 
viniUs in France) we appeal from his bar to the 
tribunal of Jefus Chrift, and from the pubJiQied 
converfatlon to the lawn and the teftimony^ What is 
the decifion of a popilh monk to the exprefs decla- 
mtions of the fcripture, the didates of common 
fenfe, the experiences of regenerate fouls, and 
the writings of a cloud of Frotefiant divbes f 
No more than a grain of loofe fand to the foUd: 
rock on which. the. church is fouad^^ 
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I hope tBc tentlexnen concerned in the converCa:^ . 
don lately publifhed, will excu{e the liberty of this 
Poftfcript. I reverence their piety, rejoice in their^ 
labours, and honor their warm zeal for the proteftant 
caufe. But that very zeal, if not accompanied with^ 
a clofe attention to every part of the gofpel-truth, 
may betray them into miftakes which may fpread asv 
far as their reipeflable names ; I think it therefore 
my duty to publiih thefe flridures, left any of my 
readers fhould pay more regard to the good-natured 
friar, who has been preiTed into the fervice of Dr. 
Crifp, than to St. John, St. Paul, St. James, and 
Jefus Chriil, on whofe plain declarations I have 
tiewa that the Minutes arc founded. 
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Letter to the Author of 

PIETAS OXONIENSIS: 

§ 
By the Vindicator of the 

Rev. Mr. WESLEY's Minutes. 



«* Reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all . long-fufFering ztkd. fcriplural 
" doArine ; for the time will come when they will not endure 
" found doftrine." 2 Tim.viv. 2, 3. 

«* Wherefore rehke themjharply^ that they may be found in the faith i 
♦* but let brotherl) love continue.'* 

Tit. i. 13. Heb. xiii. 1. 
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THIRD CHECK 
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ANTINOMIANISM, &c. 

Henond and dearSir^ 

ACCEPT my fmccrc thanks for the Chriftian 
courtefy, with which you treat me in your five 
letters. The title-page informs me, that a concern 
for mourning backjlidtrs^ andfuch as have been diftrejf- 
'A by reading Mr, Wejley's minutes^ or the vindication of 
'hfm, has procured me the honor of being called to 
I public correfpondence with you* Permit me, deat 
Sir, to inform you in my turn, that a fear, left Dr. 
Crifp's balm (hould be applied, inftead of the balm of 
Giiead, to Laodicean loiterers, who may haply have 
been brought to penitential difirefs, obliges me to an- 
fwer you in the fame public manner, in which you 
bave addreffed me* 

Some of our friends will undoubtedly blame us 
For not yet dropping the contefted point. But others 
will candidly confiderjthat controverfy, tho'.not dc- 
firable in itielf, yet properly managed, has an hun- 
dred times rcfcucd truth groaning under the lafli of 
triumphant error. We are indebted to our Lord's 
controverfies with the Pharifees and Scribes for a 
confiderable part, of the four ^ofpels. And to the 
end of the world the church will blefs God, for the 
fpirited manner in which St. Paul, in his epiftlcs to 
ai€ Romans and Galatians, defended the controvcrt- 
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rd point of a believer's prcfe«t juftiiication by faith } 
4S ¥m11 asibr the ftca(iine{^ w^h which Su James, Su 
John, St. Peter, and St. Judc, carried on their im- 
portant controvcrfy with the Nicolaitans, who abufed 
St. Paul's doftrine to Antinomian purpofes. 

Had it not ben for controvcriy, Romilh prieftl 
would tiot thi3 day feed us wuh Latin. mafTes and a 
wafer-god. Some bold propofitions, advanced by 
I^utlier again ft the doftnne of indulgences, unex- 
pcftcdly brought on the reformation. They were fo 
irrationally attacked by the infatuated Papifls, and fo 
(crijptu rally defended by the rcfolute Proteftants, that 
thcfc kingdoms opened their eyes, 'atid faw thou- 
fands of images and errors fall before the ark of 
evangelical truth. 

From what I have advanced in my Second Check, it 
app€2u:s, if I am notmiftaken, that we ftand now as 
much in need of a reformation from Antinomianifm, 
as our anceftors did of a reformation from Popery ; 
and I am not without hope, that the extraordinary 
attack, -which has lately been made upon Mr. Wef- 
ley's Anti-crifpian propofitions, and the manner in 
which ihey arc defended, will open the eyes of many, 
and check the rapid progrcfs of fo enchanting and 
pernicious an eyil. This hope infpires me with 
frcfh courac;e ; and turning from the honorable and 
Rev. Mr. Shirley, I prefume to face ^I truft, in the 
fpirit of love and mecknefs) my new refpe6bible op- 
ponent. 

1 thank you, Sir, for doing Mr. W. the jufticc in 
your 

FIRST LETTER 
tn acknowledge, that " man's faithfuinefs is an ex* 
prejion^ which may be vftd in ajober^ i^P^^fi^fi oftht 
words" 'Tis juft in/uch a fenfe wc ufe it ; nor have 
you advanced any proof to the contrary. 

Wc pevcr fuppofcd, that " the faithjulntfs of God, 
and iheJtahUity of the covenant ofgract^ are afftBed by 
thi unfaithjvhiefs of man". For, wc do not take the 
young man, nfhom Jefus loved to be God. His un- 
: ' Jaithjulntjs 
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Jixikjulntfs in the tnammon of 4inriglitcoufncfs, di<J 
not, therefore impair, in the lead degree, the divint 
faithfuLvefs. And we are perfuaded, our Lord keeps 
his €ovenant, when he j^m« a lukezoarm^ unfaithful 
Laodicean out of his mouth, as well as when he fays to- 
the good and faithful fervant, Enter, thou into the joy of 
thy Lord, For the fame covenant of grace which 
fays, He that believethfhaWbe faved—^he that abideth in 
me, bringeth forth much fruit, fays alfo, He that belieueth 
notjhall be damned — every branch in me that beareth not 
fruit is cajl forth and burned*. 

Thanks be to divine gr^e, we make our boaft of 
God^sfaithfulnefs. as well as you, tho* we take care not 
to charge him, even indircftly with our own un^ 
faithfulnefs. But from the words which you quote^ 
My covenant fhoMfiajid faft tuiph his feed, &c. we fecr 
no more reafon to conclude that ik\.^ obfiinaXcly un- 
faithful feed of Chrift; fueh as Hymeneus Philetus, and 
thofe who to the laft tread under foot the blood of ths 
covenant zuherezuith they were-fanHified, fliall not b» caft: 
off; than to aflert that many individuals of David's 
royal family, fuch as Abfalom and Amnon, were no6 
cut off on account of theic flagrant and obftinate wick*> 
cdnefs*. 

We befeech you therefore,- fbr the fake of a thou- 
&nd carelefs Antinomians, to remember that the apoi^ 
tie fays to every believer, Thou ftandeji by faith, be-- 
hold therefore the goodiiefs of God' towards thte^. if thoi^ 
continue in his goodnefs; otherzotfe bhou. alfo jhak be cub 
off. We intreat you to confkier, that even thofe- 
who admire the points of your epigram, " When* 
e'er we fay one thing we mean quite another," w^ilt 
not be pleafed if you apply it to St. Paul-, as you have- 
done to Mr. Wcfley. And when w« fee God's co- 
venant with David grofsly abufed by Antinomians, we- 
beg leave to put them in mind- of God^s< covenanb 
with the houfe of Eli. Thus faith the Lord God of 
Ifrael, /chose thy father out of alt the tribes of Ifrael to- 
bemypriejl; but thou art unfaithful, thou hmiorefl thyt 
Jons above Tne^^-rlfaid indeed that thy houje^ and thr 
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houfe of. thyfatheTy Jhould walk before me for ever .• But 
now be it far from me ; for them thai honor me I will ka* 
nor, and they that dtfpife meJhalL be lightly efieemed* Be^ 
hold the days come^ that I will cut off thine anuj ajid the 
arm of thy houfe \ and I will raife me up a faith rui. 
priefty thatfhaU do according to that which is in my hcatbm 
X Sam. 2. 

Your SECOND LETTER 
Tcfpe£ls working for life. You make the bcft of a 'bad 
fubje6l ; and really fome of your arguments are fo 

Slaufible, that I do not wonder fa many good men 
lould commence Calvinift$, rather than be at the- 
trouble of dete£king their fallacy. I am forry, dear 
Sir, I cannot do it without dwelling upon Calvinifm. 
My defign was to oppofe Antinomianifm alone ; but 
the vigorous fland which you make for it upon Cal. 
vinian ground, obliges me to encounter you there^ 
or to give up the truth which I am called to de* 
fend. I have long dreaded the alternative of dif. 
pleaiing my friends, or wounding my confcience ;t: 
but I mull yield to the injunctions of the latter, and 
appeal to the candor of the former. If impetuous 
nvers of Geneva Calvinifm have fo long been per- 
mitted to flow thro* England, and even deluge Scot- 
land ; have not I fome reafon to hope that a rivulet- 
of Geneva Anti-calvinifm will be fufiered to glide 
thro* fome of Great-Britain's plains ; efpccially if itSfe 
little murmur harmonizes wkh the cleareR: di6lates 
of reafon, and loudcft declarations of fcripture ? 

Before I weigh your arguments againfl working foT^ 
life, permit me to point out the capital miftake upon* 
which they turn. You fuppofe that free preventing, 
grace does not vifit al> men. and that all thofe in 
whom it has not yet prevailed, are as totally dead ta 
the things of God, as a dead body is to the things of 
this life : and from this unfcriptural fuppofition you 
very rcafbnably conclude, that we can no more turn 
to God, than corpfcs can turn themfelves in theip- 
graves ; no more work for life than putrid carcafTes.. 
can help themlielve» to a reiiirre&ion, 

TKli. 
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This main piQar of your doftrine, will appear t^ 
you built upon the fand, if you read the fcripture itv 
the light of that mercy tahicK is aotr all God*s works^ 
There you will difcover the various difpenfations 6^ 
the everlafting gofpel ; your contra6led views of di^ 
viuc love will open into the moft extenfive prof- 
pe6b ; and your exulting foul will range thro' thfc* 
boundlefs fields of that grace, which is both richly 
fret IN all^ and abundantly /rf^ for all. 

Let u& rejoice with reverence while we read fuch 
fcriptures as thefe : Tkt Son of man is come tofave that 
which is L o s Ty a7id to coil s i n n e a^ If o repentance , This 
is a truefayvf^ and z^orihy tf all accept at on--' worthy of 
aU men to be received, that Chrijt Jejus came into the 
world to fave finmers.'^^To this end he koth died and roft' 
again that he might he tHt Lord of theh%Aj> and living.. 
He came not to condemn the world, biU that the world 
thrc' him might befaved^ and that at the name of Jefus 
every KKSEfhoidd bowy aMdhVEKY. toncue coi^efs: 
that he is Lord. , ' 

" Bound cv^ry heavt andtv'ry befbm burn" while 
we meditate on thefe ravifhing declarations : God fe^ 
hved the wo ViLT> that hi gave hisonfy begotten Sen y that 
WHOSOEVER beUeveth on himfkould notperifk, but have 
everlafting tfe. He was made itnder the lata, to redeem 
tfiem that tuere under the lUufy that is, all mankind f 
luilefs it can be proved that fome men never came 
under the curfe of the lawi He is the frieiid of stjf* 
Mfijts, the pk)i^cian of the siiex, and the Saviour of the- 
WORLD : He died, the jiift for the unjust; He is the- 
propiciation, not for our fins onfy, but for the fins ofrtnz 
WHOLE WORLD* One died f Or Ah t, bccaufe all wcrfe- 
dead. As in Adam all die^ evenfb inChrift, during the 
day of their vifitatibn, aU are bttffed with quickning, 
grace, and therefore in the laft day M.hfkall be ma*dt- 
aUve to give an account of their blefTing or talent. Hi- 
ts the Saviour of all men^ ejpecially of them that believe ;. 
and the news of his birth are tidings of great joy to Kh^ 
people. As by the offence of one judgment came upon a l t 
MEN, even Jo by the rightebufnefs'-cf one Jh€ fREB oirr 

cam^ 
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oinuvponALhutr^l £ot Chri/tly the grace of God tafled 
death for every man; he is the lamb of God zvko taketh 
away the Jin of the world, therefore God commandeth 

ALL MEN EVERY WHERE tO rCpCfU — tO look UUtO km 

and hejaved. 

Do we not take choice jewels from Chrift's cj-own> 
when we explain away thefe bright tedimonies 
given to his free grace : It pUafed the Father by him to 
reco7tcile ALL things to Mrn/elfi^-^The kindnefs and pity 
of God our Saviour towards mai9 has appeared.^-^I mil 
draw all men unto me.^I came not to judge the world 
but tojavt Mtf woR LD» — ./f<? came into the world to save 
SJNNERS^ the CHIEF not excepted*— Go// was in turn 
reconciling the ^'OKLT>unto himfilf^ Hence he fays Xo 
the moil obdinate of his oppofersy Theje things have I 
Jpoken unto you that you. might be Javed> — If I had not 
come and Jpoken unto them, they had not had Jinr in rO" 
jewing me, but now they have ifo cloak/or their fm^ na 
excufe for their unbelief. 

Once indeed, when the apodles were on the 
brink of the moil dreadful trial, their companionate 
Mailer faid, I pray for them, I pray not for thewoKLDi 
'^ As if he had faid,. their> immediate danger makes 
me pray as if there were but thefe eleven men in the 
world, holy Father keep them" But having given 
them this feafonable teiUmony of a juib preference^ 
he adds, Neither pray I for thefe alone, but for them 
mho JhaU believe: — and he prays they may be the 
WORLD, — that the world mt^ believe — and may know 
that thou haflfent me^. 

If our Losd's notprayiyig for a moment on a parti*^ 
cular occaiion/i9r the zt/orid, implies, that the world is 
abfolutely reprobated, we fliould be slad of an an* 
fwer to the two following querires. (i) Why did ho 
pray the next day for Pilate and Herod, Annas and 
Gaiaphas, the Priefls and Pharifees,. the Jewiih mob 
and Roman foldiers ; in a word for the countlefs mul- 
titude of his revilers and murderers ? Were they all 
€le6l, or was this ejaculation no prayer ? Father for" 
gjojc thcmf for thty. knwo not xo^at they do/ '{2.) Why 



tlid tie commiffion St. Paul to ;(ay, / txhorljirjt of aU, 
thatjupplicati&ns^ ^[tTayets^ and inUrc(fftons be made for 
ALL HEV^ for thts is acceptable in the fight ef God our 
Saviour, who win kave all men toi>e savzd, and 
<ometo the knowledge of the truth* For there is one G§d 
and one mediator between God and men, the man Chriji 
Jf^s ; whoMve hin^effa ranfom for all ? 

without Idling time in proving, that none hut art- 
ful and defigning men, uic the word all to mean the 
Ufs numher ; and that all^ in fome of the abovemen- 
tioned paffages, muft abfolutcly mean all mnnkind^ as 
being aire£lly 6ppofed to all that are condemned and 
die in Adam ; ana without flopping to expofe the 
new Calvlnian creation of" a whole world of clod;" 
•upon -the prcceeding icriptures I raife the following 
do6lrine of free grace, if Gvrijt tafted deathfor every 
many there is undoubtedly a gofoel for every man, 
even for thofe who perijQi by reie&ing it. 

St. Paul fays, that God,Jhall judge the fecrets of mzv, 
according to his gojpel. St. Peter a£ks, Whatfhall be 
the end ofihofe^ who obey-not the gospel of God ? And 
the apofUe aniwers, Chrifi revealed inflaming fre zuill 
take vengeance on them, who obey not the gospel, that is, 
all the ungodly who receive the grace of God in vain^ or 
turn it into lafcivioiifnefs. They do not pcrilh becaufc 
the go{pel is a lie with refpea to them ; but becaufc 
thty receive not the love of the trvth that they might be 
saved. God, to puniih their rejcQiiig the truth, 
permits that they mould believe a He; that they all 
might be damned, whe to the laft hour of their day of 
grace believed not the truths but had pleafurt in unrigh^ 
teoufnefs. 

The latitixie of our Xx>rd's commiffion to his mi- 
niflers demonflxates the truth of this do£lrine. Go^ 
into ALL the world, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father^ and cfihz Son, and of the 
Holy Ghofi. Hence thole gracious and general invi- 
tations. Ho every ose that thirfieth after happincfe, 
come ye to the waters; If. any man thirfi after meafure, 
lei him come to me and drink. — Ome unto me all ye that. 



tdtcur for want of njt^ and I will give zV^Ji/.— Who* 
IbOEVEk will^ Ut him come and take of the water of life 
fteely. — Ye adulterers^ — draw tdgh unto Gody and he zml 
draw nigh unto you, — Behold I fiand at the door and 
knock^ f/ ANT MAN Open, I wHl come in and fup with 
him. Go out into the highways and hedges^ preach the 
gofpel .to EVERY CREATURE, and lo I am with you to 
the end of the world. 

If you compare all the preceeding fcriptures, I 
flatter myfelf Hon. Sir, you will perceive that as the 
redemption of Chrift is general, lo there is a general 
gofpel, which is more , or lefs clearly revcalea to all, 
according to the clearer or more obfcure difpen&« 
lion which they are outwardly under. 

This doftrine may appear ftrange to thofe who call 
nothing gofpel but tne lafl: difpenfation of it* Such 
fhouldremetilber that as a little feedfown in the fpring 
is one with the large plant into which it expands in 
fummer ; fb the golpel in its leaft appearance, is one 
with the gofpel grown up to full ntiaturity. Our 
Lord confidering it both as fown in man's heart, and 
fown in the world, fpeaks of it under the name of the 
kingdom of heave a^ compares it to com, andconddcrs 
firft the y^^^, then the bladcy next the ear^ and laft of 
all the full corn in the ear, 

(i.) The gofpel was fown in the world as a little 
but general ^tfJ, when God began to quicken man- 
kind in Adam, by the precious promife of a Saviour r 
and when hefaid to Noah, the fecond general parent 
of men, H^ith thee will I ejtablifh my covenant ; olejing 
him and hisfons after the deluge. 

(2.) The gofpel appeared as corn in the bladcy v^tn 
God renewed the promife of the Mcfliah to Abraham 
with this addition, that tho' the Redeemer (hould be 
born of his eleft family, divine grace and mercy 
were too free to be confined within the narrow bounds 
of a peculiar elcftion : therefore in his feed, that ij, in 
Chrift the fun of righteoufmfs all thefanulies of the earth 
Jhould (fc oUjJed', as they are all cheared with the genial 
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influence of the natural fun^ whether he fhines above 
or below their horizon, whether he particularly en« 
lightens the one or the other hemifbhere. 

(3.) The gofpel word grew much in the days of 
Mbfes, Samuel and Ifaiah ; for th€ goff/ei, fays St« 
Paul, was preached unto them as well as unto usy tho* 
not fo explicitly. But when John the Baptill a 
greater prophet than they all, began to preach the gofpel 
cf repentance^ and point fuiners to the Lamb oj God 
that taketh away the fms of the worlds then the ear 
crowned the blade which had long been at a fl:and| 
and even feemed to be blafted. 

(4.)The great Luminary of the church fhining warm 
upon the earth, his dire6b beams caufed a rapid 
growth. The favonian breathings and iighs which 
attended his preaching and prayers, the genial dews 
which diflilled on Gethfemane, during his agony, 
the fruitful (bowers which defcended on Calvary, 
while the blackefl ftotm of divine wrath rent the 
rocks around, and the tranfcendent radiance of our 
fun, rifing after this dreadful eclipfe to his meridian 
glory ; — all concurred to minifter fertile influences 
to the plant of renown. And on the day of pentccofl, 
when power came from on high, when the fire of the 
Holy Ghoft feconded the virtue of the Redeemer's 
blood, the full corn was feen in the myflical ear ; the 
mofl: perfe^ of the gofpel-difpenfations came to ma- 
turity ; and Chriflians began to bring forth fruit un- 
to the pcrfeftion of their own oeconomy. 

As (ome good men overlook the gradual difplays 
of the mamfold gofpel-grace of God, to others I fear, 
midake the effence of the gofpel itfelf. Few fay 
with St. Paul the go/pel of which lam not afhamed, is 
the power of God untofalvation, to every one that believeth 
with the heart unto righteoufnef^ according to the light of 
his difpenfation : and many are afraid of his Catholic 
do6lrine, when he furas up the general everlafting 
gofpel in thefe words: God was not the God of the 
J^ews otily, but of the Gentiles alfo\ becaufe that which 
may be kn$ztm of God^ under their difpexiiatioD, is ma- 
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mfijt in tkenii God having fiewed it wnto them. For the 
grace of God which hrinvethfalvation, or rather ij ;^«^^. 
n<7'4>Tijp»y$, tht grcLce emphaticaUy /hving^ hath appeared 
unto all mm ; teachincr us to deny ungodlinefs and' zvoridly. 
Lujh^ and to Uvtfvberly^ j^^fy ^^^ S^^fy ^^ ^^^^ prefeiit 
worlds 

*' But how cfocs this faving ^^race teach us?** By 
propofmg to us the faving truths of our difpcnfation, 
and hewing our unbeliefs that we may cordially cm- 
brace, them; for without faith it is impoJfibU to pU&fe 
God, Even the Heathens who come to God mujl be- 
lieve that he is^ and thut he is the rewarder of them that 
diUgentfyfeek him: for there is no difference between the 
Jew and the Greeks the fame Lord over all being rich unto 
all thatxall upon hinu 

Here the Apoftlc ftarts the great Calvinianob^ 
je8:ion : But howjhall they believe^ and call on him of 
whom they have not heard^ &c. ? And having obferved 
that the Jews had heard, tho' few had believed, he 
fays, So then faith cometh by hearings and hearing by the. 
word of God^ which ij nigh^ even in the mouth and in 
the heart of all who receive the truth revealed ur\dcr 
their difpcnfation. Then refuming his anfwer to the 
Calvinian objeftion he cries out, Have not they (Jews, 
and Greeks) all heard preachers, who invite them to. 
beUeve that God is good and powerful, and confequent- 
ly that hi is the rewarder of thofe who diligently feek him f' 
Yes verily, replies he, their found went into all the earthy, 
and ilicir words unto the ends of tlie world, 

" If you afk, Who are thofe general heralds of 
free graxie, whofe found' goes from pole to pole ?" 
Theicripturc anfwers with becoming dignity: The 
heavens declare the glory of God , and the frjnamentfheweth 
his handy work. Day utito day utteretkfpeech, and night 
unto night Jhewetk knowledge. There is no fpeech or Um' 
guage^ no country or kingdom, where their voice is nc^ 
heard. Their inftrufting lineotent thro* the earth their vafl: 
parifh, and their xoords to the end.of thcworid their im* 
mcnfe dioccfe. For the invifible things of God, that is, 
his grcatncfe zxA mWom, \\\^ ^oodnefs and mcrcy> 
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kis etetrud powtt and godhead arc dearly feen^ being un^ 
derfiood £y the things that are made and preferved, fo . 
that the very Heathens, who -do not obey their ftrik- 
tng fpeech, are without excufe ; becaufe that when they 
knew €ody thty glotified him not as God^ neither were 
thankful. 

This is the gofpel-alphabet, if I may be allowed the 
cxpreffion; The Apoftle, like a wife inftruftor, 
proceeded upon the plan of this free grace when he 
addreffed himfelf to the Heathens. fVe preach unto 
you^ faid he to the Lycaoniaus, thatyejhould tarn front 
thefe vanities toferve the iiving God, who made heaven and 
earth, and the fea, and att things therein; who^ even 
w^hcn he fuffered all nations to -walk in their own ways^ 
left not himfelf without witfiefs ; that is, without preach- 
ers, according to that -faying of our Lord to his dif- 
ciples, Ye fhall be my witneffes, and teach all nations* 
And tliefe wilnefTes Were the good which God did, the 
rain he gave us from heaven, fruitful feafons, and the 
food ana gladnejs mth which he filled our hearts* 

St. Paul preached the fame gofpel to the Atheni* 
ans, wifely coming down to the level of their in- 
ferior difpenfatton. The God that made the worid dwells 
mot, like a ftatue, in temples made with hands, nor hath 
he need of any thing ; feeing he giveth tc all life, and 
breath, and all things. He hath made of one blood aU na* 
tions of men who dwell on all the fact of the earth, not that 
they might live like Atheifts, and perifh like repro- 
bates, but that they might feek the Lord, if haply they 
mi^rht feel after him and find him. Nor is this an im- 
pofllbility, as he is not Jar from every one of us, for in 
him we live and move and have our beitig, as certain of 
your own poets have taught, juftly alferting that we are 
the offspring of God, Hence he proceeds to declare, 
tliat God calls all men every where to repent, intimating 
that iipon their turning to him, he will receive thehi 
as his dear children, and blefs them as his beloved 
ejsprin^. 

Thele, and the like fcriptures forced Calvin him- 
felf into an happy inconiiftency with Calvii\vOx\.« 
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** Tlic Lord, fays he in an cpiftle prefixed to the 
" French new Teflamcnt, never left hixnfelf without 
" a witnefs, even towards them unto whom he has 
*' not lent any knowledge of his word. Forafmuch 
" as all creatures, from the firmament to the center 
" of the earth, might be witnefles and meffengers of 
'' his glory unto all men, to dr&w them to feck him; 
'• and indeed there is no need to.feek him very far, 
" for every one might find him in hisownfelf." 

And no doubt fomc have ; for altho' the world kntta 
not God by the zaifdoin that is earthly, fenfual anddevi/ijh ; 
yet many have fayingly knoM'n him by his general 
witnclfcs, that is, the wonderful works that he doth for the 
children of wen ; for that which may be known ofGod^ in 
the loweft ooconomy of gofpel grace, is maniftjt in 
thrm, as well Sisfhew;i unto them* 

" What ! Is thcix; fomething of God inwardly wtf- 

vifejl in, as well as outwardly ftiewn to all men ?" 

Undoubtedly ; the grace of God is as the windy which 

blnnrth whf.rf.it/ijtc.th ; and it lifieih io blow with more 

or Icfs force fucccflivcly ail over the earth. You can 

as foon meet with a man that never felt the wind, or 

hf.ard the found thereof ^ as with one that never felt the 

divine breathings, or \\t3ird the Jl ill fmall voice, which. 

we call the grace of God, and which bid us turn 

from hn toii^htcoufnefs. To fuppofc the Lord gives 

us a thoufand tokens t)f his eternal power and fodhead^ 

without giving us a capacity to confider, and grace 

to iinprovo them, is not Icfs abjurd than to imagine 

that when lie lAllovvcd upon Adcim all the trees of 

paradifc fi r i'ood, be gave him no eyes to fee, no 

hands to oatlicr, and no mouth to eat their delicious 

.. . *^ 

Iruits. 

We readily grant that Adam, and we in him, loft 
all by tlic fall : lr.;t QhxWX.the Lariih fiainfrcm tlie foun- 
dation of the. w)tUU i'.hnd the repainr of the breach, 
mightier to fave than Adam to deftroy, folcmnly ^/21,'g 
hunfdf \o Adam, and to us in him, by the free cver- 
liifting gofpel which he preached in paradifc. And 
wJicu he pie<!Lehcd it he undoubtedly gave. Adam, 

and 
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ahd us in him, a capacity to receive it, that is a 
power to believe and repent. If he had not, he 
might as well have preached to ftocks and ftones, 
to beafls and devils. It is offering an infult to the 
only zuife God, to fuppofe that he gave mankind the 
light, without giving them eyes to behold it ; or 
which is the/ame, to fuppofe that he gave them the 
gofpel, without giving thcni power to believe it. 

As it was with Adam, foitis undoubtedly with all 
his pofterity. By what argument or fciipture will 
you prove, that God excluded part of Adam (or what 
is the fame thing, part of his offspring, which was 
then part of his very perfon) from the promife and 
gift which he freely made him of the feed of the wo* 
man, and the bruifer of the ferpehVs head ? Is it rea- 
Ibnable to deny the gift, becaufe multitudes of infi- 
dels rejeft it, and thoufands of Antinomians abufe it ? 
May not a bounty be really given by a charitable per- 
fon, tho' it is defpifed by a proud, or fquandered by 
a loofe beggar ? 

Waving the cal^ of infants, idots, and thofe who 
hzvcjinned thefn unto deaths Was there ever a finner 
under no obligation to repent and believe in a merci- 
ful God? O ye oppofers of yV^tf ^ractf, fearch the uni- 
vcrfe with Calvin's candle, and among your repro- 
bated millidns, find out the pcribn that never had a 
merciful Gbd : and fheW us the unfortunate creature, 
whotn a fovereign Gttd boutid over lo abfolute def- 
paiT of his mercy from the womb. If there is no 
' luch petfon in the world : if all men are bound to 
repent and believe in a merciful God, there is an 
end of Calvinifm. An Unprejudiced man can re- 
quire no ftronger proof that all are redeemed from 
trie curfe of the Adamic law, which admitted of no 
repentance; and tftat the covenant ©f grace which 
admits of, and makes provifion for it, freely extenda 
to all mankind. * 

Out of Chtijt' s futnefs all have received grace, a little 
leaven of faving power, an inward n^onitor, a divine 
reprover, a ray of true heavenly ii^i<^ v^VvOcv tcv?cc^- 
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fpfts firft moral, and then fpiritual good and cviL 
St. John bears witftefs of tJiat tiokt, and declares it was 
the fpiritual life of rrun^ the true iigfU^ which enUghter^ 
eth not only every man that comes into the church, bqt 
every man that cometh into the zworZi— without excepting 
thofe who arc yet ivdarknefs. For the Light fhineih in 
the darhnejs, even when the darknefs comprehends itjwt, 
llie Baptift bore alfo witnefs of that light, that allmeu 
thro' it, not thro' him. might believe, {^t/q light being the 
lafl antecedent,, and. agreeing perfeftly with H etvle.) 

Hence appears the fufficiency of that divine light 
to make all men believe in Chrift the light of the world; 
according to Chrift's own words to the Jews, JVhili 
ye have the, light, believe in the light, that ye may be the 
children of the li^ht^-^^Walk while yxm have the Ught, Ufi 
darknefs come vp on you, even that total, wtg At of nature 
whe}7 no man ca7i work, 

Thofe who refifl this internal light generally rc- 
jeft the externa] gofpel, on receive it only in the let- 
ter and hiflory : ana too many fuch tiiere have been 
in all ages; for Chri^ was in the world, even when 
the world, kfiew him not : therefore he was TJianifefi in 
theflefh. The fame fun which had fhined as the dawn, 
arofe with healing in his wi7igs, and came to deliver thi 
truth which was held in righteoufnefs, and to help the 
li^c^ht which was not comprehended by the darknefs. But 
alab I when he came to his own, even then his own rj- 
ceived him not. Why ? Becaufe they were repro. 
bates ? No : but becaufe they \M5ere moral agents. . 

This is the condemnation^ fays he himfelf, that light 
came into the world, but men (hut their eyes again!): 
it. They loved dnrkncfs rather than light, because 
their works were evil. They would go on in the fins 
which the light reprx^ved, and therefore they oppofed 
it till it was quenched, that is, till it totally withdrew 
from their hearts. To the fame purpofe our Lord 
' fays, The heart of this peopk is waxed gfofs, their ears 
are dull of hearings and their eyes have they clofed agaisft 
the light, left they f.ould fee with their eyes, and under- 
ftand with their hearts, and fhovid be converted, and I 
JJiOuld heal them* The fame unerring teacher informs 

us, 
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US, th2it ike deOil cometh to the way-fide hearers, and 
taketh away the zoord out of their heartSy lejt they Jhould 
Relieve and befaved. And // oiir gofpel is hid, fays St. 
Paul; it is to them that Relieve not^ an(f are Ibfl, whofc 
minds the God 'of this world haih bK'nded, lejl the glorious 
gqfpel of ChriflJ/iouldJhine unio them. 

From thele icriptures it is evident that Calvin was 
miftaken, or that the devil is a fool. For if man is 
now totally blind why fliould the devil beftir him- 
fclf to blind him ? And why fliould he fear lejl the 
gofp el Jhould Jliinc to them that are loji, if there is abfo- 
lutely no gofpel for them, or they have no eyes to fee, 
no capacity to receive it ? 

Whetiier finners knew their aofpel-day or not, they 
have one. Read the hiftory of Cain, who is fuppof- 
ed to be the firfl reprobate ; and fee how gracioufly 
the Lord expoftulated witli him,. Cohfider the old 
zJorld : St. Peter fbeaking of them fay», The gofpel was 
preached to them alfo that' are dead ; for Chrijl loent by the 
Spirit, and preached' even to thofe who were difobtdient, : 
when once the longfuffering of God waited 120 years in 
the days ofNoahi, Nor did the hord wait with an in- 
tention of having them compleatly fattened for the 
day of flaughter: far be the unbecoming thought, 
from thofe who worftiip the God of love I'Inftead 
of enteitaining it, let u^s accou7it ihsit the longfufferijig 
of our Lord is salvation, that is, a beginning of 
falvafion, anda fure pledge, of it : if we know and re^ 
deem the acceptitd time : for the Lord is longfuffering to us^ 
zoard,.not willing that any Jliould perifi^. but that all' 
fliould come to repentance. 

Nor does God's leyigf^fftring' CKitxid to xYi^ ele^: 
only. It embraces alfo thofe who treafure up unto, 
themfelves wrath againfi the day of wrath, by defpifmg the 
riches of divine goodne/s and forbearance and long-suf- 
fering, 7iot knowing that the goodnefs of God leads ihem ■ 
to repent ance» Of this the Jews are a rcmaikable in- 
ftance. What could God have done more to his Jewiftt . 
vineyard ? Me gathered the fiones of it, and planted it 
with the chouejl vine; and yet when. H^.i^oo^^tn that- 
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it Jhoutd have brought forth grapes, it hrourht fbrih wiM 
grapes: when he jcnt his fervants to receive the fruitSy 
they were ahujed aiid fent away empty • Hence it is evi-. 
dent that the Jews had a day, in which they, 
could have brought forth fruit, or the wife God would* 
no more have looked for it^ than a wife man expe8;s to 
fee the pine-apple grow upon the haw-thorn. 

Nay,, themoft obftinale, phanfaic, and bloody of 
the Jews had a day, in which our Lord in perfbn^ 
would have gathered them with as miich tenderdefs, as- 
a hen gathers her brood under her wings. And when he 
f aw their free-agency, ablblutely fet againft his* lov* 
ing-kindncfs, he wept over them^ and deplored their not 
having^/i^zt^n the things belonging ujito their peact^ before 
they were hid from their eyes. 

Our gracious God freely gives one or more talents, 
of grace to every man : nor was ever any man caji intO'. 
niter darknefs where fhall be weeping ana gridfhing ofteeth^ 
but for the net ufmg his talent aright, as our Lor^T 
fufficiently declares, Matt. xxv. 3^0. Airu4ing to that 
important parable, . I would obferve^ that the Chris- 
tian has five talents, the Jew two^ and the Heathen 
one. If he that has two talents lays them out to ad- 
vantage, he fhall receive a reioard as well as he that 
has firve ; and the one talent is as capable of a pro- 
portionable improvement as the two or the five. The 
equality of God's ways does not confift in givingjuft the 
fame number of gracious talents to all ; but firft in 
not drfiring to gather where he has not Jtrawed^ or fd- 
reap above a proportion of his feed 'y and (2.) ip graci 
oufly difpcnfing rewards according to the number of 
talents improved, and the degrees of that improve- 
ment : (and in juftly infli£ling punifhments, accord- 
ing to the number of (he talents bury*d) and the ag- 
gravations attending their unfaithfulnefs. For unto 
xvhonfoevtr much is given, of him fhall.be much required^ 
and to whom men have committed muchy of him th(y wilt 
tifk the more. 

We frequently fpeak of God^s fecret decrees, the 
JLiiOwledgc of which is as ufelcfs as it i& uncertain ; 

Wv 
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bwt feldomconfider thatfolemn dcci^ec^ often rovca:!', 
ed in the goljpel, To him that has grace to purpofe^. 
raor^JIia/l be given ; aaid from, niro,' that has not^ that hs^s 
Buried his gracious talent, and therefore in oiie fenfe. 
has it not, fliaW be takeri .aztmy even that, which he hath to 
no purpole : according to out Lord's awful command^. 
Take the talent Jrcm him that hath huried it, and ff<i/« it 
to him that hath ten,. for the good and- fattkfid jervant.' 
fhaU have abundameA. He who fays,. Whaifoevtr a man> 
Joweth, thatfliall he alfo reap, is too juft to look for an 
i'ncreafc from thofe on whom he bcftows na talent ; 
and aahc. calls for repentance and faith, and. for a. 
daily incrcafc of both, he has certainly beftowed up- 
on us the feed of both, io\ \vz gives Jeed to thtfower^, 
and docs not defire to reap, where he^has notfown^ 

Metliinks my honored opponent cry s out with, 
amazement: What! haye all men -power to .repent, 
and believe ? And in the mean time a Benedicbine , 
monk comes, up to vouch that this do£^fine is rank 1 
PeUgianifip.. But permit me to obferve, that, if Pe-- 
lagius had acknowledged as we do the total fall of- 
man, and afcribed with us to the free grace of God « 
in Jefus Chrift, all the power we have to repent and 
believe, . none of the Fathers would have been fo in-, 
judicious and uncharitable as. to rank him among he- • 
rctics. We maintain that altho' without Chiift we 
can d6 nothing, yet fo- long as the dayoffalvaticn lafls,. 
all men, tlic chief of finners not excepted, .can, thro' 
his free preventing grace, leafe to do evil, learn -to do 
welt, and ufe thofc means which will infallibly end in 
the repentance, and faith peculiar tathe difpenfation 
they are under,, whether it be that of the neathens, 
Jews, or Chriftians. 

If the author of Pietas Oxonicnfis, and father 
Walfh deny this, they might as well charge Chrilt 

with 

+ I muft do the Calviniftsthc jiifticc to obfcrve~ that a»^ our Lor<J 
fay«, a/k and have ; fo Elilha Coles fays, Ufe grace and^ve grace^ 
•which is all that we contend for, -if ihe infepatabk cQi>axsB«x-^-^tN.^ 
the axiom if admitted, ** abufe grace aud \oVc ^%i»:V 
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witfi tHc abfurdlty of tafling dtathfor every man^ in did- 
der to keep moft men from the very goffibility of be- 
ing benefited by his death. They might as well af- 
fert that altho' the free pft came upon all men^ yet it 
never came upon a vaft majority of them ; and open- 
ly maintain tnat Chrift deserves to be called the de- 
Jiroyer rather than the* Saviour of the world. For if the" 
greateft part of mankind may be conftdcred as the 
worldy if repentance and faith are abfolutely impodi- 
ble to them, and Jefus came to denounce deftru£lion 
to all who do not repent and believe, let every think- 
ing man fay whether he might not be called with 
greater propriety the Dejiroyer than the Saviour of the- 
world; and whether preaching the Crifpian gofpel, ist. 
not like reading the y/^rT3int of inevitable damnation to' 
millions of wretched creatiircs. But upon the fcheme 
of what you call the " Weflean orthodoxy," Ckrijl is 
really Mf Saviour of oilmen, but efpecially of them that 
believe : for he indulges all with a day offahation, andl 
if nt)ne but believers make a proper ufe^of it, the 
fault is not in his partiality, but in their own obfH- 
nacy. 

In what a pitiful light does your fcheme place our 
Lord ! ,Why did he marvel at the unbelief of the Jews^ if 
they could no more believe than a (lone can fwim ? 
And fay not that he marvelled " as a man ;" for the 
alfertion abfolutely unrfians him. What man evcir 
wondered that an afs does not bray with the night- 
ingale's melodious voice ? Nay, what child ever mar- 
velled that the ox does not fly above the clouds with 
the'foaring eagle ?" 

The fame oblervation holds with regard to repentance. . 
Thtn he began, fays St. Matthew,,, to upbraid the cities 
xtiherein mofi of his mighty works were (/o7ie,.BE cause they- 
repented not. Merciful Saviour forgive us : We have ■ 
infulted thy meek wifdom, by reprefenting thee as 
cruelly upbraiding the lame for not running, the 
blind for not feeing^ and the dumb for not' fpeaking ! . 
But this is not a\\, Vi C^i^xtvwaxiv could not have re-- 
/rented ^^ our Lord's^ peaida\tv^«i v^€l^i^&'\S?vxln^^^ 7j& 



thtpreachkng of 7onas; Itow do we rcfle6l upon Kfs 
mild equity, and adorable goodnefs, when ive repre- 
fcnt him as pronouncing woe upon woe over the im- 
penitent city, and threatning to fink it iiitoii deeper 
hell than Sodom because itrepentfd not /'And how 
ill does it become • u* to exclaim againft Deifts for 
robbing Chtift of his divinity^ when wcourfelves di- 
ve ft him of common Ai/wttt«>K:/ * 

Suppoffe a fchool-maftcr faid to his Englifh fcholars, 

** Except you inftantly fpeak Greek you (hall all ^ 

fcverely whipped," you would wonder at the injuf- 

tice of the fchool- tyrant. But would not the- wretch 

be merciful, in compariibn of a Saviour, (fo callefd) 

who is fuppofed to fay to myriads of men that can no 

more repent than ice can bum, Except you repent yoUr 

Jkall aUptrijK ^ I confefs that when I fee> real Protejf- 

tants calling this do&rine ** the pure gofpel," and ex- 

:tolling it as " free grace," T no more wonder th'it 

real Papifts fhould call their bloody inquifition the 

. hcuje ofnur€y^ and their burning of thofe whcan they 

;eail Heretics an + autv deft. 

Obj. At this rate our falvation or damnation turns 

upon the good or bad ufe which we make- of the ma- 

-:nifold grace of God! And wcarc in this world in a 

(l^te of probation, and^net meerly upon our paffage to 

. the rewards which cvcrlafting love, or to the pu- 

' hiniments which evcrlafting hatred h^sfreefy allotted: 

us from the foundation of the world ! • 

Atif.. Undoubtedly : for whabman of'fcnfc.(I"cx- 
iC;eptjthofe who thro' hurry andmiftake have put on 
■the veil of prejudice) could flicw his face in a pul- 
•pit, to exhoita:multitudc of reprobates to avoid a 
damnation abfolutcly unavoidable; and invite' a lit- 
.tle flock of eleft, tolofe no Uxh^mmaking/ure an elei' 
ti<m, funer than the pillars of heaven? 

Again, who but a tyrant will mak« the life of hi€ 
flibjeds turn upon a thing. that is not at all at then: 
option ? When N^ro was determined to put people 
U> death, had he noX huxoiinity ajidi. hoiDeily enough 

f An 9^0f'^t)u. ,\ 
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not to taittaliie them with in&ltihg' offers of fife? 
To whom did hc^vcr fay, " If thou pluckcft one ftar 
from heaven thou (halt not die ; but if thou faileft itt 
the attempt, the awft drcadfiil and lingering tof- 
BWits fhallpunifli thy obftinacy ?" AiidftiaUa, hipSL 

'.my Chriftian biethrcn, leprefimt the King, of feints 

^ guilty of—— what my pen refufcs to write,. th«t 
which Nero himfelf was too merciful to contrive ? 

Obi, ** Yon do not ftate the cafe fairly- If aU 
have Jtnned in Adaniy and tht wages of fin is deaths God 
did the reprobates no wrong when he condemned 
tbem to eternal torments, before they knew .their 
right hand from their left; yea, before the found* 
tionof the world." 

Anf* The plaufibility of this objcftion, hetghtciv 

.ed by voluntary htemility, has mifled thoufaxid* of pioite 
fculs ; God give them underftandiBg to weigh the fol- 
lowing refle6Hons. (i .) If ^^ unconditional abfolutfi 
decree of damnation pafTcd'upon the reprobates bk- 
3P.O K E iktfeundaiion of the world-, it isr abfurd to iiccouht 
for the juftice offuch as decree, by appealing to a fin 
commiitted after tht found<iti<m of tht world* 

(a.) If Adam finned neceflarily according to the jft* 

^tt will and purpqft of God, as you intimate in your 
4th letter, many do net fee how he, much lefs his 
pofterity, could juftly be condemned to eternal tor- 
ments for doing an iniquity which God's hand and 
counfd dettrmined btfort to ht done. 

(«.) As we finned only J^inalfy, in Adaiii,- if God^ 
had not intended our redemption, his goodnfefe would 
have engaged him to deftroy us/endnaUyy by cruftiing' 
the capital offender who contained us all : fo there 
would have been a juft- proportion between the (ift, 
and the punifhment ; for as we finned in Adam with* 
out the leaft confcioufnefs of guilt, fo in him w^ 
Ihould have been punifhed without the lead confci- 
oufnefs of pain. This obfervailion may be il- 
hiflrated by an e:^ample. If I catch a tnifchie"* 
Vous animal, a viper for inflancc, I have uw- 
doubtedly a right to kill her, and deflroy her dan- 
gerous brood' if Ibe i^bi^-wixXx 'f5^w^^* B^ if inftead 
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of difpatching'her aafoon as I can, t (ecd h^r on- pur- 

Sofe to ^t many brxxxis from her, and torment to 
eath millions of iier ofiBspring, I can hatdly pafa for 
the good man who regards tn/ lift of a bcafi. Leaving to 
you the application of this fimiie) I afk : Do we ho- 
nor Cwod when we break the ecjual beams of hisper- 
feStions ; wixen we blacken his goodnefs and mercy, 
in order to make his Juftrce an<i greatnefs fhine widi 
exorbitant luftre ? It " a God all mercy is a God un- 
juft," may not we fay, according to the rule of pro- 
poitioh, that " a God alljuftice is a God^unkind,'* 
s^ftd can never be he whoft mercy is over all his works f 

(5.) But the -moment we allow that the blefling of 
the focond Adam is as general as the curfe of the firft : 
that God fets again life and death before every indivi- 
dual, and that he mercifully reftoresto all a capacity 
Gf chufmg life^ • yea and of haviftg it one day more abun" 
dantLy than Adam himfelf had before the fall, we fee 
kis goodnefs and juftice (hine with equal radiance, 
when he fparcs guilty Adam to propagate the fallen 
race, that they may fhare the bleffings of a better cO' 
venant. For, according to the Adamic \dLW^J2id^;ment 
was by one fin to condemnation ; but the free gift of the 
gofpel is ofrnxiny offences tojujtification. For if thro' the- 
offence of one the many be dead ; much more the grace of 
God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man Jtfm 
Chrifh, hath abounded unto the many, 

(6.) Rational and fcriptural as the preceding obfer- 
vations are, we could fpare them, and anfwer your 
objeftion thus. You think God may juftly decree, 
that millions of his unborn creatures -fhfall be veffels of 
wrath to all'et^rnity, overflowing with the vengeance 
due to Adam*s pre-ordained fm ; but you are not nearer 
the mark : for granting that he could do it as a juft, 
good, and merciful God ; yet he cannot do it as the 
God of faithfulnefs and truth. His word and ocdh are 
gone forth together: Hear both. What mean ye ihdt 
ye ufe this pro-^erb ? " The fathers have eaten four grapes^ 
dnd the children's teeth arefet on edge :" As'I' live, fays 
the Lord God^ yefhaU not ■ have oeeafion- anymore to uft 



Xhi9pr9btrh. TJufoulUiatfautdkperCondlly^ it 
eternally. Every oiujhalldu for his own avoida 
quity. Every man thM esUetk the four grapB, i^ 
might have calen the iwect, his teeth Jfiall 'yj& 
on ed^.. Wlien God has thus made oath of his 
and impartiality before mankind, it is rather 
charge him with contriving Calvhi*s ele&ion,-; 
ting up the Protellant Madona, the great im; 
fore which a confidcrable part of die chun 
tinually falls down and worlhips, 

Oye hon* .L Shadr«K:hs, \Vhogaze upon it*v 
miration, fee how fome Calvinian dofbors < 
Decreta Deifunt ipfe Detts, The decrees ofGed are 6 
/elf. See Elifha Coles adx^ancing at the "head < 
fands of his admirers, and hear how he exhor 
to worQiip : Let tis make -eleStion our all; our brty 
ter, munition of focks, and whatever elfe we canfi 
want, that is, Let lis make the great image o\ 
Ye candid Mcflicchs, ye confiderate Abedne^ 
low not this miftaken multitude ; before you c 
them, " Great is the Diana of the Calvinift4 
once aix)und the celebrated image : and I am t 
ed that if you can make out Free Grace wri 
running hand upon her frtiiling face, you i 
Free Wrath written in black capitals upon 
formed back-; and then, far from being angry 
liberty I take to expofc her, you will wifh fpee 
little Jlone Avhick I level at her iron-clay feet ^ 

Think not, honored Sir, that I fav abo 
wratJiy what I cannot poflibly prove : for y< 
meyourfelftoa ftriking demo nitration. I fupp 
ftill upon your travels. You come to the boi 
a great empire, and the firft thing that ftrikes 
a man in an eafy carriage going with folded 
take poffeflion of an immenfe eftate freely giv 
by the King of the country. As he flies along ^ 
make out the motto of the royal chariot, in wl 
dofes. Free Reward. Soon after you meet 
the kings carts, containing twenty wretches 
with irons : and the motto of every cart is, Fr 
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KisHMENT. You cnquirc into th>Bmcaning of this ex- 
traoi'dinary proccflion, and the fheriff attending the 
execution anfwers: Know, curious ftrangcr, that 
our Monarch is abfolute ; and to fhew ihat/overeignty 
is the prerogative of his imperial crown, and that he 
is no refptder of ptrfons^ he diftributes every day free 
rewards ajitLvKEe. puntjhments, to a certain number of 
liis fubjefts. — " What ! without any regard to merit 
or demerit, by mere caprice !"— Not altogether fo, ' 
for he pitches upon tht worst of men ^ and chief of fin-' 
tiers, and upon fuch to choose, for the i'ubjefls of his 
fewardst (Elifha Coles, page 62) And that' his pu- 
nifhments may do as much honor to free fovereign 
torath, as his bounty does to free fovereign grace, he 
pitches upon thofe that fhallbe executed, before they 
^re bom, — " What! have thefe poor creatures in 
^chains done no harm ?" O yes, fays the (heriff, the 
king contrived that their parents fhould let them fall, 
and break their legs before they had any know- 
ledge; when they came to years of difcretion he 
commanded them to run a race with broken legs, 
and becaufe they cannot do it, I am going to fee them 
<juartered. Some of them befides this have been 
obliged to fulfil the king's fecret will, and brin,] about 
hispurpofes ; and they fhall be burned in yonder deep 
valley called Topket^ for their trouble. — You are 
fliockcd at the fherilPs account, and begin to expof- 
tulate with him about the freenefs of the wrath which 
burns a man for domg the king's will ; but all the 
anfwer you can get from him is that which you give 
inc in your 4th letter, page 23, where fpeakin<5 of 
a poor reprobate you fay. Such an one is indeed ac" 
complifhini^ the king's, you fay God*s decree, but he car^ 
Ties a dreadful niark in his forehead^ that fuch a decrfr. is, 
that he /hall be punijhcd with everlajimct deflruElionffom 
the prrf nee of the Lord of the country. You cry out, 
*' God deliver mc from the hanrls of a monarch, 
who puni/nes with everla fling defirutiion fuch as accom- 
iflifh his decree !'* and while the magillrate intimates 

C' that 
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tliat your exclamation is a dreadful mark if not in your 
JoTfheadf at Icaft upon your tongue, that you yourfelf, 
iliall be apprehenrled againflthe next execution, -and 
made a public inllance of the king's/r^r zuraih^ your 
blood runs cold, you bid the pollillion turn the 
horfes; they gallop for your life, and the moment 
you got out of tiic dreary land, you blcis God for 
your narrow efcape. 

May rcafon and fcripture draw your Jbul with 
equal fpced from tlie difmal fields of Cole's fove- 
rcignty, to the fmiling plains of primitive Chrifliani- 
ty. Hcce you have God's eUElion witliout Calvin's 
reprabaUon. Here Chrifl chufes the Jews without re* 
jefbing ^e Gentiles, and ele^ Peter. James and 
John to the enjoyment of peculiar privileges, witli- 
rcprobating Matthew Thomas and Simon. Here no 
body is jdamned £ar not doing impofTibilities, or for 
doing what he coudd not poflibly .help« Here all 
tliat are faved enjoy rewards .thro* the xnerits of 
Chrift, according to -the degrees of evangelical obe- 
dience which the Lord enables, not forces, them to 
perform. Here frer wrath never appeared; all our 
damnation is of ourfelves, when we negLSifuch great 
Jalvation^ by obftinately refufmg to work it out with 
fear and tremhling. But this is not all, here free grace 
does not rejoice over flocks but over vien, wlio gladly 
confefs that their falvation is all of God, who for 
Chrift's fake redifics their free-agency, heljjs their 
infirmities, and works in them both to will ond to dooj 
Ids good pleafuye. And from the tenor of the fcrip- 
ture, as well as from the confent of all nations, and 
the diftaLcs of confcience, it appear:s that part of 
God's good ple.ci/ure towards man is. that he fhall remain 
inveftcd with tlic au ful power <A ihu/Lmr life or deaths 
that his will fhall never he forced, and CPnfcquenllv 
that ovcrbcarino. irrcfifliblc grace fiiall be baniflied 
to the land of Cole's ibvciei^nty, together with free, 
abiblutc, unavoidable wr^th. 

Now, 



C «7 J 

Now, honored Sir, periritme to afk, Why does 
this doftrine alarm good men? Why are thofe di- 
vines deemed heretics who dare not diveft God of 
his eflfential love, Emmanuel of his compaflionate 
humanity, and man of his connatural free-agency ? 
What are Dominicu« and Calvin, when weighed in 
the balance againft Mofes and Jcfus Chrift ? Hear 
the great Prophet of tlie Jews : / (all heaven and earth 
to record this day agaiiifl you^ that 1 havefet before you 
life and death, ^^w^ ^w^ <^^^fi^,^9 heaven and hell, 
therefore chufe life that you may live. And he that hath 
ears not yet absolutely ftopped by prejudice, kt him 
hear what the great prophet of the Chriflians fays up- 
on the important queftion, / am come that they might 
have life — all things are now ready — but ye will not come 
unto me that you might have life — / would have gathered 
you and ye would not, — Becdufe I have called and ye re- 
J-uJed, I will laugh when your deJiruBion coweth. For 
THAT they did not chuse the J ear of the Lord, there- 
for E Jhall they eat not the fruit of my decree or of 
Adam's fin, hut of their own 'perverse way : theyJhaU 
befUed with their own doings. 

If thcfe words of Mofes and Jefus Chrift are ovei* 
looked, fhould not at leaft the experience of near fix 
thoufand years teach the world that God does not 
force rational beings, and that when he tries their 
loyalty, he does not obey for them, but gives them 
fujficient grace to obey for themfelves? Had rot all 
the angels fufficient grace to obey ? Iffomckept not 
their firft eftate, was it not thro' their own unfaithfu*?* 
nefs ? What evil has our Creator done us, or what 
fervicc have devils rendered us, that we fhould fix 
the blot of Calvinian reprobation upon the former, 
to excufe the rebellion of the lattf r ? Did not Adam 
and Eve fland fome time by means of God's fufficient 

frace, and might they not have flood for ever ? 
lave not unconverted men fufficient grace to forfake 
or complain of fome evil ? To perform, or attempt 
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foTi)e good ? Had not David fufficient grace to avoid 
the crimes into which he plunged ? Have not be- 
lievers fuHicicnt power to do more good than they 
do? And does not the fori pture addrefs finners (Si- 
mon Magus not excepted^ as having fufHcient grace 
topray for more grace, if they have not yet finned the 
fin unto death ? 

In oppofition to the above-ftated doftrine of grace- 
free FOR all, as well bs, free in aU, our Calvinian 
brethren aflert that God binds his free y^race^ and 
keeps it from vifiting millions of finners whom they "^ 
call reprobates.— They teach that man is not in a 
flate of piobation, that his lot is ' abfolutely caft, a 
certain little number of fouls being immoveably fix^ 
ed in God's favor, in the midft of all their abomina- 
tions; and a certain vaft number under his eternal 
wrath, in the inidfl of their moft fincere endeavours 
to fecure his favor. And their teachers maintain 
th-at the names of the former were written in the book 
of life, without any refpe£Wto forefeen repentance, 
faith and obediev.ce ; while the names of the latter 
were put in the book of death, (fo I calLthe decree 
of reprobation) merely for the fin of Adam, without 
any regard to perfonal impenitency, unbelief and 
difobedience. And this narrow grace. 2Lndfree zorath 
they recommend to the world under the engaging 
name o^ free grace. 

This do£lrinc, dear Sir, we are in confcience 
bound to oppofc, not only becaufe it is the reverfe 
of the other, which is both fcriptural atid rational; 
but becaufe it is infeparably conncfted with do£lrinal 
Antinomianifm, as your fourth letter abundantly ile- 
monftratcs ; and above all, becaufe it appears to us 
that it fixes a blot upon all the divine perfeftions. 
Pleafe, horiored, Sir, to confider the following que- 
ries. 

What becomes of God*s goodnefs, if the tokens of 
it which he gives to millions are only intended to 
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inhance their ruin, or caft a deceitful veil over his 
cverlafting wrath ? — What of his mercy which is over 
ALL his zvorks, if millions were ever excluded from 
the lead intereft in it, by an abfolute decree that con- 

ftitutesthem veffels of wrath from all eternity?^ 

What becomes of his jufiice^ if he fentences myriads 
upon myriads to everlafting fire, because they have 
not believed on the name of his only begotten Son ; when, 
if they had believed that he was their jfefus^ their Sa- 
viour, they would have believed a monftrous lie, 
and claimed what they have no more right to than I 
have to the crown of England ? — What of his vera^ 
city J and the oath he /wears that he wiUeth.not\he death 
oJaJ\nner\ if he never affords moft finners fuffieient 
means of efcaping eternal death? If he fends his 
ambafTadors to nery creature, declaring that all things 
are now ready for their falvation, when nothing but 
Tophet is prepared of old for the inevitable deftruftion 
of a vaft majority of them i^ — What becomes of his 
holinefsy if in oraer to condemn the reprobates with 
fome fhow ofjuftice, and fecure the end of his decree 
of reprobation, which is that " millions fball abfo- 
lutely be damned,** he abfolutely fixes the means of 
their damnation, that is, their fins and wickednefs ? 
—What of his wijdom if he ferioufly expoftulates 
-with fouls as dead as corpfes, and gravely urges to 
repentance and faith perfons that can no more repent 
and believe, than fifties can fpeak and fing ?^ — What 
becomes of his long-fuffering, if he waits to have an 
opportunity offending the reprobates into a deeper 
hell, and not to give them a longer time to fave them^ 
felves front this perverfe generation ? — What of his equi'- 
ty, if there was mercy for Adam and Eve, y/\\o per* 
fonally breaking the edge of duty ; wantonly rufned 
out of paradife into this howling wildernefs ; and yet 
there is no mercy for millions of their unfortunate 
children, who are bom in a ftate of fin and mifeiy 
without any perfonal choice, and confcquently with- 
out ^ny perjfonal. Cm ? And what becomcsi of his. 

C ^ amjit/r- 
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tmnifcienctj if he cannot foreknow future contingen- 
cies ? If to forctel without a miilake that fuch a thing 
(hall happen, he xnufl do it himfelf ? Was not Nero 
as wife in this rcfpe^i? Could not he forctel thatFhebe 
(lunild not continue a virgin, when he was bent 
upon ravifhing her ? That Seneca fhould not die a 
natural death, when he had determined to have him 
murdered ? And that Crifpus fhould fall into a pit^ 
if he obliged him to run a race at midnight in ar place 
full of pits ? And what old woman in the kingdom, 
cannot prccifcly furctcl that a filly talc iliall be told at 
fuch an hour, if fhe is rcfolved to tell it hcrfelf, or 
* at any rate to engage a child to do it for her P 

Again, What becomes of God's loving-kindnrfffSy 
tchich kave hetn ever of old towards the children of men f 
J^nd'y^h^lo{h.\'> impartiality, ifmoftmen, ablolutely 
reprobated for the lin of Adam, arc never placed in 
a ftateof perfonal trial and probation ? Does not God 
ufe them far Icfs kindly than devils, who were tried 
cverv one for himfclf, and remain in their diabolical 
ftate, bccaufe they brougl.t it upon themfelvcs by a 
perfonal choice ? Aft.onifliing ! That the Son of 
(iod fliould have been flcfli of the flcfti, and bone 
of the bone of millions of men, "whom, upon the 
Calvinian ichemc, he never indulged fo far as he 
did devils 1 What an hard hearted relation to my- 
riads of Ills fcllow-mcn, docs Calvin reprefent our 
Lord ? Suppole Satan had become our kinfman by 
incamation, and had by that mean got the right of re* 
(Ifrr.ftion'. would he not have afted like himfelf, if 
he had -not only left the majority of them in the 
rlcpth of the fall, but enhanced their mifer^' by the 
light cf his partiality to the little flock of the eleft ? 

Once nioic. What becomes of fair dealing, if 
God evcrv where reprcfents fin as the dreadful evil 
which ca' (ls damnation, and yet the moft horrid 
iirs u^ r'r. jor (.cod to fome, and as you intimate " ac- 
torn^l'fli ilirir i'alvation thru' Chrift ?" — And what 
of hoiirjlyy if tlic God of truth himlclf promifcs. that all 
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the families of the earth JhaU be bUJfed in Chrifi, when lie 
has cm fed a va ft. majority of them, with a decree of 
ahfolute reprobation, which excludes them from ob- 
taining an inter«fl: in him, even from the foundation 
of die world ? 

Nay what becomes of his/overeignty hfelf, if it is 
torn from the mild and gracious attributes by which 
it is tempered? If it is held forth in fuch a light as 
renders it more terrible to millions, than the fove- 
reignty of Nebuchadnezzar in the plain of Dura ap- 
peared to Daniel^s companions, wfhcn the form of his 
vifage was changed againfl them, and he decreed that 
they fhould be cfl/? into. the burning fery furnace; for 
they might have laved their bodily life by bowing to 
the golden image which was a thing in their power ; 
but poor reprobates can efcape at no rate : the horri- 
ble decree is gone' forth ; they muft, in fpite of their 
beft endeavours, dwell body and foul with everlajiing 
burnings. 

And let none fay that we wrong the Calvinian de- 
cree of reprobation, when we call it an horrible decree, 
for Calvin himlclf is honeft enough to call it fo, ' Un- 
de fa6lum eft;, tot gentes, una cum libciis eorum 
infantibus xternae morti involveret lapfus Adas 
abfque remedio, nifi quia Deo ita vifum eft? — Deere- 
turn quidem horribile, fateor : inficiare tamen nemo 
poterit, quin praefciverit Deus quem exitum habi- 
turus effet homo, antequam ipfum conderet, et 
ideo prcefcivcrit quia decreto fuo fie ordinarat/ 
That is, ' How comes it to pafs that fo many nations, 
together with their infant cliildren, are by the fall 
of Adam involved in eternal death without reme- 
dy, unlefe it is becaufe God would have it fo ?— 
An horrible decree, I confefs ! Ncverthelefs no-body 
can deny that God foreknew what would be man's 
end before he created him, and that he foreknew 
it becaufe he had ordered it by his decree.' Calv» 
Inft. Book 3, Chap, 23. Seft. 7, 

This is ionie ot the contempt which Calvinifm 
pQurs upon God's perfedions : thefe are ibme of the 
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tlots which It fixes upon his word.— But the mo- 
ment man is confidered as a candidate for heaven, a 
probationer for a blifbful immortality- -the moment 
you allow him what Jrtt grace bedows upon him, 
that is, a day ofjalvahoriy with a talent of living ligftt 
and reftified free-agency, to enable him to v/orkforlije 
faithfully promifed, as well 2iS fratn life freely impart* 
cd — ^the moment I fay, you allow this, all the divine 
perfe6lions fhine with unfullicd luflre ; and as rea- 
lon and majefty returned to Nebuchadnezzar after 
his (hameful degradation, fo confiftency and native 
dignity are rcflored to the abufed oracles of God. 

Having thus fhcwn the inconfiftency of Calvi* 
nifm, and the reafonablencfs of what you call the 
Wcflean, and what we efteem the Chriftian ortho- 
doxy, (fo far at leaft as it refpefts the gracious power 
and opportunity that man, as redeemed and prevent- 
ed by Chrift, has to " work for life" or to wdrk out 
his ownfalvaiion) it is but juft I fhould confider fome 
of the moft plaufible obje£i:ions which are urged 
againfl our doftrine. 

1, Obj. Your Weftean fcheme pours more con- 
tempt upon the divine perfeftions than ours. What 
becomes of God's wifdom, if he gave his Son to die 
for all mankind, when he foreknew that mofl men 
would never be benefited by his death ? 

Anf. (i.) God foreknew juft the contrary: all 
men, even thofe who pcrifh, are benefited by 
Chrift's death ; for all enjoy thro' him a day offalvor 
tioTiy and a thoufand blelTings both fpiritual and tem- 
poral ; and if all do not enjoy heaven for ever, they 
may ftill thank God for his gracious offer, and 
take the blame upon thcmrdves for their obflinate 
rcfufal of it. (2.) God by reinftating all mankind in 
a ftate of probation, for ever fhutsthe mouth of thofe 
who chufe death in the error of their waysy and clears 
himfclf of their blood before men and angels. If he 
cannot eternally benefit unbelievers, he eternally 
vindicates his own adorable perfe6lions. He can 

lay 
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jay to the mod obftinate of all the reprobates, If- 
rad^ ihouhaji dtjiroytd thyjdf \ In mt VfdiSthy help, but 
th(ni wouldejt not come vnto me that thou mightejl have 
life. Thy deflruftion is not fiDxn my decree, but thint 
own determination, 

2. Obj. If God wills aU men to be faved, and yet 

many are damned, is he not difappointed ? And docs 

n9t his difappointment argue that he wants either 

. wifd!^om to contrive the means of fomc men's falva- 

tion, or power to execute his gracious defign ? 

Anf, (i.) God's purpofe is that all men fhallhave 
fuflB-cient grace to believe according to their difpen- 
fation, that he who bdieveth Jhall be J&vedy and ht whty 
belicvetH not flaU be damned, God cannot therefore be 
difappointed, even when man's free agency throws in 
the weight of final unbelief, and turns the fcale of 
probation for. death. (2.) Altho' Chrift is the au- 
thor of a day qffalvation to all, yet he is the author <^ 
eternal falvation to none but to fuch as obey him, by 
working out their own falvation while it is day. 

If you fay that " Suppofing God wills the falva- 
tion of ally and none can be faved but the obedient^ 
lie ftiould make all obey :** Irepry, So he does, by 
a variety of gracious means, which pcrfuade but do 
not force them; for he (ays himfelf, What could I 
have done more to my vineyard than I have done ? " Oh 
but he {ho\x\^ force all by the fovereign power of ir- 
i^fiftiblc grace.*' You might as welt fay that he 
ihould renounce his wifdom, and defeat his own pur- 
pofe: for if his wifdom places men in a ftate of pro- 
oati'on ; the monent he forces them, he takes them 
out of that ftate and overtures his own counfcl : he 
deftroys the work of his hands ; he unmans man, 
and faves him not as a rational creature ; but as a 
ftock or ftone. Add to this. t\\2X forced obedience is 
a contradiftion in terms ; it is but another word for 
difobedience, at leaft in the account of him who fays, 
My fon, give me thy heart : obey me' with an uncon- 
ftrained, free, and chearful will. In a word, this 
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many are wilBngty ignorant of^ that ^hcn 
he wills oUmek to k/ated, he wills them i 
as ME N, according fo his own method oi 
laid down in the abovc-metitioned fcrip 
not in their own way of wilful difobedietn 
Calvin's fcheme of irrefifirblegface. 

3. Obj. " You may fpeak again ft irrrjij 
but we arc' perfuaded that nothing fhort c 
ficient to maice us believe ; for St. Johnr 
that the Jews, towards whom it was Ho 
COULD not betievty 

Anf. (1.) Jofeph faidto his miftrefs Ho\ 
this great zvickednefs ! But this does not ; 
he was not able to comply with hex rea 
had been fo minded. The truth was, u 
the Pharifees had bury*d thd'^ talent^ and 
could not improve it; while others had fo 
God, that he had taken it from them ; they 
unto death. But moft of them obftinatel] 
evil, which was an infurmountable hir 
faith ; and to them our Lord faid. How ca 
who receive honor one of another ! (2.) I w 
modem predcftinariaris fhould make fo m' 
fcripture, when St. Auguftin their father, 
feeming difficulty with the utmoft readi] 

* you afk mc, fays he, why the Jews coi 
^ lieve : I quickly anfwer^ Becaufe they w 

* for God forefaw their evil will, and for 

* the prophet ; and if he blinded their eyes 

* wills deferved this alfo.' They obftinatel • 
will not fee." and God juftly faid at laft, " 1 
fee." 

4. Obj. You frequently mention the 
the taUnts, but take care to fay nothing of 
ble of the dry bones, which fhews not onl^i 
dity of fuppofing that man can work for li 
propriety of expoftulating with fouls as ' 
fpintual life, as the dry bones to which E2 
phefied» 
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Anf. If you read .that piirablc without cominent, 
you will fee that it is not defcriptive of the fpiritual 
(late of fouls, but of the political condition pf the 
Jews duriiCig their captivity in Babylon, They were 
icattercd throughout Chaldea as dry boner in a valley ; 
nor was there any human probability of their being 
coUefted to form again a political body. Therefore 
God to chear their defponding hearts, favoured Eze- 
kiel with the vifion of the r£furre6lion of the dry 
bones. (2,) This vifion proves juft the reverfe of 
what fome imagine* For the dry bones are thus def- 
er i bed by God himfelf. Thefe bones are the whole houft 
ef Ifrael, Behold, they fay ^ (this was the language of 
their -defpairing minds) our bones are driedy our hope is 
lofl, we are cut off .for our parts, . Here thefe Ifraelites 
compared to drv bones, even before Ezekiel prophe- 
fied, and the Spirit entered into them, knew their 
mifery, andx:omplained of iilaying, Our bones are dri- 
tfi up. How far then were they from being as in- 
fenlible as corpfes ? (3.) The prophecy to the dry bones 
did not confift in thrcatnings and exhortations ; it was 
only of the declarative kind. Nor was the promifc 
of their refurreciicn fulfilled in the Calvinian way, 
that is irreftjiibly.. For altho* God had faid, / loiU 
open your graves, that is, your prifons, and bring; you 
eut of them into your own land; wc find that multitudes 
when tlieir graves were opened, chofe to continue 
in them. For when Nehemiah and Ezra breathed, un- 
der God, coaru Te into the drv bones, the Jcwifli 
captives difperfcd tliroughout Chaldea. many pre- 
ferred the land of their captivitv to their own land, 
land rcfufcd to return : fo that after all, their politi- 
cal refarreftion turned upon their own choice. 

5. Obj. We do not aho<jether go by the parable of 
the dry bones, v. hen we affirm there is no abfurdlty 
in preaching to fouls as dead as corpfes. We have 
the example of oar Lord as well a> tliat of Ezekiel, 
Did he not fav to Lazarus when, he was dead and 
baryed, Can! forth ? 

Anf. 
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' Aiif. lPC%riftlitdcmnfeJILtx«riit«MltoftKe||iM 
wiilhoiit giving htm fower to come fbitb, hh InetilS 
n^ould have hiidfome reaibn to fuTpeft that he wdfH^' 
jUu hmfif. How miA;h more, if they Ifad libifcit 
liim call a thou&nd corp&t out of their siives^ db^ 
tMBUQCtng to aH, that if thev did not rife they' IhouU' 
be o^ tii<9 a kike ffjm^ an« eaten M by « itfvnii tlU^' 
dMi noe / It it matter df faft that Cnriu; never coiv-' 
manded but one dead man to come out c^ the-'l^ri^ 
and the iaftant he gave him the command, he gaviif 
him alio power to obey it«^ Hence we conclude that 
M the Lord cmM&ndsf^ men eoery n^hete'io 'nfetU^ he' 
gives them all powet fo to do. But fomcCalvimftV 
argue juft ^e reverie. Chrift, lay they, called xM 
tOTof^ without ufing any intreat^, threatriin^ or pr^ 
mile, and he gave it power to obey ; therefore nr Mi| 
lie call& am hundred dead ibuls, andinforceshis caB 
with the ereateft variety df cxpbftulations, throiS' 
flings ana promifesy he g^ves. power to obey onlv'ti^ 
two or three. What an inference is this-! Ho^ 
worthy of the caufe which it fupportsi 

In how contemptible a light does our Lord ap^ 
pear if he fays to fouis as dead as Lazarus in the grave^ 
Jill the day long have IJiretched out my hands unto you 
Turn ye: fVby will ye die f Let the toicked fiyifake ha^ 
'Ofay, and I will have mercy upon him : But if he wS 
n9t turn^ I will whet my /wordy Ihavekent my how diM 
made it ready ; / have a^o pr^ared for him the infir*^ 
ments pf death f 

I once faw a paHienate man unmercifully beating 
and damning a blind horfe, becaufe He did not take 
to the way in which he would have him go ; and I 
came up jufl when the poor animal fell a lamed vio 
tim to its driver's madnefs. How did* I upbraid him 
with his cruelty, and charge him with unparalleled 
extravagance ! But i now a(k if it is not more than 
paralleled by the condu6l of tHe imaginary beinfe 
whom feme recommend to the world, as a w^ife ztA 
merciful God. For the befotted driver for feme mi' 
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nules expoftulated in his way with a 'living tho* 
-blind horfc ; but the fuppofed Maker of the Calvi- 
nian deci^ees cxpoftulatcs all the. day Ung with fouls 
not only a$ blind as beetles, but as dfod as corj3fes. 
Again, the former had fome hopes of prevailing 
with his living bead to tarn ; but what hopes can 
the lateer have to prevail with dead corpfes, or with 
ibuls as dead as they? What man in his fcnfes ever 
attempted to make a corpfe turriy by threatning it 
Jword in hand; or by bending the bow and levelling an 
arrow at its cold and putria heart ? 

But fuppofe the refurreftion of Lararus, and th^t 
■of the dry bones, did not overthr6w Calviniim, 
Avould it, be realonable to lay fo much flrefs upon 
them f Is a dead foul in every rcfpcft like a dead 
body; and is moral d^b^oXuXtXy like natural death ? Can 
a parabolical vifion wrcfted from its obvious mean- 
ing, fuperfedc the plaineft declarations of Chrift, 
'who pcrfonally addreffes fmncrs as free agents ? 
Should not metaphors^ comparifons, and parables 
be fuffercd to walk creft like reafonable man ? Is 
it right to make them go upon all four like the flu- 
pid 05C ? What loads of heterodoxy have degraded 
parables brought into the church ! And how fuccefs- 
fiilly has error carrj'ed on her trade^ by dealing in 
figurative expreflions taken in a literal fpnfc ! 

This is tny hody^ fays Chrift, " Therefore bread 
IS flefh, fays the Papift, and tranfubftantiation is 
true." — Theft dry bones are the houfe of Ifrael, fays the 
Lord. " Therefore Calvinifm is true, fay my ob- 
jcftor, and we can do no more towards our 
"convcrfion, s than dry bones towards their rcfjr* 
reftion,**— £0/? finners are rejjrefcntcd in the goC- 
pel as a loft piece of filver : ThctcFore, fays the au- 
thor of Pictas Oxonicniisj they can no more feck 
God) than the piece could feck the woman who 
had loft it, ^Chrift is the Son of God, fays St. Peter: 
*' Therefore, fays Arius, he is not coctemal with 
the Father, for I am not fo old as my parents/* 

D And 
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kAnd I. who have a light to be as wife «& 
ihcm, hearing our Lord fay that thtjtvtn chui 
Jtven candUJlkks, prove by il that tlie feven cl 
can no more repent than three pair and half 
dlefticks, or if you pleafe, feven pair of fi 
And ill all we pretend to overthrow the , 
tenor of the fcripture by fuch conclufions as 
Shall not rather unprejudiced perfons of eve 
nomination, agree to turn fuch arguments out 
Chriftian church, with as much indignat: 
Chiift turned the oxen outof the Jcwifh tem 

Permit mc honored Sir, to give you two oi 
inflanccs more, of an undue (Iretching of foi 
ticular words, for the fupport of fome Calvir 
-rors. According to the oriental ftile a follo' 
.wifdom is called ^ fon of zvi/dom, and one ths 
ates from licr patJis as /o7i of folly. By tk 
niode of fpcech, a wicked man, confidered as v 
is called Satan, a/on of Belial^ a child of iht zifit 
and a child of the devil. On the other hand 
wJio. turn.; from the devil's works, and dc 
works of God by believing in him, is called 
or ajhn of God. Hence the pafTing from tb 
of Satan to the ways of God, was naturall) 
convcrfwn and nezi: birth, as implying a turnir 
fm, a paffiiig into the family of God, and 
numbered among the godly. 

PIcnce fomc divines, who. like Nicodemi 
nalize the exprcixiuns o? new birth, child of Gt 
fun uf God, iillcrt that if men who once wal 
God's ways, ttun buck even into adultery, 
and inccd, they arc fllU Ccd's dear people an 
faiii ch.ddraj, in tlie gafpcl-lcnfc ofthe words, 
aik, '• Can a man be a c]iild of God to-day 
"•• child of the devil to-morrow? Can he I 
'• this week, and unborn the next?" An 
ihcfc que (lions tliey as much th!r=]: they hav 
ibrown the doclrinc of holinefs and one hal 
bible, as honcll Niccdcmus fuppofcd he ha( 
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lifhed the doftrine of regeneration, and flopped our 
Lord's HKiuth, when he faid, Can a man enter - a Jk" 
€ond time into his mother^ s womb and be born ? 

The queflions of our brethren would be eafily an- 
fwered, if fetting afide the oriental mode of fpeech, 
they fimply afked, " May one who has ceafid to do 
evil, and learned to da well to-day ; ccafc to do well, 
and learn to do evnl to-morrow ?'* To this we could' 
direftly reply: If the dying thief, the Philippian 
jailor, and multitudes of Jews, in one day went over 
from the fons of folly to the fons of wifdom ; where 
is the abfurdity of faying they eould mcafure the 
fame way back again in one day ; and draw back in- 
to the horrid womb of fin as eafily as Satan drew 
back into rebellion, Adam into difobedience. David 
int® adultery, Solomon into idolatry', Judas into 
trcafon, and Ananias and Sapphira into covelouf- 
nef? ? When Peter had fhcwn himfclf a hlfjffd fon of 
heaventy wifdom. by confeffing Jefus Chrift; did 
he even flay till the next day to become a Jon 
of folly by following the wifdo7n which is ecrtJdy^ fru' 
Jual and devilifh 9 Was not our Lord dircftly obliged 
to rebuke him with the utmofl fevcrity, by faying, 
Get thee behind me. Satan ? 

Multitudes, who live in open fin, build their 
hopes of heaven upon a fmiilar niiftake, I mean up- 
on the unfcriptural idea which they fix to the fcrip- 
tural wordfieep, '• Onc^ I heard the fiepherd^'svoiee^ 
favs one of tlicfc Laodicean fouls ; IfolUvfed kim, and 
therefore I was one of h\s fieep \ and now. tho* I 
jollcii) the voice of a Jiran^\cr who leads me into all 
manner of fins, into adultery and murder, I am un- 
doubtedly a ^2f'fj{> flill ; for it was never heard that 
a fhcep became a goat.'* Such perfons do not ob- 
ferre, that our Lord calls fhcep thofe who- hear his 
voice, and goats thofe who follow that of the tempter. 
Nor do they confider that if Saul, a grievous wolf 
breathing Jlaiighter againfl Chrifl^'s flicep, 2ind making 
' havoc k of his liitiejlock^ could in a fhort time be chang- 
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t,i\ both mtt> a fhc^p acid a ftcphcrcJ; DaVidL an 
hnrmlcfs fhccp, coiild in as (hoit a time commence a 
fLo'Ai with Bathfhcba, and prove a wolf in (Keep's 
clothing to her hufl>jncl. 

Pardon mc, hoTiOurcd Sir, iftomakcnivini(biken 
brethren afh«m'd of their argument, I dedicate to 
Them the following foliloqiiv, wherein I reafon up 
on the.r own phn. ' Thofe very Jews whom the 

* baptift and our Lord caird a brood of vipers, and^er- 
' prnts, v/crc foon after compared to ckickni^ whiclr 
' Chrirt w«:nt(*d ^) ^atieras ahcn does htr brood. What 

* a wonderful change was here ! The vipers became 

* chickens ! Now as it was never heard that chickeni 
' becam? vipers, I conclude that thofe Jews, eveo 
' when they came about our Lord like fat bulls cj 

* Bafan, like ramping avd roaring lions^ were true 
' chickens flilU And indeed why fbould net they 

* have been as true chi^kens^ as David was a true Jheip 

* when he' murdered Uriah ? I abhor the doftrine 
^ which maintains that a man may be a chick or a 

* fhecp to-dav,and a viper or a goat to-morrow^.* 

* But I am a little embarrafs'd. If none go to hell 

* but f^oats^ and none to lieavcn but Jheep^ where 

* fhall the chi-kejis go? Where" the wolves in Jheep^s 

* doathui/^ ? And in what limbus of heaven or hell 

* fhall we put that fox Herod, the dogs who return 

* to their vomit, and thc/mne ^ before whom we muft 

* 7wt caji our pearls ? Are they all fpecies of goats, or 

* fome particular kind of fheep ? 

' My diCicultcs increafc. The church is call'da ! 

* dove, and Enhratm a fUy dove? Shall the filly dove 
' be admittc(l among the ^tf^*/? ? Her cafe feems ra- 

* ther doubtful. The hair of the fpoufe in the can- 

* tides is like wife faid to be like a flock of goats, and 

* Chrifl's fliephcrds arc reprefented as/<rtfi^i«^ kids, or 
^ young goats befidcs their tents* I wonder if thofe ^cttn^ 

* goats became young fheep, or if they "were all 

* doom'd to continue reprobates ! But what puzzlcj 

* me moft, is that the Babylonians arc in the fame 
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♦ verfe compar'd to lambs^ rams, and goats : Were 

* they mongrel cleft, or mongrel reprobates, or fomc 
*■ of Elifba Cole's fpiritual monfttrs, in whom the fpi" 
' rit had begotten a luynp of dead jlejJi ?* 

I make this ridiculous foliloqjuy to flicw the abfur- 
dity and danger of reding weighty do6lrines upon fo 
fandy a foundation as the particular fenfe which fome 
good men give toa few fcriptural cxpreflions ftretch'd 
and abus'd on the rack of my countryman Calvin ; 
cfpecially fuch expreflions as thcfe, a child of God^ a 
Jlieep^ 2igoat, and above all, ihc dead in fin. 

Upon this laft exprelTion you feem, honoured Sir, 
chiefly to place the merit of your caufe with refpe6]fe" 
to " working for life" ; witnefsthc following words : 
" That we are to work for life is an aflertion mod 
exceedingly fclf-contradiftory, if it be a truth that 
man is dead in trefpajfes and fns,*' Had you given 
yourfelf the trouble of reading with any degree of at- 
tention the 42d page of the vindication, you would 
have feen your difficulty propos'd and folv*d ; Wit- 
nefs the following words which conclude the folu- 
tion ; " In this fcriptural view of free grace, whatr 
room is there for the ridiculous cavil, that Mr. W^ 
wants the dead to work for life." Had I been iit 
your place I confefs, honoured Sir, I could not have 
produc'd that cavil again, without attempting at Icafl; 
tx) wipe off the ridicule put upon it. I iliould think. 
ti*uth has better wepaons to defend herfelf than a 
vaiL I grant that the reverend Divine whofe fecond 
you are, has publickly cajl a vail over all my argu- 
ments, under the name ofmijlakes : but could-you pof- 
libly think that his vail was thick enough to cover' 
them from the eyes of unprejudic'd readers, and* pal- 
liate your anfwering, or I'ceming to anfwer rn^ with- 
out taking notice of my arguments? But if you c a ft 
a vail over them, I fliall now endeavour to do your*s 
juftice and clear the matter a little farther, 

L Availing yourfelf of St. Paul's words to the 
Bphefiana and Cblof&ans, You hath lie quicken' d, who 
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Zi*eri dtnd in irefpajfes end Jins^ and you being dead in 
your fins hath he amcken'd together with him ; you dwell 
upon the abfjrdity of " expe£^ing living anions front 
a dead corpfc,'* or living works from a dead foul. 

(i) I wonder at the partiality of (bine perfbns. If 
wc ailcit that Hrong believers are dead to Jtn^ they 
tell us vci-y pn)perly tiiat fuch are not fo dead hut they 
may commit (in if they pleafe, or if they are off their 
watch : But if we fay that many who are dead infia^ 
are not fo dead but in the ftrength imparted togethef 
witli f/te light that enlightens every man, they may leave 
oH* fome of their iins if they pleafe, we are exclaimed 
againfi a> ufmg mecaphyiical di{lin£kions, and dead 
mud abiblutely mean impotent as acorpje* 

(t.) The word dead Sec, is frequently ufed in the 
ftri])turcs to denote a particular degree of help lefTnefs 
and inadivity vciy ihort of the total helpleHheis of a 
corpic. We read of the deadness of 6arah*^s zoomby 
snd of Abraham's body being deap^ and he muft be m 
flrotig Calvinift indeed, who, from fueh expreflions, 
peremptorily afferts, that Sarah *s dead wemb was as 
unfit for conception, and Abraham's dead, body far ge^ 
ncration, as ii they both had been " dead' corpfes^* 
Clirift writes to the church of Sardis, / knuw thy 
zoorks ; thou hajt a name to live, and art dead : but it 
is evident tliat dead as they were, fomething re^ 
rt:i}ted alive in them, tho', like theixnoaking flax, it 
was ready to dit: Witnefs the words that follow, be 
zv.'Ui hfuly and firengthert the things which remain, that 
arc rcoiiy to die. Now Sir, if the dead Sardians could 
^ work fi)r life,'* hy Jt'^^engihening the things belonging 
to fhe Chriflian which remained in them ; is it mo- 
deft to decide c cathedra, that the dead Ephefians 
and Coloflians could not as well woik for life by 
frren^tkniBg the things that remained and were ready to 
die under their own difpenfetion ? Is it not evident 
that a beam oi the light of the world ftill {hone in their 
hcijtts, or that the spirit {iiWftrove with them? I-f they 
Jiad abroluiely qucnrh'd him, would he have helped 
them to believe ? And if they had not, was not there 
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ibmcthtng of the li^ht zohkh enlightois every man remain- 
ing in them ; with which they both could, and did 
work for life, as well as the dead Sardians ? 

(3.) The abfurdity of always meafuring the mean- 
ing of the word dead by the idea of a dead corpfe, ai>- 
pears from fevcral other fcriptures. St. Paul fpeak- 
mg of one who grows wanton againfi Chrift, fays, Jhe 
that liveth in pUafiire is dead while Jhe tiveth. Now if 
this means that {he is entirely devoid of every degree 
of fpi ritual life, what beccmes of Calvinifm? Sup- 
pofc all that bve in pteafufe are as dead to God a& 
corpfes ; what became of the evertiajiing iife of Lot, 
when he liv'd in pUafure with his daughters? Of 
David with Batfheba, and Solomon with his idola* 
trous wives? When the fame apoftlo obfervcs ta 
the Romans that their body was dead hecauje of Jin\. 
did he really meax) they were alieady dead corpfes ? 
And when he adds, fm revived and /died, did Cal-» 
vinian death really pafs upon him ? Dead as he was, 
could not he complain like the dry bones, and aflt, 
whojhall deliver me from this body of death ? Again, 
when our Lord fays to Martha, Atf Ma^ believetm 
in 7ne, tha' he were i>v.Ai>yetJhallhe live, does he not 
intimate that there is a work confiftcnt with the de- 
gree of death of which he fpcaks ? A believing out of 
death into life ? A doing the work of God for life, ycat 
lor eternal life ? 

(4.) From thefc and the like fcriptures it is evident 
that there arc different degrees of fpiritu^l death, 
"which you perpetually confound. (1.) Total death^ 
or a full departure of the Holy Spirit. This pafs'd 
upon Adam, and all mankind in him, when he lof^ 
God's moral image, fell into feMifti nature, and waa 
buried in fm^ guilt, fliamc, and horror. (2.) Death 
freely vifitcd with a feed of life in our fallen repre- 
feputivc, and of couife in all his pofterity, duringr 
th e day of their vilitation. (3.) Death opprefling this 
living feed, and hUdiug it in unrighteoufnefsj which 
was the deathoithc fiphcQans and Ccloflians. (4.) 

Death 
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.Detth prevailing agaiinover the living -fa 
M had been powerful qiHcktntdy and buiyini 
and wickednefs. 1 his was the death ot S 
ring his apoftacy, and is ftill that of all whc 
lieved, but now kve in Laodicean eafe • oi 
pka/uTt* And (5.) the death of confinned 1 
who, by abfolutely quenching thcfffirit of Uft 
'3frf^ the ^d Adam, are fallen into the mifet 
or nature and total helpleiTnefs in which 
Adam was, when God preached to him the 
his quickening grace. Thefe are laid by St. 
be iwict dead; dead .by Adam's tetal apoll 
Gmdf and dead by their own perfonal and € 
tacy from the iight of thetoorld. 
t II. The foundation of the Crifpian Bah 
rally laid in tfrnju^on* When you have cch 
Jill the degrees of %|britual deatn, we may 
expcft to fee* you confound all ihe- degrees o 
lifei which out Lord meant when he &id^ 
ihaJt thty-may hav^ Ufe^ and that they may hm 
abundantly • *' All that are quickened, do yo 
^ pardoned and juflified." As if a man c 
be quickened to fe6 his fins and reform, befc 
qutickmed fo to believe in^ Chrifl as to receive 
don- and Juftification mentioned CoL ii.. 
Rom. V. 1^ . 

If you read the fcripturcs without preju* 

will fee that there arc ieveral degrees of fpii 

or quickening power, (i.) The living Ug 

Jkines in the darkntfs of every man, during tJ 

his vifitation. (e.) Th^ life of the retumin 

whether he has always lived in open fin as 

lican,. or once walked in the ways of God i 

(^) The life of the heathen, who like^ 

fears God and workp righteoufnefs according to 

and is. accepted in his difpenlation. (4.) T 

the pious Jew, Who like Samuel fears Goi 

youth* This degree of life is far fupcrior to 

^edingy being chexiihedby the traditiona of 
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vx hs,- the bodks of the old teAamertt, the facratBeats^ 
pricfby propliets^ temple, fabbatks^ facrifices, and 
other means of grace belonging to the JewHh oeco* 
nomy. (5,) The life of the feeble Chviflian or diieiple 
of John, who is baptized with water unia repentance/or 
the rtmiffion cfjins, and believing in the Lotmb of God 
immediately pointed out to him enjoys the blcfling$ 
of the primitive Chriftians before the day of Pentecoft. 
And (6.) The ftill mote abundant life, the life of the 
adult or pei fe£l Chriftian, imparted to him when the 
love of God, or power from on high, is plentifully 
fhed abroad in his believing foul, on the day that 
Chrift baptizes him zvtth the Holy Ghoft and mth^re, to 
janElify him mhoUy ^ndjtalhivi, untathe day of redemption* 

III. When you have overlooked all the degrees 
of fpiritual death and life, what wonder is ift that you 
ihould confound all the degrees of ^^rr^^K^« and di- 
vine /dtvor, with which God blefles the Children of 
jncn. Fermit me honored Sir to bring alfo this article 
of the Chriftlan faith out of the Calvinian tower 
of Babel, where it h^s top long been detained. 

(i.) I have already proved, that,, in conie«[uence 
of the love of benevolence and pity, with which 
G9d loved the world, and through the propitiation whic)^ 
Chrift made for thefifu of the whole world, the free gift 
of an accepted time and a 4^ offalvaHon came vpork> ati 
men. In this fenfe they are all accepted, and fent to 
worh in the vineyard of their refpeftivc difpenfationd* 
This degree of acceptance, with the feca of light, 
life and power that accompanies it, is certainly pre- 
vious to anv work ; and in virtue of it infants and 
complcat idiots go to heaven, /ay offuch is the kingdom 
of God, As they are not capable of burying or improv* 
ing their talent of inferior acceptance, they are ad- 
mitted with it to an inferior degree of glory, 

(2.) While many abandonee Heathens, . and thofe 
who follow their abominable ways bury their talent 
to the laft, and lofe it together with the degree of 
acceptance, they once enjoyed i» ot tjirough the j?e- 
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loved \ fome, by improving it, are accepted in an 
higher manner, and like Cornelius receive tokens of 
increadng favor. The love of pity and benevo- 
lence which God bore them, is now mixed with 
iomc love of complacence and delight. 

(3.) Faithful Jews, or thofe who are under their 
difpcnfation, improving a Pjperior number of talents, 
are accepted in a fuperior manner, and as a token of 
it they arc made ruUrs over Jive cities, they partake of 
greater grace here, and greater glory hereafter, 

(4.) John the Baptifl and his difciplcs, I mean^ 
ChHflians who have not yet been baptized with the 
Holy Ghoft, and with fire, are yet more highly ac- 
cepted ; for John, and the foals who live up to the 
height of his difpcnfation, are grecrt in the fight and 
favor of the Lord, They exceed all thofe who at- 
tain only to the perfeftion of inferior occonomies. 

(5.) But thofe Chriftians, who live in the king- 
dom of God, which was opened to believers on the 
day of pentecofl, 'vvhofe heart burns with his love, 
and flames with his glory, are accepted in a ftill 
higher degree ; for our Lord informs us, that great 
as John himfelf was, thi leajl in the kingdcm of God is 
greater than he, and as a token of fuperior acceptance 
he fhall be made ruler over ten cities : he fhall enter 
more deeply into the joy and glory of his Lord. 

Altho' concurrence with grace given, is necejfary in j 
order to thefc four laft degrees of acceptance, none 
enjoys them but in and thro' the beloved ; for as his 1 
blood is the meritorious fpring of all our pardons, fo 
his Spirit is the incxha-uftible fountain of all our 
graces. Nor are we lefs indebted to him for power 
to be workers toget/ur with God in the great bufinefs of 
our falvation, than for all the other wonders of his 
unmerited goodnefs and redeeming love. 

Let no body fay that the doftrine of thefe degrees 
of acceptance is founded upon metaphyseal diftinc- 
tions, and exceeds the capacity of iimple Chriftians ; 
for a child ten year& old undcrftands that he- may be 
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accepted: to run ft race, before he is accepted* to rei 
ceivc the prize; and that a' man may be accepted as 
a chy^abourcr^ and not as a fervant ; be as a Jttward^ ' 
and not as a cAi/^/, as ?i friend and not as 2iftoviJe. All 
thefe degrees of acc^^^wctf are very. xliftintl, and the 
coafufion of them evidently belongs tathe Calvinian 
Babel. 

IV. As we have .confidered three of the walls oF 
your tower ; it will not be amifs to call a look upon 
the fourth, whic^h is the utterly confounding of the 
four degrees that make up a glorified faint's eternal 
juftification, ( i .) That which paffes upon all infants 
univerfally, and is thus defcribed by St, Paul, As by 
the offence of mie judgment came upon all men to condemn 
nation; even fo by '.the righteoufnefs of one ^ the free gift 
came upon all men^ unto -prticnt jujiif cation from ori- 
ginal fin, and future juflijication oj Ufe upon their re- 
penting, and believir^ in the Hght, during the day of 
their vi/itation. In confequence of this degree of juf- 
tification we may, without impeaching the veracity 
of God, fay to every creature, Godfo loved the zvorld^ 
that he gave his only begotten fon, to reconcile them unto 
himfdf net imputing to them original fin unto eternal 
death, and blotting out their perfonal tranfgreflious 
in the moment they believe with the heart unto righ* 
ieo^fnefs, 

(2.) The juftification corifequeiit uponiuch believ- 
ing, is thus defcribed by St. raul. This blefling of 
faiih imputed for righteoufntfs fhali be ours, if we belieife 
on him that was raifedfrom the dead for our jnjlifica-' 
tion.—^'iVe have believed in jfefus Chrifi ; that we might It 
JUSTIFIED by the faith ofChrift, and not by the works of 
the- law, '^Therefore being justififd by faith we have 
peace with God thro* onr Lord Jfefus Chrijt^ &c. 

((^.) Tlie juftification confequent upon bringing 
forth the fruit of a lively faith m the truths that be- 
long to our difpenfation ; this juftification is thus 
mentioned by St. Jajnes. Rahah the harlot wasjufli' 
Jied by works*- ^Abraham our father wdsjufljfied by-works* 
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— Vir jfe thtn how hy wffrks a inan isj-ujtificd and net h 
fgith only. 

KnA (4.) final jufti^ation tlius afTerted fey out Lord 
ami St. PauL In the day of judgment by thy words Jhatt 
thou be iujiiftdy zndibythy words fiialt thou be condemn- 
ed. Ctrcumci/ion and ujicircumcijion avail nothings but 
the keeping of the comtnafidmcut^^ for the doers of the law 
fholi be jufifedA 

All thcfe degrees of juftification are equally merited 
by Chrift. We do nothing in order to the firft, be- 
caufe it finds us in a (late of total death. Towards 
the feoond we believe by the power freely given us in 
the ftiil, and by the additional help of Chrift's word 
and the Spirit's agency. We work iy faith in order to 
the third. And we continue believing in Chrift and 
tvorkingto^ether with Gody as we have opportunity^ in 
ordcrto the fourth. 

The preaching diftinftly thcfe four degrtcs of a 
gloriiied faint's ctemaljuftification is afttended With 
peculiar advantages. The firft juftification engages 
the finner's attention, encourages his hoj>e, and 
draws his heart by love. —The fecond wounds the 
felf-righteous Pharifee, who works, without believ- 
ing, while it binds up the heart of the returning pub- 
lican, who has no plea but God be merciful to vie a firi' 
ner. — 1 he third detcfts the hypocrify and blafts the 
vain hopes of all Antinomians, who inftead of (heav- 
ing their faith by their works, deny in works the Lord 

that 

+ ThHe four dfgrew of a glorified faint*s eternal juftificatiofi are 
jnentioncd in the preceding Checks, tho* not fo diftin^lly-aistkey ar€ 
here. If treating of our prefent julhfication by fakh, and of juftifi- 
cation hy woi-ks in the day of judgment, I have called ihcm our 
•' firll and fecond juftification," it was not to c^cclude the other 
two, but to attack gi-adually reigning prejudice, and accommodate 
myff^lf to tlic language of my honored opponent, who calif djii/^* 
xntivn in the day oj judgment a fecond juft^ication. I (hould have been 
mure exa£l at Hill; but I was fo intent in demonftrating the tkini^y 
t]iat I did not think then of contending for the moft <propcriui»^> 
Nor di<l I fee then of what importance it is, to drag tlur monftcr 
error out of the den of cortjufion in which he hides hiinfelf. 
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thta^Uu^ht tktfkj and put him to an dpea'j/kiitme*'^An<i 
while me fourth mikes even sl Fdix trtnubk^ it cauiies 
b^lieve^s (o pa(s the timeof their (ojourning here in 
bumble fear and chearful watch fulnefs. 

Tho'allthelc degrees of juftification meet in glo- 
rified faifits, -we offer violence to fc'ripture if we 
think with Dr. Crifp that they are infeparable. For 
all the wicked who quench the convincing Spirit^ and 
are finally givtn vp to a reprobate mind, fall from the 
firft, as well as Pharaoh. All who receive the feed 
among thorns^ all who do not forgive their fellow fei- 
vants, all who begin in the [pint and end in theflejhi 
and all who drato back zxidi become y^wj or daughtciTj 
iff perdition^ by falling from the third, lofe the fecond, 
as Hymcneus, Philetus, and Demas. And none 
partake of the fourth but thofe who bear fruit unto 
perfeftion according to one or another of the divine 
difpenlations ; fome producing thirty-feld like Hca- 
fheris, fame JtJCty-fold like Jews, SLnajome an hundred 
fold like Chriflians. 

From the whole it appears tfiat altho' we can ab- 
folutely do nothing towards our firft: juftification. yet 
to fay that neidier faith nor works are required in 
oi'der to the other three, is one of the boldeft, moft 
unfcrlptural, and moft dangerous afffertions in the 
world; which fets afnle the bcft half of thefcripturcs, 
and lets grofs Antinomianifm, come in full' tide upon 
tdie church. t 

Having' thus taken a view of the confufion in* 
which Calvin and Crifp have laid the foundation of* 
ihcir fchemes, I return to the arguments by which 
you fupport their mi'ftakes. 

I. " If you fuppoie, do you fay, that there are any » 
<* conditional works before juftification, thcfe works 
** muft either be the works of one who is in a ftat^ 
<f of nature, xir in a ftate of grace, either condemn- 
" cd by the law or abfolved by the gofpel.'* 
. A new fophifm this! No works are previous to 
juftification from original fm, and to the quickrting 
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litrJil which enlighUus n>cry man that comes into the world. 
And ihe works that a penitent docs in order to thic 
lubfcquent j unifications, fuch as ceafing to do evil, 
learning to do well, repenting, believing, and per- 
I'cvcring in obedient faith, are all done in a (late of 
initial, proyrcfiivc, or perfected grace; not under 
tlic Adamic law which did not admit of repentance, 
but under the gofpcl of Chrift which fays, Let the 
zvirkcd jorfahe his way, and the unrighteous wan his 
thoughts, and L:t him return unto the Lord who will abuv' 
danth pardon his fins, clea^ife him from all unri^htuuf- 
ritjs. and even /// him with thefulnefs of God, 

II. You ])roceed : if a man in a (late of nature does 
works in order to juftincation, they " cannot pleafe 
" God becaufe he is in a (late of utter enmity' againft 
" him.*'. What Sir, do you think, that a man " in 
a ftate of i//tfr enmity againft God" will do any thing 
in order to recover his favour ? When Adam was in 
that ftdte, did he fo mi'di as once a(k pardon ? If 
ho b.ad, would he not have evidenced a defire of te- 
conciliation, and cor.fequently a degree of apoftacy 
fhort of what you call utter enmity ? 

III. You quote fcriptuve: *• He that does.fome- 

tlr.ni: in order to jillification cannot pleafe God. bt- 

cauf' I'if Ts ab.cnat d from the life of God. thro' t/ie ignorance 

thit .s in him^ hei aufe of the blindnefs of his heart,'' An 

unhappy qi'otatici) this: for the apolUe did not 

fpcMl: '.licfe words of thofc honrft Iic..^V('ns, who. in 

obcvilcnccto the liyJU of the world, did fomething in 

or.l.'i to juftificdiion : but oft.'iofr ..bandoncd Pagans," 

who, as lie obftrrvcs in the next vcrfc» hcin ; pajt ftd- 

y'/j .. hn.d nc-y} fhvt fives over unto laf.ivioufnefs^ to work 

oil w 'Iranmf^ tnth rKed:ncfs, '\"^\ -^ lo i.rove that men 

have r.ota i\\\QcA of pov/cr to ,7 -' in.: works of God, 

you pyo'luce men who ha\\" h^iied it, that thcv 

mi^;ht w-^rk all uncleanmfs wii'iout control, yea with 

9rf<'dir.cfi. 

You ^vould have avo^'^'d thi miftake, if you had 
conlideicd that the Heathens mentioned there by St. 

Paul, 



Paul, were of the ftaipp of thofe whom he defcribcs, 
, Rom. i . and whom he reprcfents as gii^€7i vp liy God 
to a reprobate mind, • BECAUSE when they kneio God, they 
glorified hiW not as God, and dtd not like to retain him iti 
their knowledge. Here we may obferve ( u • that thofc 
reprobate Heathens had once fome knowledge of God, 
and of couife fqme /i/l? ; for this is eternal life to 
KNOW God. 2.) That ifthevwere given up, be- 
cause they did not ufe that ta\eni of dtvine knozdlfd^^e^ 
it wa not becaufe they were eternally and uncondi- 
tionally reprobated ; whence 1 brg leave to conclude, 
that if eternal unconditional reprobatioti is a mere 
chimera, {q is likewife eternal unconditional elec- 
tion. 

You might have objeftcd with much more plaufi- 
biljty, that when the Ephtjians wezem thejlejh they zvere 
tuithout hope, without Chrijl, and without God in th€ 
world: And if you had, I would have replied that 
thefe words cannot be taken in their full latitude, for 
the following reafons, which appear to me unan- 
fwerable. (i.) The Ephefians before their convcr- 
lion were rtot totally without hope, but without a good 
hope. They probably had a prefumptuous a hope as 
David in Uriah's bed, or Agag when he thought the 
bitternefs of death was paft. (2.) T\\Q.y were without 
Chnfl, juR as a man who has buried his talent is with- 
out it. But as he may dig it up, and ufe it, if he fees 
his foUy in time ; fo could, and To did the Ephefians, 
(3.) If they were in every fcnfe without Chrift, what 
becomes of the dotlrine maintained in your fourth 
letter, that they " were for ever and for ever com- 
pleat in Chrijl F" (4,) They were not entirely zothout 
God] for in hwi they lived, moved, and had their beinpi^ ; 
nor were they without him as abfolutc reprobates, for 
they knew the day of their vifitation before it was over. 
It remains then that they were zoithout God, as the 
prodigal fon was without his father, when hf» ffd 
jwine in the far country ; and tliat they could and did 
return to their heavenly Father as well as he. 

E a IV. You 
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IV, You go on : ** He who. does fomctliiDg in 
*' order to-ju(lification, not being grafted in Chrift 
** the true vine, cannot bring forth any good fruit; 
'^ he can do nothing at all." I beg, Sir, you would 
produce one man, who hi& not Jinned the fin unto deaths 
that can abfolutely do nothing, that cannot ceafe from 
one fin, and take up the pra&ce of one duty. Yott 
will as foon find a laint in hell as fuch a man upon 
earth. Even ihofc who in their voluntary humility fay 
perpetually, that " thev can dq nothing," refute their 
own doftrinc by their very confeffions; for he who 
ronfeffes his hclplcfTncfs, undoubtedly does- fbine» 
thing, unlcfs by Tome new rule in logic it can be de« 
iDonftrated, that confefling our impotence, and com* 
plaining of our mifery, is *• doing nothing." 

When our Lord fays. Without me ye can do nothing, 
does he fay that we are totally without him ? When 
he declares that no man cometh unto him wilefs the Fa^ 
iher draw him, does he infmuate that the Father does 
Tiot draw all t or that he draws all irrefjlahfy ? or that 
ihofe who arc drawn at one time may not drcao back at 
any other? Is itright to prefs fcripture into the fcr- 
vice of a fyflcm, by draining its meaning fo far be* 
yond the impoi t of the words ? 

Again, though a man may not be *• grafted in 
ChriA." according to the Jewifh or Chriftian difjpen* 
iation ; may he not partake of his quickening fap, ac- 
cording to the more general difpenfation of thatj^w?!^ 
f,race, wlilch has appeared to all men? May not the 
branches in which that favin^ grace appears^ havefbme 
connexion with Chrift the heavenly vine, and bring 
forth fruit meet for repentance, as well as Job and 
liis friends, Melchifedec, Plato, the wife men, Cor- 
nelius, Tome of his foldiers, and many more who 
brought forth fruits according to their difpenfation? 
Does not the firft general j unification fo graft all men 
in him, that if they bear not fruit, during their ac- 
cepted time^ they aie juftly ^rt^^7t away^ caji Jorth, and 

kiirned as barren branches iP 

V, Your 
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V. Your knowledge of the fcripture made you fore-, 
fee this anfwer, and to obviate it yx)u fay ; " if. you 
" tell me that I miftake, that although we muftceafc 
" from evil, repent, &c. yet yoq are far from fup- 
" pofmg we can perform thcfe things in our own na- 
" tural ftrength, I alk then, in whofe ftrength are 
" they perfonned ? You fay, in the ftrcngth of (thrift, 
*' and by the power of the Holy Glioft, according to 
.*' thefe fcriptures, / can do all thiiigs through Chrift 
^^Jlrengthemng me^ being Jircngthciied with might in ilic 
" inner man" 

Permit me to tell you, honored Sir, that I do not 
admire youF quoting fcripture for me. You take care 
to keep out of fight the paflages I have quoted, and 
to produce thofe which are foreign to the queflion. 
To fhew that even a fmful Heathen may work for, as 
well as from life, I could never be fo dcftitute of com- 
mon fenfe as to urge the experience of St, Paul, afa^ 
ther in Chrijl : and that of the Ephefians, who wefc 
Chriftiansj^fl/^^ unto the day of redemption . 

To do juftice to free grace, infbead of the ab^vcv 
mentioned improper fcriptures^ you fhould. have pro- 
duced thofe which I have quoted in the vindication— 
Chrift is the light of the worlds which enlightens every man 
that Cometh into the world — / am come that they mights 
have life — Ye will not come unto me that ye migkt have life*. 
The grace of God which bringeth falvation hath appearedi 
unto all meny. Godlsfpiritji rives with man ^ even with- 
thofe who perifh. He commands oilmen every w/iete to 
repent; nor- does he defire to reap where helms not^ 
Jhwn. 

VI. Such fcriptures as thcfe would have been to* 
the purpofe ; but I excufe your producing ethers ; for • 
if thefe had appeared, you would have raifcd morc- 
duft in fix lines, than you coiild have laid in 60- 
pa^es; and every attentive reader would have de- 
tected the fallacy of your grand aipament : '* as foon 
^^may we €»Mft<^yj|iMMtt|[|^fir^^adead corp'fe ; 
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o^coux^t: half alive; and for exhorting the people of 
Siirdis who were dead^ iojir^ngihen the things that rfr 
ynunu'd and zi'crc ready to die : nor yet upon St. Paul, for 
faying that the dead body of Abraham begat Ifaac, and 
for (peaking of a woman who was dead zuhiUJhe lived, 

IX. "^'ou go on and fay, that '• it is as abCurd to talk 
*' of working for life, as to aflert that we can be at the 
'• fame time loved and hated of God." But you for- 
get, Sir, that there arc a thoufand degrees of love and 
hatred; and that, in the fcripture language, laving UJs 
is called ^a^y?2^i^: Jaich have I loved^ and Efau hovel 
hated. Except a man hate his father^ ^c. he cannot k 
my difciple* Yea, and we can without abfurdif^ fay, 
that we love. the fame perfoa in one refpefl, and hate 
her in another. I may love a woman as a neighbour, 
and yet loath her if I confider her in the capacity of a 
wife. And what abfurdity is there in afferting, . that 
while the day of grace lafts, God loves, and yet hates 
an impenitent finner ? He loves him as his redeemed' 
crcdture, yet hates him as his rebellious creature : or, 
in other term**, he loves him with a love of benevo- 
lence ; but has no more love of complacence forJiini| 
than for the devil himfclf. 

X. You proceed: '• to talk of working for life is 
" not lefsdbfurd, than if you were to fuppofe,. that a 
'' man can be at the fame moment one with Chriftby' 
** his fpirit dwelling in the heart, and yet not have 
" redemption, peace, and ivconciliationby the bleed 
** of hiscrofs." Here is, if ^I miftake not, the lan- 
guage of Babel. 

1.. You confound the various degrees of redemption. 
Are nT)t thoufands of fouls redeemed by the bLod of 
Chrifls.crofs, who arc not yet redeemed by the •iomr 
Qf his fpirit? May not every rebellious fuirier out of 
hell fay, God redeemiETii my life from deJlruElion ? Is 
it not a degree of redemption to be kept out of the 
enjoying the good things of this life, and called to fe- 
ture the bleflings of the next? Did not Cain, Efau, 
rhaiaoh, Ssiul, aud Judas, the five great. re|!Eobatcs, 
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iirrotne' account them, enjoy tfab degree of red<!mp- 
tion for many years ? Have not 'believers an higher 
degree of redemption, even th^^forgivenefs of their 
Jinf^ And do not they wait for the- higheft degree of 
ity even, the rbdimption of their My* when the 
trump-of Cod will ibund, and wake the dead ? Rom. 
viii.' 23^ 

fi. As you- confound M the degrees of ' redemption^ 
ii^youdb all the degrees of the manUkflation of the 
Sftrit. He vitits all,' foasto y?nt;f zmth and reprove 
tVem- as he-did mankind in the days of Noah: but 
tkisisno mark that their j^^^ is made, and a firm 
reconciliation brought about; witnefs the deluge, 
whi<>h God'fent upon thofe with whom his Spirit 
had particularly ftriven 1 20 years in the days of 
Noali — Again fome have thejpirit of bondage unto 
fifari but thifij far from being a fign that they have 
full reconciliation^ is a divine confcioufnefs that they 
h^ve it notr And others have had the fpirit of adop- 
tioH)- and ater having begun in him- fb grieve or 
quench him-as to end in the flefh» But in the CaU 
vi^i^ian Babel thefe fcriptural, experimental dtftinc- 
tions are exploded as metaj^yilcal, if not dreadfully 
heridcal. 

XI. You proceed : " you will not afiert that a fotil 
•* who is quickened tc^ther with Chrift, and in 
**"whom -the fpirit of Jefus dwells by his gracious in- 
*^ fluences can be in a ftate of enmity with God.** 
Still the fame confounding of things which (hould 
be carefully diftinguifhed ! May not a finner *' be 
quickened" by the feed of life, and yet hold it in 
unrighteou/nefs P May not a backflider amcify ChrUt 
afrefi in " the gracious influences of his fpirit r* 
And are not fuch perfons <' in a (late of enmity 
with God ?" But if by a " foul quickened together 
" with Chrift and in whom the fpirit of Jefus dwells,** 
you mean a believer compleatly baptized with the 
Holy Ghojt and with Jire^ m whom he that once vi- 
(ited as a monitor now fuUy refides as a comforter 1 

you 
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.vou M9 riglitf theertiliiiysocarcsitbie- eanwl mmdi 

ju/tmmnmade.perftSinkve* . . , 

. . Xllr You-ada : ** If .a man Is not .in m ftaici off 

** mityi thenhc muftbein a ftaie of pardon and 

.M CQnciJi^Uoai/r W.hat, : Sir !: Ih Ith^ n#^ ficdnotj 
between thele extremes ? There is, as furely^ i|ft.tftj 

.morning. d^wn/jint^rvDoes .betwcfbn aMtdni^t.4dnl| 

•noon-dAy^ If the king Ays to ibirie i«bdi^ i* v^rl 
down your anus, furrecider» .kHb ijsy' Ic^ and^ 
ib^ll be.f^rdoxied ;.' the reconciliatk>tion the.lEinf|k 

. part IB ufidovbtcdly begun. . ^ So far. tutas God m f^ I 
Tccomling the mforid rvnio iamfelf. But cati U ibier fall 
thaMbereconcUiatiehisbc^n «atbepait'of tbctT^ 
beUy whoihaye not yet kid i^ytn^vBf ^iheir ^nlNif 
Poea^n0^.dic recpnctU?tionmdw»Uy:t»k^ pI^jVJ 
tHiey gradually comply wilb tbc king'A tera%rIftM[| 
are»long i^.comiog t9 iLi^-theXtng'^ibiri, U^net tlnS^ 

full "rteQAdHaiicm JSuifpendhL tiU^ tbe^. hs^ve fidflW 
tbatlaftpfthokinifstenns? And tho'. tike king ommK 

.tbeovetturespf the ^jefxmoiliationf is-ther&tlhB Iteftalh 
furdity in ^ying that.. they furrender,. and ktfs tli^ 
ib^, .in ordfr.^o. fipd .reconciliation ?. Nay is it cithtf 
fenfe or truth to aflert, Jth'at they are ablblutjtly.cpdd* 
nothing !toward$ it?"* .' •»:;.• :••'/' 

XliL.vWhat yPU layabout rtc »s^h articlb^f ottf 
church isranfwertd beforehatid, vind. page 5^^-^ 
But what follows deferves fo|n^ 'notice. ** ■ Whcn- 
" evf;r :God put* forth, his quickning poweir upon- 
'^a>foul, iti&ijn confeqUeiice, of his haying^.-akoadyr , 
" tabinthat ioiijl in.cpV^nant.Mrithhimfelf, andhkv- 
" iti^ waihed-it white in ?the .blopd. Of the Lamb 
^ fi^ini*' This is veiy tifue, if .you fpfeak of; the tM 
t;maii^ioC grace, which Opd made witli^ ouv-fi^pi** 
rent and. reprtfiintatiiYO afterr.thc fall ; and of tho 
tvajhing of all mankind ztihiU in the'bloodof tl^e Larob 
from thje guih of original fin, fofar as . tq, remit the 
eternal puniOiment of it. , But you are drcadhilljr 

miftakeny ofi.you ujaderl^d if^M .4ke ^ three ^fubfe- 

qucnt 
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|uent tlcgt^es of juftification and (alvation which do' 
lot take place but as we tifork them 0ut toithfear and 
rembling^ as God works in us both to will ana to do of 
lis good pUafure, 

XIV, In the 'next page you afk fome fcriptural 
jueftions, which I ftiall icripturally annver. " What 
lid the expiring thief do ?" Some hours before he 
died he obeyed this precept, To day ifyoU will iiear his 
voice harden not your heart ; he confefled his iin, and 

believed in Jefus. " What did Mar^' Magdalen 

io?" She forfook her.lovers and followed Jefus into 
Simon's houfe. *' WhatLydia?'* She worshipped 
God, and reforted where prayer was wont to be made.^^ 
w What the Philippian jailor ?" He ceafcd from at- 
tempting felf-murder, and falling at the apqftle*sfeet, 
enquired what he muft dc to ^f ydr/c«/.*— '* What the 
ferpent-bitten Ifraelites?" They looked at the brazen 

ftrpent. " What Paul himfelf ?" For this caufe I 

obtaiiied mercy, fays he, becauft I did it ignorautly in 
unbelief, i Tim. i. 3, But this was not alU for, he 
continued praying three days and three nights ; and when 
iVnanias came to him, he tarried no longer, but 
^ro/e and wafhed away his fins, coiling on the name of the 
Lord. >^ " What did the Corinthians do?" They 

heard md believed^ Aft. viii. 8. " And. what the 

Ephefians ?*' They trujiedm Chrifi after that they heard 
the word of truth, Eph. '\\ 3. 

. XV, In the next paragraph (page 6, line 28,) 
you gravely propofe the very, objcftion which I 
have anfwered, Vind. page ^8, without taking the' 
leaft notice of my anfwer. And in the next page' 
you advance one of Dr, Crifp's paradoxes/ " Wher^ 
ever God puts forth his powe" upon a foul («nd he does fo 
whenever he vifits it with even a touch <^f prevent- 
ing grace ) p irdon and reconciliation are already ohtnined 
hyfuch an one. He fJiaU never come into cond'ntnnation. 

Young penitents, beware ! If yo'i admit this tc* 
net. you will probably ftav in the far country^ vain- 
ly fancying you arc in your Father's houfe, becaufe 

you 
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j6a have lelt ;2^<nr< to-be- tlie^e« Dpoiv^sTchMi* 
6f dodrine, Lot's wile' lBi|^t iiaye fat ciown^ at^^e 
gate of Sodom,, conoluding ; thjtt becaiife* tho^ikigiala 
had taken her by the hand, fhe was alre^niy in^Zoar« 
A dangerous deliiiion this, agamft which out Lbrd 
himf^f cautions us by cryin§^alowl,'REM£ftrB£R Lot's 

WIFE* 

I would take the liberty to expoftulate with yeu, 
honored Sir, about this paradox, if I had notffome 
hope, that it is rather owing to the printer's mtftake 
than your own. If. you wrote in your matKifdript, 
pardon is already cbtaiwd for, not by^ fuck an otUf 
we are agreed; for ^' Chrift made upon the ctofs^ 
fuificient facrifice and fatisfa6Uon/(7r the (ins of the 
whole world." But What he />rocMre^ for lex is not 
obtained by us, till the Holy GhoH: makes the applica- 
tion by faith. " If I had a mind, faid the Rev. Mr. 
Whitefield, to hinder the progrcfs of the gofpel, 
arid to eftablifh the kingdom of darknels, I woula go 
about telling people* they might have the Spirit of 
Cod and yet not feel it ;" or, which is much the fame, 
that the pardon which Chrift procured for them, is 
already obtained 6y them, whether they enjoy a f«ife 
of it or not. 

XVI. In the next paragraph, page 7, (who could 
believe it !) you come fully into Mr. W.'s do£trinc 
of '' doing fomething, in order to obtain juftifica* 
tion." You was reminded (Vind. page 48.) diat "St. 
*' Paul and Mr. W. generally mean by juftification, 
*' that wonderful tranfaflion of the Spirit of God in 
*> a returning prodigal's confcience, oy which the 
** forgivencfs ofhisfms is proclaimed to him thro' 
^' tlie blood of fprinkling." Neverthelefs, fpeaking 
of the fai/e of pardon, and the tefiifying of It to afin^ 
Uteres confciencfy you grant that this knowledge of our in- 
terefi in Chrift, (this experienced juftification^ ij «r- 
ttiinty to 6e fought in the ujf'. of all appointed means; weare 
tefeek that we mayfrid. to afk that we may have^ to ktwck 
that it -may be opened unto us. In this fifft^ (the veiy 

fenie 
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texts you have brought to proiie that man is to do fafnethin^ 
in order to obtain jujiijication and to find favour with God^ 
admit of an easysoIution.*' That is, in plain Eng- 
lifli, eafily dempnfti-ate the tnjih of Mr, W's..p'roT)o-; 
fkion, which has been fo ioiidlv exclaimed acrainft 
as dreadfully heretical. 

O prejudice, thou mifchievous brother of difi'ord, 
why didll thou caft thy black vail in Juno, and the 
following months, over the /^AS'Y solution wiiich 
lias been found out in December? And wliat a pity 
is it, dear Sir, you did not fee thisy^Z/^i/ oh before yoi 
liad attempted to expofe our grey-headed Eli ilia, by 
the publication of that weak and trilling dialogue 
with the Popifh friar at Paris! 

XVII. I'lic next page, the 8th, is already an Iwcr- 
^d, Vind, page 59, &c. and the 9th page is anfwcr- 
cd in the fecond check, page C2, in the note upon 
the Verfifier's performance. 

Page 10, Aft«r (hewing that you confound the 
atonement with the application of it, the work of 
Chrili with that of the Holy Gholt, you produce 
one of my arguments, (the firft you have attempted 
to refute,) to prove that we muft do fomething in 
order to juftihcation ; I had affcrted that we mufl be- 
lieve, faith being previous to juftification. You fav, 
/ deny the affertion. Do you indeed, honored Sir ! 
Upon what ground ? *• The Holy Ghoft teaches, fay 
you, that all who believe AKEJuftifitd,** And does this 
pix>ve the point ? The king fays to a delerter, Bow 
to my Son, and thou fhalt not be fhot. Bow to the 
prince, adds an officer; all who bow to him ark 
pardoned, Muft the foldier conclude from the words 
A^v pardtmed^ then the pardon is previous to the bow? 
Again, You are fick, and your phyfician-fays. Take 
this medicine ; all who take it are cured. Very well, 
anfwers your nurfe, you need not then diflrefs and 
perplex my Maftcr, by making him take your reme- 
dy. The taking of it cannot pofiibly be previous to 
his rccovcr\'. for you fav, all who lake it are cured, 

' F This 
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Til is isyift fuch an other ailment a$ that of my llcK 
nored friend. O Sir, how tottering is tliat fyftein, 
which even fuch a writer as yourfelf cannot prop up, 
without putting fo forced a con{lru6lion upon the 
apoflle's words, All that bdiwe AKzjuJliJied! 

Now we have feen upon what fcriptural ground 
you maintain, that believing Cannot be previous 
to juftification, permit mc, honored Sir, to. quote 
ibme of the many fcriptures which induce us to be- 
lieve juft tlie rcveife, Beli]£V£ t7i the Lord Jtfui 
Chriji and, thou JiiaU bcfjivd, — that isj in the lowcft 
fenfe of the word, theujha!tbt']u{^iicii for Cod jufii- 
Jies the ungodly that believe in JtJus.-^^Wt have bE' 
LIE VED in Jtjus Chriji, that we mi^^ht bejuftify*d by tk; 
• FAITH of Chriji — Whom he hath Jet forth to he a propiti- 
ation^ thro* FAITH in his blood, for the remxffioji, of Jim 

t/iat are paji. As Mofes lifted up the Jexpent evenj^ 

muji the Son of man be If ted up, that zohqfoever be- 
LiEVETH in him fJiould not perifh, fliouUL be pardoned,. 
8lq,^-^ Faith f nail be imputed ts us for rightropfnifs, if 
zi'c BELIEVE on him who raifed up 'jefasn — Being ther^ 
fore jujiified by faith toe have peace with God. •> 
Without faith it is impoffibk to plea fe God, Jli that be- 
lie vet?i NOT, far from being juftiiied, as is infini- 
atcd, Jhail be damned, the wrath of God abideth'on him, 
he is CONDEMNED ALREADY. John iii. iS. Light can- 
not be moi^ oppofite to darkncfs, thantliis doctrine 
of Chrift to that which my honored friend thinks it 
his duty, to patronize. 

XVllI. When you have endeavoured to defend 
vour f!nlimcnt from fcripturc, you attempt to do it 
from rcafon. Faith, fay you, can 710 morejubfijl witk' 
out its objeci, than there can be a marriage without -an 
hnfoand. This is as proper an argument as you could 
atlvance, had you intended to difprove the dofl:rinc 
you fcem ftudious to defend, for it is evident that a 
woman muft be married, before fhc can have an hul- 
hand, ' So fure thon as marriage is previous to hav- 
ing 
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ing ani liufljand, faith is previous to receiving Chrift; 
tor we receive him by faith. John i. la. 

However, from this extraordinary argument, you 
conclude that tht doGmie of btUeving before juftification is 
not Ufs contrary to reafon than it is tofcripture; but I 
flatter myfelf that my judicious readers will draw a 
conclufi'on diametrically oppolite, 

XIX.- A Quotation from St, Auguftin appears nc«t, 
and fccures the ruin of your fcheme. For if faith is 
•compared to a lantern, and Chrift to the light in the 
' lantern, common fenfe fells us, we muft have the lan- 
tern before -^0. can receive the candle which is to give 
us light. Or, in other woids, we muft have faith he- 
fore we can receive Chrift ; for you very juftly ob- 
ferve, ih?i,t faith receivcth Chrifl who is the true light, 

XX. St. Auguftin's lantern makes way for the 
xvitticifm with which you conclude your fecond epif- 
tle, " No letters fays my honored friend, were lent 
** thro' the various provinces againft old Mordccai 
** for fuppofing that the woman^ Luke 15, lights a 
^ candle, &c. in order to find her loft piece ; but 
" becaufe he infifts upon it, that the .piece lights the 
** candle, fweeps the houfe, and fcarchcs diligemly 
** in order to find the woman." Permit me to afk 
•dear Sir, whether your wit here has not for a mo- 
ment got the ftart of your judgment ? I introduced 
the woman feekzng the piece Jhe had lofiy merely to fliew 
that it is neither an herefy, nor an abfurdity to 
" feck ioAiething in order to find it ;" and that in- 
^nce proved my point full as well, as if I had fixed 
upon Saulfteking hisfather*s affes^ or Jacohh Jeeking his 
irethren in Dothan, 

If it is as great an abfurdity to fay, that iinners are 
io feek the Lord, as it is to fay that a piece fceks tfcc 
woman who has loft it ; let me tell you, dear Sir, 
that Mr, W. has the good fortune to be countenanc- 
ed in his folly, 'fidl by yourfelf, who tell us, page 7, 
that the kho^V ledge of Chrift and our intereft in him 
is certainly to be fought in the vfecfcUl the appointed means.: 

F a and 
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And fceonilly by Ifaiah, who fays fok yt the Lord 
tnhdc he may ic found : by St. Paul, who tells the 
Atlirnians that cU nations of men are tc feek the Lord: 
and by Chrift himfclf who fays, they that feek me earfy 
frail find me -feek (hat you may find Qc. 

I leave you to judge, honored Sir, Ivhcthcr it 
was worth your while to impeach Mr. Ws gwi 
ftvft not only b\» refle£ling upon^wir own^ but by in- 
evitably involving Ifaiah, bt. Paul, and our LoftI 
himfelr in the ridicule caft upon my vindicated 
friend ! For the fame fmner, who is reprefentcd by 
the lofl piece^ is a few verfcs before reprefenfed by 
the loftftni : and you knoiY Jefus Chrift tells us that 
he came from far to feek his father's pjirdon and 
a fli fiance. You begin your 

THIRD LETTER 
By faying, *• how God may deal with the Heathen 
woila, is not for us to pry into," But wc may be- 
lieve what God has revealed. If the Holy Ghoft 
declares, that in every nation he that feareth Gody and 
%uorketh righteoufnefs^ is accept^ of himy we may credit 
v/hat he fays, without '• being wife above what is 
written." 

If you cannot fet afide that apoftolic part of the 
minutes, you try however to prefs it into the fervice 
of your doftrine. ** 1 here is, fay you, a material 
difference between faying, He that feareth God and 
worheth righteoufnefs is accepted^ and shall be ac- 
cepted/* and becaufe " the verb is in the prefent 
tcnfe** you conclude, there is no need of fearing God 
X)r worlcitig righteoufnefs, in order to find acceptance. 
This is exa£lly fuch another argument as that which 
I jufl now refuted, " we need not believe in order 
to be juflified, becaufe it is faid, aU that believe are 
jujlifiedy and not shall be jujiified,'* You can no 
more prove by the one, that Cornelius provoking 
God and working unrighteoufnefs, was accepted of 
him; than by the other that unbelievers are jufii- 
fed, becaufe it is faid that believers are lb. 

A 
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A iimilar inflance may convince you of it. AU 
run, fays St. Paul, hit one receiveih tht prize. I who 
am a ftranger to nefinements, immediately conclude 
from thofe words, that running is prcviovs to the re- 
ceiving of the prize, and in order to it. No, fays a- 
frietid, " there is a material difference between Jayhd^^ 
one K^cti'VETU the prizey and one shall receive 
the prize. The verb is zw the prefent tenfe, and therefore 
iheplainfenfe of thepaffageis [not that by running he 
does any thing to receive the prize, but) that he who runs 
^^ poffffftd y the prize, and proves himfetf to be Jo* 
Candid reader, iffuch an argument profciytes thee 
to Dr. Crifp^s doftfirie, I fhall fufpeft thete is no 
fmall difference between Englifh and Suiffe rcafonr- 

Howevcr to make up the weight of your argu- 
ment you add, ** Cornelius was a chofen veflel." 
True, for God hath chofen to himfelf the rnan that is 
CODLY ; and fuch was Cornelius; a devout man, fays 
St. Luke, and one that feared God with all his houfe.. 
But if my honored opponent fpcaks of an eUdion, 
Vhich drags after it the horrors of abfolute rcproba- 
lion, and hangs the mill-ftone o^ unavoidable oamna- 
tion about the neck of millions of our fellow-crea- 
tures, I muft call for p7 oof. 

Till it comes, 1 follow you in your obfervations 
upon the merit or rewardablenefs of good works. 
Moil of them arc anfwered Vind, page 74, &c. and 
id check page 43. The reft I anfwer tnus^ 

(i.) If you do not believe Mr. Henry when he 
affures us David fpeaks of himself, the Lord re- 
zwarded yne according to my righteoufnefs, &c, Pf. 18, 
believe at leaft the facred hiftotian, who confirms 
my aflertion, ii. Sam. a 2. and conhdcr the very title 
of the Pfalm, David fpake unto the Lord the words of 
ihisfon^, in the day thut the Lord delivered ftim from the 
hand of his CJiemies, and from the hand of Saul, 

(^,) But "** when David fpcaks in his own pcrfon,. 
hi^ language is veiy difTcicnt." Enter not into judg- 
ment with thy/trvant, fays he, for in thj '^/tttA^na.' 

' *■ 3 



C 66 ] 

tnan living be jujlified. The pfalmift does not here 
conlradiS .what he fays of the rewardablenefs of 
good woiks, Pf. i8. He only appeals from the lav 
of innocence to the law of grace, ana only difclaims all 
merit in point of juftification and falvation, a thing 
which Mr. W. takes care t« do when he fays, even 
in the minutes, << not by the merit of works," but 
by " believing in Chrift." 

(3.) My honored correfpondent a(ks next, " where 
is the man who has the witnels of having done what 
God commanded ? I anfwer, every one has who 
walks in the light as God is in the light, and can (ay 
with St. John, beloved, if our heart condemn us not, 
then have we confidence towards God ; and whatfoever toe 
a/k ue receive of him, because we keep his command- 
vmits, and do ihofe things which are pUaJing in his 
fight. 

(4.) But Bifhop Beveridge fpoke juft the reverie; 
for he faid in his Private Thoughts " I lin in my bcft 
duties &c/* That may be ; for he was but a young 
convert when he wrote his Private Thoughts, I 
hope, before he died he enjoyed more goljpcl li- 
bcily. But whether he did or not, we appeal from 
>:is private thoughts to the above-mentioned public 
declaration and evangelical experience of St* John. 

(5.) If many Roman Catholics do not afcribe 
TTiciit to " mere external performances," I have 
** done them great injuftice ;" and to repair that 
wrong, I declare my full approbation of the excel- 
lent paffage upon merit which you quote in French 
from the works of the bifhop of Meaux. I fay in 
French, becaufe your Englifh tranflation reprefents 
liim as looking on all opinion of merit as prefump- 
tuous, whereas he blames only 1' opinion d' un 
merite prefomptueux, the do^rine of a prefump 
tuous merit — of a merit which is not at all derived 
from Chrift, and does not terminate in the glory of 
}ii.j grace. 

The 
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The dying challenge of Alex. Seton is anfwercd 
in the 2a Check, ifl Letter. As to your quotation 
from bifhop Cooper, it docs as little creclit to his 
Uarningf as to his charity ; for St. AugufUn, who 
had no more " the fpirit of Antichriil" than the 
bifhop himfelf, ufes perpetually the word merits in 
fpeakmg of man and his works. 

Let us now fee liow you *' fplit the hair," that is, 
fix the diflcrcnce there is, between being rewarded 
according to our worh^ + because of our works, and 
Jtcundum mtrita optrum, according to the ^Mrit or re- 
wardabltncfs which Chrift gives to our works. " The 
** difference, fay you, by no means depends upon the 
** fplitting of an hair; thofe exprelBons are as wide 
*• as caft from weft." Are they indeed! Then it 
mufl be the taji and the wtji of the map of the 
world, which meet in one common line upon the 
globe. This will appear if wc confider the manner 
in which you untie the Gordian knot. 

" Good woiks, fay you, are rewarded becaufe 
" God of his own mccr favour, rich grace, and un- 
** defcrvcd bounty, has promifed that he will freely 
** give fuch rewards to thofe whom he has chofcn in 
his dear Son." Now, Sir, fimplify this ientence, 
and you tell us juH: that <' good wocks are rewarded 
becaufe Qod freely promifed to reward them." 

And is this the aifi of my honored opponent's 
orthodoxy ! Surprizing ! It j.u{l meets the weft of po^ 
pifh heterodoxy. You know Sir, that Thomas 
Aquinas andScotusare as- great divines among the 
Roman Iftsj as Calvin and Luther among the Pro- 
teftants : and in flying from Mr. Weflcy you are juft 
gone over to Scotus and Baxter ; for Scotus and Clara 
his difciplc maintain, that if God gives rewards to 
the godly, non oritur obligatio ex nature aUus^ fed ex 

+ Sir 1 . Jdlm iii. 2a, add Vind: page 70. You have no right 
CO throw out this middle tcim, till you have proved that my quo- 
tations sielalic. 
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/uppojitione decrtti &pro7mJi, the obligation does not arift 
yrtmi the' nature of the aihon rewarded hut Jrom the de- 
cree and free promife of the rewarder. Though Jo muck 
be given ^nfcripture to good works, fzy^ the tcAiincil of 
Trent, yet far be it from a chriflian to.gloty in himfeff^y 
end not in the Lord, whofe goodnefs isfo great to mU men, 
that he wills thofe .things to betHHiK mr kits, which are 
MISG1FT5. Can. lb. dq Juftif. 

Moft Prcteflants, fays Baxter, wit! takt merit to fig-, 
fiify Jbmething which profiteth God, atid which is our 
vwn, and not his gift and g^ace, but they arc mif' 
' taken. 

Some howe\ner are more Candid ; BVicer fays, if 

'i^ MERITING f^tf holy fathers and others ntean nothing 

■ but to do in faith, by the grace of God, good works which 

the Lord has promised '^o reward, inthisfejifc (which 

rs that vrhich Scotus, Baxter, and Mr. W. fix to* 

"merit) wefhaH in no wife condemn that word. 

Hence it is. that whole congregations of real pro- 
teftants have not fcriiple*d at times to ufe the wor^ 
wt MERIT in their humblcft addrcfles to the thron? 
of grace. " Congregations of real Proteftants ! fay^ 
"my honored friend, Popery is about midway between 
Proteflantifm and fuch worshippers. Who are they ?" 
I anfwer they are the orthodox, oppofers of the mi- 
nutes, the trtily Honorable the Countefs of Hunt- 
ingdon, the Rev. Mr. Shirley, the Rev. Mr. Madan, 
and all the congregations that ufe their hymns ; for. 
they all agree to fing, 

" Thou haft the righteoufnefs fupply'd 
By which we merit heaven." 
Sec Lady Huntingdon's Hymns. Briftol edition, 
page 399; and the Rev. Mr. Madan's coUeftion 
\chich you frequently ufe, hymn 25, page 27, laft 
ftanza. Come then, dear Sir. while Mr, M. fhakes 
hands with his venerable father Mr. W. permit the 
vindicator of the minutes to do the fame with the 
author of Pietas Oxonienfis, and let us lovingly fol-i 

loiiM^ 
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low Scofus and Baxter finging, Ckrijl hath the rightt-' 
cvfnejsjvpphfd by which we meiiit heaven, 

Ityou fay, True, but it is of God*s own meef/avour^ 
rit'h grace ^ and undiferved bounty in his dear Son ; I an- 
fwer, We are agreed, and before-hand I fubicribe an 
hundred fuch claufes, being fully perfuaded of the 
truth of Mr. Ws. proportion when explained ac- 
cording to the analogy of faith, " There is no original 
merit but in the blood and obedience of Chrijl ; and nO 
derived merit, or (if you diflike that wordfout of the 
Lock-chapel) no derived nwardabienejs, but that 
which we aiefupplied with thro* the Spirit of Chrift 
and the blood of nis crols :" If Mr. W. meant any 
more by the faying you have quoted, he will permit 
me to ufe his own words, and fay that he** leaned 
too much toward Calviriifm." 

1 cannot better clofe the fubjefi: of merii, and re- 
quite your quotation from Dr. Willet, than by tranf- 
cribing a third pafTage from the pious and judicious 
Mr. Baxter. 

* We arc agreed on the negative : ( i .) That no 

* man or angel can merit of God in proper commu- 
\ tative juftice, giving him fomewhat for his benefits 
' that fhall profit him, or to which he had no abfo- 

* lute.right. (2.) No man can merit any thing of 

* God upon the terms of the law of innocency, (but 

* punifhment) (3.)Nor can he merit anything of 

* God by the law of grace, unlefs it be fuppofed firfl 

* to be SL/ree-gift and merited by Chrifl.' * 

' And aiffirmatively we are, I think, agreed (i.) 

* That God governs us by a law of grace which hath 

* a//r{wii/^, and givesby wayof «a;flr^. (2.)That God 

* calls it his jujlice to reward men according to his 

* law of grace, Heb. xi, 6. 2 Tim. iv. 8. (3.) That 

* this fuppofes, that fuch works as God rewards have 

* a moral aptitude ioT ih2i reward, which chiefly con- 

* fiftsin thefe things, that they fpring from the Spi- 

* rit of God, that their faultinefs is pardoned thro* 
^ the blood and merits of Chrift, that they aie done 

« in 
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in love and to the gloty of God, and th^iftey are 
prefented to God by Jsfus ChrifL (4.) That this 
moral aptitudt is called in rcn}>turc a|*«, that is toor- 
thinefs or merit ; fo that thus far loortbinefs or merit is 
a fcrip'ture phrafe. And (5.) that this zoorthinefs or 
merit is only in point of paternal, governing jujlice, 
according to the law of grace^ ordering 4hat which 
in itfelf is 2i free gift merited by CkrifJ 

* All orthodox Chriftians hold the fore-dcfcribed 
doQa-ine of merit in fenfe, tho' not in words: for 
they that deny merit, confcfs the retvarddblenefs of 
our ob<»dience, and acknowledge that the fcripture 
ufeth the- term worthy, and that t^w; and u^w may 
be tranflatcd meriting and merits a^ \^r^U as worthy 
and worthinefs.. This is the fame thing, in other 
words, which the ancient Chriftians nicant by me- 
rit. When godly pcrfons eameftly extol holiheis, 
faying that the righteous is more excellent than his neigh- 
bour, and yet deny all merit, reviling all that afiert 
it, they do but fhcw that they underftand not the 
word, and think others alfo mifunderftand it : and 
fb w« are reproaching one another, where we are 
agreed and know^ it not : like the woman who turn- 
ed away her fervant upon the controverfy. Whe- 
ther the houfe fhould be fwcpt with a ^^tti or with« 
a broom.* 

* The' partial teachers are the caufe ofthis^ while 
indead of opening the doftrine, and fhewing in 
what fenfe we have or have not any worthinefs or 
merit, they without diftklftion cry down merit, and 
reproach thofc that do otherwife. And if they 
do but fay ** Such a man, fpeaks for merit 2ir\djree 
will,** that they fufficiently rendered him odious to 
their follower.^, when yet all fober Chriftians in all 
ages have been for merit and free-will in a (bund 
fenfe. And is hot this to be advcrfaries to truth, 
and love, and peace ?" 

' I formerly thought, that tho' we agree in the 
thingy it is beft to omit ihcmame, becaufe the Papifts 

* have 
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* fiavc afeiifed it.: and I think io ftiU in Rich cbmptr^ 

* nics, where the uf^ of it not underftood will fcan- 
' dalizc men, and do more harm than good. But in 

* other cafes, I now think it better to keep the word 

* (i.) left we feem to. the ign<I>rant to be of another 

* religion than, fall the ancient, churches were.* (2.) 
« * Left we harden the Papifts, Greeks and others, by 

* denying found do6lrine in Urmsy which they will 

* think we deny in fen/e. And (3.) Bccaufe our pe- 
' nury of words is fuch, that for my part I remember 

* no other word fo fit to fubftitute in Read of merits 

* defert or. worthimfs, Tliew(5rd rewardaHene/s is long 

* and harfli. But it is nothing elle that we mean.' • 
Baxter^ s end of do^ljil^al centroverjits, page 294. 

I atn glad that my honored opponent, in the bc^ 
ginning of his 

FOUR T II L. E T T E R, 
•does Mr. W. the juf^ice to " admit of the explana- 
tion I have " given of" that mifunderftood affertion, 
*' All who are convinced of lin undervalue them- 
felves.** Had you. done otherwife, Sir, you would 
have {h^vfnjudcprjtvt zoitkout mercy. Neverthelefs, you 
ftill think that explanation forced ; while many be- 
lieve it not only natural, and ap^recable to Mr. M^'s. 
whole plan of doftrine, but fo foiid that no argu- 
ments can overthrow it, if you turn to the fecor^d 
check, page 4/4, you will fee more clearly, that you 
do Mr. VV. no favor in ^^ dilmiflTing this articls of 
of the minutes. 's 

But you prepare to 'attack the next with the ut- 
mo ft vigor. Apart cf the mnutes nxhich you tfiecm mofi 
contrary to found dcdrine is, fay you, that " We are 

every 

+ It is a great advantage to the Papifts, ^ys our judicioui aufhor, 
that many Protcftants -vihollv diivlaim the word r/uritj and firaply 
deny the mrrit of gofpt l-f>bcdicnrr. For hereupon the teachers 
(hew their fcholars, that all the fatliers fpeak for merit, and to tell 
tliem, that tlie Proteflant do£lnnc is new and heretical, as bcin^ 
contrary to all the ancient doftors ; and when their fcholars fee it 
*vith thcM eyes, no wonder it they believe i'., to our diflionax. 
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cv^ry hour and every moment plealing or difplcafihg 
to God according to the whole of our inward tempers 
and outward behaviour, &c." And it is, I own, dia- 
metrically oppofite to the favorite fentiment which 
you thus exprefs, " Tho' I believe that David's sim 
'• difpleafed the Lord, muft I therefore believe that 
•'• David's person was under the curff- of the law ?" 
I iiappofeyou mc^n undir GotCs difpUafurey for of this 
Mr. W. fpcaks, nor docs he mention the curfc of iht 
law in all the minutes) You boldly anfwer, " Surely 
" no.— -Like Ephraim he was ftill a pleafant child : 
'* tho* he went on frowardly" in adidlery -and murder^ 
" he did not lofc the charaftcr of the man after God's 
own heart." My dear Sir, you 'Might as well have, 
advanced at once that unguarded prapofition of Dr. 
Cril'p, " God docs no longer {land dilpleafed, tho* a 
" believer do fin often : no fin can poflibly do him 
'• any hurt.*' Is this what you call " found doQirinc ?" 
And is that the xuorllpart oftht minutes, which oppofcs 
fuch a dangerous tenet ? Then how txcdtent mull the 
other parts be! Indeed, Sir, their vindicator could 
iay nothing ftronger to demonflrate iheir foundnefs, 
Icaronablenefs and importance. But let us confider 
your arguments ; and that with fuch care, as the im- 
portance of the fubjeft requires. 

\p " David's s i n difpleafed the Lord" but not " hit 
PERSON." This is what you muft mean if you op- 
pofe Mr. W's. propofition. I like your fhifting the 
terms; it is ii fiorn that yoj are little alhamed the 
world fhould fee the good Doftor's fcheme without 
I'ome covering. Erubuifli, falva res efl, (i.) Your 
intimation that the Lord was not difpleafed 3it D.ivid's 
PERSON, bears hard upon the eq lity and veracity of 
God. Dd'Ad commits adultery and murder in Jeru- 
falem, and Claudius in Rome. God lees thetn, and 
fays agreeably to your fcheme. ' They arc bothguil- 
' ty of the fame crimes, and both impenitent : but 
« David is a Jew, an eleQ:, a {beep, and therefore, 
' tho' he fins againft ten times more light than the 

' othei, 
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.^ -othcfr, I am not at all difpleafed at liim. Bitt Claa* 
i dius is an Hcatheo, a reprobate, a goat, and mj 
* anger fmokes againft him ; he fliall furely >die.'— 
If this is God's method, how can he make the fol- 
lowing appeal 1 houfeoj Ifrad art nciuY ways equal f 
Arc not your ways unequal? — The foul that Jlnneth it 
Jhalldie : wherefore turn ye, IVhy wiU ye die, houfe of 
Jfrael ? See Ez. xviii, and 2d<:heck, page 65, 

(2.) Your dillindion is overthrown by fcripture^ 
-for we read Gen. xxxviii. 10. that 71^ ^hing whick 
X)nan did difpteafed the Lord. " True, might you fay 
upon your fcheme, this is the very thing I aflert-; 
this mode of Cpeech {hews that God was angry at 
*Onan's^w, and not dithi^ perfim^* — But tliis would 
i)e a great miflake, honored Sir ; for the facred hif- 
torian adds immediately, Wherefore Godjkw him alfoz 
• He fhewcd his heavy difpleafure at his perforr by pu- 
nifhing him with death, as well as his brother £r, 
"who was wicked rn the fight of the Lord* 

(3.) But if you will not believe Mr. W, when he 
'declares that God is difpleafed at the perfons of the 
Tighteous, the moment they do thofe things which 
'diiplea/e him^ believe at leafl the oracles of God* 
God's anger was kindled agadnjt Mofes^ Ex, iv. 1 4,— 
The Lord was very angry againft Aaron, Deut« ix. 20« 
and with all Ifrael, witnefs thefe awful words, let mc 
^one, that I may confume them in a moment. Ifaiah^ 
^vhom you allow to tie an ele6:, (ays, thou wa/h angry 
with ME. God himfelf fays, If. xlvii. 6, I was angry 
xoith my people \ and David, who frequently depre- 
cates God's wrath in his penitential plalms, obferves 
that Aw anger fmokes againjt the Jheep of his pafiure^ 
when they go aftray, Pf. Ixxiv. 1 • 

(4.) The new tellament inculcates this doflrino 
as well as the old. St Paul having reminded the be« 
iievers of Ephefus, that no whoremonger or covetous 
perfon hath an inheritance in the kingdom of Chrifi and 
-^Codf fubjoins this feafonaUe caution : kt no man 

G deceive 
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'ieceiveycni ; no not thofc good men, Dn Crifp mfl 
Viic author of Ptetas Oxonicnfis : for btcaujt of theft 
things thcturatk of God comelh vton the children cf dtfo- 
bedicnce, — Impofiiblc ! fay thole orthodox Proteftants; 
you may be children of dijcbedience^ not only unto 
ti'hortdom and coievoufnfjs, but unto aduhery and mur- 
der without fearing tliat tlic wrath of God will comt 
ut>on you for thofi thin Ts : No, no, you will be ** ple- 
(ant children Hill." "See Vind. page 89. 

II. You proceed : '' Sliall I believe that hccaufe 
David was ungrateful, God (whofe " gifts and 
callings are without repentance) was unfaithful?" 
And Ihall I belfcve, that God is not as faithful when 
he accompliflies his thrr,atninos^ as when he fulfils 
his promifes ? Youreply, " Gjd's j^fts and raliings an 
without repentance," And does this prove that God's 
warnings arc without meanin;r^ and his fhreatnings with' 
out truth ? St Paul fpoke thofc words of the eleftion 
of the Jews ; and it is certain God docs not repent 
■ that he formerly called them, and gave them the land 
of Canaan ; any more than lie repents his having 
now reje&ed them, and taken from them the good land 
which he gave their fathers ; for as he had oncefuf- 
ficient reafons to do the one, fo he has now to do 
the other 

But if you will make this paflage mean, that the 
divine favour and ble flings can never be forfeited 
through any fall into fin; I beg you will anfwer 
thefc queries. Had not Ciod o/i;r>i all angels a place 
in his favor and glory? And did not many of them 
lofe it by their fall ? Was not innocent Adam intc- 
rrilcd in the divine favor and image? And did he not 
lofe both, together with ])aradirc, when he fell into 
fm? Did not king Saul forget the crown which God 
had ri'^en him, and the throne to which he had 
callrd him ? Were not Judas's callin-i and apoftlefhip 
forfeited by his unfaithfulncfs, as well as one of the 
twelve thrones which Chrill .had promifcd him? 
What will you fay of the unprofitable fervant, from 

whom 
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ivHom his lord took the talent unimproved ? Loft h« 
not a blefling given, and his calling to occvpy with it ? 
And can you alFert, that the man who took his fel- 
low-fervant by. the throat did not lofc the forgivenf/s 
of' a debt of ten ihoufand taltnts ? Or that thofc apot 
tates, who tread under foot the Mood of the covenant 
whertxvith they were sanctified, do not forfeit their 
SAxcTiFicATiON 6y doing defpite to the fpirit of grace f 
Is it right thus to fet the author of the epiftle to the 
Romans againft the author of the epiftle to tlic 
Hebrews ? 

III. Your bringing in backjliding Ephraim the 
pleafant child, as a witnefs of the truth of your doc- 
trine, is a moft unhappy proof* Rejoice not, Ifrad, 
as other people,. {diV^ ihe Lord,. Hof, ix. i, for thou 
haft tone a whonvgfrom thy G4)d, This whoring H- 
raelis called Ephraim ver, 13, Ephraim, the pleafant 
child, is planted as a. plea faait: plant, Notwithftand- 
ing, Ephraim fhall bring forth his children for the mur- 
derer. All their- wickednefs is in Gilgal; for there I 
HATf-D them* For the wickednefs of their doings, I will 
drive them out of mine houfe ; / aju// love them no mor£. 
Hence the prophet ohferves immediately afier, 
Ephraim is fnutten, mv Gcd will caft them auuty, becaufe 
tiiey did net hearken unto him, 

IV. However, mv 1 lonoredfri end ftill affirms, that 
.** David, notwithilanding his lioniblc backflidings, 

" did not lof2 the character of the man after God's 
" own heart *' But he will permit me to believe 
the contrary, (1.) Upon ihe-tcflimonvof thePfalmift* 
himfelf, who fays in your favorite pfalm, thou haft 
caft o'j- and cbkorred^ thou hjft been very wroth with 
^ thine anointed: thou h%ft madevtid the covenant of tliy 
fervant ; thou haft pnyphantd his cri)wn by cafiing it to 
the ground, Pf. Ixxxix. 98. 

(2.) Where is David called the man after God's 
own heart, while he continued an impenitent adal- 
lerer? How much more guarded is the fcriptur.e 
than ypur letters ! David did that which was right in 

G 2 the 
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the eyi^of thi Lordj and turned not afidc^ save mily m 
the matter of Uriah, i Kings xv. 5^ Here you fee 
the immoral parcnthclis often months fpcnt in adul- 
tery and murder, exprefly pointed at, and excepted 
by the Holy Ghoft. 

(o.) David himfelf, far from thinking Aat fm 
couJd never feparatc between God and a jujt ma% 
■who draws back into wickcdnefs, fpea^s thus in the 
laft charge which he gave to Solomon ; and thou S9* 
lemon my/on, know the God of thy father, and ferve hm 
nHh aperfeH heart. If thou feck him, he wiU he found 
of thee \ but if thou forfake him he will cajt thee off for- 
€Ber, I Chr. xxviii. c). Hence it appears that the 
(iod of Solomon* s father is veiv different from the 
pifture which Dr.- Crifp draws of David's God* 
The foTmer can be fo difplcalcd at an impenitent 
backflider asto rcy? hm off forever', while the latter 
accounts him a pUaJant child fHU* But let us come ta 
malter of fa ft. 

(4.^ Difpleafure, anger, or wrath in God, iis nofc 
that difturbing boiftercus paflion fo natural to fallal- 
man ; but an invariable difapprobation of lin, and a 
fleady defign to punifh the fmncr. Now God fe- 
verely manifeiled this righteous difpleafure at Da- 
vid's perfon, when he puniflied him by not reflrain* 
ing any longer the ambition of his rebellious fon. 
How remarkably did his dreadful punifhments an- 
fwer his Heinous crimes ! He wanted the fruit of his 
adultery to live, but inflexible juftice deftroys it* 
'The crozvn of righteoufnefs was fallen from his heady 
and his royal crown i^prophaned and cafi to the grounds 

He had not turned out the way -faring man, the 
hellifh tempter; and he is turned out of his own 
palace and kingdom. He flies beyond Jordan for 
his life ; and as he flies Sheanei throws fl ones at him; 
vol lies ofcurfes accompany the ftones; and the mofl 
cutting challenges follow the curfes: Ccnm out, thotu 
bloody man, faid he, thou man of Belial', tfie Lord hath 
delivered thy kingdom into the hand of Abfalom thy fon ; 

and 
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mnd bf hold thou art taken in thy mjchitf^ htcav^t thou art 
€i. bloody mail. To which David could anfwer no- 
thing, but " Let hm cur ft \ for the Lord^ by not re=* 
itraining his wickedncfs, hath permifiTively Jaid unto 
him, Curf David, I fee the impartial jullice of a fin- 
avenging God, through the cruel abufe of this raging 
man.' ' This was not all : Hehd^dfecret/y committed. 
adultery with Uriah's wife, and his fon publickly 
commits inceji with his own wives. And to com- 
pleat the horror of his punifhment, he leaves the- 
moft dreadful curfc upon liis pofterity. Thou hajh 
Jlain Uriah with the/word of the children o/Ammon, fayS; 
the Lord, now therefore the /word fhall never depart' 
from thy houfiy and thy own children fhall murder 
one another. What a terrible punifhment was this ! 
And how ftrong mufl be the prejudice of thofe, who 
maintain that God was not" difpleafcd at DavidU . 
per/on I 

V. Pafs we now to an argument^ which you fcem. 
to confidcr as one of the main pillars of yojr doc- 
trine. " If one believer fm by an unclean thought, 
" fay you, and another by an unclean a6b does the 
*' former continue in a ftate of grace,, and t lie other 
** forfeit his fonfhip ? Take heed left you fhould be 
*• forced to go to Rome for an anfwer to this query." 
Without going even to the convent of the Bcna- 
diftine monks in Paris, I anfcvcr, it is evident from; 
fcripture, that- an adulterous thought delighted in is 
adultery. He that entertains fuch a thought is- aii. 
adulterer, one who is abfolntcly unfit for the pre- 
fence of an holy God. Be not deceived, fays St; Paul ■ 
■ neither fornicators nor adulterers Jhall inherit the kin*" 
' dom of God, Therefore adultery of heart certainly 
• excludes an impenitent backflider out of heaven;, 
tliough it will not fmk him into fo deep an hell, as. 
if he had drawn another into the commiflion of his 
intended crime. You add, 

" Bat if David had only had an angry thought,. 
>* lie had ftill been a murderer in tjic fight of God.'/- 
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Not fo ; for thcYe is a righteous anger, which is » 
virtue and not a fin ; or clfc how could Chrift 
have looked round about on the Phanjtts with angtr^ 
and continued (inlefs? You mean probably, that if 
David had only hattd Uriah in his heart, lie would 
have been a murderer* If fo, your obfervation is 
veryjuf}, ioxht that hateth hu brother^ fays St* John, 
is a murderer; 'and you know,.?udi^s he, that no 
murderer ^ though he were a royal pfalmift, hath 
iternal life abiding in him. 

But what do you get by thefe arguments ? Nothing 
at all* You only make it eafier to prove that your 
doftiine is erroneous. For if David would have 
forfeited heaven by looking on Uriah's tVife, to luji 
after her in his heart \ or by intending in his bread to 
murder her hufband ; how much more did he for- 
feit it, when his mental fins fiilly ripened into out- 
ward enormities ! Ye are oj your father the devil 
xiihoje works ye do^ faid Chrift to fome of the chofen 
nation : and if adultery and murder are worlds of the 
devil, it follows from thofe words of our Lord, that 
while David continued impenitent, he was not a 
man ofter God's own hearty as my honored opponent 
too charitaWy fuppofes ; but a man after the own 
heart of him, who abode not in the truthy and is a mur- 
derer f rem the beginyiing, 

VI. But you add, " Sin did not reign in him as a 
*' king, it only for a time ufuiped as a tyrant*" Nay 
Sir, fin is a tyrant wherever he reigns, and he 
reigns. wherever he vfurps, " Where will you 
draw the line" between the reign and the tyranny 
of Sin ? Are not both includednnder the word domi" 
fiion P Sin fays St. Paul,.^^// not have dominion over 
j(7M that are under grace. Had I made fuch a di/' 
iinSiioH as this, fome proteftants would defervedly 
have called it mctaphyjical'y but as it comes from the 
orthodox author of Pietas OxcMnienfis it will pro« 
bably pafs for ivan^Aical^ 
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Very different however is St. Peter's orthodoxy,. 
Of Dihom a man ij mercom:, fays he, of Ikt fame is lie 
briu^hC into bondage. For if afltx t}uy havt (fcaptd the 
poUutiBtis of the viorld thruugk tht tneaied^t of llit-Lcud 
JiJttsCkriJI, they are ag«m entavg^d therein ajid avfr- 
come, the tatlet end is- uiorfc with them than (/«. begin- 
fling, Nevertbclcfs even fuch apo{latcs,.fe long as- 
the day of their vijitation lafteth, may again reper.t 
, and believe ; for as you juftly obfevve, ihey have ftilL 
an advocalc luith the Faihtt, Jejm Chrijl the righteous. 

VII. You try to prove your point by fcripiurc. 
There is, fay you, no condemnation le than toJto are 1» 
Chrif. True ! but it is while they aiali aU after tiie 
j^Jh, but after thejpirit;. a claiife which you pru- 
dently keep out of fighti. And furely David walked: 
after the flcfli, when in the aO; of adultery 'and 
murder.— You proceed, " lohojkall lay any thing to 
the charge of God's eUa f" Nobody, if Gi>d's elefl are 
penitent believers, toho taaii nctajler Ihefitjh ; but if 
they MX iv^nitent adulterers and hyptcritical mur- 
derers; Jews'and Gentiles, Law and Gofpel, Pro- 
phets and Apoftles, God and their own confcience^ 
ALL will agree to lay their crimes to their charge. 
—You urge that " CAfi^ iSy one. offering hath far ever 
perfeBld them that are fanibfied.'^ 1 rue ! but not 
thofe who are unfaitUified. And certainly fuch ar» 
all adulterej* and murderers, Tbefe ought rather to. 
be ranlted with thofe who tread under foot the blood 
if the ravenant tuhereioith they aierefatidijed. 

"Iti&faid, howovcr^^e (believing, loving, fruit- 
iul Coloflians, fee Chap. i. 4, 6^ are con^leat in 
Ittin," Jtisib; but not ye impenitent backllider^ 
ye unclean deftlcn of another's bed. Such are tmi- 
pleat » emi not in good, in Beiiai not in Ckiifi. Alui 
for the pioftiUition of tbs {acred and pure word oE 
God ^ Caa it alfo be prefTed into the fewice sf pro- 
foncnefsand impurity!? To refcue at leaft one fen- 
tence &om fuch mamfcll abufe I might obferve, the 
original may, with, the greitcft propriety be ren- 
deied 
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with gold taken from the fanftuary, from tktgMt* 
altar itfclf. Hence it is- that* multitudes' fivjjlow it 
down as rich pract without the lead fcriiple or fut 
pic ion. Lord, dart a beam of thy wifdonv into the 
mind of thy fcrvant, that I may feparate the precious 
from the vile, and expofc-the dangerous ingredient 
without depreciating the gold that covers it; 

" What is all fm, do you fay, . before the inHnitely 
** precious atoning blbod of Jefus?" Nothing at adl, 
when "that blood is humbly apprehended by penitent 
believers who depart from alLiniouity. But, when 
it is accounted a common things and trodden ynderfad 
by impenitent apodates ; or wantonly pleaded, in 
defence of fm by loofe Nicolaitans or lukewarm 
LaodiccanS) it does not anfwer its gracious defign* 
On the contrary, how Jh all we e/cape, fays St, Paul, if 
toe thus negleEifuch great falvation ! And of hotu muok 
Jorer puyiijhment than others fiall they be thought worthf, 
who do fuch defpite to the fpirit of grace I fee Heb. ii.gj 
and X. 29, You go on, 

" If Chrifthas fulfilled the whole law and borne 
" the curfe, then all debts and claims^ a^ainfl his 
** people, be they more or. be they lefs, be they 
" Imall or be they great, be they before, or be they 
*' after convcrfion, are for ever and for ever can- 
" celled. All trefpaffes are fortriven them* — They are 
" juflified from all things. — They already have ever- 
*' lafting life." What ! before tliev repent and be- 
lieve ! A bold aflertion this! which fets Jefusagainft 
Chrift — our Priest againft our Prophet. For 
Chrift himfelf teaches us that many for whom his 
fatlings are killed. Sind ali things are now ready ^ thro' 
an obftinate refufal of \\\^finctre (1 hope no body will 
fay hypocritical) invitations, fliall never tafe of his f up- 
per. And as if this was not enough to arm us againft 
your doftrine^ he commiflioncd an apoftle to affure 
his church, that fome who have tajled of his gofpel- 
fupper, that is, who have been, enlightened^ have tafied 
the. heavenly gift^ the good word ofGod^ and the pome 
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tf the world to coihf^ ' do crucify to thmfdves the fon (f 
God.'UJreJh^ and by that mean, fo totally fall azoay^ 
that it is impoJfiHe to renew them again to repentance, A 
' clear proof this that thofe ^vho once truly repented^ 
^^ndvfcrecw en 'made partakers of-the HohGlvofi^ may 
-quench the Spirit^ and fin dgartijl the Holy Ghdfty may 
•not only fall, but fall finally, Heb, vi. 4, 

(2.) Your do6lrine fets aMb our high Pr ie«t againft 
our heavenly Ki xvc, who declares, that if he who was 
once his faithful fervant, begins to bedt his fellow fer*' 
■ vants, much more to murder them, he will, as judge 
of all. command him to be beu7id hand and foot, and 
delivered tot ht torment ers. See 2d check, page 4. 

(3.) Your doftrine drags after it all the abfurdities 
. of eternal, abfolute juftification. It fets afide the ufe 
' of repentance and faith, in order to patdon and ac- 
ceptance. It reprefents'the fins of the ele^t as for- 
given, ndt only before they are -conffefifed, buteven 
before they are committed ; a notion which that 
, ftrong Calvinill Eh*. Owen himfelf could not but op- 
pofe. It fuppofes that all the penitents who have 
' Delieved'that they were once children of wrath, and 
that God was difpleafed at them when they lived in 
fin, have believed a lie. It makes the preaching of 
the gofpel one of the moft abfurd, wicked and bar- 
barousthings in'the world. For what can be more.- 
abfurd than to'fay repent ye and believe the j?efpel, he that 
believeth Jhall be damned, if a certain number can n«i/^r 
^ repent or belike, and a certain number can never be 
damned? And what canlse more wicked, than todif* 
' trefs eleft finners by bidding them Jly from the wrath 
: to come, if thete is abfolutely no wrath, neither paft, 
> prefent, . nor to come for them, if all their fins " be 
■^ they more or lefs, be they fmall or great are for ever 
and forever cancelled?*' As for the reprobates, how 
barbarous is it to bid them fly. if adamantine chains, 
, eternal decrees of paft wrath, perpetually bind them 
'. down, that they may never efcape the repeated eternal 
. ftrokesof the wrath to come? 

- (4.) But 
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(4.) But wliat (hocks mc mofl in your {clieme^ls 
the reproach which it unavoidably lixcs upon Chrift. 
It fays, " The e left arc juftified from all things even 
before they believe." In all their fms ** God vicwi 
•' them without f pat ^ torinkU, or any fuch thing-: they 
*' (land always complcattinlheeverlafting righteouf* 
^* nefs of the Redeemer." " Black hi themfeiues^ they 
•** are comely thro' his comelinefs;" io that. when 
they commit adultery and murder, " He toko is of 
"** purer eyes than to behold iniquity, can neverthde^ 
** addrefs them with, Thou are aU fair^ my love, ispf 
** undejiled^ there is no fpot in thee" 

What a proftitution of the word of God is here! 
We blame a wild youth for dropping feme bold 
innucndos; about Jupiter in a play compofed by a 
poor Heathen. But I acquit thee of indecency, 
Terence, if a vindicator of Chr\ftian piety, has a 
right to reprcfent our holy and righteous God, as fay- 
ing to a bloody adulterer in flagranti delifto, Thauaii 
all fair my love, my undeftled^ there is no fpot in thee. 
And arc thefe the fat pallures and lympid waters, 
where gofpcl-preach^rs " feed the fhcep ?" Where 
then ! Oh where are the " barren paftures and mud- 
dled waters" in which barefaced Antinomians feed 
the goats ? Is not this taking the children's bread t» 
caft it to dogs ? I had almoft afked, Is it not the abo' 
mindtion of defolation Jlanding in the holy place ? See yc 
not the Lord, O ye miftaken Chriftians, looking 
' down from the habitation of his holinefs? And do 
ye not hear him thunder this expoftulation from hea- 
ven ? Hoio long will ye hlof/phem^ mine honor, and kavc 
fuch plea fare in deceit ! Know ye not that I have cho/cn 
to myfelf the man that is godly, and that iiim who deUght^ 
eth in iniquity doth my foul abhor f 

(5.) And plead not, dear Sir. that you have quoted 
fcripture in defence of your point. If the church fays 
in a myftical fong, " Jam black in the cyesof the world, 
becaufe the fun of afHi£^ion and perfecution hath looked 
Upon me while I kept the Xfin^ards ^ but / am cmmefy in 
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the fight of God whofe fpirit enables me with un- 
wearied patience to . bear Jfie^ Imrden and ktq.t of the 
day;** you have abfolutely no right, cither from di- 
vinity or criticifm, to make thofc words*mqan " / 
am black by the atrocious crimes which I a6^ually 
commit, black by the horrors of adultery and mur- 
der; but no matter; / am cmndy by the purity and 
charity of my Saviour : my (ins, be th;:y fmall or be 
they great, arc for ever and forever cancelled ; I am 
juftified from all things." — Ag^in, if God fays to a pe- 
nient believer, to afoul,a£lual!y zufl/^tfj, walking with 
him as Enochs and walking in white, as the frw names in 
S/irdii who had not defiled tti/ir garnientsy " Thou art 
all fair, piy undefJed :*' is it right lo take thole gra- 
cious words, and apply them to every lukewarm 
I-aodicean we meet with : and to every aj;oftate, 
wlio not only dfjiks his garments, but wallows in the 
vure like the fow that was wafhed ? 

(6.) Another great, and if I am not miftaken, in- 
furmountable difficulty attends your fchemc. You 
tell us that '' a believer's pcrfon flands ablblved and 
** always compleat in the evcrlailing righteoufncfs 
" of the Redeemer.*' But I alk. Was he abfolvcd 
hfforehcvrss a believer ? Ifyouanfwer, '' No, he 
. was abfolved the moment he began to believe," it 
follows that he does fomething, that is, he believes to- 
wards his abfolution. And thus your main pillars, 
" that faitji is not previous to juftiHcalion, that thprc 
*• is no wrath in God for tlic cle6t, and that all 
** claims a^ainfl his people before or after, convcr- 
" fion arc for ever cancelled," arc tiot only broken, 
but groimd to powder. Add to this thac if the be*. 
Kcvcr is juftified in confcqucncc of liis faith, it is 
evident that his juftificjtion while he is on carih, 
can ftand no longer than his faith, and that' if he. 
makes fhipweck of faith and a good conf'ence as Hymc' 
ncu's^ he mud again cc7ne ivto condemnation. But fiip. 

Eofing that lo avoid thifc inconvcnicncies voubohHy 
ly, "He was juilified from the thntithe Lamb ^^j^ 

" fa,,,. 
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Jlain^ that is from the hgimting of the world.'* You 
point*bIank contradift Chi*!^ who fays that he w'hf 
icUevdhnotis condemned already* . Thiis' either the Ve- 
racity of our L6rd, or tho truth of your do&ine 
muft go to the bottom. A fad dilemma this, for 
thofe who confound CrHptanity with ChrifHanity ! 

XI. You reply, "As loon fhadl Satan pluck 
Chrid's crown mm his head, as his purchafe 
from his hand." Here is a great truths making 
way for a palpable erroTy and a dreadful injinuatiofu. 
Let us ( 1.) fee the great truth. Itjs.moft certain that 
no body fhall^ver be able to pluck Chrid'sfheep^ that 
is, penitent helievers, who hear his voice and follow 
him^ out of his prote£):ing almighty hand. &ut if 
the winds of thofe peniteM believers are corrupted from 
the fimplicity that is in Chrift; if they wax wanto% 
againfl him^ turn after Satan ^ end in the flffhy and 
draw back to perdition ; \f grozuing fat and kicking like 
Jfefhurun^ they ndgh like high-fed horfes after their 
neighbours wives ; we demand proof that they belong 
to the fold of Chrifl, and are not rather goats and 
wolves infheeps cloathing^ wh6 cannot without conveT- 
iion enter into the kingdom of heaven, («.) Thcpaipabie 
error is, that none of thofe for whom Chrifi died can be 
cajl flway and deflroyed^ that no virgin* s lamp czn go out^ 
ho promifingharveft be choiked withthorns^ "no branch 
in Chri/l cut off for unfVuitfulncfs, no pardon forfeit- 
ed, and no name blotted out of God*s book. — That no 
fait can Iqfe its fizvour, nobody receive the grace of God 
in vain^ bury his talent^ negleElfuch great falvatiqn^ tn- 
fle away a d^ay of vifitation, took back after fetting his 
hand totheptow^ dina grieve the fpirit tiM he is quenched^ 
and Jtrives no more. This error fo conducive to the 
Laodicean cafe, is exprcfsly oppofed by St. Peter, 
who informj us that fome deny the Lord that r ought 
them^ and bring tipon themfelves fnift deflruBion. And 
Chrift himfelf, tar from defiring to keep his luke- 
warm j&iirc/w/^ in HIS HAND, declares that A« wiU 
Jpue it out of HIS Mov'SH. Rev, iii. i6. 
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>PP pcfP^^uailiy try-to ^oao^as^ajntf cUS^ (bmev.i(^f 
ivhipxDy t9r ^yhai)( 1 know, eomfo^t^QifelvesaLrcap 
^y wi(h ^^ir neighbQ«;in V^iy es, yea^ and th e w wfs 
of their fathers; pleafetotell us how Vre iball civf*- 
§DTt,mUi(ms vfrtprod^^ whOs' fo^.-^l^H yoM l^now, 
try \o favt tiaythe^ frim thts^ adfUkrous ^dntration, 
Do ye iiot hear how Saftarv\^on affuppofitioa of the 
t^uth of your doJ^riQC, t|iuoiprh$ over thole unl\ap* 
fy viftiqpE^a. of yth^ fp^e call GofL's fovereUi;!^? 
W hiic that old murdcrex (hakes }iis Uoody hand gy€t 
• xhc myriads devoted to endleis torments, iqeth^nks I 
hear nim (ay to his fcUow-executioners of diyine 
vengeance, AsJoqnffuUl Qhrifi's croun he p^cludtjrow 
hifS kea4 as (his his free gift /r^ xi^y hand» Let yoM- 
der little f^Kk oif the ^le& con^mit- adultery and.i«- 
pc(b lu^A^ ^ny.fiofii^i^ ^ mffing 'Mivoi. % objcft 
po more. See whs^t exoi^d? of roprobates may pray 
and reform, and ihiv^ tlfU;ho^^ ^)>> /ft^^'^'of ^iqap- 
ing hell. Let thole gay ele^ ihOvit everiafting. btve ! 
itcr^al j}iJtiJic<Uion I ^j\dfiniflif4 foivation f (confent! 
Sec, yc fiends, fee the iprimenfe prey that awaits us, 
. and roar with me before-hand £,verlajkii\g wrath ! eUr- 
fu^ r^^qpiott i mdjinijkcd {Utfnnatwii 

Xil. << Our :Knth article mainfajfis-- tliat goqd 
*^ works necelfarily fpring out of a lively fi^ith, inf^^- 
'< much that hy them a lively faith may be 4s eyi- 
** dcntly known, as a tree difcemed by it|& fruits-" 
** This you fay J mofijirmly kciieve;" And neverthelefe, 
to prove juft the contrary, tofhew that when Davjd 
committed adultery and murder hc;had a livefy/aitliy 
and wastna/20/^ of JiiftificatUn andfanClificatioii^ you 
Auote a verfc of an hymn, compofed by the Rev, Mr. 
C. Wefley, which only fionfirms what 1 iay o^ under- 
valuing^ Vind. page 83. But you mi flake him, if 
you fuppofe that when Not one bud of grace appears 
to OurlclvcB, many^ may not appear to others ; and if 
you apply to outward enormities greed ly committed, 
what tne poet means of inward motions of fm cor- 
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dtally lamented and fteadfly' opjaofbd.* Neveithe- 
IhCsy as fomc expreffions hi- tKis hymn'are not pib- 

fcrly guarded, the pioiis author will forgive mc if 
ti-anfcribe part of a letter which I lately teceiv^ 
from him. 
■*■ I was once' cm thie brink of AnHnomiantfm, by 
unwarily reading Crifp and Saltmarfh. Juft then 
warm in my firft love, I was' in the utmoft dan- 
• p^r,' tvhen pro\'idence threw in my waiy Baxter's 
treatise intitled, -^n hundred errors (tf Dr. Crifp dt' 
fhonjtrated. My brother was (ooner apprehenfive 
of tnc dangerous abufc which would be made of 
our unguarded hymns and exprefEons, than I was* 
Now I alfo fee ind feel we muft all link— unlefs 
we call St. James to our affi (lance. Yet let us ftill 
ihfift as much or more than ever on St. Paulas juf- 
tiEcation. What God has joined together let no 
man put afunder. The -great Chillingwbrth law 
clearly the danger of fcparating St. James from St. 
Paul. He ufed to wim that whenever a chapter 
of St. Paul's judification was read, another of 
St. James might be read at the fame time.* 
XIII. Wlien my honored correfpondeut has endea* 
voured to prove by the above-mentioned feriptures, 
arguments, and quotations, that an impenitent adul- 
terer and murderer, iriftead of being under God's dif- 
pleafure, is " a pleafant child ftill ;" to compleat his 
work, he proceeds to fhew the good that falls into 
fin do to believers. Never did the pious author of 
Pittas Oxonicnjts employ his pen in a work Icfs con- 
ducive to piety ! 

"God, fays he, often brings about his purpofes 
** by thofe very means, which to the human eye 
*< would certainly defeat them. He has always the 
*' fame thing in view, his own glory and the falva- 
•' tion of his cleft by Jefus Chrift. This Adan> was 
" accomplifbing when he put the whole world un- 
** der the curfc.** Hail Adam under the fatal tree ! 
Pluck and eat abundantly, for ** ihou accomplifhoft 

the 



C «J 3 

,the falvation of : the cleft! Oh the inconfiftcncy of 
your do6i:rine ! If we indd upon doing the will of God 
m order to enter hu kingdom, we are holdly exclaim- 
ed again (l as proudly fharing the glory of our re- 
ademption with Chrift. But here Adam is repre^ 
• fented as his partner in the work of (alvation, and a 
ihare of his glory, pofitivcly adigncd to the fall, i. e. 
-to his difobcdience to the divine will. St. Paul alTcrts 
that iy one inan (Adam) came death, and /in thejling of 
death ; andfo death with his fling puffed 'upon all men. 
But you inform us that Adam by his fui ^^ accomp- 
liihed the falvation of thcclc£l." If this is not pluck- 
ing a jewel from Chrifl's crqwn, to adorn the mpft 
. improper head, in the world next to that of Satan, I 
am very much milbken. 

But' if God " brought aho^t nupurpqfe'* concern- 
ing the falvation of tlve eieci by the fall of Adam ; tell 
us, I pray, who brought about the purpofe concern* 
ing ifie damnation of the reprobates^ Had the Lord* 
^ always this thing in view" al|b ? On the brink of 
what a dreadful abyfs hath your- do£lrin& brought 
me !r— Sir^ my mind recpils ; I fly fioin^ the Qod • 
\vhoie Unprovided wrath ro(e before tho beginning 
ofthewox:)d, againft' millions of hisuQformed, and 
therefore suiUlcfs c; catpre^ ! He ^hat tafted death for 
ivery man bidsimP fly, ^4* he ppints me from Dr. . 
Cxifp to God whole ineriy is over all his worksy till . 
they peribnally forfeit, it by obilin^Jely trampling. 
Mpon his richefl grace. 

XIV.. As if it waft not enough to have rcprefent- • 
.cd our falvatipn in part accon^pkfhed by the tranfgref* 
£ipn pf our firft parents : yp»i bnng in Herod and '• 
fynlius PilaU, ano^bfcrve, to the honprotfthegood . 
yrhich ^n do^ to ^e ele&i that thofe unrighteous > 
jndges did ntkatfoever God's Ikand and tounfd deUrmined 
kef ore to bfi ditne. If you <|.uo(e this paflagic t^ infinu- 
9iit thai God pr&^iqtcrmined their fin^ you reflc£b: 
Wfion . divine hoUncfiiy ^nd apologize for4he.muidor« 

H 3. . .. ecr^ 
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crs of our Lord, as you have for the murderer of 
Uriah. 

I ijranf, that when God faw, in the light of his 
infinite forc-knowlcdgc, that Pilate and Caiaphas 
would abfblulcly chuTc injuftice and cruelty ; he de- 
termined that they fhould have the awful opportunity 
tjf excrcifing them again fl his Anointed, As a fkilful 
pilot, without prc-dctermining and raifing a contrary I 
wi^fid, forefees it will rife, and pre-determines (o I 
to manage the rudder and fails of his (hip, as to 
make it anfwer a good purpofe. So God over-ruled 
the forefeen wickedneis of thofe men, and made it 
fubfervient to his merciful jufiice in offering up the 
true jpafichal Lamb. But, as it would be very abfurd 
to aicribe to the contrary wind the praife due to the 
pilot*sJkiU : fo it is very unevangehcal to afcribe to { 
the fm of Pilate, or of Jofcph's brethren, the good 
which God drew from fome of it's extraordinary cir- 
cumftances. 

XV. «* The Lord has promifcd to make all things 
" warkjor good tc thofe that iove him — and if all things, 
** then their vciy fins and corruptions arc included 
•* in the royal promife." A fyrcn-fong this ! which 
vou unhappily try to fupport by fcripture. But ( i .) 
if this is the love of God that toe keep his command- 
merits^ how will you prove that David -^^df God^ 
when he left his own wife for that of Uriah ? Docs 
not our Lord declare that thofe who will x\ot forfake 
hujland, wife, children and all things for his/ake, are not 
tvorthy of him, either as believers or lovers? And arc 
thofe worthy of him who break his eomitaandments, 
and take their neighbours tyii;w^ Again, if St. John 
fpeaking of one who does not relieve an' indigent 
brother, aiks with indignation, How dtuelUth the lovt 
of God in HIM ! May not I with greater reafon fay. 
How dwelt the love of God in David ! Who, far from 
aflifting Uriah; murdered his foul by drunkennefs, 
and his body' with the fword \ And if David did net 
love God, how can you believe that a promiie made 

to 
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• id ihofe that love God^ refpeded him in his (late of 
impcnitency ! — (2.) When wt extol friee grace, and 
declare that GoiVs mercy is over all his tuorks^ you di- 
. rc£lly suifwer, that the word all mufl be taken in 
a limited fenfe : but when you extol the profitable- 
.nefs of fin, all, in all things working for good, mufl 
;be taken univeifally, and include fin and corruptio>i^ 
-contrary to the context. — (3.) I fay, contrary to the 
'.context ; for jufl before the apoflle declares, Ifyc Hoc 
■ after tkefle/h, yeJJiaU die, ye fhall evidence the truth 
of Ezckiel's ao&rine. When the righteous turneth azoay 
•from his righleoufnefs, in his fin that he hath finned Jhall 
ht die — and at the end of the chapter the things that 
work for good arc enumerated, and they include all 
irihuhtions and aeatureSy but not our own fin, 
. unlefs you can prove it to be God's creature, and not 
the devil's proau6lion. — (4.) It i^ no where promifed 
that fin fhall do us good. On the contrary, God 
conflantly rcprcfents it as the greatefl evil in the 
world, the root' of all other temporal and eternal 
. evils : and as he makes it the object of his invariable 
difapprobation, fb, till they repent, he levels his fb- 
-vereft threatnings at finners without refpeft of per- 
fons. But the author of Fietas Oxonienlis has made 
a new difcovery. Thro' the glafs of Dr. Crifp he 
fees that one of the choicefl promifcs in fcripturc 
refpcfis the commifhon of fin, of theft and incefl, 
adultery and murder. So grofly are threatnings and 
promifes, punifhments and rewards, confounded to- 
gether by this fafhionable divinity ! ■ 

(,V) I grant that in fbme cafes the punijhment in- 
fli6led upon a finner hks been over-ruled for eood : 
but what is this to the^Tt it/elf P Is it reafonable to 
afcribe to^fi the good that may fpring from the rod 
with which fin is punifhed? Some robbers have 
perhaps been brought to repentance by the gallows, 
and others deterred from comihttting robbery by the 
terror of their punifhment ; biit by what rute' in logic 
or divinity can wq infer from thence' either that any 

robbers 
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Jin^ belong net to ihtfaUy but to an happy recovery 
Jrom it : and my honored cortefpondent is as mucir 
miilaken, when he afcribes tojin the eflfefts ofre- 
pentanre smd faith, as if he afcribcd to a frofl the ef- 
fe£l of a thaw, or to iicknefs the confequences of a 
recovery. 

And now that we have feen how you have done 
a piou^ man's ftrange work ; permit me, Sir, to tell 
you that thro' the prevalence of human corruption, 
a word fpoken for fin generally goes farther than ten 
thoufand fpoken againft it. This I know, that if al 
fall, in an hoar of temptation, appears only half fo 
proJitabU as you reprcfent it, thoufands will venture 
after David into the whirl-pool of wickednefs. But 
alas ! Jarilis dc/cenfus averni. &c. it is eafier to follow 
him wiien he plunges in. than when he ftruggles 
out witli his eyts zuajied, his Jlejk dried up, and his 
if ones broken. 

XXI. I aladly do you the juftice, honored, Sir, 
to obfcrve that you exclaim againft iin in the next 
page; but does not the antidote come too late ? You 
iky, " Whatever may be God's fecret will, we are 
*' to keep clofc to the declaration of his own written 
*' word, which binds us to refift fm." But alas! 
you make a bad matter worfc by reprefer.ting God as 
having two wills, Sifer'^-d cffedlual will that we fhould 
fin, and a revealed will, or written zvord, command- 
ing us to refill fin ! If thcfe infinuations arc juft, I 
afk, Why fhould wc not ^ regard God's fecret^ as 
much as his revealed zuilf. ? Nay. why fhould we not 
regard it more, fince it is the more ejficacious, and con- 
Icquently {he Jlronger zvi'l ? 

You add, •• lie would be mad who fhould wil- 
" fuUv fall down, and break a leg or an arm, be- 
•* caule he knew there was a fkilful furgeon at hand 
*' to fct it." But I beg leave to dinfent from my ho- 
nored opponent. Foi, fuppofing I had a crooked 
leg. appointed to be broken for ^ood by God's^- 
iret tciU intimated to mc: a dear friend ftrongly ar- 
gued 
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. not only that the furgeon is a thand, but that he 
I render my leg flraitcr, handfomer, and flrongcr 
before : muH I not be a fool, or a coward, if I 
:e throwing myfclf down ? 
vir, if th? dcceitfulnefs of Jin is fo great, that thou« 
greedily commit it, when the gallows on earth, 
lorrible torments in hell, are propofed for their 
ages; how will they be able to efcapc in the 
of teiTiptation, if they are encouragca to tranf- 
the divine law, by aflurances, that they fhall 
eternal advantages from their fin I Oh ! how 
/ ncceffary was it, that Mr. W. fhould warn, 
(iftants againd talking of a /^aif^ of juftification 
inEHJication^ in fo unguarded a manner as you, 
ind the other admirers of Dr. Crifp fo f re- 
ly do ? 

u conclude this letter by fome qiiotations from 
JVcfley, whom you vainly try to prefs into the 
)r\s fefvicc, by reprefenting nim as faying of 
ifhed Chriftians what he fpeaks of babes in 
b, and of the commiflion of adultery and mur- 
'hat he only means of evil defire refifted, and 
empers reftrained : but more of this in a Trtoi' 

Chrifiian PerfeEkon. 

Your FIFTH LETTER \ 
s by a civil reproof, for " fpeaking rather iri a 
sring manner of that heart-cheariiig expreflion 
>ften ufed by awakened divines, thtjinifh^d faU 
ion OF Christ :" an expreflion which, by 
^e, you will not find once in all my letters. 
/hy fome divines, whom you look upon as una* 
ned, do not admire the unfcriptural expreflion 
fhed (alvation, you may fee ad check, page.Si. 
n thankful for your fecond reproof, ana hope 
1 make me more careful not to " fpesdc as a maii 

world." But the third I really cannot thank 
Dr. " You are not very (paring of hard names 
infl: Dr. Crifp," fays my honored correfpon- 

and again, <^ The hard names, and heavy 

I *' cenfures 



** ccnfurcs thrown out againft the Doftor, are by 
^* far more unjufliRable tha[n what has been deliver- 
^ cd againfl Mr. W," The hardefl names I «ve to 
your favorite divine arc, the DoBor^ the good DoBor^ 
and the honejl Dodory whom notwithfbinaing all hi^ 
miftakcs, I reprefent (2 check, page 24} as a good 
nan {houting aloud Sulvation to the Lamb ofGoi. 
Now, Sir, I Ihould be glad to know by what rule, 
either of criiicifin or chanty ^ you can prove thatthefe 
are hard names^ more unjuftifiabU than the names of 
*- papift unmafked, heretic, apoftate, worfe thazt 

Eapifts," &c. which have been of late fo liberally 
eilowed upon Mr. W. 

I confefs that thofe branches 6f Dr. Crifp's doCb-ine 
which (land in direfl: oppofition to the pra6tical gof- 
pel of Chrift, I have uken the liberty to call Crifpi- 
anity, ; for had I called them Chrijtiavityy my con* 
f:ience and one half of the bible would have flown 
in my face : and had I called them Cal^ni/nty Wil- 
liams, Flavel, AUein, Bifhop Hopkins, and num- 
bers of found Calvinifisy would have proved mc mit 
taken ; for they agree to reprefent iJie peculiarities 
of the Do6lor, as loqfe Antinomian tenets ; and if any 
ihan can prove them either legal or evangelical^ 1 
Ihall gladly recant thofe epithets, which I have fomc' 
times given, not the good Do6i:or, but his unfcrip-* 
tural notions. 

In the mean time permit me to obferve, that if 
any one judges of my letters by the ,(j6th page of your 
book, he will readily fay of them what you fay of the 
Rev\ Mr. Sellon*s works : " I have never read 
** them, and from the accounts I hear of the abu- 
" five unchriftian fpirit with which they are writ- 
** ten, I believe I (hall never give myfelf that trou- 
" ble." Now Sir, I have read Mr. Sellon's books, 
and have therefore more right than you, who never 
read thonh, to give them a public charafter. You 
tell us you " have u£ar.d of the imbecility of thi 

performance^' 
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mt^ferfomutncei^'&c, and I aflurcmy readers I havefound 
m\h a mafterly mixture of the ikill belonging to the 
■il^ndble fcholar, the good logician, and the found 
■I anti-Crifpian divide. 

« . He is Dluht, I confefs, and fbmetimes to- an ex- 
^ jcefs. '' Really, fays he in a private letter, I cannot 
^ iet my rafor ; tnere is a roughnefs about me I cannot 
: 3 get rid of. If honeft truth Will not excufe me, I 
g mufl bear the blame of thofe whom nothing s\'ill 
^ plcafe. but fmooth things." But fharp (you would fay 
i] ahufivt) as he is, permit me to tell you that my muc^: 
admired countryman .Calvin was much more fo* 
^ For my part, tho' I would no more plead for abiift • 
J than for aavUtry and murder, yet like a tine SuilTe i 
g love blunt hmefty ; and to give you a proof of it, 1. 
J ihall take the liberty lo obferve, It is much eafier to 
g fay a book is full of hard names, and hcaxty cenfura^ 
A written in an abufive unchriflian fpirit ; and to inlinuate- 
g it is " dangerous, or not worth reading ;" than it is 
J feirly to anfwer one lirigle page of it. And how far 
^ a late publication proves the truth of this obfcrvation, 
J T: leave our candid readers to decide. 
. Page 38, you " aflure me upon honor, that Mr.. 
J " W.'s pieces again (I eleftion and pcrfcverancc, 
. " (Why did you ior^eX ntrohalion?) have greatly 
" tended to eftablifh your oelief in thofe moft com- 
" fortable doftrincs." Hence vou conclude, that 



j •* Mr. W.'s pen has done much fervice to the Cal- 
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•* Mr. W.'s pen has done much 
'" vinilllc caufc,". and add, that " (bmc- verv ex- 
I*' perienced Chrlflians hope, he will write again 
*' upon that fubjcft, or publifh a new edition of his 
"" former trails'* 

You arc too much acquainted with the world, dear 
Sir, not to know that moft Deifts declare, they were 

I 2 eftabliihed 

f Some of the Rev. Mr. Sellon's works are, Arniments againft 
the d<i£^rine of genn al redetn j»:i(m confidercd. — A defence of God*s 
fovarignty—and The Church of England, vindicated from the 
charge of CalvinifiB. All oCtheile arc well worth theKadiogof 
every fenfible aiid pious man. 
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cftablifhed in . their, fentiraents by- rea£ng the OM 
and New Teflament, But would you ai^e conclu- 
fivcly if you inferred from thence, that the facred 
writers have done iiAAtWty much fervict? And if fqmc 
confident infidels expreffed theit hopes, that our bi- 
fhops wmild reprint the bible to propagate Deifm ; 
would you not fee thro' their empty poaft, and pity 
their deiftical Jlourijh f Permit me, honored Sir, to 
cxpofe by afmile the fimilar wifh of the pcrfons you 
mention, who, if they are ** very experienced 
Chriftians,*' will hardly pa& for Very modefl logi« 
cians. 

The gentleman of fortune you mention never read 
'^Mr. W.'s trails, nor one of Mr. ScUon'son the Crif. 
pian orthodoxy ; and I am no more furprized to fee 
you both diffent from thole divines than I fhould be to 
find you both iriiftakcn upon the bench, if youpafled 
a ieafive fentence, before you had fo much as neard 
9ne witnels out. The clergyman you refer to has 
probably been as preeipitatc'as the two pious magi- 
mates ; therefore you will permit me to doubt whe- 
ther he, any more than my nonored opponent, ''has 
had courage enough to fee for himfelf." 



CONCLUSION. 

Having fo long animadverted upon your letters, 
it is time to confider the prefent ftate of our contro- 
verfy, Mr, W, privately advances among his own 
friends fome propofitions, defigned to keep them 
from running into the fafhionable errors of Dr. Crifp. 
Thefe propofitions are fecretly procured, and puo- 
licly expofed thro* the three kingdoms, as dreadfully 
heretical, and fubverlive of the Proteftant doftrine 
of Jujlijication by faith. In Mr. W,*s abfence a friend 
writes in defence of his propofitions. The Rev, Mr. 
Shirley, inftcad of trying to defend his miftakes by 
argument, publicly recants his circular letter and his 
volume of fennons by the lump. Some of the ho- 
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ncft fouls, who had been €arricd away hy the ftream 
of fafhionable error, begin to look about them, and 
aik whether narratives and recantations arc to pafs 
ioT fcriptures and arguments ? The worthy autijoi of 
Pietas Oxonicnfis to quiet them, enters the hfts, 
and makes a (land againii tlie anti-CriJpian propolu. 
tions ; but what a (land ! . 

( 1 .) " Man*s faithjulnefs^ fays he, I have no ob- > 
: jeftion to, in a Jober go/pel fenje of the word.** So 
Mr. W.*s firft propohtion, by my. opponent*s con- • 
. feflion, bears ^Jobtr gijpeljenfe. . 

(2.) He attacks the doarine of zoorkingjor life by 
propodng fome of the very obje^ions anfwered in 
the vindication,, without taking the leaft notice of 
the anfwers— by producing fcriptures quite foreign 
to the queflion, and keeping out of fight thofe which > 
have been advanced— by pafling over in lilence a 
variety of rational . arguments — jumbling all the de- 
grees of fpi ritual life and death, acceptance and juf-. 
tification mentioned in. the facred oracles — confound*. 
iDg all the difpenlations of divine grace towards man 
• -and levelling at Mr« W. a witticifnoL which wounds . 
Jefus Chrifrhimlelf., 

(3.) He acknowledges^ the truth of the.do6b"inc 
that we mud *^ dofynethmg in. order to obtain jujlijica^ 
tion;" and .after; this candid conceflion, fairly gives - 
up the fundjunental Proteftant do&rine o^ Ji^tficd'^ . 
Hon by faith — the very dodrine. which Luther called . 
Articulusftantisvel cadentis EccUfia^ and .which our. 
churci:' fp ftrongly maintains if) her articles and ho^. 
Jhilies. The Rcv/ Mr, .Shirley: thrqwg his -fermon , 
on Jufiification ^ /ait A- overboard : his.fecond comes . 
up. to mend the matter, . and does it fo unfortunately 
a$ to throw the handle aftier the ax, . He renounces 
the do^nne.itielf^. I maintain^ iays he, ihat belieiting ; 
cannot ht previous to jufii&cation. As dangerous a pro*^* 
pQfition as was ever aovanced by Dr*: Crifp; jand re- 
Mtied.by.iil the, fober CalvinifUof.thc..la£b century!.: 

1-8 i (iOHc 
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(4.) He oppofes St. Peter's, Mr. Henry's, and Mr.- 
^.'s clo6lrine, that " Cornelius was accepted of 
God in confeqiience of his Jearing God and working 
tighteoufnefsy'* and infinuates that Cornelius was ac- 
cepted be/ore he feared God and worked rightcouf* 
ncfs. Upon this fcheme, the words of St. Peter, he 
thatfcanth God and workcth ri^hUoufncfs is accepted oj 
kimy may mean, '* he that daretu God and worketA, 
UNRIGHTEOUSNESS ij acctpted of him!** 

(5.) Hcreprefents Mr. W. as a Papift, for having 
privately obferved among his friends, that we have 
been too much afraid of the word merits while he 
allows real Proteftants,*the Countefs of Huntingdon^ 
and the Rev. Mr. Shirley, to publifh and fing, Wc 
merit heaven by the righteoujnefs which Chnjt hasjuppliedm 
Nay, he fings the fame bold words at the Locke- 
Chapel. The Rev. Mr. Madan's we merit pailes for 
gofpel ; his hymns arc every where recommended 
as evangelical ; but " Popery is about mid- way be- 
tween Proteftantifm and Mr. Wefley." What 
ftiange prejudice ! And yet, furprizingt' My ho- 
nored correfpondent accuies me of betraying " no 
fmall degree oi chicanery" upon the article of mm/ / 

(6.) He attempts to " fplit the hair*' which theRev** 
Mr. Shirley is wife enough not to attempt. But how ? 
Without ceremony he cuts off the middle term bc« 
tween being rewarded according to our warks^ and as our 
works deferve ; he throws out of the queftion this pro- 
pofition that " we are rewarded because of our works^**^ 
tho* it is fupported by the plaineft fcriptures 

(7.) Notwithftanding this unwarrantable Ifberty, 
when he confidently foars upon the wings of ortho- 
doxy, to find his broad pauage between " Eaft and 
Wef'" he direftly falls into Mr. W..*s feniiment, 
about the reward abtenefs of works ; and, before he is 
aware ihakes hands with the good Papift Scotus^ 
and the good Proteftant Baxter* 

(8.) The 
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(8.) The laft propofition which' he attacks is, that 
5* we are continually pleafing or difpleafing to God 
*' according to the whole of our inward and outward 
** behaviour. " And what does he advance againft 
it ? Affertions and diftinHions, contradi6l;ed by the 
general tenor of the bible,— Scriptures detached from 
'the context, and fet at variance with the cleared de- 
clarations of God, andloudell di6lates of confcience« 
V-And what is worfe than all, dangerous enumera<* 
'tions of the good that falling into adultery, murder, 
perjury, and inceft does to them that love God. 

Ana now, honored Sir, let the Chriftian world 
judge, whether you have been able to fix the mark 
of error upon one of the propofitions fo loudly de- 
cry ed as heretical; and whether the letters you 
have honored me with, do not expofe the caufe 
which you have attempted to defend, and demon- 
ftrate tne abfolute neceflity of ere6Hng and defend- 
ing fuch a feafonable rampait as the minutes, to check 
the rapid progrcfs of Dr. Crifo's gofpeU 

Permit me, honored and dear Sir, to conclude 
by afluring you, that altho* I have thought myfelf 
obliged puolicfy to fhew the miflakes in the five let- 
ters which you h^Mc pubhcly direfled to me, I gladn 
ly do you the juftice to acknowledge, that your prin- 
ciples have not that effefl upon your condu£^ which 
they naturally have upon the converfation of hun- 
dreds who are confiflent Antinomjans«. See 2d cheeky 
page7u 

If I have addreflfed my three checks to the Rev. Mb. 
Shirley and yourfelf, God is niy witnels that it waa 
not to refleft upon two of the moft eminent cha* 
ra&ers in the circle of my religious acquaintance* 
Forcible circumftances have over-ruled my inclina* 
tion* Decipimur fpecie rcfti^ Thinking to attack 
error, you have attacked the very truth which pro- 
videivce calls -me. to. defend: ana the attack appears 
to me fo much, the more dangerous as your laborious. 
zeal and eminent piety are moie VQilhy of public. 

Fegardi 
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Yegard; than the boifterous rant and loofe infinu4* 
tions of twenty praElical Antinomians. The tempter, 
is not fo great a novice in Antichriflian politics, as 
to engage only fuck to plead for do^rinal Antinomia^ 
nifm. Thi& would fbon fpoil the trade. It is his 
mailer-piece of wi(dom, to get good nun to do him 
that eminent fervice. He knows that their good Uvea 
will make way for their 6ad principles. Nor does 
be ever deceive with more decency andfuc^efs thaa 
under the refpb6Uble cloak of their eenuine piety.. 

If a wicked man pleads for fin, fceniun nabet ia 
oornuy. he carries tne mark on his forehead : we. 
fland upon our ffuard. But when a good man givea^ 
iis to under(land.that there are no lengths God*s peo^ 
may not run^ nor any depths they may not fall into^ with«>. 
out lofing the character of men after Goa^s own heart^^ 
that many wiUpraife God for our denial ofCkrift — thati 
Jin and corrvption work for good^ that a fall into adulf 
tny wiU drive us nearer ta Chrijt^ and make us ling lim- ■ 
der to the praife of free grace ; when he quotes (ciipturQ: 
too in order to lupport thefe affertions, calling theia« 
the pure gplpel^. and rcprefen ting the oppodte doc-- 
trine as the. relagian herefy wone than Popery it-, 
felfj he cajis.the Antinomian w^<>« tiie right fde ofth^^. 
Jkip^. andfis likely to enclofe a great multitude of un- 
wiuy men ;. efpecially if fome of- the befi hands in-^ 
the- kingdom drive the frighted (hoal into the net^. 
Iind^elp to drag it to (hore. 

This is, iionorcd Sir, what I. apprehend youhavo- 
dbne, not defi?nedly, but thinking to do God fer* ■ 
vice : and this is what every good man, who does not« 
k)ok at the gofpel thro* Dr. Crifp's ^^\ muft refo* 
hitely oppofe. Hence the fteadinels with: which I*. 
have looked in the face a man of God, whofe feett 
I" fhbuld be glad to wafh at any time, . under, a lively, 
fenfo of my great inferiority. 

And now, as if I were admitted to (hew- you that- 
humble mark of brotherly love, I beg yeu would:. 
nQt confider the uacercmooius plainnefs of a Suifl*&' 

( m ou n la i nc^r,) , 



(mountaineer), as the farcaftic infolence of an incorri- 
gible Arminian. 

- I bcfeech you to make fome difFerenc^e between 
the wifdom and poifon of iktjcrpeni. If charity for- 
bids to meddle with the latter, does not Chrift rc- 
cx>mmend the former? Is every mild, well-meant 
irony, a bitter and cruel iarcafm' ? Should we direftly 
iniinuate that it is the fign of *' a bad fpirit," the 
mark of murder in the heait; and that he who 
ufes it to fharpen the truth, \ fcatttrsjirebrands^ arrows 
and death ? To fay nothing of Elijah and the priefts 
of Baal, did our I<ord want cither deep {erioumefs or 
ardent love, when coming more than conqueror, 
from his third conflift'in Gethfemane, he roufedhis 
nodding difciples by this companionate irony, Jleep 
m now, and take your rejl ! Did not the ufefiilnefs of 
a loud call, a defer\^ed reproof, a feafonable expoftu-* 
lation, and a folcm'n warning, meet in that well- 
timed figure of fpeeqh ? And was it not more effec- 
tual than the two awful charges, which he had given 
them before ? 

. I intrcat you to confider, that when the meaneft 
of God's minifters has truth and 'confcience on his 
fide, without being either abujive or uncharitable, ho 
may fay, even to one whom the Lord has exalted to 
the royal dignity. Thou art the man I God has exalted 
you not only among the gentlemen of fortune in this 
kingdom, but wliat is an infinitely greater bleiling, 
among the converted men who are tranjlated into the 
kingdom of his dt'ar Son, Yet by a mi (lake, fafhion- 
able among religious people, you have unhappily 
paid more regard to Dr. Crifp than to St. James. 
And as you have pleaded the dangerous caufe of the . 
impenitent monarch, I have addrefled you with the 
honed boldneis of the expoftulating prophet. I have ' 

faid 

f ' This aflertioii it the grand argument of an evangelical writer 
in the gofpel-magazine, and of a charitable gentleman (a baptift 
miniiier I think^ in a printed letter dated Bath^^ If this method of 
arguing is Calviniflically evangelical, my readers will eafily 
perceive it is very far &om being cither legal or ipri^urall^ \»^c^V« 
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fcid to my honoreii: opponents. ^ Aouartthe man**-^ 
with a commendable defigp ofcomfouins ^> moum- 
*^ ing backfliders, yeu- have inadvertently ffven: oe*^ 
"- cafion io^ the tntmies of the Lord to btajphtmef. and un- 
^ fcriptutaHy affured beheveis, that falls even into 
^ enormous (ins (hall work for liieir good^ and. ac* 
^ complifh God's parpQfes for his glovy and^ their 
*♦ falvation." And as 1 have fupportcdmy expoftu- 
hitions about your doHHnal mifhikes withpl^un fcrip- 
tnre, which amounts to a thus fays the Lord; I he*- 
ieech you to take them in as good part, as King Da^ 
vid did the pfophet^s reproofs about his j^ro^b'coif'xi^iP^ 
€arriages. 

I owe much refpeft to you, but moie to inxtii, to* 
confcience and to God; IF in trying to difchar^ettiy 
duty towards them, I have inadvertently betrayeds 
any want of refpeft for you;- I humbly afic your par-^ 
don ; and I can affure you in the face of the whole* 
world, that notwithdandin^ your (kong attachment^ 
t0 the peculiarities of Dr. Crifp, as there is no * fk^- 
mily in the world to which I am under greater obli- 
gation than yours, fo there arc few gentlemen fon 
whom I have fo peculiar an efteem, as for the rev- 
fpe<ftable author of Pietas Oxonienfis, And till we 
come where no miftake will raife prejudice^ and no. 
prejudice will foment oppofition to any part of the 
truth— till we meet where allthat/etfr God and work: 
righteoifnefs^ however jarring together now, will' 
join in an eternal chorus, and wiA perfe£t harmony- 
afcribe a C4)mmon falvation to the Lamb that was Jlain;- 
I declare in the fear of God and in the name of- 
Jefus,. that no oppofite views of the fame truths, noi 
clafhinfT diverlity of contrary fentimcnts, no plau- 
fible infinuations of narrow-hearted bigotry, fhall 
hinder me from remaining with the greatefb fincerfty,. 
Honored and dear Sir, 

Your mod obedient and obliged Servant 

in the bandb oi di praBical Gofpel, 

Mad£^L£v^ Fei* 3|, 17714. J. Fi 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

. AS I have cleared mv conicience with refpeft 
to Antinondanifin^ a fuhje& which at Chis time ap* 
pears lo ine of the laff impprtance; I (houki be glad 
to employ my leifure hours in writing on fubje£^s 
more fuitable to my tade and private edification: 
it is by no means my-defign to obtrude my fentiments 
upon my Calvinian, any more than upon my Armi- 
man brethren. I dncerely w^ilh peace to both upon 
the terms of mutual forbear ancty Veniam petimus que, 
tdamus que vidifRm* Should therefore a fourth 
publicatK>n call for a fouith check ; if I can help it, 
U Ihall hcjhort. I Hiall juil thank my antagoni{l for 
his eUfirved reproofs, or point out his capital mif- 
takes, and quote the pages in the three checks where 
his obje6Bons are already anfwered. But if his per- 
formance is merely Calviniflical, I fhall take the li- 
beity of referring him to the Rev. Mr. Sellon's *' im- 
becil performaTKie*' which, I apprehend, every un- 
prejuaiced perfon, who has courage to fee smaread 
for himfelf, will find, firon^ enough to refute the 
flrongeft arguments of ]Elifha Coles, and^ the Synqd 
©f Dort. 

3efore I layby my pea, 1 beg leave to addrefs-a 
moment the true believers who efpoufe Calvin's fen- 
timents. Think not, honored brethren, that I have 
ho eyes to fee the eminent fervices which many of 
you render to the church of Chrift ; no heart to blefs 
God for the Chriftian graces which {bine in your 
exemplary conduft ; no pen to teflify, that by let- 
ting your light fhine before men, you adorn the gof- 
pel o^God our Saviour, as many of yrour predccelTors 
nave done before you. I am not only perfuaded 
that your opinions are coniillent with a genuine con* 
verHon, but, I take heaven to witnefs, now much I 
prefer a Calvinifl who loves God, to a Remonflrant 
who does nut. Ves, although I vaiuo Chrifl infi- 
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tiitely above Calvin, and St. James above that good, 
well-meaning man Dr. Crifp, I had a thoufand times 
rather be dodrinally minmken with the latter than 
praftically deluded with thofe who fpeak well of St. 
Jzmts'spfrfe^ law of liberty^ and yet remain lukewarm 
Laodiceans in heart, and {>erhap$ grofs Antinomians 
in condufl. 

This I obferve to do your piety juftiqe, and pre- 
vent the men of this world, into whofe hands tnefe 
(hcets may fall, itamjalfdy atcufingy'our good con'vrr" 

fation in Chrijt ; and confounding you with pra&kal 
Antinomians, fomc of whofe dangerous notions you 
inadvertently countenance. If I have therefore taken 
the liberty of expofing your favorite miflakes, do xne 
the juflice to believe that it was not to pour contempt 

' upon your refpeftablc perfons ; but to fet your pecu- 
liarities in fuch a light, as might either engage you 
to renounce them, or check the forwardnefi with 
which fome have lately recommended them as the 
only doElrines of gract^ and the pure gojpei of Jefus 
Chrift; unkindly reprefenting their remonftrant 
brethren as enemies to free grace, and abettors of a 
dreadful herefy. 

If you think that I have exceeded in my checks 
the bounds which brotherly love prefcribes to a con- 
troverfial writer ; permit me to remind you and my* 
felf, that we are parties^ and therefore peculiarly 
liable to think the word of each otheriv intentions 
and performances. By our refpeftive publications 
we have appealed to the ferious wbrld ; let us not 
then take the matter out of their hands : and while 
we leave to our merciful God the judging of our fpi- 
rjts, let us leave our ferious readers to judge of our 
arguments, and pafs fentence upon the manner in 
which they are propofed. 

And you my remonftrant brethren, who atten- 
tively look at our conttoverfial engagement ; while 
a Geneva- Anticalvini ft foUicits an intereft in your 
prayersf ox.mieknefs of wifdorriy permit him to offer you 
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Ibme lealbnable advices,' whieh he wants to inculi6a€e * 
upon his own .mind alfo. 

•(i.) More than ever let us confirm our loVe to-' 
wards our calvinift brctni^en. If our arguments gatl- 
them, let us not envenom the fore by malicioudy 
triumphing over them. Nothing is more likely ta 
prpvolce their difpleafure, and drive them from what 
we believe to be the truth. If we, that immediately" 
hear tke burthen and keat of this controverfial dav, are- 
obliged to cut ; help us to aft the part of fricndlr op- 
ponents, by dircftly pouring into the wound the- 
healing balfam of brotherly love ; and if ydu fee U9 
carried beyond the bounds of moderation^ inftahtty 
admonifh us, and check our check s. Your tehifptrf^ 
will go farther than the clamors of our opponents.. . 
The former, we know, muft proceed from truth r 
but we are apt to fufpeft that the latter fpring from 
partiality, or a mere ftratagem not uncommon sn- 
GOntroverfial wars. Witnefe the clamors of the Jewsf 
and thofe of the Ephefians, when the one i^w that 
their Idol-temple, the othei, that great . Diana Mia» 
m danger. 

( 2.) Do not rejoice in the • mifiakes of 'our-oppo«-'- 
nents, but in the diteSion^of' error* Defire* not that' 
we^ but that truth may prevail. Let us- not only be 
willing that our brethren fhould win the day, if they 
have truth on their fide j but let us make it nfratterof 
fi^emn,^ eameft and conftant prayer^ Whiter we 
decry confined^ JhackUd grace, obtruded upofi m» as 
fret grace % let not bigotry con^ittf our affe£tionSy and 
^^dcA^ our heartSr Nothing would be more abfurti : 
than to fall into calvinian narrotonefi of ^ivit,^ while *' 
we oppofe Calvin's narrow fyftemv If we aedmit tire 
temper^ we might as well be cn^ite confiftent,"^ andl at '^ 
once embrace the doSlrine^ The bed- method «! ve-^ 
commending God's univerlkl love to»- mankintf^ is. i 
to love all men univerfallyr If abibhite ? eprefotioiirr 
ka* no place m oor principles, let it 'have noHcm'.'. 
•aradOfefiiofiSr If we believe tbat^alCiihare nr^ > 



divitie mercy^ let all be interefted in our brotherly 
ktndnefs. Should fuch praBUal danonfiraiions of 
univerfalt love, fecond o\xr fcriptural arguments for it, 
by Cod's bleding bigotry would foon return to Rome,- 
and narrow grace fly back \o Geneva, 

{3.) Let us ftriftiy obfepve the rules of decency 
and kindnefs, taking care not to treat upon any pro- 
vocation, any of our opponents in the lame manner 
that they have treated Mr. Wcfley. The men of the: 
world hint fometimes that he isa papifL ^nd a jefuit:: 
but good,, mi flak en men have gone much farther ii> 
the prefent controverfy.. They have publifhed: ta 
the world, that they do verify biUevc^hn principles art 
too rotten for even a papiji to rejt w^on— that it may be 
Juppofedj popery ir about the midway between prptejlan'^ 
tifm and him - That he zaades through the (piagmires of 
peiA^anifm^ deals in inconfijiencies^ manifejt contradic"- 
tions, SLud Jirange prevarications — That if a contra/t 
was drawn from his various offer fiohs upon the doBrinf 
of ftnlefs perfeBion^ a little piece might extend into afolio^ 
i;(?Z24i«^— and that they are more than ever convinced of 
his prevaricating difpojition. Not fatisfied with going* 
to d benediSiine monk in Paris for help again ft his 
dreadful here fy^ they have wittily extrafted an argu- 
ment ad hominem, from the comfortable dijh of tea which 
he drinks with Mrs. Wejley ; and, to compleat the de- 
monftration of their refpeft for that grey-headed, la- 
borious minifter of Chrift,. they have brought him 
upon the (lage of the controverfy in a drefs of theip 
own contriving, and made him declare to the world, 
that WHENEVER hc andffty -three of his fellow labour- 
ers s\y 07ie thingy they mean quite another. An(i 
what has he done to deferve this ufage at tlieir hands ? 
Which of them has, he treated unjuftly or unkindly ? 
Even in the courfc of this controverfy has he injured 
any man? May he- not fliy to^ this hour, tu pugnast 
co^o vapulo tantum ? Let us avoid this warmth-, my 
brethren:;, remenxberifig, that perlbnal reflection? will 



never pafs for convincing arguments whh the judi- 
cious and humane. 

I have endeavoured to follow this advice with re- 
gard to Dr. Crifp : neverthelefs, left you fhould 
rank him with praBical Antinomians, I once more 
gladly prolefs my belief that he was a good man : and 
-delire that none of you wouW condemn all his fer- 
mons, much lefs his ckaraBer, on account of his un- 
guarded antinomian propofitions refuted by Williams 
and Baxter, fome of which I have taken the liberiy 
•to produce in the preceding checks. As there are a 
few things exceptionable in good Bifliop Hopkins, 
So there are many things admirable in Dr. Crifp'i 
works : And as the glorious truths advanced by the 
former,, ihould not make you receive his calviniaii 
miftakes.as gofpel ; fo the illegal tenets of the latter, 
ihould by no means make you rejeft his evangelical 
iayings as Antinomianifm. Prove therefore all things^ 
and hold faji that which is good, though it ihould be 
advanced by the warmeft of our opponents; but 
ivhatever unadvifed ftep their zeal for what they Re- 
lieve to be the truth makes them take, put \e on {as 
the ELECT of God f holy and beloved) bozoels of mercies^ 
kindnefs, humbUnefs of mind, '^ong-fuJMng, fo^^ivi?ig 
one another^ if^ny ^f^n have 41 quarrel ^gainft any ; even 
as Chriji forgave youy fo alfo do ye* 

(4.) If you would help us to remove the preju- 
dices'of our brethren, not only grant with a good 
grace, but ftrongly iniift upon the great truths for 
which they make fo noble a ftand. Steadily affert 
with them, that the (craps of morality and formality, 
by which Phorifees and Deifts precend to merit the 
divine favor, are only flXhy rags in the fight of a 
holy God ; and that no rlghteoufnels is current in 
heaven but tht righteoufnejs which is of God by faith. 
If they have fet their heart upon calling it the imputed 
righteoufnefs of Chrift^ though the cxpreflion is not 
ftri^ly fcrintural, let it pafs ; but ^ive them to un- 
deiftand, tliat as iiviM amputation of righteoufnefs 
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.IS a moft glorious -f reaUty, fo human hnputation* is a 
moil delufive dream .• and that of this fort is un- 
doubtedly the calvinian imputation of righteoufnels to 
a man, who aftually defiles his neighbour's bed, 
and betrays innocent blood. A dangerous contri- 
vance this! not lefs fubverfivc of cosmion hea- 
thenifh morality, than of St. James's puft and unde- 
JiUd religion I 

Again, our calvinift brethren excel in letting 
forth ^7/><2r]f of Chrift'sprieftly office; I mean tbe 
immaculate purity of his moft holy life, and the ail- 
atoning, all-meritorious facrifice of hi;s bloody 
^eath. Here imitate, and if pofllble furpafs them. 
Shout 2ijinijhed atonemtnt louder than they. Behold 
with raptures of joy, and bid all around you behold 
with tranfports of gratitude, the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the Jin of the world. If they call this compleat 
Atonement Jinijked falvation^ oi the Jinijhed zaork of 
Chrift, indulge them ftill ; for peace's fake let thofe 
;i;xpreflions pafs : neverthclefs, at proper times give 
them to underftand, that it is abfblutely contrary to 
rcafon, fcripture and chriftian experience, to think 
that all Chrift's mediatorial work is finijked, Infinu- 
^ate, you fhould be very miferable if he had nothing 
more to do for you and in you. Tell them, as they 

can 

-f God's iihputation of rightroufnefs is always according to truth. 
As all fmful men ^^uzTLy partake of Adam's' Gnful nature, by the 
'defiling feed of his corruption, before God accounts iheiKi gtdity to- 
gether with him : fo all righteous men partaXe of Chrift's holy na- 
ture by the feed of divine grace, before Gcid accounts them righteous 
together witli Chrift. This di£(ate of reafon is confirmed by fcrip- 
ture. Ahraham vms ftdly perfuadedtkat what God had promifed he was 
ahU aJfoto perform \ and therefore it was imputed to-himjfor ngkteoujnefs ; 
an<jf?>sHALL be imputed to us, if wEiZLit.vt onnimihat raifed tip 
Jfefus from the dead. Rom. iv. 21. &c. From t^is paffage it is 
evident that faith, which unites to Chiift and purifies Ae heart, is 
previous to God's imputation of righteoufnefs, although not to Dr, 
Crifp's imputation, which by a little miflake of only 5 or 6000 
years he dates from before thefoundation of thezMrfd, One is faidly 
out, either the good Do^^or, or the great Apoftle. f 
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can bear it, that he works daily as a prdphtt td €A- 
Hghten ycu, as a pricft to make ioterceflion for you, 
as a king to fqbdue your enemies, as a redeemer to 
deliver you out of all your troubles, and as a Saviour 
to help you to work out your own falvation ; and 
i>int that jn all thefe refpefts Chrift's work is no 
more finifhed than the work ing of out €fwn falva- 
•tion is compleated. 

The judicious will underftand you ; as for bigots 
on all fides, you know,- they arc proof againft fcrip- 
ture and good fenfe. Neverthelefs mild irony fharply 
pointing a fcriptural argument, may yfct pafs. between 
the joints of their impenetrable arniour^ and make 
them feel — cithct fome {hame, or fome wearihcfs of 
<^ntention. But this is a dangerous method, which 
I would recommend to very few. None ihould dip 
his pen in' the wine of irony, till he has dipped it in 
tlie oil of love ; and even then, he Chould not ufe it 
without confVant prayer, and as much caution as a 
furgeon lances an ihipoftume* : If he goe^ to6 deep, 
he does mifchief; ir not deep enough^ he lofes his 

. time ;■ the viipulent humor is not difcharged, but irri- 
tated by the ikin-deep operatioti. Andzaho isfuffident 

fffr thefe things ? Gracious God of wiidom and love i 
if thou callefl us to this difficult and thanHels office, 
let all our fujiciency be of thee.; and fhould the opera- 
tjon fucceed, thine and thine alone fhall be all the 
glory. :.'!!' 

(5,) And yet, hTcthxcn^ J fiozd yoju a more excelUtU 
way than that of mild ttony fkatpiimng a' ft roftg argu- 
ment. If love is the fulfilling of the la{w, love ^fter 
all rnuft be the deIlru8ion of antinomianifiii. Wc 
(hall do but little good by expofmg the dodirinal an- 
tinomianifm of Dr. Crifp's admirers, if our own tem- 
pers and condu£l: are inconfiftent wkh our profeflion 
of evangelical legality. When our antagoniils can- 
not fhake our argumidnts, they will upbraid us with 
our praftice. Let us then take 'care n<^ to hold the, 
truth in unrighteoufnefs : let oui' moderation and icvan-. 
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-selical legality appear even to our candid oppoiftents : 
lo (hall the riehteoti/nefs of the law be fuffiUed vt us that 
heheve the anti-CrHpian truth ; fo fhall our faith efia^ 
blijh the law of ardent love to God and man ; and 
wherever that law is efiablijhed, antinomianifm is no 
more. And if, when we truly love our antagonifls, 
they ftill look upon our oppoiition to their errors 
as an abufe of their perfons, and call our expofing 
their miftakes " fneeringat the truth;" let us wrap 
our fouls in the mantle of that love which is not pro^ 
V0ked ; remembering the difciple is net above his Majier^ 
northejervant above his Lord. 

(6.) Above all, while we expoftulate with our 
brethren for going to one extreme, let us not go to 
another. Many in the laft century fo preached what 
Chrift did fo* us in the days of his flefh, as to over- 
look what he does in us in the days of his fpirit. 
The Quakers faw their error ; but whiie they expof- 
0d it, they ran into the oppofite. They fo extolledU 
Qhrifiliving in us, as to fay but little of Chrift dying 
for us. At this time many hearing our falvation is 
{ojinijhed by Chrift, that we need not work it out with 
year and trembUng, are juftly (hocked; and thinking they 
cannot fly too far from fo wild a notion, they run head- 
long into pelagianifm, (bciniantfm, or grofs infidelity. 
Let us, my brethren, learn wifdom by their contrary 
miftalees. While fome run full«aft, and others full weft, 
keep we under the bright meridian line of evangeli- 
cal truth, at an equal diflance from their dangerous 
extremes* By cordial faith let us daily receive the 
atonement; and making our perpetual boaft of Chrift 
crucified, let us recommend his ineftimable merits 
to all convinced finners, chearfully commending our 
fouls to him in well doing, and growing in his know- 
ledge till we experience that he is all and in all. So 
(hall we adorn the gofpel of God our Saviour in all 
things ; nor will our opponents have anv occafion to 
reprove us for pharifak unbeliefs when we reprove 
them iox antinomian faiths 

FINIS. 'i 
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